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By Charles Sercombe

Volunteers of Hamtra-

mck, your city is calling 

you.

The city is seeking 

folks to be part of its 

“Every Neighbor” prog-

ram, which assists se-

nior homeowners and 

the disabled with their 

lawn maintenance.

Volunteers are also 

needed for the city’s on-

going tree planting prog-

ram, as well as for com-

munity cleanups.

As we all know, Ham-

tramck is in constant 

need of volunteers to 

help out with picking 

up stray trash from the 

streets, and in the alleys 

and parks. The amount 

of litter in this town is 

mind-boggling, to say the 

least.

The volunteer program 

is part of a greater vision 

for the city, which is:

“To create spaces for 

all volunteers, including 

organizations, youth and 

leaders, to uplift the 

Hamtramck community.”

Besides being a good 

neighbor, you can also 

rack up volunteer ser-

vices hours, which high 

school kids need to do 

in order to graduate, all 

while building connec-

tions with residents, de-

veloping new skills, and 

creating “meaningful 

change.”

Plus, it makes you feel 

good to volunteer – even 

if it’s just here and there.

Or, as volunteer Phillip 

Kwik asks:

“Do you want to meet 

folks in Hamtramck 

doing good work? Are 

you thinking about vo-

lunteering a few hours to 

help your community?”

You can meet up with 

fellow volunteers on 

Thursday, Sept. 10 (from 

6-8 p.m.) at a Hamtra-

mck Mutual Aid Meet 

and Greet, at Florian 

East, located at 9350 

Jos. Campau.

Quick Hits
Be a good
neighbor and
lend a hand
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DANNY D LIVE!
Labor Day Weekend

Sunday, September 6
5-7 pm on the Main Stage (near Caniff)

Danny D and the Vagabonds
Jezy Brothers • Sunday, Sept. 6, Main Stage, 4pm

By Charles Sercombe

Pride �ags are still not 

permitted to be displayed 

on public property in 

Hamtramck.

Recently, a three-judge 

panel of the Federal Ap-

peals Court for the Eas-

tern District of Michigan 

upheld the city’s 2023 

ban on such �ags. That 

ban was originally pas-

sed by an all-male and 

all-Muslim city council 

and mayor.

At the time, the council 

and mayor insisted they 

adopted the policy as a 

way to remain “neutral” 

on the issue, along with 

most other cultural is-

sues.

But the legal �ght to 

once again permit pride 

�ags to �y will continue, 

says Russ Gordon -- who, 

along with Catrina Stack-

poole, is �ghting the city’s 

policy.

Gordon said his attor-

ney, Marc Susselman, is 

seeking a rehearing on 

the matter.

“We believe that the 

decision is erroneous in 

many ways,” Gordon said.

According to City Attor-

ney Odey Meroueh, the 

federal court “held that 

the city lawfully reserved 

its �agpoles for the city’s 

own speech, and that the 

resolution complies with 

the First Amendment.”

Meroueh stressed that 

the decision “places no 

limits of any kind on priva-

te expression. Residents, 

businesses, and orga-

nizations in Hamtramck 

remain fully free to dis-

play any �ag or message 

By Charles Sercombe

Former mayor Amer 

Ghalib, who now works 

for President Trump’s ad-

ministration, didn’t hold 

back in lashing out at 

those trying to upend the 

city’s ban on displaying 

pride �ags on city pro-

perty.

In a post on his Face-

book page, he said:

“I previously said that 

my political battles with 

my opponents ended 

with the end of my term 

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck’s annual 

street party is about to 

take over Jos. Campau’s 

northend.

Yes, it’s that time of the 

year – the time when the 

Hamtramck Labor Day 

Festival returns, this Sa-

turday, Sunday and Mon-

day (Sept. 5-7).

For many of us, this 

local ritual signals the 

end of summer. At least, 

as we know it.

As usual, the festival 

features live music, car-

nival rides, great food, 

local craftsfolk and other 

vendors, Big Time wrest-

ling, the famed Canoe 

Race, and a carnival 

midway with rides and ga-

mes.

Did we mention beer 

and drinks? Yes, these 

too, for those who imbi-

By Charles Sercombe

Last Saturday was no 

ordinary day in Hamtra-

mck.

Or maybe, considering 

the number of musicians 

who live here, Saturday 

could be considered just 

another ordinary wee-

kend day, after all.

Anyway you look at 

it, Toast was treated to 

some homegrown music 

in front of the Hamtra-

mck Historical Museum 

– a museum that is �l-

led with so many Ham-

tramck artifacts and so 

much ephemera, you 

just have to keep coming 

back to visit in order to 

digest it all.

But back to Saturday: 

Residents and shop-

pers were treated to mu-

sicians playing homema-

de stringed instruments 

provided by master craf-

tsman Michael Copado.

Among those enjoying 

the sounds was a mu-

sic-loving pup named 

Kingsley, and a group of 

out-of-town shoppers, 

one of whom just so hap-

pened to have a kazoo-li-

ke instrument handy.

And we were once 

again delighted to wit-

ness an act of kind-

ness -- perhaps a small 

one, but any such kind 

act goes a long way 

with us.

This particular AOK 

(Act of Kindness) was 

provided by one bys-

tander, who comple-

mented an elderly 

woman’s shirt as she 

walked by.

Her appreciative 

smile back said it 

all.

And this, folks, is 

what makes Hamtra-

mck such a special 

place to live in or vi-

sit.

Get out and explore 

the city. There is a lot 

to offer.

When it comes to 

good food and great ti-

mes, Hamtramck has 

plenty to offer. In this 

column, we’ll talk about 

what’s happening at 

our bars, restaurants 

and at other events 

throughout the city.

A lazy Saturday afternoon at 
the museum   

Hamtramck’s annual 
Labor Day Fest rolls 
out on Campau

Pride flag
ban upheld
by court 

Former mayor 

lashes out at 

‘deep state’ in 

pride flag issue 

Call today and get the
help you need. We are

here to help!

PROBATE

ASSISTANCE

PROBATE
ASSISTANCE

FROM THE OFFICE OF 

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER ERIC R. SABREE

WayneCountyMI.gov/treasurer | 313-224-5990

LakeshoreLegalAid.org
probono@lakeshorelegalaid.org

Call today and get the
help you need. We are

here to help!

Call today and 

get the help you 

need. We are 

here to help!

Hamtramck’s Labor Day Festival takes over the 

northend of Jos. Campau this weekend. The festival 

runs Saturday through Monday.
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It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 103 Years of 

Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 

Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday, September 6, 

Holy Mass 9:00 am

Sept 5 – Holy Mass 9 am

Sept 8 – Solemnity of the 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary Holy Mass 7 pm

Sept 12 – Take-out only Soup 

Kitchen 2-4 pm

All are Welcome!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300
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Starting at
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Starting at
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With coupon. Expires 9-30-26.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning 

Job, Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.
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Boilers, 

Heating, 
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Cleaning

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 
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of Service

Air Conditioning Service Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

• Diagnose and �x your AC problems quickly

• Professional AC Replacement & Installation

• Upgrade to energy e�cient systems $109Must present coupon at time of estimate. With 
coupon. Expires 9-30-26.
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Enroll today for 2020!!

• Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade

• English Language Learner program

• Boys and Girls athletics including

soccer, basketball, cheerleading,

volleyball and flag football

• Opportunities for parent 

involvement including ESL classes

• Before/after school program

• Technology rich instruction including

iPads, chrome books, computer lab,

smart boards

• GSRP Preschool Program for 

4 year olds

• High performing academic 

achievement 

Educating your
child like our own!

Enroll Today for 2026-2027!

they choose on their own 

property.”

He added: “The court 

recognized what the city 

has said from the be-

ginning. This was never 

about any one �ag or any 

one community. It was 

about whether a city may 

reserve its own �agpoles 

for its own speech, and 

the Sixth Circuit has now 

con�rmed in a published 

opinion that it may. 

“Former Mayor (Amer) 

Ghalib showed steady 

leadership on this issue 

from the start, and this 

decision is a vindication 

of that leadership and 

of the council that enac-

ted the policy. We are 

grateful for the court’s 

careful consideration of 

the case.” 

Both Gordon and Stac-

kpoole were volunteer 

appointees of former 

mayor Karen Majewski, 

and served on the Ham-

tramck Human Relations 

Commission.

Former mayor Amer 

Ghalib �red both after 

they �ew a pride �ag on 

a Jos. Campau city-owned 

�agpole in protest of the 

ban.

Shortly after the pride 

�ag was raised, police of-

�cers removed it.

At the time, Ghalib said 

the pride �ag protest 

was “expected,” calling 

it “another unnecessary 

distraction by the for-

mer power structure that 

doesn’t like to see the 

city moving forward. Good 

things are happening for 

the �rst time in decades, 

such as budget surplus 

and infrastructure repair,” 

Ghalib said.

“This exposes the for-

mer egregious leaders-

hip failure, therefore they 

want to constantly create 

obstacles on our way.”

Since then, Ghalib has 

moved on to work for Pre-

sident Trump’s administ-

ration, after having whip-

ped up support among 

Arab and Muslim commu-

nity members in the met-

ro region for Trump during 

his 2024 presidential 

campaign.

In a recent post on his 

Facebook page, Ghalib 

said he is considering 

a lawsuit against those 

who fought against the 

pride �ag ban.

“The option of �ling a 

counter-lawsuit seeking 

damages for the emotio-

nal distress and delibera-

te defamation in�icted 

upon us, as well as the 

�nancial harm caused to 

the city, should now be 

seriously considered,” 

Ghalib said.

(His entire post can be 

read on the front page 

and page 2.)

For several years, 

Gordon spearheaded do-

nation drives to pay for 

the international �ags 

that used to be �own on 

the 18 �agpoles lining 

Jos. Campau. Those 18 

�agpoles now all feature 

only American �ags.

The city only allows the 

American, state, city and 

POW �ags to be displayed 

on city property.

After the ban, state 

Attorney General Dana 

Nessel, who is Jewish 

and married to a woman, 

condemned the city’s 

�ag ban at a protest rally 

held in front of city hall in 

Zussman Park.

Nessel, who is being 

termed out at the end of 

the year, said the city’s 

ban was not an act of 

neutrality.

“Banning the pride �ag 

is meant to send the very 

opposite message: a 

message of intolerance, 

hatred, and bigotry. … 

As it’s said, ‘In situations 

of injustice, neutrality 

always favors the oppres-

sor, never the oppressed.’

“And, as Martin Luther 

King Jr. so aptly observed: 

‘The hottest place in hell 

is reserved for those who 

remain neutral in times of 

great moral con�ict. Anyo-

ne who accepts evil, wit-

hout protesting against 

it, is one who cooperates 

with it.’”

Nessel added: “And 

make no mistake: homo-

phobia, transphobia, are 

indeed forms of evil just 

as much as Islamophobia 

is.”

Pride flag ban upheld by court
Continued from front page 

as mayor, but they went 

ahead and the federal 

court upheld the decision 

in the �ag-raising case.

“This week, the other 

slap came with the con-

�rmation by the Supreme 

Federal Court of the deci-

sion of the lower court to 

reject the �ag-raising of 

the LGBTQ+ �ag, which 

was a valid, legal, and 

constitutional decision.

“This case, in our opi-

nion, started from a prob-

lem that did not exist, ini-

tiated by the deep state 

within the policy of emp-

loying contentious cases 

against the new administ-

ration in order to thwart 

it, and we were always 

in a position of defense 

and neutrality towards all 

components of society.

“The chaotic actions of 

these forces caused me-

dia uproar and delibera-

te distortion of the city 

and its leadership, but 

they lost the legal batt-

le, then regained it, then 

lost again, and perhaps 

decided to take the case 

to the country’s supreme 

court, and they will de�ni-

tely lose.

“We have won the batt-

le against the deep state, 

including the Attorney Ge-

neral of the state, Dana 

Nessel, and it is time for 

her to apologize for her 

presence in Hamtramck 

and protesting against 

the mayor and provoking 

society from the highest 

legal authority in the sta-

te.

“The option to �le a 

counterclaim for psyc-

hological harm and de-

liberate distortion that 

befell us, and the materi-

al damage that befell the 

city, should be studied 

now.

“I am waiting for an 

open apology from the 

Attorney General Dana 

Nessel and the previous 

mayor and the deep state 

that supported them, and 

their actions were one 

of the main reasons for 

what happened to them 

in the previous elections.

“I previously said that 

my political battles with 

my opponents had ended 

with the conclusion of my 

term as mayor. However, 

they went on to appeal 

the federal court’s deci-

sion in the �ag-raising 

case.

“Then came another 

blow: the federal appeals 

court upheld the lower 

court’s ruling, �nding that 

the City of Hamtramck’s 

decision to refuse the rai-

sing of identity �ags was 

sound, lawful, and consti-

tutional.

“In our view, this case 

began over an issue that 

did not exist in the �rst 

place. It was initiated by 

the ‘deep state’ as part 

of a strategy of weapo-

nizing controversial is-

sues against the new ad-

ministration at the time in 

an attempt to undermine 

it. We were always put in 

the position of defending 

ourselves, and we have 

never started any issue!

“The chaotic actions of 

those forces generated 

signi�cant media noise 

and deliberate attempts 

to smear the city and its 

leadership. But they lost 

the legal battle, appea-

led the decision, and lost 

again. They may decide 

to take the case to the 

U.S. Supreme Court, and 

they will undoubtedly 

lose there as well.”

Former mayor lashes out at ‘deep 

state’ in pride flag issue  Continued from front page
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Other Voices:  Guest Editorial

Coming up… At press are very excited for Ham- renters.

Review: Opinion Page

This weekend is the city’s 
time to shine  

In Our Opinion

Once again, Hamtra-

mck will welcome a few 

thousand visitors this 

weekend for the annual 

Labor Day Festival.

This festival has been 

running almost every 

year since 1980, and 

it’s gone through plenty 

of ups and downs.

There have been good 

years, bad years and 

so-so years, but lately 

we’ve enjoyed a string 

of successes. We’re not 

the biggest festival that 

happens in the state, 

but we are de�nitely the 

most “Hamtramcky.”

And that means weird, 

and in all the right ways.

As usual, festival or-

ganizers had to jump 

through some last-minu-

te hoops thanks to the 

city council, but, also 

as usual, the festival 

will still go on. This ye-

arly dance between city 

of�cials and festival vo-

lunteer organizers has 

been happening since 

the inception of the 

event.

We’ll chalk it up to 

just being one of those 

quirks of the city.

Nevertheless, the fes-

tival is about the city 

coming together and en-

joying the last moments 

of summer. It’s also 

when Hamtramck truly 

shines.

So, let’s all enjoy the 

weekend -- and re�ect 

on what ties our com-

munity together, and de-

�nes us.

Here’s to good times.

By C.V. Samuel

Monday, Sept. 7, 2026, 

is Labor Day in the United 

States. For many Ame-

ricans, it is simply a long 

weekend, a time for family 

gatherings, picnics, travel, 

shopping, sports, and 

one last celebration befo-

re summer comes to an 

end. It is often called “the 

unof�cial end of summer.”

But Labor Day is much 

more than a day off from 

work. It is a day to remem-

ber and honor the millions 

of men and women who-

se labor has helped build, 

strengthen, and sustain 

America. 

The U.S. Department 

of Labor describes Labor 

Day as a celebration of 

the social and economic 

achievements of Ame-

rican workers. Its roots 

go back to the labor mo-

vement of the late ni-

neteenth century, when 

workers and labor leaders 

began demanding better 

working conditions, fairer 

wages, more reasonable 

working hours, and grea-

ter dignity and respect for 

working people.

The Beginnings of 

Labor Day

The history of Labor Day 

is closely connected with 

the struggles of American 

workers during the Indust-

rial Revolution. In the 19th 

century, many workers 

faced long hours, low wa-

ges, unsafe workplaces, 

and limited protections. 

The eight-hour workday 

and other improvements 

that many workers take 

for granted today were not 

always the norm.

There is some historical 

debate over who �rst pro-

posed the idea of Labor 

Day. Peter J. McGuire, a 

prominent labor leader 

and co-founder of the 

American Federation of 

Labor, has traditionally 

received much of the cre-

dit.

More recent historical 

research also points 

to Matthew Maguire, a 

machinist and labor le-

ader in New York, as an 

important �gure in the 

holiday’s creation. Whoe-

ver deserves the title of 

“Father of Labor Day,” the 

larger story is clear: the 

holiday grew out of the or-

ganized efforts of working 

people seeking recogni-

tion and dignity.

From a workers’ 

movement to a national 

holiday

The idea quickly spread 

beyond New York. Oregon 

became the �rst state to 

establish Labor Day as a 

legal holiday in 1887, and 

other states followed. By 

1894, many states had 

adopted the holiday.

On June 28, 1894, 

Congress passed legisla-

tion making the �rst Mon-

day of September a legal 

federal holiday, and Pre-

sident Grover Cleveland 

signed it into law. Since 

then, Americans have ob-

served Labor Day on the 

�rst Monday of Septem-

ber.

The early celebrations 

were not simply recreatio-

nal events. Parades and 

public gatherings allowed 

workers to demonstrate 

their unity, discuss wor-

king conditions, and re-

mind the nation of the 

important contribution of 

labor to America’s econo-

mic and civic life.

Over the years, the holi-

day became less associa-

ted with labor protests 

and more with family ce-

lebrations and leisure.

What Labor Day means 

today

Today, the American 

workforce is very different 

from what it was in 1882. 

Workers are employed 

in factories, farms, hos-

pitals, schools, of�ces, 

restaurants, stores, the 

transportation sector, 

technology companies, 

small businesses, on 

construction sites, and in 

countless other occupa-

tions.

Some work with their 

hands; others work with 

computers, machines, 

ideas, or using specialized 

skills. Doctors, nurses, 

teachers, truck drivers, 

farmers, construction 

workers, mechanics, po-

lice of�cers, �re�ghters, 

restaurant workers, cle-

aners, caregivers, of�ce 

employees, small busi-

Guest editorial: Why does America 

celebrate Labor Day? 

Night Bazaar … As if 

this weekend isn’t busy 

enough with the Hamtra-

mck Labor Day Festival, 

this Saturday also fea-

tures the return of the 

monthly Hamtramck Nig-

ht Bazaars.

Happening at Pope 

Park, at Jos. Campau 

and Belmont, the events 

feature a dozen or more 

local craft vendors, along 

with live music. This Sa-

turday’s featured perfor-

mer is Arct1c.

Take a short break from 

the festival -- or drop by 

�rst -- and check it out.

The Bazaar goes from 6 

to 10 p.m.

City council … The to-

psy-turvy world of Ham-

tramck’s city council 

continues to spin our col-

lective heads around.

This council has kept 

itself busy with censuring 

each other and then re-

versing those decisions, 

and the latest target of 

the council was Council-

member Mohammad 

Hassan.

At a recent council 

meeting, the council re-

moved Hassan from his 

double duty as Mayor 

Pro Tem and replaced 

him with Councilmember 

Abu Musa, who several 

months ago was also re-

moved from that position.

On top of that, there 

is supposedly an inves-

tigation by the Michigan 

State Police into Council-

member Yousuf Saed, re-

garding an allegation of 

him selling his city-issued 

laptop for $1,000.

Given the track record 

of previous so-called in-

vestigations, it’s a good 

bet nothing will come of 

it.

In the meantime, a bill 

has already been submit-

ted for Mayor Adam Al-

harbi’s own legal �ght to 

prevent 37 ballots from 

being counted from last 

November’s city election.

Alharbi recently con-

vinced a bare majority of 

three councilmembers to 

accept his private legal 

bill to prevent the ballots 

from being counted.

Why the fuss over those 

particular ballots being 

counted? There is a lot 

at stake for Alharbi, as 

those ballots could very 

well swing last Novem-

ber’s mayoral election to 

his opponent, former city 

councilmember Muhith 

Mahmood.

In other words, if Mah-

mood turns out to be the 

winner, Alharbi is out of a 

job as mayor.

No matter what, this 

means that you, Ham-

tramck taxpayers, will be 

footing the mayor’s esti-

mated $200,000 attor-

ney bill.

Considering the num-

ber of lawsuits our city 

council has racked up, 

Hamtramck is on track 

to go broke from all the 

various legal payouts and 

fees.

In the meantime, the 

council OK’d another ho-

nori�c street. Good thing 

they focus on the impor-

tant matters, eh?

State voter rolls … 

There has been a lot of 

talk lately about which vo-

ters are truly quali�ed to 

vote, as well as about the 

security of our voter rolls.

The Michigan Secretary 

of State of�ce recently 

blasted out an email as-

suring folks that Michi-

gan’s voter rolls are up 

to date, and have been 

checked.

“A  report released to-

day by the state Of�ce 

of Auditor General  (OAG) 

shows that Michigan’s 

voter rolls are more accu-

rate than ever before, 

thanks to comprehensi-

ve reforms and improve-

ments made by the Michi-

gan Department of State 

(MDOS) under Secretary 

of State Jocelyn Benson,” 

said the press release.

The press release conti-

nued, saying: 

“Michigan is one of the 

nation’s leaders in ensu-

ring secure elections whi-

le protecting access to 

the ballot box for eligible 

voters. Thanks to recent 

upgrades implemented 

by the Department of 

State, Michigan uses the 

information that custo-

mers already provide du-

ring routine state agency 

transactions, and then 

ef�ciently identi�es and 

removes ineligible app-

licants from any voter re-

gistration process before 

it starts.

“This vital tool is desig-

ned to automatically �lter 

out noncitizens from any 

registration opportunity, 

helping to ensure Michi-

gan’s voter rolls remain 

up to date and accurate.”

Festival time … We 

just checked the weather 

forecast for this weekend, 

and it looks like good 

news for those attending 

the Hamtramck Labor 

Day Festival.

The weather predictors 

are saying it will be partly 

cloudy, with temperatures 

topping out at around 79-

80 degrees.

That will be quite a re-

lief from the heat wave 

we went through back on 

this past Tuesday, Wed-

nesday and Thursday.

Kwik adds: 

“Hamtramck Mutual 

Aid volunteers are the 

folks behind the Every 

Neighbor project, which 

has been mowing lawns 

and clearing weeds for 

seniors and the home-

bound every summer for 

the past four years, to 

help them avoid code vio-

lations while they stay in 

their homes. 

“The slogan of Hamtra-

mck Mutual Aid is to sha-

re ‘resources, skills, and 

ideas among residents in 

Hamtramck, to aid in the 

liberation of everyone.’

 “In other words, you 

help me, I help you, and 

we both bene�t and lead 

better, more ful�lling li-

ves.”

Kwik, a former city 

councilmember here in 

Hamtramck, had still 

more to say:

“In addition to Every 

Neighbor, HMA members 

put together a winter 

Snow Emergency Team to 

help clear the sidewalks, 

and keep Hamtramck 

safe and walkable when 

the weather turns cold. 

“They lead cleanups be-

fore and after events like 

the Paczki Day Run and 

the Labor Day Festival. 

And they deliver meals to 

residents in need, in the 

area. 

“Sounds like a group 

you would like to be part 

of, right? Come down to 

Florian East on Sept. 10 

for a beverage. You just 

might leave with a few 

new friends, a volunteer 

opportunity, and a sense 

of empowerment to imp-

rove our little town.”

If you can’t make it to 

the meeting, you can con-

tact the city at (313) 800-

5233, extension 818; 

email ced@hamtramc-

kcity.gov; or go online to 

www.hamtramckcity.gov.

C.V. Samuel
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One or two-room apart-

ment for rent, 586-634-

2502. 9/4

Room for rent, Warren, 

MI, 586-209-6445. 9/4

13101 Bloom St., one 

block off Charles. Some-

thing for everyone, me-

chanics dream, tools 

galore, saws, shovels, 

diggers, 2 small gen-

erators, carpentry and 

mechanic tools, security 

and entry doors, 2 beds, 

bicycles, new trampoline, 

4 long guns, Sat. Sept. 5, 

from 9:30 to 6:30, 313-

310-3540. 9/4  

Deadline for 

classifieds for 

next week is 

Thursday at 

Noon

Call 

(313) 874-2100 

to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their ad fol-

lowing �rst publication. The newspaper 

shall not be liable for failure to publish 

an ad, for a typographic error or errors 

in publication except to the extent of 

the cost of the ad for the �rst day’s in-

sertion. Adjustments for errors is limit-

ed to the cost of that portion of the ad 

wherein the error occurred. We reserve 

the right to classify, revise or reject any 

classi�ed advertisement.

APARTMENTS AND

FLATS FOR RENT
GARAGE SALES

Service Directory

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

(313) 365-8630

1
2
/3

1
/2

6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Get Attention! 
Place an Ad in 

The Review Business 

Directory

Call Dave (313) 874-2100

Coming Events
SATURDAY, Sept. 12, 2-4 p.m. --Take-out 

only Soup Kitchen at Holy Cross P.N.C. 

Church, 2311 Pulaski at Fleming. Everyone 

is welcome! (Please come in person to pick 

up your meal.)

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

Ob�uariesOb�uaries

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log 

covers Aug. 23-28.

Sunday, Aug. 23

• Loose dogs were re-

ported on Lumpkin and 

Grayling.

Monday, Aug. 24

• A �ght was repor-

ted at Jos. Campau and 

Hewitt.

Tuesday, Aug. 25

• A suspect was arres-

ted after a police chase. 

The suspect was charged 

with possessing a stolen 

vehicle.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported on Jos. 

Campau.

• A neighbor complaint 

was made in the 2600 

block of Whalen.

Wednesday, Aug. 26

• A theft was reported 

on Jacob.

• Miscellaneous comp-

laints were made in the 

3500 block of Caniff.

• A person in the 3200 

block of Roosevelt repor-

ted receiving harassing 

calls.

Thursday, Aug. 27

• A business in the 

2900 block of Caniff re-

ported trouble with a cus-

tomer.

• Complaints about ju-

veniles were made in the 

area of Dyar and Circle 

Dr., as well as in the area 

of Brombach and Florian.

• A complaint was 

made about noise in the 

2100 block of Belmont.

Friday, Aug. 28

• A complaint was 

made about an animal 

in the 9000 block of Jos. 

Campau.

• A complaint was 

made about noise in the 

2600 block of Carpenter.

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile 

in the 8900 block of Co-

nant.

ROOMS FOR RENT

Welcome back
The Ukrainian American 

Archives and Museum of 

Detroit recently weclomed 

back Hamtramck’s public 

school students to the new 

school year.

Here’s what they had to 

say:

“We were honored to join 

this year’s Hamtramck Pub-

lic Schools Welcome Back 

Breakfast as a commu-

nity partner, thanks to the 

kind invitation from Jeremy 

Hein, Educational Techno-

logy Instructional Coach.

“Bright and early this 

morning we were setup 

and ready to share infor-

mation about our work with 

teachers and staff, and 

connect with educators loo-

king for meaningful ways to 

enhance their students’ le-

arning experiences. 

“Many of the teachers 

were exploring ways to be 

more inclusive of their Uk-

rainian-born pupils atten-

ding local schools.

“We were also glad to 

be alongside so many 

wonderful community and 

cultural partners, inclu-

ding the Hamtramck His-

torical Museum, the DIA 

Education Department, 

The Henry Ford Michigan 

Invention Convention, Bu-

ffalo Prescott, Detroit Pub-

lic Theatre, Passengers, 

Piast, and the InterFaith Le-

adership Council of Metro 

Detroit.

“We wish all HPS 

teachers, staff, and stu-

dents a safe, successful, 

and fruitful new academic 

year!”

(The Ukrainian American 

Archives and Museum of 

Detroit is located at 9630 

Jos. Campau in Hamtra-

mck.)

School BellSchool Bell

MARECKI
T h a d d e u s 

Frank Marecki, 

98, died Au-

gust 30, 2026.

Dear father 

of Marie (late Walter) 

Kendzierski, Joe (Cynthia), 

Jennie Roberts, and the 

late Richard (Tamara).   

He is also survived by 12 

grandchildren and seven 

great-grandchildren.

A Memorial Mass will be 

held, Friday, September 18, 

2026, at 11 a.m., at Saint 

Florian Catholic Church, 

2626 Poland, Hamtramck 

MI 48212.

Inurnment TBD at Great 

Lakes National Cemetery, 

Holly MI.

ZACHARIAS
Frank Zacha-

rias, 87, died 

August 29, 

2026.

A lifelong 

Hamtramck resident, 

Frank was the 11th of 14 

children in a deeply rooted 

Hamtramck family. Frank 

was born in his house on 

Casmere, and it is there 

that he grew up, raised his 

own family, enjoyed an ac-

tive retirement, and even-

tually passed.  

Frank attended St. Ladis-

laus Elementary and High 

School. After graduating 

in 1957, Frank remained 

active at St. Lad’s church, 

serving as an usher, Parish 

Council member, and vo-

lunteered at every event or 

fundraiser until it closed in 

2024.

Frank joined the Army 

in 1958,  served in the 

2nd and 3rd Armored Divi-

sions,  and was stationed 

in Germany for 16 months.

After being discharged 

from the Army, Frank wor-

ked for the State Liquor 

Commission, then the 

US Post Of�ce starting in 

1966 and retired from the-

re in October 1992. 

After retiring Frank joined 

the Rainbow Seniors at St. 

Lad’s Church and was elec-

ted President of the group 

during his second year. He 

organized activities and 

bus trips to keep the se-

niors active. Word quickly 

spread to other churches 

in the area and soon the 

trips were full of old and 

new friends alike. Frank 

retired from the Rainbow 

Seniors in 2018.

An avid sports fan, Frank 

attended everything from 

U of M football to his belo-

ved Detroit Tigers. He also 

worked as an usher at Ti-

ger Stadium from 1982 

until it closed in 1999.

Throughout his life it 

was important to Frank to 

support his community. He 

did everything from selling 

raf�e tickets for neighbo-

ring parishes, to running 

for a National Of�cer po-

sition with the PRCUA and 

was a regular at fundrai-

sers and events all over 

Hamtramck.

He was also active in 

many Veterans’ Posts 

including PLAV Post 10 and 

American Legion Post 455, 

often serving as chaplain.

Frank was predecea-

sed by his wife of 63 ye-

ars Marge, and his oldest 

daughter Janice Clark. He 

will be remembered by 

his surviving children Amy, 

Martin (Erin), and Julie. 

Fondly remembered by his 

grandchildren Kristopher, 

Jake, Ryan, Connor, Shane, 

Carolyn and Rachel. Left 

to cherish his memory are 

his bonus daughter Bec-

ky Ruzycki, goddaughters 

Marcy Kopacz  and Ma-

ria Scavo  and numerous 

nephews, nieces, and lo-

ved ones. 

Family asks that do-

nations be made for the 

Gary Sinise Foundation in 

Frank’s name.

Memorial Visitation is Fri-

day, October 2, 2026, from 

2 - 7 p.m. at Jurkiewicz & 

Wilk Funeral Home, 2396 

Caniff, Hamtramck MI 

48212.

A Memorial Mass will 

be held Saturday, October 

3, 2026, TBD at Saint Flo-

rian Catholic Church, 2626 

Poland, Hamtramck MI 

48212.

Inurnment will be Mon-

day, October 5, 2026, at 1 

p.m. at Great Lakes Natio-

nal Cemetery, Holly MI.

FOR SALE – 2-FAMILY HOME IN HAMTRAMCK

9709 Dequindre Street, Hamtramck, MI

LOCATION – SPACE – VALUE!  

Conveniently located near the I-75 service drive, 

this spacious and recently remodeled property of-

fers excellent �exibility for homeowners or inves-

tors. Property Features: 2-family home with sepa-

rate living arrangements; can also be used as a 

single-family home – 6 bedrooms, 2 kitchens, 2 full 

bathrooms, full basement, including an additional 

bedroom, completely remodeled with numerous 

updates and improvements.  A few �nishing items 

remain, allowing the new owner to add the �nal 

personal touches.  Asking price: $195,000. Terms: 

cash, new mortgage, Land Contract Possible.

This property offers a great opportunity for an 

owner-occupant, an extended family, or an inves-

tor seeking a versatile home in a convenient Ham-

tramck location.

For more information or to schedule a viewing, 

please call C. V. Samuel (Sam), 586-216-0602 9/11

Get Attention!

Place an Ad in 

The Review Business 

Directory
Call Dave 

(313) 874-2100
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be.

And, also as usual, the 

festival is free to attend. 

Organizers had this to 

say about the festival:

“The Hamtramck Labor 

Day Festival is FREE. No 

admission. No ticket. No 

corporate festival price 

tag.

“Just three days in the 

middle of Hamtramck, put 

together by volunteers 

who somehow manage to 

turn a few city blocks into 

one hell of a weekend.

“Two stages of live 

music, including Saves 

the Day, Esham, Shadow 

Show, The Polish Mus-

lims. and a whole lot 

more. …”

“All of this, organized by 

a group of people who vo-

lunteer their time becau-

se we believe Hamtramck 

deserves a festival that’s 

for the community, and 

accessible to everyone.

“Three days of music, 

food, rides, tradition, 

community, and just the 

right amount of Hamtra-

mck chaos -- forty-plus ye-

ars of Community, Culture 

& Chaos.”

The chaos part is most-

ly what happens during 

the “canoe” races on 

Monday at noon. Although 

the wheeled canoes are 

on pavement, there is a 

whole lot of water, thanks 

to folks who come armed 

with water balloons and 

water guns – and we’re 

talking big-capacity guns, 

the kind that give you a 

thorough soaking.

So be warned, you’re 

going to get wet watching 

the madness of the ca-

noe races.

That’s OK, though, 

because you’ll dry off 

soon enough, and it’s all 

very friendly. Yet, we’ve 

seen everyone from little 

kids to grown adults get a 

certain killer look in their 

eyes as they grinningly 

target their prey.

Monday will feature the 

city’s homegrown parade 

at about 1 p.m. So come 

on out: there is plenty of 

food, beer and fun to en-

joy.

Yep -- Hamtramck can 

still throw a heck of a 

party.

Wellness  
starts here!
Integrated Health 
Services for Children, 
Families & Adults

OUR SERVICES 

• Children’s Programs

• Behavioral Health 

Urgent Care

• Crisis Care Center

• Disability Support

• Mental Health Care

• Mobile Crisis Response

• Outpatient Clinic

• Substance Use 

Treatment

• Veterans Assistance

Access Helpline 24/7 | 365
800-241-4949  
TTY: 866-870-2599

dwihn.org
@DetroitWayneIHN

CONTACT US

SERVING 

WAYNE COUNTY

Hamtramck’s annual 
Labor Day Fest rolls 
out on Campau
Continued from front page
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Place an Ad in 

The Review Today

Call (313) 874-2100

WayneCountyMI.gov/treasurer | 313-224-5990

Are you facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting a
Wayne County probate court case because a property is in the

name of a deceased family member? 

CONTACT ONE OF OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS:

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-725-4560
UCHCDetroit.org 
help@uchcdetroit.org

Lakeshore Legal Aid: 888-783-8190
LakeshoreLegalAid.org
probono@lakeshorelegalaid.org

Call today and get the
help you need. We are

here to help!

PROBATE

ASSISTANCE

PROBATE
ASSISTANCE

FROM THE OFFICE OF 

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER ERIC R. SABREE

ness entrepreneurs, and 

many others all contribute 

to the life of the nation.

The roads we drive on, 

the homes we live in, the 

food we eat, the hospi-

tals that care for us, the 

schools that educate our 

children, and the busines-

ses that provide us with 

our goods and services 

all depend on the work of 

millions of people.

Labor Day, therefore, 

is not only about unions 

or organized labor. It is 

about recognizing the dig-

nity of honest work, and 

appreciating the people 

who make our commu-

nities and our economy 

function.

An immigrant’s 

perspective

I did not know much 

about Labor Day when I 

was living in India. I �rst 

became familiar with this 

American holiday after I 

came to the United States 

in November of 1971.

Coming to America as 

an immigrant gave me a 

new appreciation for the 

meaning of work. Like 

many immigrants, I lear-

ned that work was not 

simply a way to earn a li-

ving. It was also a way to 

build a new life, support a 

family, become part of a 

community, and contribu-

te to the country we had 

chosen as our new home.

For many immigrants 

from India and other parts 

of Asia, working on holi-

days is sometimes part of 

the reality of building a life 

in America.

Some employees may 

receive additional holiday 

pay or overtime, depen-

ding on their employer, 

contract, or union ag-

reement. However, fede-

ral law does not require 

employers to pay double 

wages simply because an 

employee works on Labor 

Day. What matters more 

is remembering why the 

holiday exists in the �rst 

place.

A holiday worth 

remembering

As we enjoy the Labor 

Day weekend with our fa-

milies and friends, it is 

easy to think only about 

the extra day off, the fa-

mily barbecue, the para-

de, the sporting event, or 

the end-of-summer sale.

But, behind our comfor-

table lives, there are ge-

nerations of workers who 

spent long hours building 

factories, laying roads, 

harvesting crops, caring 

for the sick, teaching 

children, constructing ho-

mes, transporting goods, 

and providing the count-

less services on which 

society depends.

Labor Day invites us 

to pause and remember 

them.

It also reminds us that 

progress does not happen 

automatically. Many of the 

protections and opportu-

nities workers enjoy today 

developed through years 

of effort, sacri�ce, orga-

nization, negotiation, and, 

at times, dif�cult struggle.

The history of American 

labor is therefore also part 

of the history of America’s 

continuing search for fair-

ness and opportunity.

A grateful reflection

Labor Day is ultimately 

a celebration of people: 

the people who get up 

early, work long hours, 

take responsibility, ser-

ve others, raise families, 

pay their bills, and quietly 

contribute to the strength 

of their communities.

As an immigrant who 

came to America many 

years ago, I have come 

to see work as more than 

employment. Work can be 

a pathway to dignity, inde-

pendence, responsibility, 

and hope. It can give a 

person the opportunity to 

build a better future for 

the next generation.

So, on Labor Day 2026, 

let us enjoy the holiday, 

but let us also remember 

its deeper meaning.

Let us honor the workers 

of yesterday who foug-

ht for better conditions, 

appreciate the workers of 

today who keep America 

moving, and encourage 

a future in which every 

person who works hard 

is treated with dignity and 

fairness.

Labor Day is not merely 

a day to celebrate the end 

of summer. It is a day to 

remember the value of 

work, the dignity of the 

worker, and the millions 

of ordinary people whose 

extraordinary efforts have 

helped build America.

Let us celebrate them, 

not only on Labor Day, but 

throughout the year.

Guest editorial: Why 

does America celebrate 

Labor Day?  Continued from page 3 


