Quick Hits

Halloween:

A night that
brings neighbors
together

By C. V. Samuel
Special to The Review

Every October, as the
leaves change color
and the evenings grow
cooler, American neigh-
borhoods feel a special
kind of excitement.

Pumpkins appear on
porches, children dress
in colorful costumes,
and families prepare
bowls of candy.

As evening arrives,
doorbells begin to ring,
and cheerful young
voices call out, “Trick or
treat!”

For children, Hal-
loween is a night of cos-
tumes, candy, laughter,
and imagination. But for
many families and com-
munities, it has become
more than that: a simp-
le occasion that brings
neighbors together.

For me, Halloween is
not really about ghosts,
witches, or frightening
decorations. What |
appreciate most is
the spirit of commu-
nity behind the celeb-
ration.

Growing up in India, |
never heard the words
“Halloween” or “Trick or
treat.” After coming to
America in 1971, this
was one of the many
new traditions | came to
know and appreciate.

Even today, | enjoy
watching children walk
along the sidewalks with
their parents, carrying
their little bags and ea-
gerly approaching each
home. | enjoy seeing
neighbors open their
doors with smiles and
kindness, and love he-
aring the laughter and
innocent excitement
of children filling the
streets.

In our busy lives, we
sometimes know very
little about the people
who live only a few hou-
ses away. Yet, on Hal-
loween evening, doors
open.

Neighbors greet one
another. Parents walk
together with their child-
ren. A piece of candy,
a smile, or a simple
“Happy Halloween!”
creates a small moment
of human connection.

Continued on page 8
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FROM THE OFFICE OF
WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER ERIC R. SABREE

Call today and

need. We are
here to help!

The moment
many are
waiting for:
Election day

By Charles Sercombe
After a long election
season, it's time now for
voters to head to the pol-
Is next Tuesday, Nov. 3.
A number of political

At Zussman Park,

the Halloween
spirit brought
out the goblins

By Charles Sercombe

Halloween came a lit-
tle early for youngsters
this week.

On Wednesday, the
police and recreation
departments hosted a
“Trunk or Treat” in front
of city hall.

It's a good excuse
for kids to dress up in
the spirit of the seas-
on. And yes, there were
little spooks and gob-
lins-a-plenty. In fact, a
line formed about hal-
fway around the park
to wait their turns to go

from one vehicle to

another to gather up

the free goodies.
Within about 30

minutes, the trick-

or-treaters had
already made a
good dent in the
treat supplies.

It also helped that
this fall’s balmy and
sunny weather smi-
led on the day.

Hey, enjoy it while
we can, eh?

Here are some pho-
tos of the event:

observers are saying that
this election could deter-
mine which direction this
country will go for deca-
des to come.

In other words, will this
be the end of the MAGA,
pro-Trump era, or will
Trump supporters pre-
vail?

Hamtramck voters will
become a part of this li-
kely historical election in
just a few days.

For those registered
to receive an absentee
ballot, you should have

gotten yours by now,
since they went out on
Sept. 29. At this point, it
is advised that you drop
off your absentee ballot
in person, at city hall or
in the city hall drop box,
because it's unlikely the
post office will deliver
your ballot on time to be
included in the election
tally.

Early in-person voting
at city hall continues
through Nov. 1, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. every day
through Sunday.

If you are not registered
to vote yet, and qualify to
do so, you can sign up on
election day and still cast
a ballot then, too.

This election has
already stirred contro-
versy, with the conflicting
messages from President
Trump’s  administration
on whether armed federal
agents will be monitoring
voting precincts.

Federal law prohibits ar-

med federal agents from
entering polling locations,
but the Trump administra-
tion has regularly been
testing the various boun-
daries of federal law for
the past two years.
ICE authorities say
their agents won’t be at
polling locations unless
they are actively pursuing
a suspect. But there are
now various media out-
lets reporting that ICE
will, indeed, be at polling
locations throughout the
country.

For many in Hamtra-
mck, which has a large
immigrant population, the
presence of ICE agents
could be intimidating,
and scare off some from
showing up to vote.

None of Hamtramck’s
elected officials, who are
all Muslim and also im-
migrants, have spoken
out about this.

Also, and once again,

Continued on page 2
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It’s Time to Pray,

Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Sunday, November 1st
Mass 9:00 am
Solemnity of All Saints

Nov 2 — Commemoration of All Souls
Holy Mass 9 am. Remembrance
Service - Wypominki 7 pm

Nov 7 — Drive-thru Polish Dinner 3:30
—5:30 pm. Menu: Stuffed Cabbage,
Pierogi/sour cream, Kielbasa, Mashed
Potatoes/gravy. Green Beans & Dessert
$16.00 Adult/ $8.00 Child 12 & under

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community
Celebrating 104 Years of

Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck ¢ Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Celebrating
LYA (113
of Service

PLUMBING & HEATING

(313)371-3766
(586) 649-6300

% Fast Same Day Service %
Mgl G 10% DISCOUNT

! 1 - Diagnose and fix your AC problems quickly Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating,
} * Professional AC Replacement&lnstallatlon Air conditioning or Sewer Cleaning

1 - Upgrade to energy efficient systems . N
T Must present coupon at ime of estimate. With Job, Installation or Repalr.
Not valid with any other offer.

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

*1495

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 11-30-26.

Furnaces,
Boilers,
Heating,
Sewer & Drain
Cleaning

Cleaning

Starting at

*225

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 11-30-26.

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com ¢

Excavating + Sinks - Faucets
+ Air Conditioners
. Hydro -Jetters + Laundry Tubs
+ Sump Pumps

Service - Installation - Repa|rs

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969 - Licensed & Insured

Educating your

child like our own!
Enroll Today for 2026-2027!

* Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade
*» English Language Learner program

* Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
volleyball and flag football

* Before/after school program

* Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

* GSRP Preschool Program for

Phone (313) 874-2100

The moment many are waiting for: Election day

Continued from front page

federal election monitors
are being sent to Hamtra-
mck, the Trump administ-
ration has announced.
But federal monitors at
Hamtramck elections are
nothing new. They were
here for the August pri-
mary, and they have been
here on a number of pre-
vious elections.

City Clerk Sami Elhady
says he has not recei-
ved any instructions from
county or state elections
officials about possible
federal interference.

Police Chief Hussein
Farhat he does not expect
federal interference, nor
has he been contacted
over the matter.

“As of today, the Ham-
tramck Police Depart-
ment has not received
any information indicating
that federal authorities
plan to deploy armed law
enforcement officers or
agents to polling loca-
tions in Hamtramck,” Far-
hat said.

“The department remai-
ns committed to protec-
ting public safety, respec-
ting the rights of voters,
and ensuring that elec-
tions are conducted in
accordance with applicab-
le law. We will continue to
work with the appropriate
authorities as necessary
to support a safe and or-
derly election.”

In  Hamtramck, also
included on the ballot are
three candidates seeking
a seat on the Hamtramck
Public School Board of
Education. They are all
guaranteed to win since
there are three seats up
for grabs, and they are

the only three candida-
tes.

Also, Hamtramck 31st
District  Court  Judge
Alexis Krot is running
unopposed for another
six-year term.

As for what President
Trump will do if De-
mocrats win a majority in
Congress, as a number
of political pundits and
analysts predict, it has
been reported that he will
only accept the election
results if he deems the
election was “honest.”

Some political obser-

vers have raised alarms
that it is likely Trump, a
Republican, will intervene
in the election results if
Democrats take control
of Congress and possib-

ly call for the nullification
of the election results, or
even invoke martial law.

Trump’s Department of
Justice has already filed
a lawsuit to block elec-
tion results if the Alaska
Democratic candidate
running for Congress is
elected.

The DOJis claiming that,
if the Democratic candi-
date wins, it's because
two Independent and Re-
publican candidates on
the ballot share the same
last name, which the DOJ
says will confuse Alaskan
voters.

It's been pointed out
that the DOJ's claim is
flawed, since the Repub-
lican candidate is clearly
marked on the ballot as

Friday, October 30, 2026

being the incumbent and
a Republican.

But it underscores the
concerns of many that
the Trump administra-
tion will make a number
of questionable accusa-
tions if the Democrats
take control of congress.

Michigan’s election of-
ficials say they will chal-
lenge any attempt to
overturn election results
by the Trump administra-
tion.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer,
who is being termed out
at the end of this year,
has said that “Michigan
elections are safe and
secure - any suggestion
otherwise is designed to
undermine our voters’ ba-

0

v Come see what PLAV Post 6 is all about ! -

* pOST 6 ¥

)PEN HOUS
——x AT POST 6 »——

November 11, 2-5pm
9345 Wiciiongal, eornei: of Evaljine

Come see who we are, what we do and how we support our
community and fellow veterans.

sic rights.”

Desserts, coffee and pop will be served. —— 3
I e S ol . s '

FREE PUBLIC TOUR

The Hamtramck Historical Museum is now
offering free public tours of the museum
the last Saturday of EVERY month.

Mo need to preregister.

Saturday, October 31, 2026
1:00pm to 2:00 p.m.

| e

IIAMIRAMCK

9525 Jos Campau

HISTORICAL Mmustum hamtramckhistory.com

Events

Hamtramecilks
Rublicllibrany,

2360 Caniff Ave

Fri, Oct 30: Halloween Treat Giveaway
Wed, Nov 04: PBS Kids Weather Hunters 4pm

Get hands-on with weather science during this children’s program!

Thurs, Nov 05: Nauseous 6pm
Sit in on a set by rising star rapper Nauseous!

4 year olds Also: Healthcare Q&A 6pm

Hours of Operation
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri: 9-5pm
Thurs: 9-7pm

www.hamtramcklibrary.com

* Opportunities for parent
involvement including ESL classes * High performing academic

achievement

2400 Denton Street in Hamtramck
Call 313-875-8888

Visit us online at hanleyacademy.com

Call us Need files printed?

print@hamtramcklibrary.com

(313) 733-6822
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In Our Opini

An election year that
when every vote counts

As many have noted,
next Tuesday’s election,
on Nov. 3, could have a
profound impact on both
our state and our entire
national political environ-
ment.

It is thought that, in
congress, there could be
a seismic sea change
in both bodies (Senate
and House), with control
being handed over to De-
mocrats.

In Michigan, voters will
be electing a new gover-
nor, secretary of state
and attorney general.

Locally, here in Ham-
tramck, there are three
seats on the school
board open, with three
candidates seeking to fill
them. That obviously me-

ans all three candidates
are shoo-ins.

Also heading to an
easy victory is Hamtra-
mck 341st District Court
Judge Alexis Krot, who is
running unopposed.

Uncontested races asi-
de, politics on all levels
have become increasing-
ly divided.

Add in Hamtramck’s
own political intrigue in-
volving allegations  of
ballot harvesting, and
candidates and electi-
ve officials who may or
may not actually live in
the city, and you've got
enough turmoil to turn off
any would-be voter.

One can’t help wonde-
ring: Why bother? Isn’t it
all just rigged and corrupt

anyway?

Our voting system may
not be the most fool-
proof method of running
a democracy, but it’s
the only one we have.
And whether or not you
choose to believe i,
every vote does count.

For proof of that, look
no further than Hamtra-
mck's own local elec-
tions, where winners and
losers can be separated
by a mere handful of vo-
tes.

The same is true for a
number of presidential
elections.

So, to be concise:
YOUR VOTE COUNTS!

Be sure to vote this
Tuesday, if you have not
already done so.

Police department holds
an awards ceremony for
officers and others

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck’s police de-
partment had a busy week
recently.

Last Friday, the de-
partment hosted its first
“Awards Ceremony,” in
which officers, reserves
and civilian staffmembers
were honored for “their
dedication and commit-
ment to duty,” according
to a press release.

The evening celebra-
tion also noted the “com-
mendable police work
and accomplishments
from previous years, ack-
nowledging those who go
above and beyond normal
expectations.”

The department added:

“The ceremony celeb-
rated officers who have
demonstrated exceptio-
nal performance in the
line of duty. It expressed
appreciation for hard
work, encouraged conti-
nued commitment, helped
residents see the posi-
tive contributions of the
police, and strengthened
public trust.

“By establishing a las-
ting tradition of recogni-
tion, the event will inspire
future officers to strive for
excellence. The ceremony
also honored the families
of officers, whose sacri-
fices support the depart-
ment and should not go
unrecoghized.”

During the ceremony,
the department awarded

fellow members for their
“meritorious police work,
years of service ribbons,
special event ribbons, a
departmental commenda-
tion, a life-saving award,
two community service
awards, and Chief’s
awards.

“Individual honors were
also presented for Dis-
patcher of the Year, Civi-
lian of the Year, Reserve
of the Year, Officer of the
Year, Detective of the Year,
Special Assignment of the
Year, and Supervisor of
the Year.”

The ceremony was part
of a busy week for the de-
partment, which included
busting a drug trafficking
ring, an effort involving
multiple search warrants
in Detroit and Troy.

The department joined
forces with the County
of Macomb Enforcement
Team (COMET) in a six-
month investigation. The
investigation resulted
in multiple arrests, and
the seizure of a substan-
tial amount of controlled
substances.

Included in the seizure
were:

- 2,047 grams of fen-
tanyl

- 513 grams of cocai-
ne/crack cocaine

- 46 grams of schedu-
led prescription pills

- More than $4,000 in
currency, which is subject
to forfeiture

“The Hamtramck Police
Department remains com-
mitted to working with re-
gional partners to disrupt
drug trafficking operations
that affect communities
throughout Metro Detroit,”
the department said, in a
press release.

Last week also included
an investigation into an
adult, riding a bicycle, who
was struck by a vehicle
last Friday at the intersec-
tion of Jos. Campau and
Belmont.

That incident remains
under investigation.

Odds & Ends

Mayoral update ... At
the time The Review went
to press on Thursday, the-
re was no ruling released
from the judge overseeing
the residency issue invol-
ving mayoral hopeful Mu-
hith Mahmood.

The judge’'s ruling is
expected at any moment.

In the meantime, for-
mer mayor Adam Alharbi
is still presenting himself
as mayor, and even chai-
red the city council mee-
ting on Tuesday, despite
a judge saying that he is
NOT the mayor.

Fireworks Ever
since the state legalized
the use of high-powered
and aerial fireworks, al-
beit only during certain
holidays, residents here
have complained about
fireworks going off ye-
ar-round on any day or at
all sorts of hours.

There is an increasing
call for the state to bring
back the ban.

Chances are slim that
will ever happen, because
you know what happens
when a genie gets let out
to the bottle, so to speak.

Hamtramck, you are not
alone in being fed up over
fireworks.

Recently, the Nether-
lands, that country where
Amsterdam is located,
decided to ban the use of
fireworks over the same
concerns and complaints
Hamtramckans have.

So, maybe down the
road a ban could return
here.

All of this reminds us
how last year’s Fourth
of July celebration got
waaaay out of hand, with

young men and teens
going wild with fireworks
in the parking lot of the
strip mall located at Jos.
Campau and Holbrook.
The city cannot afford
to allow this out-of-control
fireworks frenzy to hap-
pen again. So far, though,
we've heard of no stra-
tegy for how to prevent
another outbreak.

Black diamond stars
recognhized ... The Ham-
tramck Historical Mu-
seum will once again
be the place to find out
all you could want to
know about the subject
of black baseball in and
around this town through
its prominent decades of
the 1920s, 30s, 40s and
50s.

Local baseball historian
Gary Gillette, who foun-
ded the Friends of Histo-
ric Hamtramck Stadium
and serves as its board
chair, will present a lively
discussion titled “Black
Baseball in Detroit &
Hamtramck, 1919-1959”
on Saturday, Nov. 7 at 1
p.m. at the Historical Mu-
seum, 9525 Jos. Cam-
pau between Norwalk and
Poland.

There is no charge for
this program, so slide on
into your new home for a
piece of a Saturday after-
noon, and catch this fall
classic.

Help for those who help
others A multi-faith
and secular combined ef-
fort is setting out to make
helping others easier for
those who do it.

AARP (The American
Association of Retired

Persons) is partnering
with two local Baptist
churches (Corinthian Bap-
tist and Russell Street
Missionary Baptist) to
provide resources, ser-
vices and support to tho-
se who support others in
turn.

The one-day event is
being held at Corinthian
Baptist, located at 1725
Caniff St., on Saturday,
Nov. 14, from 10 a.m. un-
til noon.

There will be experts in
the field of caregiving on
hand, and programs as
well, to help teach about
the resources available
to assist with what can
be challenging situations,
each one different and
unique.

They ask that you RSVP
if you are planning to at-
tend the event, either to
aarpmi.org/novl4care-
givers or to a scannable
QR code from their ubiqui-
tous flyers.

AARP isn't done the-
re, though - they're gi-
ving away several pairs
of tickets to the peren-
nial Lions favorite home
game on Thanksgiving at
around noon. The game,
this year, falls on Thurs-
day, Nov. 26.

Enter separately for this
contest at aarpmi.org/
thxgivingtix, and best of
luck to all who do.

Dig This!... This Hal-
loween, try scaring up
some history.

Come to observe some
Wayne State University
archaeologists this Satur-
day, Halloween day, Oct.
31 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Continued on page 5

Notice of Public Hearing - City of Hamtramck

Zoning Board of Appeals

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Hamtramck Zoning Board of Appeals will meet in the
2nd Floor Council Chambers of Hamtramck City Hall (3401 Evaline Street, Hamtramck, Ml
48212) on Tuesday, November 17th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. for the purpose of holding a public
hearing and considering the request pertaining to the following property:

e 9045 Vincent, Hamtramck, M1 48212, parcel number 41-005-99-0002-000

Applicant Amana Holdings is requesting a use variance of the property to operate a
junk/scrap yard, subject to subject to §155.185 and §155.187 of the Hamtramck Code of
Ordinances. Current property is zoned within the Industrial District per §155.080.

Written comments may be submitted to the Assistant Community & Economic
Development Manager via email at mmiszczak@hamtramck. Written comments will be

accepted until 12:00 p.m. on November 17, 2026. The City of Hamtramck will provide
necessary and reasonable auxiliary aids, and services for individuals with disabilities at the
public hearing upon advance notice by writing or by calling the Clerk’s Office at 313-800-
5233 x821. Please contact the Clerk’s office at least 10 days in advance.

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, M| 48212
www.hamtramckreview.com -

+ 313-874-2100
email news@thehamtramckreview.com

Publisher Lonnie Scott, Lonnie@BuriedLedeMedia.com, 734-489-1773
Editor-in-Chief - Sarah Leach, Sarah@BuriedLedeMedia.com
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Sales Manager: Dave Sweet

Office Manager: Jean Ingenthron
Copy Editor: Alan Madlane

Owned by: Michigan Independent Media Group Operated by: Buried Lede Media
This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost

of the space involved.

FUNERAL DIRECTORY

When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home

MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600
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Detroit northeast, 3 miles
from Hamtramck, 18085
Mackay, 3  bedroom,
1-1/2 bath, brick ranch,
builder’s own home, living
room has full brick wall
and raised hearth with
a natural fireplace, new
carpet throughout and
hardwood flooring, kitch-
en has stylish cabinets
and a newer vinyl wood-
look floor, full partially
remodeled basement
with bath and additional
room. Newer furnace and
newer roof. Comes with
a basketball court and
2-1/2 car brick garage.
$113,000 or offer, for
appt. call 248-302-2070.

11/6

ROOMS FOR RENT

Room for rent, Warren,
MI, call 586-209-6445.

10/30

Car Rescue LLC Auction
Car Rescue LLC will be holding an auction
at 10230 Livernois Ave on

November 2, 2026 at 11am

The following vehicles will be available for auction:
2015 Ford F550 (no motor) vin: 1FDUF5GY9FEB40614

2018 GMC vin: 1GKS2AKC6JR157968
2015 Kia vin: 3KPFL4A77JE219938

Phone (313) 874-2100
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LET’S CLEAN HAMTRAMCK!
Date: Saturday
November 7", 2026
Time: 10AM-1PM

1\ . _ BRING A FRIEND!
’ ; COSTUMES MELCOME!

< :
! e & ’
| A N g Lo .

Pick ONE meeting location below. Supplies are provided!

). Hamtramck City Hall — 340! Evaline St.

4. Sarah Garrett Park — 11361 Dequindre St.

3. Veterans Park — 8640 Joseph Campau Ave.
or

4. Pope Park — 10037 Joseph Campau Ave.

QUESTIONS? CALL: 313-800-5233 CX.818

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install
e Furnaces
e Boilers

y Air Conditioners Heatlng&coollngSyslams
. Licensed & Insured WHATEVER

Fi Availabl :
B R T TAKES:

a & HEATNG 67

os. Campau

COOLING  313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior * Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

+ Handyman Services + Roof Repairs
+ Sidings & Gutters « Chimney Work « Porches
Ask for Frank

Located in Hamtramck

313-365-491
FREE
ESTIMATES

sxise
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BOME NEWS EDTORIMS FEATURES BUSINESS SPOATS VENTS (RIMELOG CONTACTES

The Hamtramck Rewew is Onlme
Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

e,

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA

PLUMBING & HEATING
(313) 365-8630

Get Attention!
Place an Ad in
The Review
Business
Directory

Call Dave
(313) 874-2100

12/31/26

e
FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Forgotten Harvest Mobile Pantry at MDHHS

LOCATION DATE & TIME
MDHHS Hamtramck 4t Tuesday
12140 Joseph Campau Ave of every month
Hamtramck, Ml 48212 10 AM -2 PM

How to Register
There is no online registration at this time. Please choose one of the
following options:

IE Pick up a registration form in the lobby
and return it to the lobby window.

Email your request to: MDHHS-FH-Wayne@michigan.gow.
Include:
= Include your name
= Phone number
= Preferred appointment time

Important Information
=  Appointments are limited!

= They are scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis.

= Youwill receive confirmation once your appointment is scheduled.

MBDHHS  =gRgemp™
e T e e P e |

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers Oct. 15-20.

Thursday, Oct. 15

- A sexual assault was
reported in the 3400
block of Evaline.

+ A hit-and-run accident
was reported in the 2600
block of Florian.

An assault was re-
ported at Carpenter and
Charest.

A domestic assault
was reported in the 3400
block of Evaline.

- A fight was reported in
the 12000 block of Okla-
homa.

A disorderly person
was reported at Jos. Cam-
pau and Dan.

Friday, Oct. 16

- Trespassing was re-
ported in the 11400 block
of Charest.

Officers, responding
to a call about an incident
of fraud taking place at
a business in the 11300
block of Conant, arrested
a suspect.

-+ A disturbance was re-
ported in the 8800 block
of Jos. Campau.

Saturday, Oct. 17

- A suspect was arres-
ted for fleeing officers du-
ring a vehicle chase.

Disorderly persons

were reported in the area
of St. Aubin and Casmere.

+ A hit-and-run accident
was reported in the area
of Jos. Campau and Holb-
rook.

+ A complaint was made
about an animal in the
2300 block of Goodson.

Frlday, October 30, 2026

Sunday, Oct. 18

- A fight was reported in
the 12000 block of Dyar.

+ A vehicle was reported
stolen in the 3300 block
of Comstock.

+ A complaint was made
about fireworks in the
3200 block of Lenman.

+ An assault was repor-
ted in the 12000 block of
Dyar.

Monday, Oct. 19

- At about 3:30 a.m., a
suspicious vehicle was re-
ported in the 3200 block
of Yemans

At almost 4 a.m.,
a complaint was made
about noise in the 3200
block of Yemans.

+ A suspicious incident
was reported on Sobieski.

+ A suspect was arres-
ted on Belmont for do-
mestic assault.

- A theft was reported
in the 2300 block of Car-
penter.

+ A hit-and-run accident
was reported at Jos. Cam-
pau and Norwalk.

Tuesday, Oct. 20

At almost midnight,
a complaint was made
about noise in the 2900
block of Caniff.

« Trespassing was re-
ported on Caniff.

- A theft was reported
on Conant.

- An incident of fraud
was reported in the
12100 block of Conant.

- A theft was reported
in the 11500 block of St.
Aubin.

Two male suspects
were ticketed for being
on railroad property in the
area of Jos. Campau and
Dan.

P hilbzaaries

Frederick
- | Livi, 82, died

| October 23,
' 2026.

Father  of
the late Kelly and dear
brother of Carolyn (Jo-
seph) Troszak, Daniel
(Carol), and David. Fred
is also survived by many
nieces and nephews.

Visitation is Thursday,
November 5, 2026, from
1 -9 p.m. prayers TBD, at
Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral
Home, 2396 Caniff, Ham-
tramck M| 48212. Fune-
ral Mass is Friday, Novem-
ber 6, 2026, lying in state
at 10:30 a.m. with Mass
starting at 11 a.m. at Our
Lady Queen of Apostles
Catholic Church, 3851
Prescott, Hamtramck MI
48212. Inurnment TBD,
Mount Olivet Cemetery,
17100 Van Dyke, Detroit,

MI 48234.
.
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PUZDRAKIEWICZ

Tony Puzd-
M rakiewicz, 80,
l) died October
24, 2026.
4 Dear father
of Susan Kobeski and
grandfather of Raymond.
Son of the late Marion
and Irene, brother of Jane
(Richard) Mine, Helen (Ed)
Soldenski, and the late
Richard (Theresa), Walter
(Helen), and Joan. Tony
is also survived by many
nieces & nephews, great
nieces and nephews, and
is loved by many friends.
Private Services will be
held by the family.
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Democrats rally Hamtramck
supporters to ‘Vote like it matters’

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck and area
Democratic Party suppor-
ters are fired up about
Tuesday’s election.

Last Sunday, roughly
200 or more Democrats
gathered at the Gates of
Columbus Hall on Conant
for a rally, sponsored by
the Michigan Banglades-
hi American Democratic
Caucus (MI-BADC).

The night featured ap-
pearances by a slew of
Democratic  candidates,
including Lieutenant Go-
vernor Garlin  Gilchrist,
who is seeking to beco-
me the next secretary of
state; Supreme Court Jus-
tice Noah Hood; Congress
member Rashida Tlaib;
and others running for va-
rious offices in the state.

Missing were the two
top candidates: Jocelyn
Benson, who is running
for governor, and Abdul
El-Sayed, who is in a clo-
se race with Republican
candidate Mike Rogers to
be the next U.S. Senator
from Michigan.

They were busy cam-
paigning elsewhere, but
El-Sayed did hold a short
Zoom meeting with the
crowd, where he encou-
raged their support in his
trademark engaging style.

The video hook-up for
Benson’s remarks failed
due to a technical glitch.

Other notable no-shows
were any Hamtramck elec-
ted officials, except for for-
mer city councilmember
Muhith Mahmood - who
may or may not turn out
to be Hamtramck’s mayor,
depending on how a court
rules on whether he is
truly a resident of the city.

But that's another mat-
ter, for another time. Still,
the evening’s atmosphere

|: :':
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U.S. Rep. Rashida Tlaib poses with a supporter at last Sunday’s Democratic rally

held at Gates of Columbus Hall.

was electric.

“We got all the power we
need in this room,” said
Donavan McKinney, who is
seeking to be elected as
congressional represen-
tative for the 13thdistrict,
which includes Hamtra-
mck.

“This (election) is about
freedom versus fascism,”
he added.

Eli Savit, who is seeking
to become the state’s
next attorney general, un-
derscored a concern of
many about what they fear
President Trump will do on
election day.

“We need to protect
elections as a team,” he
said.

State Sen. Mallory Mc-
Morrow gave the shortest
pep talk of the night, and
got the gathering to chant
“I've got your back” seve-
ral times.

She also acknowledged
the threat that Trump po-
ses in this election, cal-
ling him, derisively, “That
orange man in the White
House.”

(Mallory dropped out of

Odds &

Ends

Continued from page 3

at 2459 Jos. Campau, as
they dig through the re-
mains of the day.

Dubbed “Public  Arc-
haeology Day,” this open-
to-the-public event is an
ongoing excavation on
the former site of the
Dodge UAW Local 3 union
hall, as well as the Kraft
Hotel, which dated back
into the 1800s.

These projects typically
involve the Hamtramck
Historical Museum, who
routinely partners with
the WSU Archaeology
Department on their city
digs.

Watch as the students
and supervising faculty
unearth Hamtramck his-
tory, one trowel-full at a
time.

Parking is free on Den-
ton and Alice Sts.

And at least, it won’t rot
your teeth...

Veterans Day ... Yes,
the days are quickly flying
by, now that it’'s fall and
we’ve headed into the ho-
liday season.

Before all that, Vete-
rans Day is coming up on
Nov. 11, as usual, and the
good folks at PLAV Post 6

will once again host a ce-
remony.

There aren’t too many
veterans remaining in the
city, at least as far as we
know, and the gathering
for the yearly ceremony
gets smaller and smaller
as the years go by.

But, so far, it still conti-
nues here in Hamtramck,
so stop by the post this
Nov. 11 for their 11 a.m.
salute to veterans and
active service folks past,
present and future.

The public is also welco-
me to stop by the post,
located at Evaline and
McDougall, for an open
house, which runs from 2
to 5 p.m.

Stop by and say hello,
and enjoy some coffee
and dessert (or maybe a
drink or two) if you are so
inclined.

“The purpose of the
open house is to talk to
our neighbors, get acqu-
ainted with our neighbors
and tell them about our
post, who we are, what
we do and have done,
etc.,” said Post Comman-
der Mark Widzinski.

the race for the Democra-
tic nomination for the sta-
te’'s U.S. senator job that
El-Sayed is seeking.)

Lt. Governor Gilchrist
noted that the gathering
of many Bengali residents
represented an “amazing
big tent” for the Democra-
tic Party. He, too, warned
of what many are fearing
will be the Trump admi-
nistration’s attempt at
“hijacking” this election,
including even a declara-
tion of martial law.

“Vote like it matters,”
Gilchrist  said.  “Even
Trump knows it matters.”

Congressional Rep.
Tlaib, who is a frequent
target of Trump, undersco-
red the fears of many,
saying “Our country is in
much more danger than
before.”

“Go vote,” was her mes-
sage. “Take care of the

community you live in.”

And, she pointed out
that Republicans are ma-
king the Muslim faith an
issue with voters, and a
reason to vote against EI-
Sayed. Most of those at-
tending the rally were of
the Muslim faith, as are a
majority of those who live
in Hamtramck.

“Shame on them for
using our faith to scare
people in our state,” Tlaib
said. “It is not the time to
be invisible. Islamophobia
does not belong in Michi-
gan.”

Strangely, a significant
portion of Hamtramck’s
Muslim voting popula-
tion supported Trump in
the 2024 presidential
election, despite his well-
known attacks on Mus-
lims and his calling those
from the Mideast “terro-
rists.”

Many of those same
voters are now solidly
supporting El-Sayed, who
is in turn supportive of
progressive social issues
that some in the Muslim
community are opposed
to, such as LGBTQ rights.

“I stand with the
LGBTQ+ community in

their struggle for equal rig-
hts and dignity. I'll always
fight for an America where
all of us can live and thrive
as we are,” El-Sayed said,
in a social media post.

Your Safety is Our

Shared Commitment

Hamtramck

arises.

the facts when they matter most.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO REGISTER

OR GO TO THE LINK

https:/fhamtramck.sircom.org/subscribe

Official Real-Time Alerts from City of

City of Hamtramck is working tirelessly to ensure
every resident and visitor is prepared. Because every
second counts in an emergency, we have launched a
swift, official subscription service to deliver critical
information directly to you the moment a threat

By joining our alert system, you take a proactive step in
keeping your family, home, and business safe.

Whether it is severe weather, public safety notices, or
urgent city-wide announcements, we make sure you have
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2459 JOS CAMPAU, HAMTRAMCK

ANTHROPOLOGY
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY

FREE PARKING ON SIDE STREETS

ARCHAEOLOG

VISIT WAYNE STATE ARCHAEOLOGISTS AND THEIR ONGOING
EXCAVATION OF THE FORMER SITE OF THE DODGE UAW
LOCAL 3 UNION HALL AND 19TH-CENTURY KRAFT HOTEL
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A Healthy
Dose of
Politics
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LONNIE SCOTT

y wife and I spent
Saturday night at a
sock hop.

Well, sort of.

We were in Deckerville
for the McKenzie Health
System Autumn Benefit,
which this year was billed
as “A Dance with Death: A
1950s Sock Hop Gone Sour.”
There were poodle skirts,
leather jackets, a murder
mystery, and plenty of people
who looked considerably more
comfortable in 1950s attire
than I did.

It was a lot of fun.

But underneath the cos-
tumes and murder mystery
was something considerably
more serious.

McKenzie is building a new
hospital in Sandusky.

Think about that for a min-
ute.

At a time when rural hos-
pitals around the country are
closing, cutting services, or
wondering how they will sur-
vive the next decade, a small
community in Michigan's
Thumb is building one.

That matters.

It matters if you have a heart
attack.

It matters if your kid gets
hurt playing football.

It matters if there's an ac-
cident on a country road or a
farmer gets injured miles from
the nearest city.

And it matters even if you
are fortunate enough to rarely
see the inside of a hospital,
because hospitals are also
employers, economic anchors,
and one of the things that
make it possible for people to
live, work, raise families, and
grow old in rural communi-
ties.

You can't spend decades
talking about saving rural
America and then shrug when
the hospital disappears.

On our drive to the benefit
Saturday, I saw something that
has stuck with me.

Along the road was a barn
with a weather-beaten flag
hanging from it that said:

“DON'T BLAME ME. I
VOTED FOR TRUMP.”

Almost immediately after-
ward, we passed a gas station.

The big illuminated sign out
front said:

Unleaded. $5.19 a gallon.

I wondered if whoever
hung that flag still felt the
same.

Presidents usually get far
too much credit when gas
prices are low and far too
much blame when they're
high. Oil is traded on a global
market, and there are a lot of
things that determine what we
pay at the pump.

But today's prices didn't just
happen.

Before the war with Iran

See PORCH next page
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Local Journalism. Statewide Perspective.
Trump’s Port Huron rally draws thousands,
protesters and far-right agitator Jake Lang

BY LIEZA KLEMM
The Yale Expositor

PORT HURON — Thou-
sands from across the state
gathered at the riverfront town
of Port Huron on Sunday, Oct.
25, to see President Donald J.
Trump. The rally, less than 10
days before Election Day, also
drew in a fair number of dem-
onstrators and counter-dem-
onstrators, including far-right
agitator and Jan. 6 rioter Jake
Lang.

Attendees lined up as early
as 9 a.m. to get into McMorran
Place, the event center where
Trump took the stage. Physical
barriers cordoned off Huron
Avenue, one of the event cen-
ter’s cross streets, limiting at-
tendees to the sidewalk on the
street’s west side.

Demonstrators gathered on
the corners of Huron Avenue
and Grand River Avenue, and
lined the sidewalk on Huron
Avenue parallel to the event
center.

Kathleen Grantom, of Yale,
heard about the planned dem-
onstration through Blue Water
Indivisible, a grassroots or-
ganization formed to protect
constitutional rights and pro-
tections for citizens in the Blue
Water region. The group is not
affiliated with a particular po-
litical party, according to its
website.

Grantom said the number of
demonstrators was encourag-
ing to see, but expressed dis-
appointment at the number of
Michiganders in line to enter
McMorran Place. “We didn’t
realize there were going to be
[this] many people here,” she
said, “but it’s still so sad to
see how many people are here
just to hear him talk, know-
ing that he’s going to say the
same things that he says every
time.”

On the parallel road, Michi-
gan Street, demonstrators held
signs that read ‘“Democracy
Dies While Trump Lies” and
“Go To Hell Trump” across
from counter-demonstrators,
namely Jake Lang.

Lang is known to attend ral-
lies and campaign events, ei-
ther in support of or against the
candidate, and stir up a crowd.
He was most recently at a cam-
paign stop for U.S. Senate can-
didate Abdul El-Sayed in Hart,
Michigan. Lang has a his-
tory of pushing Islamophobic

[~
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President Donald J. Trump. [Lieza Klemm/Expositor staff]

rhetoric, including traveling
to Dearborn in August, home
to the largest Arab American
population in the nation, where
he spoke about his grievances
to the city council.

During the Port Huron rally,
Lang held up a red sign in bold
white lettering reading “Stop
Muslim Takeover of Democrat
Party” and on the flip side “De-
port Terrorist Abdul El-Sayed”
from the bed of a pickup truck,
surrounded by a dozen sup-
porters.

There were moments when it
seemed the shouting between
the two groups would turn vio-
lent. Members of Jake Lang
supporters and anti-Trump
demonstrators crossed the bus-
tling street, often impeding
traffic.

Yale’s Grantom said Lang’s
appearance is something she
expected. “He’s got to find
ways to make money,” she
said. “So this is how he gets
engagement and viewers.”

Andrew, who declined to
share his last name, stood on
the side of Lang’s supporters.
He said he was there to attend
the rally, but decided to stay by
Lang’s truck.

“I’m here to support Donald
Trump and Mike Rogers and,
of course, against Abdul,” he
said.

Andrew is from Harper
Woods in Metro Detroit. He
echoed Lang’s Islamophobic

attitude, specifically concern-
ing Dearborn and the percent-
age of those who identify as
Muslim in positions of power.
According to Andrew, the re-
ligious affiliation of the city’s
mayor, Abdullah Hammoud, is
“the problem.”

On the sidewalk opposite
Lang supporters, Nicole Rob-
inson held up a “Trump is a
c-nt” sign. A Lapeer County
resident, Robinson traveled
with her aunt to participate in
the demonstration. Like Yale’s
Grantom, the number of dem-
onstrators gave Robinson hope
for a potential blue wave with
the upcoming midterm elec-
tions. “I think it’s a sign people
want something different,” she
said.

The rally, with all of its secu-
rity and precautions, took a toll
on the surrounding businesses.

An employee at Senior Te-
quila Mexican Restaurant, lo-
cated on the street law enforce-
ment cordoned off, said they
found out about the rally from
social media, long before the
city made them aware.

Owners ordered extra food,
liquor and added extra staff to
the schedule. Throughout the
day, however, the staff only
saw a fraction of the normal
crowd. “People think we’re
closed,” the employee said.

Concerned about clashes
between demonstrators and at-
tendees, the restaurant moved

Thousands from across the state gathered at the riverfront town of Port Huron on Sunday, Oct. 25, to see

its outdoor furniture inside.
“We moved all of them be-
cause we were worried, like,
what if they get in a fight and
throw a chair or something,”
the employee told The Exposi-
tor.

While business was slow
before and during the ral-
ly, employees suspected it
would pick up once the event
wrapped up. With the major-
ity of employees there being
Hispanic, there were concerns
about potential conflicts with
rally attendees. “The owners
said if something happens and
it gets rowdy, we’ll just shut
our doors,” the employee said.

The rally saw few physical
confrontations between dem-
onstrators and counter-dem-
onstrators. Attendees wearing
“Make America Great Again”
baseball caps got in the face of
demonstrators holding “Abdul
for U.S. Senate” signs without
any physical assaults.

Attendees were cut off from
entering McMorran  Place
around 2 p.m. when it reached
capacity. As the afternoon con-
tinued on, attendees gradually
left the event center, and the
number of supporters waiting
in line dwindled.

The rally wrapped up around
5:45 p.m., and demonstrators
lined the street of Trump’s exit
route, shouting at the former
president’s limo as he waved
from the backseat.

El-Sayed rallies in Ottawa County, outlines progressive Senate vision

BY SARAH LEACH
Ottawa News Network

HOLLAND — Deep in Ot-
tawa County, a traditional
stronghold of West Michigan
conservatism, an overflow
crowd gathered Sunday, Oct.
26, to witness an unusual con-
vergence of media, grassroots
activism and high-stakes U.S.
Senate politics.

Local Latino community lead-
ers Cynthia Martinez and Rebec-
ca Padnos Altamirano organized
a live town hall and podcast re-
cording that brought physician,
epidemiologist, and Democratic
U.S. Senate candidate Dr. Abdul
El-Sayed to a region rarely vis-
ited by progressive candidates.
The atmosphere inside the venue
reflected both the urgency of the
moment and the unique stakes of
El-Sayed’s candidacy.

Refusing corporate politi-
cal action committee money
and advocating for systemic
reforms — from Medicare for
All to restructuring federal law
enforcement — El-Sayed laid
out a distinct political vision
that links public health directly
to the core survival of demo-
cratic institutions.

The race for Michigan's

Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate Abdul El-Sayed speaks in Holland
on Sunday, Oct. 26, 2026. A former Detroit health director, Rhodes
Scholar and Wayne County health officer, EI-Sayed has mounted a
campaign that defies standard political playbooks. [Courtesy/Ottawa
News Network]

open Senate seat has become
one of the nation's premier
battlegrounds, featuring a
sharp contrast in vision be-
tween El-Sayed and Repub-
lican nominee Mike Rogers,
a former U.S. representative
and FBI agent.

On faith

Drawing on personal reflec-
tions about his Muslim faith
and his late grandmother, he
argued that true spirituality is
rooted in personal conscience

and voluntary commitment,
not state-enforced compliance.

As El-Sayed explained, his
tradition rejects coercion at its
foundation.

"There’s actually a statement
in the Quran itself that says
there is no compulsion in reli-
gion. You can't tell somebody
else to live their life according
to a particular set of precepts
because, at the end of the day,
the point of the thing is about it
being a relationship you have
with God," he said.

He contrasted that individual
relationship with the purpose
of constitutional governance,
noting: "Faith is about you
and God, not everybody else.
America — the Constitution
— is about everybody else rel-
ative to each other."

On restructuring ICE

A central focus of the discus-
sion was immigration enforce-
ment.

El-Sayed expanded on his
long-held call to abolish Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement and replace it with a
system modeled on civil con-
stitutional principles.

He carefully delineated bor-
der security — managed by U.S.
Customs and Border Protection
— from internal enforcement,
arguing that ICE's contemporary
practices resemble paramilitary
overreach rather than constitu-
tional law enforcement.

"ICE is, in effect, an agency
that has flipped the Constitu-
tion and immigration law," he
said. "They take immigration
law as the supreme law of the
land, and they will enforce im-

See EL-SAYED, next page
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Uncounted ballots name
new Hamtramck mayor

BY CHARLES SERCOMBE
The Hamtramck Review

HAMTRAMCK, Mich. —
Hamtramck has a new mayor,
and he’s no stranger to voters.

Former city
councilmem-
ber Mubhith
Mahmood is
now in the
mayor’s seat
following the
tabulation of
Mahmood 37 yncounted

ballots from last
year’s November election.

The ballots were tabulated
in a three-hour meeting by the
Wayne County Board of Can-
vassers on Friday.

The ballots in question were
found a day after the Novem-
ber election by employees in
the Hamtramck City Clerk’s
office, and they were immedi-
ately taken to Wayne County
election officials.

But the Board of Canvassers
declined to count those ballots,
which set off an eight-month
legal battle. Mahmood argued
in favor of counting the bal-
lots, while Mayor Adam Al-
harbi was opposed.

This long saga is not over
yet.

Alharbi and his attorney,
Nabih Ayad, have vowed to
challenge those 37 ballots.

“This dance is not over,”
Ayad told reporters after the
new election results were an-
nounced.

Mahmood won’t officially
become mayor until the Board
of Canvassers certifies the re-
sults Nov. 4, and he is sworn
into office.

So, in the meantime, “We
don’t have a mayor,” said
City Attorney Odey Meroueh.
“I’ve already cut off access for
Adam.”

That means City Council
Member Abu Musa is now act-
ing mayor since he is next in
line as mayor pro tem.

Mahmood might be facing
more legal challenges.

Ayad said that the Attorney
General’s office is consider-
ing whether to bring criminal
charges against a person he de-
clined to name.

“You can probably guess
who,” Ayad told the press.

Mahmood told The Review
that Ayad is likely referring to
him.

Alharbi insists that Mah-
mood is not a resident of the
city, although he has struck out

so far in court to have Mah-
mood disqualified.

Mahmood has denied the
charge, saying that although
his wife and family live
in Troy, he lives in Ham-
tramck, in an apartment on
Holbrook.

As for being named the win-
ner of the election, Mahmood
said, simply, “I’m elated.”

Alharbi conceded that the
election result with the newly
counted ballots was expected.

“It’s not a surprise,” he said.

The ballots came from a
precinct that is populated by
mostly immigrants from Ban-
gladesh. Mahmood is also
from Bangladesh.

Alharbi insists that the 37
ballots are “not trusted” be-
cause of past accusations of
ballot harvesting and manipu-
lation of ballots.

While there have been in-
vestigations into  election
fraud, none of the accusations
have held up in court.

Alharbi has fought against
counting the ballots, claiming
that since they were discov-
ered a day after the November
election, they should not be
included in the final count be-
cause they lost their “chain of

custody.”

But Mahmood prevailed af-
ter a number of court hearings
and finally won his case.

As it turned out, Mahmood
toppled Alharbi by 12 votes,
winning 2,089 votes compared
to Alharbi’s 2,077 votes.

Alharbi initially won the No-
vember election by 11 votes.

After the new results were
announced, a loud cheer rang
out from Mahmood’s sup-
porters who were packed in a
meeting room where the bal-
lots were counted.

It took the county a pain-
staking three hours to get
through the process in a room
that turned hot and sweaty, and
thick with tension in the air.
The county repeatedly cau-
tioned those in attendance to
keep their emotions in check
and be courteous to others
while speaking.

Mahmood stressed that his
quest to have the 37 ballots
counted was not about him be-
coming the mayor, but to up-
hold “voters’ rights.”

He called for Alharbi to now
“move forward.”

— Read more at theham-
tramckreview.com.

Opinion: Too little, too late for John James

KYLE MELINN

fore Election Day, but it is

increasingly clear that John
James will not be Michigan’s
next governor.

The national money
dried up a couple of weeks
ago. The DeVos-fueled po-
litical action committee is not
making up the difference. The
Michigan Republican Party,
still trying to find its footing
after the Kristina Karamo
implosion, cannot bridge the
gap either. Former President
Donald Trump is not helping,
leaving James spinning his
wheels.

The MIGOP pledged $1
million in television and
streaming advertisements over
the next few days. But with
Democrat Jocelyn Benson
and her allies reserving $5.28
million for the campaign’s
final week, the party's buy will
barely register.

The RealClearPolitics poll-
ing average showed James
trailing by 7 percentage points

It is less than two weeks be-

as of Oct. 20. Once Benson’s
final ad blitz lands, the deficit
could easily reach double
digits.

James is keeping a stiff
upper lip. He talked about
running a "grassroots cam-
paign" at a recent stop. That
might have snowballed into
something formidable — had
it started a year ago.

It did not. Twelve months
ago, the Republican guber-
natorial field featured seven
declared contenders, six of
whom gave the grassroots
circuit an earnest run.

James? He was nowhere
to be found on the campaign
trail. He and his team calcu-
lated that he did not need to
make the Lincoln Day din-
ner rounds. As for the three
primary debates the state party
staged as fundraisers? James
never showed up. Why take
the risk? That was the theory,
at least.

As it turned out, the strategy
held up in the primary.

James kept his head down,
watching rival campaigns
flame out or fade away from

a lack of cash and organiza-
tion. His camp figured that
once he secured Trump's en-
dorsement — which he did —
there was little point in putting
100,000 miles on a campaign
vehicle.

After all, there would be
time for that later, right?
James wrote in his April 7,

2025, announcement on X:
"We’ll have the rallies and the
balloons soon — but first, I
want to share exactly why I’'m
doing this."

The rallies did not come
soon. In fact, James was bare-
ly seen on the trail until after
businessman Perry Johnson
launched his bid in January
2026.

By then, a fatigued grass-
roots base had cycled through
seven conservative alter-
natives before settling on
Johnson, the only non-James
candidate mounting an active
campaign heading into the
Aug. 4 primary.

Irked that James seemed
to take their support for
granted rather than making
time for them, many grass-
roots activists backed John-
son. Once James emerged as
the nominee, little evidence
suggested those activists ral-
lied behind him with any real
enthusiasm. The "rallies and
balloons" promised in April
fell flat.

A muted media presence.
No clear policy platform. No
track record in state govern-
ment to lean on. Beyond the
familiar, smiling face from
eight years ago, James offered
little substantive material for
voters to latch onto.

In theory, that should not
have doomed him. Backed by
Trump and the DeVos family,
James appeared to have all the

institutional firepower neces-
sary to win.

Except Trump rarely cuts
checks to the statewide candi-
dates he endorses. The former
president raises enormous
sums from individual donors.
To monitor the volume of
those solicitations, I sub-
scribed to his email lists long
ago.

Since James announced
his bid on April 7, 2025, the
Trump fundraising apparatus
has sent me 3,417 appeals for
cash — an average of roughly
six per day.

The amount of television
and digital ad money a Trump-
aligned entity has contributed
to James' general election
effort: zero.

Trump has aided select
congressional contenders.
Mike Rogers’ U.S. Senate bid
received $25 million from
Trump’s No Going Back PAC,
according to tracking data
from AdImpact.

James never matched
Benson’s national fundrais-
ing footprint. He exited the
primary with $1.45 million
in cash on hand; Benson held
nearly $6 million.

Benson’s operation has
spent an average of $1 mil-
lion a week on television since
August. James has spent $2
million total.

That money will not go far.
As it turns out, neither will
John James’ bid for governor.

El-Sayed
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migration law even to the
detriment of the Constitution
itself. In this country, the
law of the land is the Con-
stitution, and every other
law gets enforced within the
bounds of the Constitution."

Ilustrating the stark dif-
ference between due process
and arbitrary detention, he
offered a vivid comparison.

"What is the difference be-
tween an arrest and a kidnap-
ping? When you're under ar-
rest, you are told you're under
arrest, you know exactly who's
arresting you, you are told
why, and you are told how to
challenge the circumstances of
your arrest," he said. "Kidnap-
ping is just somebody com-
ing and picking you up off the
street. Ask yourself whether
ICE detention looks more like
an arrest or kidnapping."

On the healthcare crisis
As a physician and epide-
miologist who co-authored a
definitive book on universal
healthcare, El-Sayed offered
a stark analysis of current
federal policy directions.

He warned that pending
rollbacks to Medicaid cover-
age and Affordable Care Act
subsidies will destabilize
the entire medical economy,
creating a catastrophic feed-
back loop for private insur-
ance holders as well.

"Our healthcare system is
too often more focused on
billing than healing," he said.
"It shouldn't be this hard in
the richest, most powerful
country in the world to see a
doctor, and it should not be
this hard to pay your taxes
and know that that money is
going to be spent on you and
your kids, rather than drop-
ping bombs on somebody
else and their kids."

Detailing the systemic
consequences of safety-net
reductions, he explained:
"You're going to watch tens of
thousands of people in every
state get kicked off of Med-
icaid. When they get kicked
off, they still need help. ... So
what do they do? Show up to
an emergency room with the
worst manifestation of the
illness. The cost gets pushed
back onto people who pay
premiums. ... It's what econo-
mists call a death spiral."

On political courage

Decrying political games-
manship in Washington, he
emphasized that too much of
politics is dictated by people
for whom it is not a matter of
life and death.

"Too much of politics is
dictated by people for whom
politics is not a matter of life
and death. And right now,
there are a lot of people who
are struggling with the life-
and-death issues of politics.
I'm not going to the United
States Senate to play the po-
litical game," he said.

The general election is
Nov. 3.

— Read more at ottawa

newsnetwork.org.

Porch
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began earlier this year,

the national average for
regular gasoline was about
$2.98 a gallon. Today it's
well over $4. The war and
the disruption of oil moving
through the Strait of Hormuz
have played a major role in
that increase.

And unlike most debates
about presidents and gas
prices, there isn't much dis-
agreement about the connec-
tion this time.

The day after we were in
Deckerville, President Trump
was in Port Huron campaign-
ing alongside Republican
candidates Mike Rogers and
John James.

Gas prices came up.
Trump called the higher
prices a “short-term hit” and
a “small price to pay” for the

war with Iran. He acknowl-

edged knowing prices would
rise when he made the deci-
sion to go to war.

In other words, the $5.19
sign we had passed the day
before wasn't some abstract
economic argument.

It was one of the costs of a
decision.

Whether that decision was
worth the cost is something
voters can decide for them-
selves.

But there is a cost.

And I couldn't help think-
ing about that as we drove
toward a fundraiser for a rural
hospital.

Because healthcare policy
works the same way.

Wars are choices.

Budgets are choices.

Cuts are choices.

And elections are how we
choose the people who make
them.

Republicans in Washing-
ton, including U.S. Rep. Lisa
McClain, approved significant

cuts and changes to Medicaid
last year. The Michigan
Health & Hospital Association
says those changes will
cost the state's hospitals
more than $6 billion over 10
years.

Rural hospitals are particu-
larly vulnerable.

They tend to serve older
populations, more patients
on Medicaid and Medicare,
and communities where there
simply aren't enough privately
insured patients to make up
the difference.

So when Washington
cuts healthcare spending,
that's not just a number buried
somewhere in a federal bud-
get.

Eventually that number ar-
rives on Main Street.

Sometimes political choices
show up in six-foot-tall num-
bers on the sign outside a gas
station.

Other times they're harder
to see.

They show up as a service
that isn't offered anymore.

A position that isn't filled.

An ambulance that has to
travel farther.

A family that has to drive an
hour for care.

Or, in the worst cases, a hos-
pital that closes its doors.

We've already watched that
happen in rural communities
across Michigan and across
the country.

That's what makes what is
happening in Sandusky so
encouraging.

While other communities
are losing healthcare, this
community is investing in it.

McKenzie's new hospital
represents something bigger
than a construction project.

It's a statement that rural
communities are worth invest-
ing in.

That people shouldn't have
to move to a metropolitan area
to have reasonable access to
healthcare.

That the Thumb has a
future.

Saturday night, a hundred
or so people weren't debat-
ing Medicaid reimbursement
formulas or federal budget
projections. They were eat-
ing dinner, bidding on auc-
tion items, solving a pretend
murder and raising money for
their hospital.

That's what communities do.

But there is a limit to what
chicken dinners, silent auc-
tions and generous donors can
accomplish.

With Election Day com-
ing Nov. 3, that seems worth
remembering.

The choices we make at the
ballot box aren't simply state-
ments about which team we're
on. They're choices about
what happens next.

What we invest in.

What we cut.

And what kind of communi-
ties we're going to have when
all the campaigning is over.
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PROBATE
ASSISTANCE

Are you facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting a
Wayne County probate court case because a property is in the
name of a deceased family member?

CONTACT ONE OF OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS:

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-725-4560
UCHCDetroit.org
help@uchcdetroit.org

Lakeshore Legal Aid: 888-783-8190
LakeshorelegalAid.org
probono@lakeshorelegalaid.org

WayneCountyMl.gov/treasurer | 313-224-5990
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For older people, es-
pecially those who spend
much of their time at
home, hearing children
at the door can bring a
special kind of joy.

Their excitement and
laughter can brighten an
otherwise quiet evening.

Today, Halloween inclu-
des not only traditional
door-to-door trick-or-
treating but also school
programs, church and
community gatherings,
trick-or-treat events,
pumpkin festivals, and
neighborhood  celebra-
tions. The customs may
continue to change, but
one beautiful part remai-
ns the same: people co-
ming together.

Perhaps that is the
real gift of Halloween. It
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is not simply the candy
we give or receive. It is
the smiles we exchan-
ge, the children whose
happiness we share, the
neighbors we greet, and
the memories families
create together.

This Halloween, on
Saturday, Oct. 31, when
the doorbell rings and
we hear those familiar
words, “Trick or treat!,”
may we remember that
behind every open door
is an opportunity to sha-
re a little kindness and
joy.

In a world where peo-
ple can so easily beco-
me separated from one
another, even a simple
smile and a warm welco-
me can remind us how
blessed we are when
neighbors still open their
doors — and their hearts
- to one another.




