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By Charles Sercombe

Rest up a bit this wee-

kend, because next Sa-

turday, Oct. 17, offers 

two lively community 

events.

First up is a commu-

nity walk, sponsored by 

the police department 

to raise awareness of 

domestic violence and 

breast cancer.

Chief Hussein Farhat 

has invited the commu-

nity to meet at 3 p.m. 

in Zussman Park, where 

folks will then walk the 

streets together. The 

walk will last about an 

hour.

“This event is an 

opportunity for our 

community to come to-

gether to raise aware-

ness about domestic 

violence, support sur-

vivors, promote breast 

cancer awareness, and 

share a message of 

hope, strength, and so-

lidarity,” said Chief Far-

hat.

After the walk, rest up 

a bit, and then get ready 

to shimmy at a fundrai-

ser for the Hamtramck 

Historical Museum, 

being called the “Ham-

tramck Hullabaloo.”

The theme for the eve-

ning is the 1960s, and 

it’s a chance to get out 

your go-go boots and 

wear your tie-dye T-shirt 

or Nehru jacket for a 

groovy time, celebrating 

the music and fashions 

of that era.

Tickets are $45 

per person, $85 for 

couples -- or, for a bit 

extra, $100 gets you 

one VIP ticket, which 

gets you reserved 

seating and a swag 

bag.

All tickets include 

one complimentary 

drink and an appetizer.

There will be food, 

drinks, a fashion show 

and a silent auction.

Hurry up and get 

yours, because tickets 

are going fast.

The event runs from 

6 to 10 p.m. For tickets 

or more information, go 

online to: www.hamtra-

mckhistory.com.

Be there or be squa-

re. Or, be both.

Quick Hits
Two causes 
worthy of 
your support
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Call today and get the
help you need. We are

here to help!

PROBATE

ASSISTANCE

PROBATE
ASSISTANCE

FROM THE OFFICE OF 

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER ERIC R. SABREE

WayneCountyMI.gov/treasurer | 313-224-5990

LakeshoreLegalAid.org
probono@lakeshorelegalaid.org

Call today and get the
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here to help!

Call today and 

get the help you 

need. We are 

here to help!

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck not only experienced a 

perfect fall weather day last Saturday, 

but also a city-wide arts festival.

Hamtramck artists were once again 

in the spotlight in the 16th annual 

Neighborhood Arts Festival this past 

weekend, and, by all accounts, it was 

another smashing success.

“Each year we develop and grow HNAF, 

and this year we’re excited  to offer 

such a vast selection of events, as that 

so represents our Hamtramck commu-

nity!” said co-organizer Timothy Price.

“Also, we’re honored to coordinate and 

partner with such a variety of artists, ve-

nues, and arts and cultural institutions, 

along with Hamtramck businesses!” he 

added.

Price had earlier described the event as 

a “loosely curated showcase of artists, 

writers and musicians.”

He continued:

“This isn’t your typical festival; partici-

pating creators in the community host 

the audiences in their home studios, on 

front porches, or in parks, coffee shops, 

or galleries around the city. 

“It’s a community-organized festival 

that allows anyone in the city and the 

surrounding neighborhood to contribu-

te to, or host, an event.

“The HNAF embraces the idea that 

art is for everyone – all are welco-

me to participate, and all are welco-

me to tour the artists’ workspaces 

and attend the day- (and night-) long 

events.”

Here are some photos of the event, 

thanks to co-organizer Timothy Price.

Hamtramck’s 

Neighborhood 

Arts Festival 

takes over 

the city

By Charles Sercombe

The battle over who 

Hamtramck’s mayor ac-

tually is took another 

twist among its many tur-

ns in this eight-months-

long-and-counting dispu-

te.

In the latest develop-

ment, mayoral challenger 

Muhith Mahmood con�r-

med rumors that he had 

been offered a bribe to 

end his pursuit to be the 

city’s mayor.

Asked to provide more 

information, Mahmood 

told The Review: “I don’t 

want to go through all 

the details as of now.”

He said that the offer 

made to him was not 

recorded. Mahmood ad-

ded that he will not take 

an offer to end his quest 

to become mayor.

“Not at all. That’s 

not something I would 

accept,” Mahmood told 

The Review.

The accusation creates 

a suspicion that the offer 

came from Mayor Adam 

Alharbi or one of his as-

sociates. He denied ha-

ving any connection to 

such an alleged offer.

“I have not made any 

offer to Mr. Mahmood 

to withdraw or drop his 

appeals. So that’s comp-

letely false,” Alharbi told 

The Review.

Alharbi continued:

“We are at the �nal sta-

ge of the legal process re-

garding these 37 ballots, 

and we have always let 

the legal and canvassing 

process take its course. 

If any third parties have 

reached out to Mr. Mah-

mood, you would have to 

ask him, or them, directly 

about their motivations.”

The mayoral election 

from last November evol-

ved into a dispute over 

whether the 37 uncoun-

ted ballots should be 

included in the �nal elec-

tion result.

The ballots in question 

were discovered a day af-

ter the election in the city 

clerk’s of�ce, where they 

had been left unsecured.

Alharbi has argued 

that, since the uncoun-

ted ballots had lost their 

proper “chain of cus-

tody,” the ballots should 

not be counted, noting 

that someone could have 

tampered with them.

The stakes of the elec-

tion remain high, since 

Alharbi won the election 

by a slim 11-vote margin.

Mahmood counter-ar-

gued that not counting 

the ballots deprives tho-

se 37 voters of their vo-

ting rights.

Mayoral

candidate says

bribe offered
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It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 104 Years of 

Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 

Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday, October 11, 

Holy Mass 9:00 am

Solemnity of the 

Christian Family

Oct 13 – For People on our 

Prayer List Holy Mass 7 pm

Oct 10 – Take out only Soup 

Kitchen 2-4 pm

(Please come in person 

for your meal)

Place 

an Ad in 

The Review Today

Call (313) 874-2100

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 10-31-26.
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 10-31-26.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning 

Job, Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

$225

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 
57 Years 

of Service

Air Conditioning Service Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

• Diagnose and �x your AC problems quickly

• Professional AC Replacement & Installation

• Upgrade to energy e�cient systems $109Must present coupon at time of estimate. With 
coupon. Expires10-31-26.

f f
f

Enroll today for 2020!!

• Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade

• English Language Learner program

• Boys and Girls athletics including

soccer, basketball, cheerleading,

volleyball and flag football

• Opportunities for parent 

involvement including ESL classes

• Before/after school program

• Technology rich instruction including

iPads, chrome books, computer lab,

smart boards

• GSRP Preschool Program for 

4 year olds

• High performing academic 

achievement 

Educating your
child like our own!

Enroll Today for 2026-2027!

Pick ONE meeting location below. Supplies are provided!

Hamtramck City Hall – 3401 Evaline St.

Sarah Garrett Park – 11361 Dequindre St.

Veterans Park – 8640 Joseph Campau Ave.

or
Pope Park – 10037 Joseph Campau Ave.

Fall Cleanup
Let’s clean Hamtramck!
Date: Saturday
November 7 , 2026th

Sponsored by: the Beautification Commission

Time: 10AM-1PM

Bring a friend!
costumes welcome!

1.
2.
3.

Questions? call: 313-800-5233 EX.818

4.

After months of hagg-

ling in the courts, the 

state court of appeals 

ruled that the ballots 

should be counted.

All that’s left now is for 

the Wayne County Board 

of Canvassers to sche-

dule a meeting to �nal-

ly count those ballots, 

which is likely to happen 

next Friday, Oct. 16.

(As of Thursday, when 

The Review went to 

press, the county had 

not yet scheduled a mee-

ting for the ballot count.)

The ballots were not 

originally admitted by the 

county board of canvas-

sers because its four 

members deadlocked 

in a 2-2 tie vote on the 

matter.

Because of that tie 

vote, county rules pre-

vent those ballots from 

being included in the 

full tally – thus, the sub-

sequent court journey.

Even if the ballots 

upend the election re-

sults, and Mahmood co-

mes out on top, Mayor 

Alharbi, through his at-

torney Nabih Ayad, told 

WXYZ Channel 7 news 

that there will be a 

further challenge.

“Counting means that 

they have to be counted, 

looked at. There’s still 

the ability to challenge 

those 37 ballots for so-

mething that’s not pro-

per,” Ayad told WXYZ.

That’s not the only as-

pect of the issue Alharbi 

is pursuing. He is chal-

lenging whether Mah-

mood is quali�ed to hold 

elective of�ce in Ham-

tramck, accusing him of 

not being a resident, but 

instead living in Troy with 

his family.

Mahmood says he li-

ves in Hamtramck, and 

visits his family in Troy. 

A prior internal city inves-

tigation by a legal �rm, 

however, concluded that 

there is evidence that 

Mahmood does not live 

in Hamtramck.

So far, Alharbi has 

struck out in the courts 

over the residency claim.

Mayoral candidate 

says bribe offered
Continued from front page
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Coming up… At press are very excited for Ham- renters.

Review: Opinion Page

In Our Opinion

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 

We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

Brace yourselves, 

folks.

A Wayne County 

Circuit Court judge is 

now ordering the Wayne 

County Board of Can-

vassers to count the 37 

uncounted ballots from 

last November’s city 

election.

At stake here is the 

possibility that Mayor 

Adam Alharbi will be 

removed from of�ce 

and his challenger, for-

mer city councilmember 

Muhith Mahmood, will 

replace him.

This saga has been 

playing out since last 

year, when November’s 

election results were 

tallied.

Mayor Alharbi has 

been in of�ce all of eig-

ht months. 

No matter what, it’s 

frustrating that our ju-

dicial process carried 

on this long. It’s unfair 

both to the mayor and 

to Mr. Mahmood.

And, of course, it’s 

deeply unfair to the re-

sidents of the city, as 

well.

What we �nd interes-

ting in all this is why 

these two political com-

batants have fought 

so hard, and spent so 

much money, on this 

matter. Alharbi hired a 

lawyer to prevent the 

ballots from being coun-

ted, while, obviously, 

Mahmood spent money 

for his own legal �ght.

Alharbi’s legal bill, 

which could be as 

much as $200,000, is 

now being paid by the 

taxpayers, thanks to a 

controversial vote by 

the city council.

So, consider again 

the massive amount 

of money being poured 

into this legal dispute, 

and then answer (if you 

can):Why would anyone 

rack up legal bills like 

that, all to just get to 

be the mayor of Ham-

tramck – a position that 

pays a nominal several 

thousand dollars per 

year?

Think about that. 

And then, if you come 

up with an answer, ple-

ase let us know.

Get ready for another
bumpy election ride 

Continued on page 5

Going green… The 

city’s ongoing campaign 

to plant 1,000 trees is 

once again underway this 

fall.

The city has, so far, 

planted 400 out of 1,000 

trees that a national 

parks grant funded. The 

trees are being planted 

in the right-of-way in front 

of residences. That’s 

the spaces between the 

street and the sidewalk.

The trees are free for 

the asking to any resi-

dent. You have three op-

tions of trees to choose 

from: ornamental, shade, 

or native.

For a number of years, 

the city has had various 

tree-planting programs. 

Hamtramck lost over 500 

trees during a tornado in 

1997.

If you are interested in 

getting a tree to plant at 

your residence, go online 

to: https://hamtramc-

kcity.gov/grow-hamtra-

mck/

Once there, you can �ll 

out the Hamtramck Resi-

dent Tree Request Form. 

Other online contact 

methods include: ced@

hamtramckcity.gov, or call 

at (313)-800-5233 (ex-

tension 818).

 

Get involved … Former 

Hamtramck City Clerk 

August Gitschlag, who is 

now city clerk for the City 

of Fraser, passed along 

this election tidbit:

“Election security is 

directly related to econo-

mic security. As trusted 

sources of information, 

employers and business 

leaders have a direct 

role to play in supporting 

Michigan’s election and 

the democratic process.

“The Chamber is 

partnering with the De-

mocracy Defense Founda-

tion, Detroit Votes 2026, 

and Leadership Now to 

provide an on-demand 

webinar that outlines 

how businesses and their 

employees can take ac-

tion, from sharing reliable 

information to voluntee-

ring at their local clerks 

of�ce.”

The on-demand we-

binar features election 

administration experts, 

business leaders, and 

bipartisan former elected 

of�cials, including:

• Daniella Ballou-Aares, 

Chief Executive Of�cer, 

Leadership Now Project

•Michael D. Bishop, for-

mer congressman

•James Blanchard, for-

mer governor, State of 

Michigan

•John D. Cherry, former 

lieutenant governor

•John Engler, former go-

vernor, State of Michigan

•James Martinez, Vice 

President, Communica-

tions and Business Intel-

ligence, Detroit Regional 

Chamber

•Chris Thomas, for-

mer director of elections, 

Michigan Secretary of 

State

The webinar is online 

at: www.detroitchamber.

com/2026-general-elec-

tion.../

 

Flower thief … In one 

of the several Hamtra-

mck social media pages, 

it was pointed out that 

three �ower bushes were 

stolen from Pope Park.

Yes, someone actually 

took the time to dig them 

up. 

Mayor Adam Alharbi 

said he’d follow up on 

this, saying in a Facebook 

post:

“I don’t understand 

who would do that. I won-

der if there’s cameras 

around there. I’ll look into 

this with CED (Community 

Economic Development 

Department).”

Biking program … 

The Hamtramck Parks 

Conservancy is offering 

another community prog-

ram – this time for girls 

who are 14-18 years old. 

For those new to bike ri-

ding, they are being offe-

red free bike-riding inst-

ructions on Oct. 17, from 

11 a.m.-1 p.m.

The program is limited, 

though, with only 20 ope-

nings. So, don’t wait to 

reserve a space. To regis-

ter, go online to:

https://forms.cloud.

microsoft/r/Huwxv3W6zx

“The event provides 

free bike rental, helmets 

if needed, and other gift 

bike accessories,” said 

the Conservancy. “Luki 

Bike Adventures will be 

on-site to lead riding inst-

ruction, as well as an int-

roduction to bike safety 

and basic bike main-

tenance/care.”

You will be meeting up 

at the east parking lot of 

Veterans Park.

 

Speaking of the elec-

tion … As of this week, 

the Michigan Secretary 

of State of�ce said more 

than 201,000 Michigan 

voters have already cast 

their ballots by mail.

That’s a 30-percent 

increase over the number 

of ballots returned at this 

point before the 2022 Ge-

neral Election.  

This year’s general elec-

tion is Nov. 3 – a mere 

three weeks away. You 

can also opt to vote early 

at the city clerk’s of�ce, 

starting on Oct. 24, in 

Hamtramck City Hall.

Hours to vote are Mon-

day-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 

p.m.

So far, over 2 million 

voters in the state have 

requested an absentee 

ballot for the election.

It’s advised that, at this 

point, you skip mailing 

back your ballot and ins-

tead drop them off at the 

Hamtramck’s city clerk’s 

of�ce in person or at the 

city hall drop box located 

in front of Zussman Park 

– directly across from city 

hall.

For those not registered 

to vote, there is still time 

to do so – including on 

the day of the election.

Appointment … The-

re has been controversy 

over an appointment 

made by Gov. Gretchen 

Whitmer. She appointed 

the vice chairman of DTE 

Energy to the Natural Re-

sources Commission.

Basically criticism – 

from both Democrats and 

Republicans – comes 

down to the proverbial fox 

guarding the henhouse.

Former state Rep. Abra-

ham Aiyash, a Democrat 

formerly of Hamtramck, 

reacted to the appoint-

ment with the pithy abbre-

viation: “lol.”

That translates to 

“laugh out loud” to those 

unfamiliar with today’s in-

ternet and texting short-

hand lingo.

Planet Ant scares up 

a show… Local theater 

troupe Planet Ant often 

creates original works 

that get their start from 

the world of improvisa-

tion.

Improv, as the kiddies 

call it, is its own style of 

(usually) comedy, with its 

own set of rules. Done 

right, with skilled perfor-

mers who are quick-wit-

ted, it can be side-split-

tingly funny.

There are several 

groups in town, including 

Go! Comedy up in Fernda-

le, but Planet Ant certain-

ly holds its own with the 

best of them, with its long 

tradition of dedication to 

the form.

Whether or not the cur-

By Charles Sercombe

The city council met on 
Aug. 11, and all council-
members were in atten-
dance.

Hamtramck �re�ghter 
Joseph Wylie was honored 
for helping a family esca-
pe from a house �re. Wy-
lie spotted the �re as he 
was driving into work, and 
he immediately drove to 
the scene, where he clim-
bed to the second �oor of 
the dwelling to help family 
members escape.

Hamtramck Fire Chief 
Matthew Wyszczelski said 
Wylie’s actions are “huge 
for us. It’s our job as �re�g-
hters and police of�cers. 
We rush to danger.”

Community Economic 
Department Manager Isa-
bel Allaway talked about a 
proposal to limit how long 
people can park on Jos. 
Campau to four hours at 
one space.

She said that, ever since 
the city removed parking 
meters on the streets, the-
re have been complaints 
from business owners 
about people who park 
their cars all day and hog 
parking spaces.

The proposed four-hour 
limit would be in force from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day 
of the week.

Police of�cers would be 
tasked with monitoring 
parked cars, and then tic-
keting ones that overstay 
their allotted time.

A discussion was held 
on the practice of council-
members adding items 
onto the council agenda 
right before, and during, 
meetings. 

Mayor Adam Alharbi rea-
soned that it’s not fair to 
the public for items to be 
added on at the last minu-
te. He said the public has 
a right to know what will be 
discussed at a meeting be-
fore it starts.

“This is something I’ve 
stated many times befo-
re,” he said. “Everything 
should be on the agenda.”

One example, he said, is 
adding on an agenda item 
to give a street an honori�c 
name.

“It should be on the 
agenda because, what 
if there are people in the 
public that oppose it?” Al-
harbi said. “They need to 
know ahead of time.”

During public comment, 
Chuck Brainard encoura-
ged the council to pass a 
resolution giving Berres St. 
the honori�c name of Ham-
tramck tennis legend Jane 
“Peaches” Bartkowicz.

(The council’s agenda 
erroneously referred to the 
street as Barres.)

Brainard said that Bart-
kowicz is well-known in the 
state for her achievements 
in tennis, at the highest le-
vels.

“Peaches was the very 
best,” Brainard said.

Later in the meeting, the 

council approved the reso-
lution for the renaming.

A representative from 
the Al-Islah Islamic Cen-
ter urged the council to 
discontinue allowing a 
festival music stage to 
be erected in front of his 
mosque, on the northwest 
corner of Jos. Campau and 
Caniff.

The request was in refe-
rence to the annual Ham-
tramck Labor Day Festival 
and the location of its 
main stage.

The representative 
requested that all festival 
stages be set up a block 
away, at Holmes St. The 
representative said that 
the stage volume inter-
rupts its prayer services 
throughout the day and 
evening.

Later in the meeting, 
the council agreed, in the 
future, to require festival 
stages on Jos. Campau 
be placed no closer to the 
mosque than Holmes St.

Councilmember Moham-
med Hassan said the new 
stage placement will be 
“good for the festival com-
mittee, good for the bank, 
good for the mosque, good 
for everybody.”

(The bank he refe-
renced was PNC, which is 
across the street from the 
mosque.)

Councilmember Yousuf 
Saed objected to the chan-
ge, saying the festival has 
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Place an 

Ad in 

The Review 

Today
Call 

(313) 874-2100

1 BR, all utilities and in-

ternet included, 2 BR, 

all utilities and internet 

included, corner of Ca-

niff & Conant, 313-434-

9759. 10/9

Hamtramck, Belmont 

bet. Joseph Campau and 

Gallagher, 3 BR upper, 

kitchen, dining, dryer and 

washer, 313-529-1881. 

10/9

Room for rent, Warren, 

MI, call 586-209-6445. 

10/16 

APARTMENTS AND

FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT 

OR SALE

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

Deadline for 

classifieds for 

next week is 

Thursday at 

Noon

Call 

(313) 874-2100 

to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their 

ad following �rst publication. 

The newspaper shall not be lia-

ble for failure to publish an ad, 

for a typographic error or errors 

in publication except to the ex-

tent of the cost of the ad for 

the �rst day’s insertion. Adjust-

ments for errors is limited to 

the cost of that portion of the 

ad wherein the error occurred. 

We reserve the right to classify, 

revise or reject any classi�ed 

advertisement.

ROOMS FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

SATURDAY, Oct. 10, 2-4 p.m. --Take-out 

only Soup Kitchen at Holy Cross P.N.C. 

Church, 2311 Pulaski at Fleming. Every-

one is welcome! (Please come in person to 

pick up your meal.)

Coming Events

Service Directory

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

(313) 365-8630

1
2
/3

1
/2

6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Get Attention! 

Place an Ad in 

The Review 

Business Directory

Call Dave (313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log 

covers Sept. 24-30.

Thursday, Sept. 24

• A disturbance was re-

ported in the 3100 block 

of Lehman.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 9200 

block of Conant.

• A domestic dispute 

was reported in the 3000 

block of Trowbridge.

• A business on Jos. 

Campau reported an inci-

dent of fraud.

• Of�cers assisted a 

stranded motorist on Jos. 

Campau.

• An assault was repor-

ted in the 2100 block of 

Trowbridge.

• A �ght was reported 

in the 11600 block of Fle-

ming.

Friday, Sept. 25

• At 1 a.m., a complaint 

was made about noise in 

the 12000 block of Dyar.

• A theft was reported 

in the 2200 block of And-

rus.

• A theft from a vehicle 

was also reported in the 

2200 block of Andrus.

• Family trouble was 

reported in the 12000 

block of Grand Haven.

• At about noon, an 

incident of indecent expo-

sure was reported on Eva-

line.

• A complaint was 

made about an animal 

in the 11300 block of 

McDougall.

• A child was reported 

lost in the 3300 block of 

Caniff, but the child was 

later located.

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile 

in the area of Brombach 

and Trowbridge.

• Reckless drivers were 

reported in the area of 

Jos. Campau and Holb-

rook.

• Trouble between neig-

hbors was reported in the 

9500 block of Charest.

• An assault was repor-

ted in the 3900 block of 

Edwin.

Saturday, Sept. 26

• Noise complaints 

were made in the 2600 

block of Carpenter.

• An assault was repor-

ted in the 3300 block of 

Edwin.

• A �ght was reported 

in the area of St. Aubin 

and Denton.

• A complaint was 

made about animal in the 

3800 block of Norwalk.

Sunday, Sept. 27

• A weapons violation 

was reported at Circle Dr.

• A break-in was repor-

ted in the 3200 block of 

Caniff.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 

12000 block of Selfridge.

• A complaint was 

made about noise in the 

11400 block of Grand Ha-

ven.

Monday, Sept. 28

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile in 

the area of Roosevelt and 

Jos. Campau.

• Of�cers observed 

an open garage door 

on Holbrook. The owner 

could not be located.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 3100 

block of Hanley.

• A youth who was re-

ported as a runaway in 

the 2300 block of Caniff 

later returned.

Tuesday, Sept. 29

• At 3 a.m., two males 

were reported �ghting 

in the area of Nagel and 

Commor. The suspects 

were later arrested for 

being disorderly.

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile on 

Dan.

• A suspect was arres-

ted on Holbrook for as-

sault.

• A person from Charest 

was reported missing.

• A theft from a vehicle 

was reported.

Wednesday, Sept. 30

• At midnight, of�cers 

attempted a traf�c stop 

of a reckless driver, but 

the driver sped off.

• At about 4:30 a.m., 

a female driver was ar-

rested for driving drunk, 

driving with a suspended 

license and for posses-

sing open intoxicants.

• An illegal dumping 

was reported on Jos. 

Campau.

• A complaint was 

made about a juveni-

le in the 3400 block of 

Norwalk.
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By Charles Sercombe

Journalist, writer, mu-
sicologist, urbanist, plane-
tary visionary.

These words fail to 
encapsulate the full life 
and musings of Walter Wa-
sacz, a Hamtramckan and 
world traveler.

Mr. Wasacz, 71, died in 
Cleveland on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, of a possible heart 
attack.

Back here in Hamtra-
mck, he was well-known as 
a journalist for the former 
Citizen newspaper and, 
later, The Review. He had 
a long history of writing 
for various publications, 
such as Trouser Press in 
England, The Metro Times, 
and the online publication 
Model D.

He was also well known 
in the underground techno 
world, writing extensively 
on techno music and its 
impact on culture. 

In The Review, he wrote a 
regular column called City 
Life, about making urban 
centers more walkable, 
incorporating how other 
communities and cities in 
the world addressed this 
issue. 

His mother, Helen Wa-
sacz, who died six years 
ago, was an independent 
hair salon owner and was 
active in a number of 
social clubs.

Walter Wasacz touched 
the lives of many -- an al-
most uncountable num-
ber of people that spans 
oceans and continents. 
But in all his journeys, 
Hamtramck was never far 
from him, nor he from it.

In one of the columns he 
wrote for The Review, he 
said this about the indelib-
le pull of having lived here.

“All roads lead to and 
from Hamtramck. You can 
get here from anywhere. 
Once this place becomes 
part of your experience, 
it seems to linger, in one 
form or other, forever.”

A memorial for Mr. Wa-
sacz will be announced at 
a later date.

News of his death spread 
quickly here in Hamtramck, 
nationally, and internatio-
nally, and the reaction from 
many could be summed up 
in one word: Shocked.

Here is a sampling of 
what his friends, co-wor-
kers and acquaintances 
had to say about him on 
social media:

Michael Jackman, jour-

nalist: “He was a real neig-
hborhood guy in Hamtra-
mck and I enjoyed running 
into him. That may sound 
like faint praise, but I have 
always aspired to be that 
neighborhood guy myself, 
and I really respected that 
in Walter. 

“Once I did an inten-
tional interview with him 
about the Polish-American 
experience, and he was 
very gracious and gave me 
more than an hour of his 
time. I will miss him.”

Liz Warner, DJ: “This 
news makes me incredib-
ly sad. Walter was a rare 
gem, and the curiosity 
with which he approached 
all things -- be it art, �lm, 
music, and life -- was a 
rare gift. I’m heartbroken, 
yet grateful to have known 
him. …”

Linda Stachowicz, Ham-

tramck Public School 

Boardmember: “We lived 
at the opposite ends of 
Edwin growing up. Very, 
very sad. Have missed him 
so much.”

Brian Boyle, publisher: 
“Detroit has lost a won-
derful soul. Walter was an 
important voice for Detroit 
culture, both locally and 
around the world. He was 
a better person. Kind, cu-
rious, patient, open-min-
ded, human. He will be 
missed.”

Tom Niczay, retired 

Hamtramck Public Sc-

hool Superintendent and 

longtime friend: “As an 
avid basketball a�cionado, 
Walter would text me befo-
re, during and after games 
about Wolverines and Pis-
tons basketball.

“He would text about 
what high school/college 
the players went to. Also 
name the stat, points, re-
bounds, whatever,  Walter 
would text it. He knew 
more about those teams 
past and present than 
anyone, hands down. I’m 
going to miss that guy.”

Art Lyzak, former co-ow-

ner of Lili’s 21 Club and 

longtime friend: “I loved 
Walter from the �rst day I 
met him 50 years ago. He 
had a gentle soul and an 
exquisitely snarky wit. RIP, 
brother.”

Stella Szczesny, family 

friend: “He was a great 
soul, an excellent writer 
and all-around wonderful 
person. May he rest in 
peace.”

Detroit-Berlin Connec-

tion: “It is with great sor-
row that we share the loss 
of Walter Wasacz, a foun-
ding board member and 
past vice president of the 
Detroit-Berlin Connection.

“Walter was a deep thin-
ker, a gifted writer, and a 
passionate advocate for 
Detroit artists. He believed 
in the power of internatio-
nal exchange to connect 
people, nurture creativity, 
and open doors for our 
community.

“Detroit has lost another 
gem. Walter will be deeply 
missed, and we extend our 
heartfelt condolences to 
his family, friends, and all 
who knew and loved him.”

Carleton Gholz, founder 

of Detroit Sound Conser-

vancy: “Walter encouraged 
me to take poetic leaps, 
in writing, in photography, 
in design, in my own life, 
while offering me practical 
wisdom and humor.

“By watching and lis-
tening to him, playing 
records and hanging out, 
driving around and writing, 
Walt taught me that I didn’t 
need to be ashamed for 
my love of art and the drea-
ming it inspired and that, 
most importantly, I could 
take Detroit and Ham-
tramck wherever I went 
because they were states 
of mind as much as they 
were steel and concrete.”

The community mourns 
the death of journalist 
Walter Wasacz

Walter Wasacz
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Hamtramck Public Schools 

 
Project: Hamtramck Community Center 

Description: Entry Door Replacement 

  

Architect: Ehresman Architects 

801 West Bid Beaver Road, Suite 250, Troy, MI 48084 

  

Construction Manager: Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 

 303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 

  

Estimator: Mike Gagnon 

 (248) 618-0220 

 mgagnon@frankrewold.com 

 Questions addressed ONLY to Mike Gagnon 
  

Bid Documents: Bid documents including bid forms may be obtained from Frank Rewold and Sons Portal at: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ys7c3a6u6v19ivjn13b69/APCwkUwqx2CMHd

VUmpffK-s?rlkey=sek8pko3s6rb1w8yujzx9wy51&st=ff48hl4u&dl=0 

 Bid documents will be available on or after October 6, 2026 

  
Non-Mandatory Prebid Walk-Through: 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, October 13, 2026. Meet at the front entrance to the Hamtramck Community 

Center located at 11350 Charest St, Hamtramck, MI.  Note parking is limited so please plan to arrive 

early. 

 

         Bid Due Date: 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 20, 2026 
 Bids will only be accepted on forms provided. Proposal forms must be in a sealed envelope, mailed or 

delivered in person prior by 2:00 p.m. EST on the due date to: 

 Attn: Bruce Coltman, Hamtramck Public Schools 

 C/O Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 

 303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 

 

2:00 p.m. Public Bid Opening: 

Tuesday, October 20, 2026 

Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 

303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 

4th Floor Mezzanine 

 

Labor and Material and Performance Bond: In accordance with Michigan Compiled Laws Section 129.201, successful contractor(s) must obtain 

Performance and Payment Bonds for any Bid Category exceeding $50,000. The Performance and Payment 

Bonds shall be in an amount equal to the contract amount. The Performance and Payment Bonds shall 

be for the protection of Hamtramck Public Schools and Frank Rewold and Son Inc. and shall be executed 

by a surety company authorized to do business in the state of Michigan and be listed in Federal Register 

or have an AM Best Rating of B+ or better. All bonds to be dual obligee bonds to Hamtramck Public Schools 

and Frank Rewold and Son Inc. 

  

Prevailing Wage Rates: Not applicable. 

  

Bid Bond: 5% bid security required. Bid bonds are required, however, certified or cashier checks are acceptable for 

bids under $50,000. 

  

Nonexempt: This project is not tax exempt for state sales tax and/or use tax. All materials and supplies incorporated 

and used in construction and becoming a permanent part of this project will not be exempt from state 

sales tax and/or tax 

  

Disclosure Statements: Each bid proposal must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 

relationship that exists between owner or any employee of bidder and any member of board of education 

or superintendent of Hamtramck Public Schools. Each bid proposal must also include a signed Iran 

Economic Sanctions Affidavit. The board of education will not accept a bid proposal that does not include 

this sworn and notarized disclosure statement or the Iran Economic Sanctions.  

 

operated at that location 
for many years.

“Why are we changing?” 
he said. “Leave the festi-
val as is.”

A resident spoke out 
against councilmembers 
adding agenda items at 
the start of meetings.

“Please don’t do it,” the 
resident said. “Residents 
should know about (the-
se items), and there are a 
lot of people who read the 
agenda before the mee-
ting.”

In an email, Charles 
Blackwell said that Council-
member Hassan should 
resign since he was con-
victed of a misdemeanor 
charge of making a false 
statement in a case invol-
ving election fraud.

In old business, a lengthy 
discussion was held on 
whether to sell three pro-
perties on Conant back 
to two (out of the three) 
previous owners. The pro-
perties, one of which is 
the former Kabob restau-
rant, were lost due to de-
linquent property taxes.

Councilmember Nayeem 
Choudhury said that “It 
doesn’t make sense to 
give back to two owners 
and leave another owner 
out.”

At this point, council-
members talked over each 
other.

Councilmember Moham-
med Alsomiri said the deal 
is “under the table.”

The council eventually 
OK’d the sale, with Council-

members Alsomiri and 
Yousuf Saed objecting. 
The city sold the proper-
ties for $100,000.

A discussion was held 
on whether to fund the 
creation of a traf�c weigh 
station for trucks, to check 
if they are overloaded.

Interim City Manager 
Syed Aamir Hassan said 
enforcing truck weights 
will bring in revenue from 
�nes.

The cost of the station, to 
be located on Hamtramck 
Dr., would be $200,000.

City Attorney Odey Me-
roueh said �nes from tic-
kets will produce “a lot of 
revenue. Truck tickets are 
way more lucrative than 
regular tickets. Please 
approve this.”

Ticket �nes are $1,000, 
Meroueh said.

Police of�cers would be 
assigned to monitor trucks 
on Hamtramck’s portion of 
I-75, and trucks that are 
suspected of being over-
loaded will be directed to 
the weigh station.

Deputy Police Chief Andy 
Mileski said overloaded 
trucks are “damaging the 
new roads, and that’s why 
we have state laws.”

Mayor Adam Alharbi said 
the cost of the weigh sta-
tion “will pay for itself.”

Interim City Manager 
Syed Aamir Hassan said 
enforcement will help “pro-
tect our roads. A lot of 
trucks are overloaded. We 
are spending a lot of money 
�xing these roads because 
we are not obeying the law. 
These trucks are getting 
away with it.”

The proposal was appro-
ved.

The council cleared 
the way for Gajiza L.L.C. 
to open a restaurant in 
an empty storefront on 
Jos. Campau, thanks to a 
matching $25,000 grant 
from the state.

A proposal by Council-
member Choudhury to 
change city hall’s operatio-
nal hours on Tuesdays to 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. instead 
of the standard 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. was approved.

Choudhury said this will 
allow people who can’t 
make it to city hall during 
normal business hours 
to still be able to conduct 
their business.

“The public comes �rst,” 
Choudhury said.

In the mayor’s report, Al-
harbi said:

“I look forward to make 
sure that our city moves 
forward. We have to make 
sure that we’re focused 
on the city, and try to not 
make any disagreements, 
division.”

He added that the 
council needs to focus on 
“improving the lives of our 
residents.”

Councilmember Hassan 
commented on his misde-
meanor conviction connec-
ted with election fraud. 

“My case for the elec-
tion is completely done, 
with the provision whate-
ver I have done was done 
by the book,” Hassan said. 
“I follow the rules. Infor-
mation was correct, but I 
have to respect the court 
judgment. Respectfully, I 
disagree.”

Hassan then talked 
about helping a family he 

knows from Canada, and 
that he gave the city a 
heads up about a “sus-
picious” signature related 
to an absentee ballot.

Councilmember Choud-
hury said, in his turn to 
speak:

“We are all in this to-
gether. The vote is your 
own vote. You can have 
your vote your way and 
other councilmen can have 
their vote their way.”

He also urged the 
council to begin searching 
for a new city manager. He 
said the city’s interim city 
manager is also the city’s 
full-time �nance director.

Hamtramck, Choudhury 
said, needs a professional 
city manager to stay focu-
sed on city employees and 
various projects. 

He said the process to 
�nd and hire a city mana-
ger will “take a long time. It 
won’t be just a quick one, 
two, three searching for 
a right, perfect candidate 
for the city. … It’s going to 
take time, so we need to 
start that. That way we’ll 
have productive and const-
ructive decisions and a 
better understanding of 
the city.”

Councilmember Muhta-
sin Sadman said his votes 
on council are “based on 
applicable laws and rules. 
… I don’t think we’re doing 
any illegal stuff here.”

During public comment, 
Bill Meyer questioned how 
much money the mariju-
ana dispensaries pay to 
the city. He said the public 
was told millions of dollars 
would be collected.

(According to the sta-
te, about $100 million 
a year is shared back to 
communities that are eli-
gible to receive payments 
collected from dispensary 
taxes and fees. Over $116 
million is also funneled to 
public schools. In 2024, 
Hamtramck received over 
$230,000 from its state 
share.)

On the subject of 
lawsuits �led against the 
city, Meyer said the public 
is not informed about the 
status of the lawsuits.

“We never know who’s 
winning the lawsuit. Who 
lost it? How much it costs? 
The public doesn’t know. 
Maybe we’re losing hund-
reds of thousands (dol-
lars). We don’t even know,” 
Meyer said.

As for the sale of the 
Conant properties, “The-
re are con�icts of interest 
here,” Meyer said, about 
unnamed city councilmem-
bers.

“We have people on this 
council who are very clo-
se to the owners of this 
place,” he said. “They pro-
bably even own part of the 
thing. I don’t even know.”

Meyer also accused an 
unnamed councilmember 
of signaling to the buyers 
of property when the sale 
went through. He did not 
elaborate.

Later, Councilmember 
Hassan said he was signa-
ling to someone else in the 
chamber.

Another speaker du-
ring this public comment 
period asked for trans-
parency, and noted that the 
lawsuits �led against the 
city are “way too much. It’s 
time to stop the lawsuits. 
Let’s �x the streets.”
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(313) 874-2100
WayneCountyMI.gov/treasurer | 313-224-5990

Are you facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting a
Wayne County probate court case because a property is in the

name of a deceased family member? 

CONTACT ONE OF OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS:

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-725-4560
UCHCDetroit.org 
help@uchcdetroit.org

Lakeshore Legal Aid: 888-783-8190
LakeshoreLegalAid.org
probono@lakeshorelegalaid.org

Call today and get the
help you need. We are

here to help!
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FROM THE OFFICE OF 

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER ERIC R. SABREE

Continued from page 3

rent show germinated 

from such seedings, we 

can’t say for sure, but we 

suspect it might have

Titled “My Daddy is 

Haunted!,” this timely 

October spook piece 

follows the �ctional Ma-

plesquatch family, as 

they “explore an ancient 

castle-turned-AirB&B” 

which once belonged to 

the much-feared “Sterling 

Mandrake.”

In the vein of old co-

medy monster thrillers 

stretching back to the 

shenanigans of Abbott 

and Costello as they met 

the Mummy, Frankenstein 

and the Werewolf, this 

show means to spook 

you even as you howl – 

with laughter.

The show opens to-

night, Friday, Oct. 9, and 

runs weekends through 

Sat. Oct 24, with Fridays 

and Saturdays at 8 p.m. 

and Sunday matinees at 

3 p.m. at the Ant Hall, 

2320 Caniff (just west of 

the public library).

Tickets at the door are 

$35, but you can save 

$5 by going to planetant.

com/events and pre-

buying them for $30. 

By Basmah Jabril

Special to The Review

A new pilot tennis prog-

ram held on a few recent 

evenings at Veterans Park 

gave more young people 

in Hamtramck the oppor-

tunity to pick up a racket, 

step onto the court and 

discover a new sport.

Over the past three 

Tuesdays, the Hamtra-

mck Parks Conservancy 

partnered with the Youth 

Advisory Council to loan 

free tennis equipment 

to youths at the Hoxie 

Courts in Veterans Park. 

The program allowed 

young folks to use rac-

kets and balls without 

having to purchase their 

own, removing one of the 

barriers that can prevent 

young athletes from get-

ting involved in sports.

Tennis has already 

developed a following 

among older teenagers 

in Hamtramck, but the 

new program is helping 

introduce the sport to an 

even younger group of 

athletes. Middle school 

students have now begun 

taking advantage of the 

opportunity, mirroring the 

expanding interest in ten-

nis throughout the com-

munity.

The equipment was 

made available through 

a grant from Leveling the 

Playing Field, a nonpro�t 

organization that works 

to provide sports equip-

ment to young people. 

Parks Conservancy expands 
its tennis program for youths     

The grant was secured 

through an application 

submitted by Hamtra-

mck’s Youth Advisory 

Council, with the goal 

of making sports more 

accessible to local youth.

For many young ath-

letes, having access to 

the proper equipment 

can mean the difference 

between watching a sport 

from the sidelines and 

actually participating. 

Programs like this give 

students the chance to 

practice their skills, and 

experience the sport wit-

hout the �nancial commit-

ment of having to purcha-

se equipment.

The program also pro-

vided an opportunity for 

young people who may 

not have previously con-

sidered tennis to try so-

mething new. At the Hoxie 

Courts in Veterans Park, 

participants learned ba-

sic skills while becoming 

more comfortable on the 

court.

It was not immediately 

known if the program will 

continue next season.

(Basmah Jabril is in the 

11th grade at Michigan 

Great Lakes Virtual Aca-

demy.)

Hamtramck youths are taking up tennis lessons at 

Veterans Park. File Photo


