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By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck is about 

to celebrate a special 

birthday – and a pretty 

big cake will be needed 

to hold all the candles.

We’re talking about 

a birthday celebration 

for the city’s namesa-

ke, Col. Jean-François 

(John Francis) Ham-

tramck, who was born 

270 years ago on Aug. 

16, 1756.

To celebrate the occa-

sion, the Hamtramck 

Historical Museum is 

opening its doors today 

(Friday, Aug. 14) from 6 

to 8 p.m. and dishing 

out ice cream.

There will also be 

an appearance by a 

“special visitor.”

Organizers might 

want to think about 

getting another tub of 

ice cream, because 

Friday’s get-together 

will also celebrate our 

nation’s 250th anniver-

sary.

Soccer clinic
Switching gears from 

birthdays to soccer -- 

yes, soccer -- here’s a 

reminder that the HPC 

is partnering with the 

Hamtramck Recreation 

Department to offer 

a morning/afternoon 

Girls Soccer Clinic this 

Monday, Aug. 17. 

Registration for the 

event has already pas-

sed, but you can still 

try to be a part of the 

fun by reaching out to 

them at: info@hamtra-

mckparks.com.

Tell them that Col. 

Hamtramck sent you.
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A birthday
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By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck voters 

were somewhat out of 

step with other voters in 

the state.

But, keeping with the 

Hamtramck tradition, 

voters here still strongly 

supported the Democra-

tic Party. 

To the likely surprise 

of few, considering Ham-

tramck’s majority Mus-

lim voting and progres-

sive blocs, voters here 

overwhelmingly suppor-

ted candidate Abdul El-

Sayed to become Michi-

gan’s Democratic U.S. 

Senate candidate.

According to unof�cial 

election results supp-

lied to The Review by the 

city clerk’s of�ce, 2,575 

voters cast their ballots 

for El-Sayed, compared 

to only 473 for his De-

mocratic rival, Haley Ste-

vens.

Statewide, El-Sayed 

went on to squeak by 

Stevens in the election, 

by only about one full 

percentage point.

Hamtramck’s support 

for El-Sayed from the 

Muslim community was 

surprising in the sense 

that he is a progressive 

who supports LGBTQ rig-

hts.

In 2024, Muslim vo-

ters here supported Pre-

sident Trump in that elec-

tion. Trump’s policies are 

largely in direct oppo-

sition to what El-Sayed 

stands for.

In other election races, 

voters here went against 

the grain compared to 

others in the city’s state 

Senate District 3 race, 

by throwing their support 

to Mohammed Alam over 

John Conyers III.

Conyers, the son of the 

longtime Detroit Cong-

ressman John Conyers, 

went on to win the 

support of the voters in 

District 3.

Hamtramck voters also 

threw their support to 

Democratic challenger 

Seema Ahmad for State 

Representative District 

7 over incumbent Tonya 

Phillips, who neverthe-

less succeeded in win-

ning the primary thanks 

to the support of other 

voters in her district.

Voters here were in ag-

reement with others in 

the state in supporting 

the Democratic candida-

te for governor, Jocelyn 

Benson, who is the cur-

rent secretary of state, 

but who has been ter-

med out of that of�ce.

Despite an anti-tax mo-

vement in Hamtramck, 

voters here supported 

a Wayne County public 

transportation millage by 

a margin of 1,667 votes 

to 1,107.

And, locally, the recrea-

tion tax renewal was also 

supported.

In all, 3,597 votes were 

cast, out of the city’s 

15,513 total registered 

voters, or 23 percent.

In a continuing trend, 

more voters here par-

ticipated in the election 

by absentee ballot, with 

1,910 choosing that 

method. Those who phy-

sically showed up at the 

polls totaled 1,521.

Only 166 voters came 

to city hall early to vote.

Taking a dive into Hamtramck’s 
election results

By Charles Sercombe

Once again, Hamtra-

mck City Councilmem-

bers reversed themsel-

ves on censuring one of 

their own.

This time, the censure 

involved Councilmem-

ber Nayeem Choudhury 

for using “profane and 

inappropriate language” 

during an alleged conf-

rontation with an inde-

pendent journalist, Ah-

med Aldeen.

That initial resolution, 

sponsored by Council-

member Mohammed 

Hassan, turned into an 

explosive council discus-

sion, with Choudhury 

angrily defending his ac-

tions.

At one point in the 

council meeting discus-

sion, Choudhury erupted, 

pounded the table top in 

front of him, and said, “I 

am speaking. ... You are 

dealing with a very smart 

man here and (I) unders-

tand those things. I can’t 

disrespect people, but 

I like to understand. I’d 

like to get an explanation 

as to why you are censu-

ring me. What is the rea-

son?

He then accused Has-

san of causing “chaos.”

The incident in ques-

tion involved an alleged 

confrontation Choudhury 

had in a city hall hal-

lway with Aldeen after a 

council meeting.

Aldeen accused Choud-

hury of assaultive beha-

vior, and �led a police 

report with the Hamtra-

mck Police Department, 

which was then turned 

over to the state police 

for further investigation.

As of now, no charges 

have been �led against 

Choudhury.

Aldeen offered to give 

The Review a copy of the 

complaint, but he never 

followed through.

The Review sub-

sequently �led a 

Freedom of Information 

Act request with the 

Hamtramck Police De-

partment, but the copy 

the department provided 

was completely redacted 

-- in other words, blacked 

out.

The Review did not get 

an explanation for the re-

daction.

A few weeks after the 

censure was passed, 

a resolution was int-

City council undoes a censure of 
Councilman Choudhury 

By Charles Sercombe

Councilmember Mo-

hammed Hassan faces 

80 hours of community 

service for his misdeme-

anor conviction of forging 

an absentee ballot in the 

2023 election.

Hassan had faced two 

felony charges of elec-

tion fraud, but a Wayne 

County Circuit Court jury 

found him not guilty of 

those charges.

The conviction ap-

parently ends a probe into 

allegations of ballot stu-

f�ng from that election. 

The only other council-

member who was caught 

up in election-fraud-rela-

ted charges is Muhtasin 

Sadman, who also esca-

ped felony election fraud 

charges.

Sadman, who is in his 

�rst term, was convicted 

of a misdemeanor for 

“disorderly person loite-

ring about an illegal busi-

ness.”

Hassan has served on 

city council for a total of 

16 years.

He has recently come 

under criticism by another 

councilmember, Nayeem 

Choudhury, for cau-

sing “chaos” during city 

council meetings, which 

have become increasingly 

volatile.

Besides being sen-

tenced to community 

service, Wayne County 

Circuit Court Visiting Jud-

ge Michael Hathaway or-

dered him to pay various 

court fees and �nes. Has-

san was also placed on a 

year’s probation.

He could have been 

sentenced up to 90 days 

in jail.

Hathaway was highly 

critical of Hamtramck’s 

political scene, saying 

it’s “nonsensical drama,” 

and he further stated he 

found it “baf�ing” that 

the city has been embroi-

led in election fraud accu-

sations.

The judge said that he 

hopes, going forward, 

Councilman 
sentenced to 
community 
service for 
election 
conviction

Hamtramck voters stayed true to their Democratic roots in the recent primary 

election. A majority of the voters supported Democratic candidate Abdul El-

Sayed to represent Michigan in the U.S. Senate, assuming he beats his Republi-

can challenger, Mike Rogers, in November’s election.

Councilmember 
Mohammed Hassan

City Councilmembers reversed their prior decision to 

censure Councilmember Nayeem Choudhury (right).
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roduced, by an unna-

med councilmember, to 

rescind it.

Mayor Adam Alharbi 

was the �rst to speak on 

the matter, and called for 

unity. In recent months, 

the relationship between 

councilmembers has 

been testy.

“We got to make sure 

we work together for the 

best interest of our city 

-- to make sure we move 

out city forward,” Alharbi 

said.

Instead of focusing on 

the personal issues of 

fellow councilmembers, 

Alharbi urged them to 

“not take anything per-

sonal, and try to work 

together to improve our 

city.”

Councilmember Has-

san, who proposed the 

censure a few weeks ear-

lier, said that, by Choud-

hury apologizing for the 

incident, it’s “not (that) 

you’re guilty.”

Choudhury said he still 

has “no idea why I was 

being censured when I 

knew I did not disrespect 

any of�cials or any city 

employees. …”

He stressed that 

anything that happens 

outside the council 

chambers is his “perso-

nal life,” and not open for 

criticism by the council.

The council eventual-

ly agreed to rescind the 

censure, with Hassan 

and Councilmember 

Yousuf Saed voting in 

opposition.

Saed was the subject 

of a censure, prior to 

Choudhury’s, for a social 

media post that was in-

terpreted as an attack 

on Councilmember Mo-

hammed Alsomiri, but 

the council also had re-

versed that decision af-

terward.

City council undoes a censure of 
Councilman Choudhury 
Continued from front page

Hassan and the city “will 

improve the political at-

mosphere and integrity of 

the good governance in 

that city.”

Hassan said little du-

ring his sentencing, other 

than that he was “really 

sorry to be in the court 

system about these 

circumstances.”

His conviction centers 

around forging a resi-

dent’s signature on an ab-

sentee ballot. The person 

in question, Zerin Sulta-

na, testi�ed that she did 

not sign off on an absen-

tee ballot, and that she 

did not vote.

The investigation initial-

ly involved agents with the 

state attorney general’s 

of�ce, but the AG decided 

to seek a prosecutor from 

the state to take over the 

prosecution.

AG Dana Nessel remo-

ved her of�ce from the 

prosecution, saying she 

had a con�ict of interest 

because of her past cri-

ticism of city of�cials who 

had banned the display 

of a pride �ag on public 

property, and also becau-

se she is gay and Jewish, 

which could appear to be 

a con�ict with an all-Mus-

lim city council.

The Monroe County 

Assistant Prosecutor’s 

Of�ce took over the pro-

secution.

Monroe Assistant Pro-

secutor Ragan Lake told 

the court at Hassan’s 

sentencing that Hassan 

“has a duty to make sure 

elections are run fairly, 

and in accordance with 

the law.”

Councilman sentenced to community 
service for election conviction
Continued from front page

HPS news 

Hamtramck School 

Board President Abdul-

malik Algahaim recently 

posted this latest news 

about the district:

“I am proud to share 

that Hamtramck Public 

Schools has been awar-

ded an $11 million com-

petitive State of Michi-

gan infrastructure grant, 

making our district one 

of only 31 districts sta-

tewide selected to recei-

ve this signi�cant fun-

ding.

“This investment will 

allow us to make im-

portant improvements 

across our schools, inclu-

ding enhanced safety 

and security measures, 

upgrades to electrical 

and communication sys-

tems, roof repairs, high 

school auditorium reno-

vations, replacement of 

Community Center visi-

tor bleachers, and imp-

rovements to playground 

surfaces. These projects 

will directly bene�t our 

students and help crea-

te safer, more modern 

learning environments 

throughout our district.

“This achievement 

re�ects the hard work 

of our administration, 

staff, and community ad-

vocates who continue to 

pursue state and federal 

funding opportunities on 

behalf of our students. 

Most importantly, these 

improvements will be 

made without adding an 

additional �nancial bur-

den on local taxpayers.

“As Board President, 

I am grateful to the 

Michigan Department of 

Education, Gov. Gretchen 

Whitmer, and the Michi-

gan Legislature for their 

support of public educa-

tion. This grant is an 

important step toward 

addressing our district’s 

long-term facility needs 

and demonstrates con-

�dence in the future of 

Hamtramck Public Sc-

hools.

“Together, we will con-

tinue working to ensu-

re our students learn in 

safe, high-quality facili-

ties that our entire com-

munity can be proud of.” 
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Coming up… At press are very excited for Ham- renters.

Review: Opinion Page

Councilmembers need to be 
held accountable for votes

In Our Opinion

There’s one annoying 

– and growing – habit 

we’ve noticed among 

city councilmembers.

And that’s the lame 

way some of them avoid 

making dif�cult, or unpo-

pular, decisions by abs-

taining from a vote.

The use of the absten-

tion option is supposed 

to be narrowly limited.

While it’s the right for 

anyone sitting on a pub-

lic body to abstain from 

any vote, the conventio-

nal rule is that it’s done 

only when one has a 

con�ict of interest in a 

particular matter.

Abstaining from a vote 

is also sometimes done 

when an elected of�cial 

lacks the information 

to make an informed 

vote, or when there’s an 

ethical con�ict of inter-

est.

The most recent eg-

regious example of the 

abuse of voting absten-

tion is when �ve (of six) 

councilmembers were 

in attendance at a mee-

ting, and two of them 

abstained as to whether 

Hamtramck taxpayers 

should foot the mayor’s 

$200,000 legal bills.

Mayor Adam Alharbi 

is trying to prevent the 

inclusion of 37 uncoun-

ted absentee ballots 

from being counted in 

last November’s elec-

tion, in which he squea-

ked to victory by an 11-

vote margin.

Including the ballots in 

the election tally could 

overturn the results, 

and the mayor could �nd 

himself no longer in his 

position. He started this 

legal action on his own, 

without any prior city 

council authorization.

In other words, this is 

a personal matter – alt-

hough the mayor argues 

it should be a concern 

for the city as well.

The vote to approve 

paying his legal bill was 

passed by two paltry 

“yes” votes, against one 

single “no” vote (with 

the two abstentions as 

well).

A mere two council-

members making a 

huge �nancial decision 

like this for the city’s 

taxpayers is wrong on 

so many levels.

And the fact that 

two councilmembers, 

Nayeem Choudhury and 

Muhtasin Sadman, chic-

kened out from voting 

on this matter is inexcu-

sable.

Unfortunately, there’s 

no penalty for council-

members who take the 

easy way out and abs-

tain from a vote.

But voters should keep 

score on who steps up 

to do their job and who 

shirks their duty for no 

good reason.

Continued on page 5

Tax assistance … Good 

news for those who have 

fallen behind on paying 

their property taxes.

The Wayne County Tre-

asurer’s Of�ce, under 

the guidance of County 

Treasurer Eric Sabree, an-

nounced that the county’s 

repayment programs –

which have allowed thous-

ands of Wayne County 

property owners to keep 

their homes as they wor-

ked to pay off delinquent 

taxes -- have resumed.

That extension is 

because a new state law 

was passed by the legis-

lature as part of 2026 

budget negotiations.

“The new state law me-

ans that we can continue 

offering these important 

programs which have 

already helped thous-

ands of property owners 

in Wayne County to stay 

in their homes and keep 

their property,” said Eric 

Sabree in a press rele-

ase. 

“Enrollment in the IRS-

PA  (Interest Reduction 

Stipulated Payment Ag-

reement) plan is open 

right now and we antici-

pate that enrollment in 

the PAYS  (Pay As You 

Stay) program will start 

in September with local 

government partners in 

communities that decide 

to participate.” 

The Tax Foreclosure 

Agreements allow county 

treasurers  to enter into 

installment payment ag-

reements with eligible re-

sidential property owners 

who are delinquent on 

their taxes. 

The Delinquent Tax Re-

duction programs also 

allow county foreclosing 

units to reduce the total 

amount owed (including 

interest, penalties, and 

fees) for property owners 

who qualify for a local 

poverty exemption.  In 

Wayne County, those two 

programs are  PAYS (Pay 

As You Stay) and IRSPA 

(Interest Reduction Sti-

pulated Payment Agree-

ment).

 Wayne County property 

owners can learn more 

about enrollment and 

eligibility for IRSPA and 

PAYS by contacting the 

Treasurer’s of�ce at (313) 

224-5990, or by visi-

ting  waynecountymi.gov/

treasurer.

Thanks … Hamtramck 

Police Chief Hussein 

Farhat sent out a huge 

“Thank you” to the com-

munity.

We’ll let the chief take it 

from here:

“The Hamtramck Police 

Department had the pri-

vilege of hosting our sc-

hool donation drive, and I 

could not be more proud 

of what our community 

accomplished together.

“As Chief of Police, I 

extend my sincere grati-

tude to every business, 

organization, family, and 

individual who stepped 

forward to support our 

children. 

“Your generosity was 

truly inspiring.

“A special thank-you 

to Xebec International, 

12008 Jos. Campau, for 

donating hundreds of 

backpacks. Your support 

is a meaningful invest-

ment in the future of our 

community. 

“We are also grateful to 

WOW Dental for providing 

hundreds of hygiene and 

dental kits, helping ensu-

re our children start the 

school year healthy and 

con�dent.

“To everyone who cont-

ributed supplies and 

essentials, thank you. 

Together, you provided 

hundreds of backpacks 

and countless items that 

will make a real difference 

for local families.

“It was about more 

than donations. It was 

about community, of�cers 

and residents standing 

together, businesses in-

vesting in our youth, and 

neighbors helping neigh-

bors. Most importantly, it 

showed our children that 

they are supported.

“I am proud of the men 

and women of the Ham-

tramck Police Department 

who made this event pos-

sible. Community policing 

means building relations-

hips, earning trust, and 

serving with compassion.

Our donation drive will 

continue through the 

start of the school year.

“Donations can be dro-

pped off at the police 

station, and every contri-

bution, big or small, mat-

ters.

“This is only the begin-

ning. Our commitment to 

this community will con-

tinue year-round. We are 

here not just to serve, but 

to stand with you. …”

Survey time … The 

Hamtramck Parks Con-

servancy (HPC) wants 

your feedback to help 

shape the city’s Parks & 

Recreation Master Plan 

Community.

To get a sense of what 

the community would like, 

a survey is being taken 

that focuses on parks 

programming and com-

munication.

“The survey is being 

conducted to: help sha-

pe future parks program-

ming, better serve park 

users through broader 

participation, better com-

municate park opportuni-

ties, and ful�ll the needs 

of the upcoming Hamtra-

mck Parks & Recreation 

Master Plan,” the HPC 

said.

“The Master Plan will 

be submitted to the 

Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources, ma-

king us eligible to pursue 

grant funding for further 

park development in the 

city.”

To take the survery, go 

online to: https://survey.

sogolytics.com/r/Ham-

tramckParks

The survey is open to all 

park users (kids, adults, 

residents, visitors). It is 

available in multiple lan-

guages. Responses will 

be collected until Aug. 

23.

If you prefer to �ll out 

a survey in-person, �nd 

HPC tables throughout 

Hamtramck Parks, Aug. 

19-21. Follow their social 

media for times and loca-

tions.

Taste of Hamtramck … 

The good folks at Friends-

hip House, which provides 

free food for many local 

low-income residents, is 

holding a fundraiser on 

Aug. 30 that will �ll your 

tummy with Hamtramck 

goodness.

It’s being called “Tas-

te of Hamtramck: Take a 

Bite Out of Hunger,” and 

is described as a “one-

of-a-kind walking tasting 

experience celebrating 

the restaurants, cultures, 

and �avors that make 

Hamtramck one of Michi-

gan’s most vibrant culi-

nary destinations.”

Restaurants and food 

outlets that are offering 

tastings include: New Pa-

lace Bakery, Polish Village 

Cafe, Srodek’s Campau 

Quality Sausage, Rima’s 

Restaurant, and Florian 

East.

  Friendship House is 

inviting folks to “(these) 

signature tastings from 

�ve beloved Hamtramck 

restaurants — meet the 

people behind the food, 

and experience the rich 

cultures that make our 

city unlike anywhere else.

I am writing as a concer-

ned Hamtramck resident 

about the condition of our 

streets, the apparent lack 

of a clear and publicly 

available street-sweeping 

schedule, and the need 

for stronger and more 

consistent code enforce-

ment.

I live on Hewitt St. and 

have contacted the City 

of Hamtramck Public Ser-

vices Department more 

than once trying to �nd 

out when my street is 

scheduled for professio-

nal street sweeping.

The �rst time I called, 

I was told that someone 

would get back to me with 

information about where 

Hewitt was on the sche-

dule. No one ever contac-

ted me.

When I called again, I 

was told that street swee-

ping had started approxi-

mately two months ago, 

but the employee I spoke 

with could not provide me 

with a schedule. When I 

asked to speak with a su-

pervisor, I was told that 

everyone was out in the 

�eld.

This raises a simple 

question: Why doesn’t 

Hamtramck have a regu-

lar street-sweeping sche-

dule that residents can 

easily access?

Residents should not 

have to make repeated 

telephone calls just to 

�nd out when their street 

will be cleaned. If the 

city has an established 

schedule, it should be 

readily available on the 

city’s website, and Pub-

lic Services employees 

should be able to provide 

residents with that infor-

mation when they call. If 

there is no established 

schedule, I believe one 

needs to be created.

My concerns extend 

beyond Hewitt. I am par-

ticularly concerned about 

conditions in the Hamtra-

mck Town Center and on 

the south side residential 

streets between Lumpkin 

and Jos. Campau, from 

Holbrook to Caniff. The-

se areas need consistent 

professional street swee-

ping, litter removal, and 

code enforcement.

Another ongoing 

concern is abandoned 

shopping carts, par-

ticularly carts belonging 

to Al-Haramain Interna-

tional Foods that are 

sometimes left throug-

hout south-side neighbor-

hoods. 

Shopping carts should 

not remain on sidewalks, 

streets, or near residen-

tial properties for days 

or weeks. Businesses 

should have a reliable 

system for routinely retri-

eving their property, and 

the city should enforce 

applicable ordinances 

when abandoned carts 

become a neighborhood 

nuisance.

This is also where 

stronger code enforce-

ment is needed. Code 

enforcement should not 

require residents to make 

repeated complaints be-

fore problems receive at-

tention. 

Code enforcement 

should consistently add-

ress litter, illegal dum-

ping, abandoned shop-

ping carts, overgrown 

properties, and other con-

ditions that affect neigh-

borhood appearance and 

quality of life.

Perhaps The Review will 

look into these concerns 

and obtain some answers 

for residents. Does the 

city have an established 

written street-sweeping 

schedule? 

If so, how often are re-

sidential streets suppo-

sed to be professionally 

swept, and why isn’t the 

schedule readily available 

Where is the street sweeping schedule?
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Place an 

Ad in 

The Review 

Today
Call 

(313) 874-2100

2 Br. apartment, 3132 

Trowbridge, Hamtramck, 

very nice location, central 

air cond., washer/dryer, 

dishwasher, $1000/mo., 

please call between 7-9 

a.m., 313-334-2655. 8/28

Upper �at for rent, Trowb-

ridge between Gallagher 

& Conant, two sleeping 

rooms, comes with was-

her and dryer, no pets, 

313-402-4488. 8/28

Detroit, Lodge Fwy. + Da-

vison area, 3 BR, large, 

remodeled kitchen, 1 ½ 

bath, adults or handyman 

preferred, no pets, $850-

$900/mo., call Mike, 

313-516-5178. 8/21

13101 Bloom St., one 

block off of Charles. So-

mething for everyone, 

mechanics dream, tools 

galore, saws, shovels, 

diggers, 2 small gene-

rators, carpentry and 

mechanic tools, security 

and entry doors, 2 beds, 

bicycles, new trampoline, 

4 long guns, Aug. 14, 15, 

16, and 21, 22, 23, from 

9:30 to 6:30, 313-310-

3540. 8/21  
Deadline for 

classifieds for 

next week is 

Thursday at 

Noon

Call 

(313) 874-2100 

to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their ad fol-

lowing �rst publication. The newspaper 

shall not be liable for failure to publish 

an ad, for a typographic error or errors 

in publication except to the extent of 

the cost of the ad for the �rst day’s in-

sertion. Adjustments for errors is limit-

ed to the cost of that portion of the ad 

wherein the error occurred. We reserve 

the right to classify, revise or reject any 

classi�ed advertisement.

APARTMENTS AND

FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE

OR RENT

GARAGE SALES

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online

Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

Service Directory

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

(313) 365-8630

1
2
/3

1
/2

6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Get Attention!

Place an Ad in The Review 

Business Directory
Call Dave (313) 874-2100

Place an 

Ad in 

The Review 

Today
Call 

(313) 874-2100

Ob�uariesOb�uaries

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log 

covers July 29-Aug. 6.

Wednesday, July 29

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 3000 

block of Trowbridge.

• Family trouble was re-

ported in the 2300 block 

of Danforth. 

• A business in the 

9800 block of Conant 

reported trouble with a 

customer. 

• An incident of fraud 

was reported in the 

11700 block of Grand 

Haven.

• A theft was reported 

in the 11300 block of 

Klinger.

• An assault was repor-

ted in the area of Norwalk 

and Lumpkin.

Thursday, July 30

• A reckless driver was 

reported in the 9200 

block of Conant.

• A theft from an auto 

was reported on Fleming.

• A missing person 

was reported on Hanley.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the area 

of Carpenter and Conant.

• A theft was reported 

in the 11500 block of 

Jos. Campau.

• An assault was repor-

ted in the 9400 block of 

Mitchell.  

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile in 

the 11300 block of Mo-

ran. In a separate inci-

dent, a complaint was 

made about a juvenile in 

the area of Burger and 

Fleming.

• A break-in was repor-

ted in the 2300 block of 

Poland.

Friday, July 31

• Family trouble was re-

ported in the 5000 block 

of Evaline.

• Complaints about 

juveniles were made in 

the 2000 block of Edwin, 

and in the 12000 block 

of Oklahoma.

Saturday, Aug. 1

• Suspicious circum-

stances were reported 

in the 11600 block of 

Mitchell, and in the area 

of St. Aubin and Casme-

re.

• A person in the 9800 

block of Conant reported 

being harassed.

Sunday, Aug. 2

• A complaint was 

made about �reworks 

on Klinger. A �reworks 

complaint was also made 

on Hewitt.

• A missing person 

was reported on Klinger.

• A domestic incident 

was reported on Grand 

Haven.

• A disorderly person 

was reported in the 3000 

block of Belmont.

• A theft was repor-

ted in the 9700 block of 

Dequindre.

• A business in the 

2100 block of Caniff re-

ported an incident of 

fraud and trespassing.

• A disorderly person 

was reported in the area 

of Lumpkin and Evaline.

Monday, Aug. 3

• A disorderly person 

was reported on Caniff.

• A suspect was arres-

ted on Comstock for do-

mestic assault.

• Trouble between 

neighbors was reported 

on McDougall.

• An incident of mail 

tampering was reported 

on Caniff.

• Trespassing was 

reported in the 11500 

block of Jos. Campau.

Tuesday, Aug. 4

• A suspicious person 

was reported on Caniff.

• A vehicle was repor-

ted stolen on Casmere.

• Numerous miscella-

neous complaints were 

made in the 3400 block 

of Evaline.

• A parking complaint 

was made in the area of 

McDougall and Casmere.

Wednesday, Aug. 5

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the area 

of Conant and Harold. 

A hit-and-run accident 

was also reported in the 

2000 block of Trowbrid-

ge.

• Property damage was 

reported in the area of 

Jos. Campau and Den-

ton.

• Trespassing comp-

laints were made in the 

2000 block of Caniff and 

in the 9300 block of Co-

nant.

• A theft was repor-

ted in the 2300 block of 

Burger. A theft was also 

reported in the 11300 

block of McDougall.

Thursday, Aug. 6

• A disturbance was 

reported in the 12000 

block of Dyar.

• A suspect was arres-

ted for domestic assault.

• A house break-in was 

reported on Klinger.

• Trespassing was re-

ported in the 8600 block 

of Jos. Campau.

• A missing child was 

reported in the 8600 

block of Jos. Campau.

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

DZON
Betty Lou 

Dzon (neé 

Maghinay), 

91, died 

August 7, 

2026.

Wife of the 

late Jerome (1997) and 

loving mother of Debra 

Bergin, Ashley (Ed) Grace-

Lynd, Daniel (Laura) Al-

len, Jerome, Timothy, 

Michael, John (Kristina), 

Terry (Tina), Michelle 

(Carl), Tracy (Michelle) 

and Don.

Betty Lou also was sur-

vived by many grandchild-

ren, great grandchildren, 

and many nieces and 

nephews.

Memorial visitation is 

Sunday August 16, 2026, 

from 1 – 8 p.m. Services 

TBD at Jurkiewicz & Wilk 

Funeral Home, 2396 

Caniff, Hamtramck MI 

48212.   Inurnment Mon-

day, August 17, 2026, at 

11 a.m. at Mount Olivet 

Cemetery, 17100 Van 

Dyke, Detroit, MI 48234.
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Continued on page 6

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 

We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

Continued from page 3

We can only offer these special 

savings until 6/30/2026, 

so call today 

855.654.5986

20% off
Total Purchase*

+
$0 Money 

Down

+ 
18 months no 

interest**

* This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or 
affi liated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 
12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. 
Sales tax does not qualify for discount.  This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. 
This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 6/30/26.
** Plan 2531. Subject to credit approval. Interest rates range from 17.99% – 24.99%. Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and 
creditworthiness. 18-month promotional period (“Promo Period”) during which interest is billed but will be waived if the amount fi nanced is 
paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Any unpaid balance and amounts owed 
after Promo Period will be paid over 84 monthly payments. Offer expires 6/30/26. Michigan  272000011,  Ohio  HIC03284 and HRC-21-00005

OUR PROMISE
Maintenance-Free:
You never have to climb a ladder to clean your 
gutters again.

Clog-Free:
Our one-piece proprietary system is guaranteed 
not to clog, or we will clean it for free.
From A Company You Can Trust:
Leafguard prioritizes safety and treats our 
customers professionally and respectfully.

Clog-free, maintenance free gutters!

“Along the way, you’ll 

discover the stories, tra-

ditions, and �avors that 

make our city so unique.”

The tour includes:

• A curated 1.4-mile 

walking/tasting expe-

rience 

• Signature tastings 

from �ve local restaurant 

partners

• One beer at Florian 

East (21+ with valid ID)

• An afternoon celeb-

rating Hamtramck’s food, 

culture and community.

Every ticket purchased 

supports Detroit Friends-

hip House’s client-choice 

food pantry, and prog-

rams that help families 

overcome food insecurity 

and build lasting stability.

  

Tree planting … Ham-

tramck’s ongoing effort to 

make the city more green 

will be coming to neigh-

borhoods.

Grow Hamtramck is 

the City of Hamtramck’s 

tree-planting and tree-ca-

re program, focused 

on creating a greener, 

healthier, and more sus-

tainable community. 

The goal is to plant 

1,000 new trees throug-

hout the City, and make 

sure they receive the care 

they need to grow strong.

A crew will be watering 

trees block by block to 

help keep the newly plan-

ted trees healthy and th-

riving.

You can learn more 

about the program by 

going online to: https://

h a m t r a m c k c i t y. g o v /

grow-hamtramck/

to the public? If there is 

no schedule, how does 

Public Services deter-

mine which streets are 

swept and when?

I would also appreciate 

The Review looking into 

the city’s policies and ordi-

nances regarding abando-

ned shopping carts, inclu-

ding what responsibility 

businesses have for retri-

eving their carts and what 

enforcement action the 

city can take when carts 

are repeatedly left in resi-

dential neighborhoods.

Finally, what is Code En-

forcement’s responsibility 

for routinely addressing 

litter, illegal dumping, 

abandoned shopping 

carts, overgrown proper-

ties, and similar neighbor-

hood conditions? 

Are inspections conduc-

ted proactively, or does 

enforcement primarily de-

pend on residents �ling 

complaints?

These are basic munici-

pal-service questions that 

residents should not have 

to make repeated telep-

hone calls to get answe-

red. Hopefully, The Re-

view can help bring some 

clarity and accountability 

to these issues.

Residents pay taxes 

and should be able to 

expect clean streets, res-

ponsive public services, 

consistent code enforce-

ment, and clear informa-

tion from their city gover-

nment.

Keeping Hamtramck 

clean requires responsi-

bility and accountability 

from residents, busines-

ses, and city government.

Everyone has a part to 

play, and the city must 

ensure its standards are 

consistently enforced 

throughout every neigh-

borhood.

Selecia Jordan

Hamtramck

Where is the street sweeping schedule?
Continued from page 3

Place an 
Ad in 

The Review 
Today

(313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe

The city council met on 

June 9, and all council-

members were in atten-

dance. The meeting ran 

for �ve hours. This is the 

second, and �nal, part of 

the meeting summary. 

In new business, the 

council approved seve-

ral items related to the 

city’s ongoing project of 

replacing old lead water 

lines to residences.

The �rst item was to 

OK the annual renewal of 

investment bonds worth 

$5.6 million to fund this 

year’s portion of the pro-

ject. Some 50 percent of 

that amount will be paid 

by the state. The other 

half will be paid from the 

city’s water and sewer 

fund.

The funding will allow 

the city to replace about 

600 lead water lines this 

year.

Councilmember Moham-

med Hassan and Yousuf 

Saed voted against the 

funding, but they did not 

explain why they were 

opposed.

In a related matter, 

the council unanimously 

approved hiring a cont-

ractor to do the water line 

replacement. Both Has-

san and Saed, who voted 

against the funding, joined 

the majority “yes” vote to 

approve the contractor.

The council also OK’d 

the purchase of a sewer 

line replacement machi-

ne, known as a “prowler,” 

for $83,500, along with 

other related costs, for a 

total of almost $168,000.

The council then appro-

ved purchasing 17 plan-

ter boxes, to be installed 

at major intersections 

throughout the city.

Mayor Adam Alharbi 

said he was part of the 

planning process behind 

investing in the planter 

boxes, and that they are 

part of a citywide beauti-

�cation project.

He said the city’s goal is 

to “make sure the (city’s) 

corridors are attractive 

and welcoming.”

He added that this was 

the least expensive way 

“to make our city look 

nicer.”

The planters cost 

$52,300, and there is a 

yearly $25,000 cost to 

maintain the boxes from 

May through September. 

The cost of the project will 

be added to the city’s new 

�scal year -- which started 

on July 1 -- because the 

current city budget at the 

time couldn’t accommo-

date the cost.

Councilmember Nayeem 

Choudhury conceded that, 

“We’re spending so much 

money on other things.” 

He did not elaborate on 

what he meant by “other 

things,” speci�cally.

In another matter, 

the council accepted a 

$223,000 grant from the 

Ralph C. Wilson Founda-

tion, to assist in a project 

to transform the west Jos. 

Campau alley (from Ca-

niff, going south several 

blocks) that will “allow for 

the installation of traf�c 

calming measures, pe-

destrian amenities, and 

public art that prioritizes 

safety for pedestrians.”

A lengthy discussion 

was held on a proposal 

by Councilmember Choud-

hury to change Wednes-

day hours in city hall from 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. to 10 

a.m. to 6 p.m.

Choudhury said this 

would allow those who 

work past 4 p.m. to still 

be able to go to city hall 

and conduct essential bu-

siness.

He noted that Secretary 

of State of�ces also offer 

similar extended hours for 

the convenience of the 

public.

Councilmember Hassan 

said that there are both 

“good and bad” aspects 

to the plan. He said the 

plan would depend on the 

cooperation of city hall 

employees.

City Attorney Odey Me-

roueh said he would have 

to negotiate any change 

in the work schedule with 

city employees.

The proposal was ul-

timately defeated, with 

Councilmembers Saed, 

Abu Musa and Moham-

med Alsomiri opposed, 

and Councilmember Muh-

tasin Sadman abstaining.

In voting, Councilmem-

ber Alsomiri said the 

change would “bring a lot 

of confusion.”

A proposal by the �re de-

partment for the purchase 

of a communication sof-

tware system to alert the 

public about emergencies 

was approved. The cost 

is $25,000 for a package 

subscription for �ve years.

Acting Police Chief Hus-

sein Farhat was hired as 

the city’s permanent chief. 

Mayor Alharbi said that, 

since he’s been on the 

job for the past several 

months, Farhat has made 

a “positive change in our 

city. Things are improving 

with our police depart-

ment.”

Councilmember Choud-

hury said he “tested” 

Farhat and his response 

to resident concerns. He 

said that Farhat “went 

above and beyond” in his 

response.

“That’s the kind of ser-

vice we need,” Choudhury 

said.

The employment ag-

reement did not mention 

what the chief is being 

paid, nor the bene�ts pac-

kage included.

Farhat said he has focu-

sed on a number of nee-

ded improvements, inclu-

ding make sure command 

of�cers receive training – 

something they were not 

offered prior to his arrival.

“So, we are working on 

(getting) our leaders into 

training programs, univer-

sities, staff and command 

schools,” Farhat said.

He said it will take the 

department a few years to 

get up to speed on this.

A lengthy discussion 

was held on whether to 

sell three commercial pro-

perties at 11405, 11409 

and 11415 Conant that 

were forfeited because of 

delinquent property taxes.

One of the properties is 

the former Kabob House 

restaurant, which was da-

maged in a �re.

(The building was also 

once a funeral home, pre-

viously.)

The city proposed selling 

the properties back to the 

prior owners, Musammat 

J. Begum, Nehar Begum 

Nessa, and Shaker Uddin 

Sadeak. The council’s pro-

posal was to sell the pro-

perties for $95,000. The 

city purchased the proper-

ties from Wayne County, 

which had ownership, 

before they went to a tax 

auction for a minimum bid 

of $86,127.

The city’s other option 

was to put the properties 

up for auction to the gene-

ral public.

Councilmember Choud-

hury said there is confu-

sion whether the prior 

owners are disputing the 

selling prices.

The discussion beca-

me confused, with a lot 

of cross-talking among 

councilmembers.

The proposal was rejec-

ted by Councilmembers 

Musa, Sadman and Has-

san.

Councilmember Choud-

hury declined to vote, 

saying he was “skipping” 

the vote. City Attorney 

Meroueh was asked if a 

councilmember can ac-

tually opt to “skip” voting 

on an issue.

Meroueh said he nee-

ded to research the mat-

ter, and later in the mee-

ting con�rmed that it is 

not a recognized option.

Choudhury defended 

his indecision because he 

felt rushed, and accused 

councilmember Musa of 

“gaining” on the matter 

and “trying to pass (the) 

resolution to gain your-

self. ... You didn’t give 

other people (a chance) to 

discuss.”

Councilmember Musa, 

sometimes standing up 

and shouting, replied: 

“You just trying to change 

your face.”

Choudhury: “You are 

shouting. Very unprofes-

sional. … Please, there’s 

been so much chaos to-

night.”

(Later in the meeting, 

Councilmember Musa op-

ted to “skip” voting on a 

few issues in an apparent 

protest. Also, at a later 

meeting, the council re-

versed its initial decision 

not to sell the Conant 

properties back to the for-

mer owners, and instead 

approved it.)

The meeting then bro-

ke down into a shouting 

match over a resolution to 

censure Councilmember 

Choudhury. 

Choudhury erupted, 

pounded the table top in 

front of him, and said, “I 

am speaking. ... You are 

dealing with a very smart 

man here and (I) unders-

tand those things. I can’t 

disrespect people, but I 

like to understand. I’d like 

to get an explanation as 

to why you are censuring 
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* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. Off er available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present off er at time 
of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESSW784PS, 

PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 

We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.Continued from page 5

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!

LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

e
r

S
um m e r Sa

le

35% Off 

Call 1-844-704-1559

Save up-to*

+ Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other off ers. See representative for 
full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, 
MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, 
NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 
174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Before LeafFilter After LeafFilter

Promo code: 285

me. What is the reason? 

What is the main cause of 

this? It needs to be add-

ressed live, in front of the 

people, and we are live 

and everybody can hear 

loud and clear.”

Choudhury admonis-

hed Hassan at one point, 

saying: 

“I am speaking, excuse 

me. I have done enough 

from your behavior (it) is 

very bad. You are a very 

disrespectful man. You 

are the one reason every-

body is chaos. You cannot 

keep on getting a good 

person to the dog house. 

You are the one reason 

why everybody is chaos. 

… You are slamming a 

good man. Your personal 

attack. This isn’t related 

to the city business or 

anything. You can’t cen-

sure me if I’ve (not) done 

something wrong. …”

Choudhury continued, 

speaking in the third per-

son: “A person who is 

trying to serve this com-

munity. This is your perso-

nal attack. This isn’t rela-

ted to the city business or 

anything. You can’t censu-

re me if I’ve (not) done so-

mething wrong.”

Choudhury insisted that 

Councilmember Hassan, 

who proposed the resolu-

tion of censure: “Give me 

a valid reason. You’re defa-

mating (defaming) me.”

Choudhury then threa-

tened to take legal action 

against Hassan. He also 

said that the city attorney 

would be held accountab-

le, but he did not give a 

reason.

Councilmember Hassan 

explained he brought up 

the resolution based on 

a police complaint �led by 

an independent journalist, 

Ahmed Sharaf Aldeen.

He said the alleged inci-

dent happened outside of 

the council chambers af-

ter a recent council mee-

ting. Hassan said there 

is a “video pool record 

showing there is (where) 

the misbehave happened. 

The what I don’t want to 

say here, and the very agg-

ressive way you approach 

him, and that time I was 

outside.”

At this point Hassan 

held up an alleged copy of 

a police report of the inci-

dent in question.

Councilmember Choud-

hury said that anyone 

can make a complaint at 

anytime “and then make 

statement. This is Ame-

rica. I can go and (�le a 

complaint) against him 

right now downstairs (to 

the police station), make 

any complaint and they 

will have to dock it. They 

will have to record it, rig-

ht? … I have a profes-

sional email sent to the 

city (police) chief and a 

city administration about 

his (Aldeen) misbehavior 

and conduct. All of these 

things you are saying are 

not true.”

Choudhury continued: 

“Outside is my own per-

sonal matter. He (Aldeen) 

could have taken me to 

the court, not bring this to 

(the) council meeting.”

To Hassan, Choudhury 

said: “You are not my 

father to censure me like 

outside businesses. Are 

you my parenting? Are you 

parenting me for a 49-ye-

ar-old man? You are cen-

suring me like a child. Like 

I’m a kid. Like I’m here to 

get censured because my 

business. What I done in 

my business or outside.”

In the vote to censure 

Choudhury, only Choud-

hury voted in opposition.

(At a future meeting, the 

censure was then rever-

sed.)

After this, Mayor Alharbi 

reacted to what had hap-

pened at the meeting ove-

rall.

“I think we should try to 

get to a point where we 

respect each other,” he 

said.

Choudhury replied: “It’s 

not going to happen.”

Mayor Alharbi conti-

nued: “It’s at a point whe-

re it’s like out of control. 

It’s not now (how) it’s 

supposed to be. … Every-

body makes a mistake. … 

We shouldn’t be jumping 

into censuring people like 

we �rst did with (Council-

member) Saed.”

(The council did cen-

sure Saed at a previous 

meeting, but that decision 

was later reversed. During 

the vote to censure Saed, 

Councilmember Choud-

hury was the only one to 

vote in opposition.)

Councilmember Choud-

hury continued criticizing 

fellow councilmembers for 

censuring him, saying his 

reputation had been at-

tacked and that they had 

“ganged up” on him.

He said he was treated 

“like a third-class citizen.”

“We are Muslim,” 

Choudhury said. “We are 

brotherhood. We are fa-

mily men. We have res-

pect for each other. We 

have dignity.”

Choudhury also said 

he’s “glad” the Conant 

property deal was rejec-

ted, because that meant 

it could now go to auction. 

He also warned that peop-

le will move out of the city 

because of the “chaos, 

and unethical decision(s), 

that the city council ma-

kes.”

During public comment, 

Ibrahim Aljahim called 

for the council to “start 

a new chapter in Hamtra-

mck, with the mayor, the 

council, the (police) chief 

and the city attorney and 

the acting city manager 

and the city workers. Let’s 

start fresh.”

(Aljahim was once emp-

loyed by Oakland Interna-

tional Academy. In 2024, 

he pleaded guilty to a 

second degree sexual 

assault charge involving 

an 18-year-old mentally 

disabled male student at 

the academy.)

The meeting �nally en-

ded, some �ve-plus hours 

after it had begun.


