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By Charles Sercombe

Jos. Campau’s 

northend is about to get 

a new look.

The Southeast Michi-

gan Council of Gover-

nments (SEMCOG) an-

nounced this week that 

it is awarding Hamtra-

mck $40,000 to rede-

sign the streetscape of 

Jos. Campau, from Ca-

niff to Carpenter, which 

is part of the city’s main 

business section.

“The corridor current-

ly lacks cohesive pe-

destrian infrastructure, 

safe crossings, and 

suf�cient public ame-

nities despite high foot 

traf�c and commercial 

activity,” SEMCOG said, 

in a press release, this 

week.

“This plan supports ef-

forts to develop street-

scapes, sidewalks, and 

public spaces along 

corridors that are welco-

ming, and improve 

access and connectivity 

for pedestrians, cyc-

lists, and public transit 

users.”

There is no word on 

when the work will be-

gin, or what designs are 

being considered.

Mayor Adam Alharbi, 

as expected, welcomed 

the grant.

“Hamtramck is excited 

to use this opportunity 

to imagine what a better 

visitor and pedestrian 

experience could be like 

for this part of our down-

town,” he said.

Hamtramck was one 

of 13 communities and 

townships to receive �-

nancial awards that, in 

total, amounted to over 

$500,000 in funding.

SEMCOG said the 
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By Charles Sercombe

The FIFA World Cup was 

on the minds of many in 

town this weekend.

After several weeks of 

intense matchups and 

much handwringing by 

some rabid fans, for the 

�nal game on Sunday -- 

Spain versus Argentina 

-- residents came out to 

watch on the big screen 

at Keyworth Stadium.

The stadium is an 

appropriate setting since 

this is the home �eld, at 

least for another year, of 

the Detroit City Football 

Club. 

Saturday was the 

DCFC’s game day, and, 

yes, the hometown team 

won. You can read more 

about it by freelance 

writer Basmah Jabril on 

page 4.

Sunday’s FIFA cham-

pionship game was prece-

ded by soccer coaching 

for the kids, provided by 

some of the staff with 

DCFC. Hamtramck de�-

nitely has some future 

stars coming up through 

the ranks.

At the 3 p.m. game 

time, all eyes were on 

THE game, and a steady 

stream of people �lled 

part of the playing �eld – 

some of whom came pre-

pared for the afternoon 

sun by providing their own 

shade with umbrellas.

Here’s a curious factoid 

Toast came upon this 

past week: Umbrellas 

were originally made to 

block the sun and provi-

de shade. And that’s why 

you see people in town 

carrying umbrellas during 

summer’s unforgiving af-

ternoon sunshine.

Is that true? We lear-

ned it on the internet so 

it must be accurate, rig-

ht?

Fortunately for tho-

se who attended, 

smoke from the 

Canadian wild�res 

had largely cleared 

out by Sunday, alt-

hough the DCFC 

game, surprisingly, 

went ahead on Sa-

turday despite the 

haze.

Hmmmm … 

must be some de-

dicated players 

and fans.

Strangely, we 

heard one person 

this week blame Cana-

da for purpo-

sely sending 

smoke our way. 

Um, not true, 

and if anyone 

who knows any 

Canadians, well, 

they are far too 

polite to do such 

a thing. 

And, technically, 

the �re started in 

northern Minneso-

ta and then spread 

to Canada. And 

also technically 

speaking, of cour-

se, Canada does 

not have the abi-

lity to direct which 

way the wind 

blows.

OK, enough of 

that. On Satur-

day, Toast un-

fortunately mis-

sed the annual 

colorful display 

by our Hindu 

community and 

their “Festival 

of Chariots.”

This is a celebration of 

the “journey of Lord Ja-

gannath (a form of Lord 

Vishnu), along with his 

siblings Lord Balabhadra 

and Goddess Subhad-

ra, from their temple to 

another temple,” -- accor-

A splash of colors and cultures 
once again define Hamtramck 

By Charles Sercombe

Mayor Adam Alharbi 

struck out in court attemp-

ting to put a halt to the �-

ring of former city manager 

Adel Al-Adlani.

But the legal �ght is not 

over, Alharbi told The Re-

view.

“While the court denied 

our request for a tempo-

rary pause, let’s be clear: 

this lawsuit is far from 

over, and the core of our 

case hasn’t even been tri-

ed yet,” Alharbi said.

Al-Adlani had been on the 

job for only four months. 

Mayor Alharbi championed 

his hiring despite Al-Adlani 

having no experience as a 

city manager.

In a contentious city 

council meeting on June 

9, the mayor attempted 

to prevent a resolution to 

�re Al-Adlani from being 

included on the council 

agenda as a late add-on to 

the council agenda as the 

meeting began.

That resulted in a 40-mi-

nute argument about 

whether adding on the 

item so late was a viola-

tion of the city charter.

The mayor eventually 

relented, allowing the re-

solution to be added, and 

the council later agreed 

to �re the city manager, at 

the behest of Councilmem-

ber Mohammed Hassan, 

although no reason was 

given for the �ring.

Alharbi didn’t stop the-

re. Several days after the 

meeting, he held a press 

conference in Zussman 

Park, across the street 

from city hall, along with 

his attorney, Nabih Ayad, to 

blast the council’s action.

Former city manager 

Al-Adlani has since �led 

a lawsuit against the city 

over his �ring.

Wayne County Circuit 

Court Judge Leslie Kim 

Smith denied Alharbi’s 

emergency motion to sus-

pend the �ring until his full 

lawsuit could be heard.

Judge Smith rejected the 

four reasons cited in Al-

harbi’s lawsuit arguing why 

the council violated the city 

charter.

Mayor says

his lawsuit

is not over 
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ding, once again, to the 

internet.  

One of the traditions 

in this ceremony is to 

smash various fruits on 

the ground in a symbolic 

ritual to cleanse one of 

negativity.

OK, we can hear the 

snark: Negativity in Ham-

tramck? No way!

We never cease to won-

der at the colorful dis-

Continued on page 2
Continued on page 4
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plays of clothing worn du-

ring this celebration, as 

well as the chants, and 

heck, the whole spectac-

le.

We’ve said it a million 

times before; it’s mo-

ments like this that make 

Hamtramck such a crazy 

and wonderful mosaic of 

cultures.

As the poet Robert 

Frost wrote, and the �lm 

“The Outsiders” made 

even better-known: “Stay 

golden.”

When it comes to good 

food and great times, 

Hamtramck has plenty to 

offer. In this column, we’ll 

talk about what’s happe-

ning at our bars, restau-

rants and at other events 

throughout the city.

A splash of colors and cultures 
once again define Hamtramck 
Continued from front page

Alharbi’s main point was 

the city charter provision 

that gives only him and the 

city manager the authority 

to set the agenda. But 

Judge Smith noted that 

the council’s own rules al-

low exceptions to include 

last-minute items on an 

agenda.

That exception requi-

res at least two-thirds 

support from councilmem-

bers. Only Councilmember 

Nayeem Choudhury ob-

jected to the last-minute 

inclusion of the Al-Adlani 

�ring.

In her reasoning, Jud-

ge Smith said that the 

council’s rules prevail over 

the city charter.

“This begs the question, 

what is the purpose of a 

rule that allows the council 

to suspend the rules, if it is 

not allowed to take action 

after the suspension?” 

Judge Smith said.

A suspension of the ru-

les in this manner has 

become a common prac-

tice of councilmembers 

seeking to call for a vote 

to add a new item to the 

agenda, which requires a 

two-thirds vote of approval.

The council commonly 

calls for a “suspension of 

the law” when taking this 

action.

Alharbi’s lawsuit puts 

City Attorney Odey Me-

roueh in the seemingly 

awkward position of being 

an adversary of the mayor.

It comes at a time when 

the mayor is trying to seek 

bids for legal services 

because of increasing le-

gal fees.

In defense, Meroueh 

said the city’s legal bills 

keep piling up because of 

past actions by the mayor 

and council.

Alharbi is funding his 

own attorney, but Meroueh 

is paid by taxpayers.

Although Alharbi says 

there is more to come in 

his lawsuit, Judge Smith 

seemed to cast doubt it 

would gain traction.

One of the headings in 

her ruling on a key part 

of Alharbi’s lawsuit read: 

“Plaintiff (Alharbi) has not 

proven he is likely to pre-

vail on the merits” of his 

claims.

City Attorney Meroueh 

underscored the meaning 

of the ruling:

“The case is not over, 

but the ruling speaks for it-

self. They asked the court 

to undo the Council’s deci-

sion, and the court dec-

lined on all four factors, 

including their likelihood 

of success on the merits. 

That is not a technicality; 

that is the court weighing 

their case and �nding it un-

likely to prevail.”

Alharbi told The Review 

that there is more at stake 

than the �ring of the city 

manager. He said he �led 

his lawsuit “because the 

public is tired of last-mi-

nute resolutions being 

ambushed onto meeting 

agendas for narrow perso-

nal interests.”

Alharbi continued: 

“Residents deserve to 

know what their local go-

vernment is voting on befo-

re the gavel comes down, 

not after. We need trans-

parency, proper notice, and 

respect for the rules. 

“This is about making 

sure city hall works for the 

people of Hamtramck, not 

a select few behind closed 

doors, and we are going 

to keep �ghting this bat-

tle as the lawsuit moves 

forward.”

Mayor says his lawsuit is not over
Continued from front page 

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck has a new 

mural here in town at 

Pulaski Park.

And we can thank stu-

dent interns with the Gene-

ral Motors Student Corps 

– a summer program that 

has employed students 

here for about 13 years.

We’ll let Alexis Miller exp-

lain this latest project by 

students in the summer 

program:

This week, a team of eig-

ht Hamtramck High School 

students completed a vib-

rant new mural in Pulaski 

Park. 

Through the General 

Motors Student Corps 

(GMSC) program, students 

selected several projects 

to complete over the sum-

mer, serving their commu-

nity by addressing issues 

they are most passionate 

about.

The students decided 

during the �rst week of 

June which projects they 

would like to take on 

throughout their summer. 

Since then, the team has 

worked tirelessly to ensure 

that Hamtramck’s public 

spaces become more be-

autiful through artwork, lit-

ter cleanups, and voluntee-

ring with the city for Grow 

Hamtramck. 

The mural at Pulaski 

Park features signature 

infrastructure seen throug-

hout Hamtramck, brought 

to life with lively colors that 

re�ect the family-friendly 

park Hamtramck residents 

know and love, as well as 

the beauty of the city itself. 

Student artist and desig-

ner Laith Mohamed recei-

ved approval for his design 

from the Hamtramck Sc-

hool Board. The team then 

worked with a well-known 

artist in the metro-Detroit 

area, Dennis Orlowski, 

who provided counseling 

through the mural process. 

After that, the students 

painted through the bliste-

ring heat wave to ensure 

the mural was completed 

before the end of the prog-

ram. 

When Laith Mohamed, 

a senior at Hamtramck 

High School, was asked 

what project he was most 

proud of, he answered, “I 

am most proud of the mu-

ral because it lets us leave 

a mark on Hamtramck for 

years to come.”

The students’ impact 

doesn’t stop there! The 

students donated 525 

pounds of food to the local 

Friendship House, helping 

112 families in late June. 

Marwah Ahmed, a rising 

junior, said her favorite 

experience with GMSC has 

been volunteering at the 

Friendship House. 

She said, “Having a di-

rect impact on the peop-

le who need it made me 

happy.” 

They’ve also made an 

impact by knocking on 200 

doors for Grow Hamtra-

mck. Additionally, as part 

of their park beauti�ca-

tion efforts, the students 

repaired and painted the 

Holbrook Park library door 

for elementary students 

across the street to enjoy, 

and they will be tabling at 

the Veterans Park Litter 

Cleanup on July 23.

For the Veterans Park Lit-

ter Cleanup, the students 

will be offering prizes and 

ice cream to participants 

who �ll trash bags with 

litter collected around the 

park. 

Their goal? 

To empower the Ham-

tramck community to take 

ownership of its parks and 

streets, by encouraging 

everyone to help keep the 

environment clean. 

The 2026 General Mo-

tors Student Corps Team 

consists of the following 

Hamtramck High School 

students:

• Marwah Ahmed

• Tahani Ahmed

• Adam Buciek

• Camryn Gilbert

• Michael Gray Jr.

• Tamima Islam

• Md Miah

• Laith Mohamed

(Alexis Miller is the Prog-

ram Specialist for Hamtra-

mck General Motors Stu-

dent Corps.)

GM summer interns pay 
tribute to city’s cultures

In June, Mayor Adam Alharbi (left) held a press conference 

in Zussman Park announcing his lawsuit against the city 

council over firing former city manager Adel Al-Adlani. His 

lawsuit was dealt a setback in a recent court ruling.

This year’s GM summer interns pose in front of a 

mural they created in Pulaski Park.
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Review: Opinion Page

Fireworks should not come 
at the expense of safety
By Rev. Dr. Dortheá 

Enriqúe Thomas

Every summer, �reworks 
become part of celebra-
tions across Michigan. 
While many families en-
joy them responsibly, the 
increasing use of late-nig-
ht �reworks in residential 
neighborhoods has beco-
me more than an inconve-
nience; it has become a 
public safety concern.

As a homeowner, 
mother and resident of 
Hamtramck, I have beco-
me increasingly concer-
ned about the impact 
that �reworks have on our 
neighborhoods. 

My concerns are not 
rooted in opposition to 
celebration or tradition. 
Rather, they stem from 
a desire to protect our 
homes, our children, our 
pets, and the peace of the 
community we all share.

One of my greatest 
concerns is �re safety. 
Fireworks are inherent-
ly hazardous because 
they involve explosives, 
sparks, and open �ames. 
In neighborhoods where 
homes are located close 
together, a single misdi-
rected �rework has the 
potential to ignite a roof, 
garage, fence, tree, or 
other combustible mate-
rials. 

It only takes one acci-
dent to cause devastating 
consequences for multip-
le families.

As homeowners, many 
of us invest signi�cant 
time and resources into 
maintaining our proper-
ties. We install smoke 
detectors, replace aging 
equipment, carry ho-
meowners insurance, 
and work to eliminate �re 
hazards around our ho-
mes. 

It is frustrating to know 
that despite taking these 
precautions, an indivi-

dual’s decision to dischar-
ge �reworks irresponsibly 
could place our families 
and property at unneces-
sary risk.

The issue extends 
beyond �re hazards. Re-
peated �reworks late into 
the evening create signi-
�cant noise disturbances 
for families with young 
children and pets. 

Parents often spend 
considerable effort estab-
lishing healthy bedtime 
routines, only to have tho-
se routines disrupted by 
loud explosions long after 
dark. Sleep is essential 
for children’s health, lear-
ning, and emotional well-
being.

Our pets also suffer. 
Dogs, cats, and other 
animals frequently expe-
rience fear and anxiety 
during �reworks dis-
plays. Many pet owners 
have witnessed their ani-
mals trembling, hiding, 
or attempting to escape 
because of the sudden 
and unpredictable noise. 

Animal shelters across 
the country routinely re-
port increases in lost pets 
during periods of heavy �-
reworks use because frig-
htened animals �ee their 
homes.

These impacts deser-
ve consideration as part 
of any discussion about 
neighborhood quality of 
life.

In Hamtramck, the is-
sue is even more straig-
htforward. The discharge 
of consumer �reworks is 
generally prohibited within 
the city under local ordi-
nance, re�ecting a policy 
judgment that the risks 
and disruptions outweigh 
the bene�ts in a densely 
populated community.

Local laws exist to pro-
mote public safety, re-
duce �re hazards, and 
preserve neighborhood 

peace. They are most 
effective when residents 
understand and volunta-
rily comply with them.

This is not a call to 
eliminate celebrations. 
Rather, it is a call for res-
ponsible celebrations that 
respect both the law and 
our neighbors. Public �-
reworks displays conduc-
ted by trained professio-
nals provide families with 
opportunities to celebrate 
while minimizing many of 
the risks associated with 
backyard �reworks.

Strong communities are 
built on mutual respect. 
That respect includes 
recognizing that our ac-
tions affect those around 
us. 

Choosing not to dischar-
ge �reworks in residential 
neighborhoods is a simp-
le way to demonstrate 
consideration for children 
trying to sleep, veterans 
and others who may be 
sensitive to loud explo-
sions, pet owners caring 
for frightened animals, 
and neighbors who simply 
want to feel safe in their 
own homes.

As residents, we all 
share responsibility for 
protecting our commu-
nity. By following local 
ordinances, exercising 
good judgment, and con-
sidering the well-being of 
others, we can celebrate 
holidays in ways that are 
both enjoyable and safe.

Our homes should 
be places of peace, not 
places where families 
worry about �re hazards, 
startled children, frighte-
ned pets, or unnecessary 
late-night disturbances. 

Community safety be-
gins with individual res-
ponsibility, and every re-
sident has a role to play 
in preserving the quality 
of life that makes Hamtra-
mck a great place to live.

Continued on page 5

Other Voices:  Guest Editorial

Community bike ride … 

Grab your bike and take 

a free tour of the city in a 

group bike ride this Friday 

evening, July 24, with your 

host the Hamtramck Parks 

Conservancy.

The ride leaves at 6 p.m. 

sharp, we are told, and you 

can meet up at the east 

parking lot of Veterans Park, 

which is located just east of 

the baseball stadium.

Don’t have a bike?

No problem, because 

Hub of Detroit is offering 

bikes for you to use, abso-

lutely for free.

And, for those who’d like 

to add some streamers to 

their handlebars, the Con-

servancy will provide the 

materials to create your 

own, a pre-ride activity that 

starts at 5 p.m.

 

Author, author! … Aut-

hor Joel Walkowski paints 

himself as a lovable loser 

– who’s determined to win.

And he has a burning de-

sire to see his beloved Det-

roit Lions football team win 

someday, as well.

His new book is titled, 

“Honolulu Blues: How Lo-

ving a Losing Football Team 

Created a Winning Man.”

It’s published by Matt 

Holt Books, a subsidiary of 

BenBella Books, and dist-

ributed by Simon & Schus-

ter. It just came out on July 

14, in hardcover, and costs 

$30.

He’ll be appearing to pro-

mote the book tonight, Fri-

day, July 24 at Book Suey, 

on the southwest corner of 

Jos. Campau and Caniff.

Stressed? … If you’re 

feeling stressed these days 

-- and considering the world 

situation, who isn’t? – it tur-

ns out your fellow residents 

in Michigan are also feeling 

it.

A recent study by a 

supplement manufacturer 

called Enclave BioActives 

puts the state of Michi-

gan in the top 10 of most 

stressed-out states in the 

nation.

The study, which took in 

data from all the states 

except Tennessee (or failed 

to report on them) was ba-

sed on an algorithm of three 

separate factors: Self-as-

sessed general health, pre-

viously diagnosed depressi-

ve or mood disorders, and 

level of exercise over the 

previous 30 days.

Michigan came in at num-

ber 8 most-stressed, with a 

score of 64.77, signi�cantly 

below seventh-place Alaba-

ma (72.05) and in a virtual 

dead heat with ninth-place 

Indiana (64.76).

The top 10:

1. West Virginia (96.20 – 

Yikes! Avoid! Avoid!)

2. Kentucky (85.14)

3. Arkansas (80.53)

4. Louisiana (78.79)

5. Oklahoma (74.37)

6. Mississippi (74.19)

7. Alabama (72.05)

8. Michigan (64.77)

9. Indiana (64.76)

10. Ohio (62.07)

The geographically as-

tute among you will notice 

the states tend to cluster 

around each other, 1-2, 3-5, 

6-7, 8-10.

For comparison, the �ve 

least-stressed, per this sur-

vey:

45. South Dakota (28.74)

46. Colorado (28.50)

47. Massachusetts 

(26.01)

48. Connecticut (24.76)

49. New Jersey (20.90)

Again, clustering 45-46, 

47-48.

But if you’re going to 

tell us New Jersey – New 

Jersey?!? – is the least 

stressed state in the whole 

country – the state with the 

densest population per ca-

pita, signi�cantly more than 

second place Rhode Island 

– and all those mobsters 

running wild, well, we’re 

going to start to smell a… 

rat?

Anyway. If you’re feeling 

stressed, Michigander, get 

thee to a punching bag, a 

drum set or a box of old 

China to throw at the base-

ment wall or else, a rocking 

chair.

Cheaper than a shrink, 

and way more fun to boot.

 

Congressional age limit? 

… Congress has always 

been sort of an Old Folks 

Home for aging legislators, 

and there is increasing talk 

of establishing a manda-

tory retirement age.

Consider Republican 

Sen. Chuck Grassley, 92, 

who recently referred to ac-

ting Attorney General Todd 

Blanche as “Mr. Branch.”

He also referred to fellow 

Democrats in Congress, 

as “Democarts” – and, ap-

parently, that wasn’t meant 

as a slur.

And then you have the 

mysterious disappearance 

of longtime Republican 

Sen. Mitch McConnell, who 

refers to himself as the 

“Grim Reaper” as a refe-

rence to his unique ability 

to have blocked hundreds 

of bills that the Democrats 

have sent to the Senate du-

ring his tenure.

McConnell is now 84 ye-

ars old, and has not been 

seen for over a month since 

being taken by ambulance 

to a hospital. Even before 

this latest medical event, 

McConnell was someti-

mes  blanking out in mid-

sentence, and having to be 

ushered away by staffmem-

bers.

His staffmembers in-

sist he’s on the mend, but 

refuse to allow anyone to 

physically see him to verify 

whether he is actually alive 

or dead.

And there are a number 

of fellow congressional 

members, and members 

of the public too, who sus-

pect he’s dead, and believe 

his staff is lying about his 

health status.

Come on Mitch: if you’re 

still around, reveal yourself.

Family celebration … 

The Winn, Bryant and Gil-

more Family recently celeb-

rated 55 years of reunions.

There’s a connection to 

Hamtramck.

Hamtramck fashion 

designer Jalyssa Gran-

ger-Smith, who owns The 

Fashion Station, showca-

sed her couture designs 

during the reunion banquet. 

Jalyssa is the great-grand-

daughter of Claretter Bryant 

Gilmore, who was a cotton 

farmer in Forkland, Alaba-

ma.

The family was part 

of a historic migration 

of southern Blacks: The 

children of Sam and Char-

lotte Bryant were part of 

the  Great Migration,  the 

years between 1910-

1970 when over �ve mil-

lion African-Americans left 

southern states for indust-

rial cities in the North/

Northeast, or else moved 

out west.

Congratulations!

Mothers’ helper … Good 

news for Hamtramck wo-

men who are expecting a 

new baby, or who recently 

welcomed a new baby.

There is now �nancial 

assistance for those who 

qualify, from a program by 

Rx Kids Hamtramck.

We’ll let the organization 

explain the details:

“Eligible mothers can 

receive $1,500 during 

pregnancy and $500 every 

month until their baby tur-

ns 12 months old -- with 

no restrictions on how you 

spend the money. Use it 

for baby supplies, rent, uti-

lities, groceries, transporta-

tion, or whatever your family 

needs most.”

To qualify, you must be 

a Hamtramck or eligible 

Michigan resident, be at 

least 16 weeks pregnant to 

receive the initial $1,500 

payment, or have a baby 

I am writing to urge my 

fellow residents to vote 

“YES” on the recreation 

millage renewal this upco-

ming election. 

Our parks and recrea-

tional facilities are the 

beating heart of our com-

munity. They offer safe, 

accessible spaces for our 

children to play, families 

to gather, and neighbors 

to connect. 

Over the years, the wear 

and tear on our facilities 

has become undeniab-

le. Passing this millage 

provides the necessary 

funding to maintain and 

upgrade these vital as-

sets. 

It means we can impro-

ve our youth, teen and se-

nior programs and upda-

te playground equipment 

and build new recreation 

spaces. When we invest 

in recreation, we invest in 

our own quality of life. 

We are creating a vib-

rant, healthy, and welco-

ming environment for re-

sidents of all ages and 

abilities. Let’s come to-

gether to protect these 

spaces for future genera-

tions. 

Please join me in voting 

YES for recreation. This is 

NOT a tax increase!  

Rebecca Campbell

Hamtramck

Recreation program is the 
‘beating heart’ of community
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Place an 

Ad in 

The Review 

Today
Call 

(313) 874-2100

Deadline for 

classifieds for 

next week is 

Thursday at 

Noon

Call 

(313) 874-2100 

to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their 

ad following �rst publication. The 

newspaper shall not be liable for 

failure to publish an ad, for a ty-

pographic error or errors in publi-

cation except to the extent of the 

cost of the ad for the �rst day’s 

insertion. Adjustments for errors 

is limited to the cost of that por-

tion of the ad wherein the error 

occurred. We reserve the right to 

classify, revise or reject any classi-

�ed advertisement.

APARTMENTS AND

FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY FOR SALE

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online

Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

Service Directory

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

(313) 365-8630

1
2
/3

1
/2

6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Get Attention!

Place an Ad in The Review 

Business Directory
Call Dave (313) 874-2100

Continued on page 5

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log 

covers July 8-13.

Wednesday, July 8

• At 11:30 p.m., a 

complaint was made 

about �reworks in the 

2300 block of Botsford.

• A complaint was 

made about noise in the 

12000 block of Dyar.

• At 1:30 a.m., a comp-

laint was made about a 

juvenile in the area of Bu-

ffalo and Evaline.

• A complaint was 

made about an animal 

in the 11500 block of 

Dequindre.

Thursday, July 9

• No incident report 

was available for this 

date.

Friday, July 10

• At 11:30 p.m., rec-

kless drivers were repor-

ted in the area of Charest 

and Casmere. At 12:30 

a.m., reckless drivers 

were reported in the area 

of Jos. Campau and Holb-

rook.

• A complaint was 

made about an animal 

in the 5100 block of Bel-

mont.

• Suspicious males 

were reported in the 

11420 block of Klinger.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 3800 

block of Caniff.

• A business in the 

9000 block of Jos. Cam-

pau reported trouble with 

a customer.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 5100 

block of Yemans.

Saturday, July 11

• At midnight, a comp-

laint was made about noi-

se in the 2300 block of 

Grayling.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 

12000 block of Lumpkin.

• A break-in was repor-

ted in the 11300 block of 

Fleming.

• At 3:30 a.m., a comp-

laint was made about 

�reworks in the area of 

Holbrook and Conant.

• An attempted auto 

theft was reported in the 

12100 block of Sobieski.

• A business in the 

2000 block of Caniff re-

ported trouble with a cus-

tomer.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 

11700 block of Sobieski.

Sunday, July 12

• At 3:30 a.m., family 

trouble was reported in 

the 12000 block of Self-

ridge.

• A disorderly person 

was reported in the 2200 

block of Danforth.

• Two female suspects 

were arrested on Dyar for 

�ghting.

• Family trouble was 

reported on Prescott. 

Family trouble was also 

reported in the 12000 

block of St. Aubin.

• A suspect was arres-

ted in the 3500 block of 

Carpenter for assault.

• A complaint was 

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

By Basmah Jabril

Special to The Review

Before kickoff, the smo-

ke hanging over Keyworth 

Stadium from the Cana-

dian wild�res gave the 

evening sky an unusual 

haziness. 

It was 84 degrees, the 

seats were packed, and 

supporters didn’t seem 

to care one bit about the 

weather. They came to 

sing, chant, wave scarves, 

and make life as dif�cult 

as possible for Indy Ele-

ven.

For an entire half, they 

had only one complaint: 

Detroit City FC simply 

could not hit the back of 

the other net.

That frustration �nally 

disappeared at the 47th 

minute.

Rafael Mentzingen sco-

red the breakthrough goal 

early in the second half 

before setting up Maxi 

Rodriguez just minutes 

later, as Detroit City FC 

defeated Indy Eleven, 2-0, 

Saturday night at Keyworth 

Stadium.

The victory gives Le 

Rouge an important three 

points in the USL Cham-

pionship Eastern Confe-

rence standings.

From the opening whist-

le, Detroit looked determi-

ned to control the pace. 

Possession stayed heavily 

in Detroit’s favor for much 

of the �rst half. The ball 

was being moved con�-

dently by DCFC, but the 

breakthrough wouldn’t yet 

come.

A promising chance in 

the seventh minute drif-

ted away from the goal, 

which drew a collective 

groan from the stands. 

Moments later, another 

Detroit player appeared to 

be shoved off the ball, but 

no penalty was awarded. 

The negative reaction from 

the DCFC supporters was 

immediate.

Let’s just say the refe-

ree became one of the le-

ast popular people inside 

Keyworth.

Indy Eleven responded 

with a corner try in the 

ninth minute, but Det-

roit’s defense stood �rm. 

Another Indy opportunity 

in the 10th minute was 

calmly handled by the goal-

keeper, who looked steady 

throughout the evening.

The match quickly set-

tled into a pattern where 

Detroit controlled posses-

sion and created oppor-

tunities, only to have the 

Indy goalkeeper keep �n-

ding ways to stop them.

You could almost hear 

the question lingering in 

the air: “When will this 

goalkeeper be beat?”

A shot in the 13th mi-

nute missed its target; 

another effort from Ates 

Diouf was safely collected 

in the 17th minute; and 

another promising attempt 

two minutes later ended 

with yet another save.

By then, you could feel 

the anticipation building. 

Every shot that failed to 

cross the line produced 

louder sighs.

But, despite Detroit’s ef-

forts, halftime arrived with 

the scoreboard still rea-

ding 0-0.

The feeling around the 

stadium was one of impa-

tience – but, also, hope. 

They just needed one 

more real chance at that 

Despite hazy smoke, 
DCFC defeats Indy 
Eleven, 2-0

made about �reworks in 

the 2300 block of Bots-

ford.

Monday, July 13

• A complaint was 

made about an animal in 

the area of Lumpkin and 

Caniff. A complaint was 

also made about an ani-

mal in the 11300 block 

of Fleming.

• A business on Holb-

rook reported trouble 

with a customer.

• A theft was reported 

on Jos. Campau.

• An incident of fraud 

was reported on Jos. 

Campau.

• A stolen vehicle was 

recovered on Conant.

• A suspect was arres-

ted on Edwin for a do-

mestic incident.

• An incident of fraud 

was reported in the 9400 

block of Mitchell.

• A vehicle was repor-

ted stolen in the 2700 

block of Evaline.

upgrade is part of an 

overall strategy to “help 

move regional plans 

and priorities forward in 

Southeast Michigan.”

The projects address:

• Transportation acces-

sibility, safety, and multi-

modal corridor planning

• Streetscapes and 

pedes t r i a n - f o cused 

place-making planning

• Trails and greenways 

planning

• Stormwater manage-

ment planning

(SEMCOG is an orga-

nization in Southeast 

Michigan comprised of 

the local governments of 

seven connected coun-

ties – Wayne, Oakland, 

Macomb, Washtenaw, 

Livingston, St. Clair, and 

Monroe -- which addres-

ses regional challenges, 

and aims to enhance the 

quality of life for the re-

gion’s 4.8 million people.)

City gets a hand in JC 
streetscape Continued from front page
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Call 833-710-1291 to schedule
 your free quote today!

Continued from page 3

Notice of Public Hearing 

City of Hamtramck – City Council 

The City of Hamtramck City Council will conduct one public hearings on Tuesday, August 25, 2026, at 7:00pm. The meeting will 
be held at Hamtramck City Hall, 3401 Evaline St, Hamtramck, Michigan 48212. The public is invited to attend and comment at the 
public hearing or to make written comments before the date of the hearing. Written comments should be made to the attention 
of Sami Elhady at selhady@hamtramckcity.gov before 12:00 p.m. on August 25, 2026.  

The subject of the public hearing is revisions to the City of Hamtramck ordinance – Chapter 72: Parking Regulations. The 
proposed ordinance will establish a downtown parking duration limit on Joseph Campau. The proposed ordinances outline 
clearer guidelines and penalties issued to vehicles in violation of the duration limit, as a means of promoting turnover, 
customer access, and downtown business activity.  

This second reading and public hearing is contingent upon City Council’s approval of the 1st reading on August 11, 2026. 

Please note: This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA 41.71 a (2) (3) 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The City of Hamtramck will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the Meeting to 
Individuals with disabilities at the Meeting or Public Hearing upon 10 day notice to the City Clerk’s Office. Individuals with 
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Hamtramck City Clerk by writing or calling the Clerk’s Office at 
313-800-5233 x 821. 

 

between 1 and 6 months 

old, to enroll for the month-

ly payments. Other eligibi-

lity requirements apply.

So far, 211 Hamtramck 

babies have already recei-

ved or are receiving this 

support, and funding is 

available through Decem-

ber 2029.

Program information is 

available at Hamtramck 

City Hall in English, Arabic, 

and Bengali.

To learn more or to apply, 

visit RxKids.org. For ques-

tions, call the Hamtramck 

Community and Economic 

Development Department 

at (313) 800-5233, exten-

sion 818.

Decode this? … Recently, 

former mayor Amer Ghalib 

posted some rather cryptic 

messages on his Facebook 

page that had some in town 

wondering who he was refe-

rencing.

One of the posts said:

“The �rst priority of an 

elected of�cial is to deliver 

on the promises they made 

so they can win the next 

election, not to act as if 

there will never be another 

election!”

The �rst impression was 

whether he was talking 

about his boss, President 

Trump.

And, in another myste-

rious message, he said:

“If you expect me to ag-

ree with you on everything 

-- or else label me an enemy 

or accuse me of not being 

loyal enough -- I have a 

simple response: go to hell.

“I’m a leader, not a fol-

lower. I don’t believe in herd 

mentality.”

So, who the heck is he 

talking about?

Turns out, no one in par-

ticular.

“It’s just a general remin-

der to all elected of�cials at 

all levels: local, state, and 

federal,” Ghalib told The 

Review.

Well thanks for clearing 

that up, Mr. Ghalib.

But are you sure your 

boss, or his inner staff, 

won’t interpret that another 

way?

Ghalib did let it be known 

that “I believe the presi-

dent” when Trump said: 

“Without America, Israel 

won’t exist.”

What Ghalib didn’t inclu-

de in what Trump said about 

Israel is what he said next, 

which happened at the G7 

summit in France back in 

June. Here is the full quote:

“Without the United Sta-

tes, there would be no Isra-

el. Without me, there would 

be no Israel, because no 

other president was willing 

to do what I did.”

Takes on a different mea-

ning, right?

Absentee ballots update 

… With the Aug. 4 primary 

election just around the 

corner, those who are still 

holding onto their absentee 

ballots should avoid mailing 

them out.

Instead, it’s better, at this 

point, to ensure that your 

ballot will be counted by 

dropping it off at the clerk’s 

of�ce in city hall, or in the 

drop-off box located across 

from city hall.

Why?

As many have expe-

rienced lately, mail delivery 

has been unreliable, and 

so, given that, your ballot 

might not be delivered in 

time.

Play it safe at this point, 

and hand deliver your bal-

lot. And keep in mind, it’s 

illegal for someone else to 

handle your ballot unless 

they are a family member, 

or someone living in your 

household, or else the city 

clerk or their designated as-

sistant.

goal.

And it took less than two 

minutes after halftime to 

come.

In the 47th minute, Ae-

dan Stanley delivered a 

perfectly timed pass that 

found Rafael Mentzingen, 

who �nished, to put Det-

roit ahead 1-0.

Keyworth exploded, Le 

Rouge supporters jumping 

from their seats.

If the �rst goal released 

the tension, the second 

unleashed a celebration 

of relief, when, only �ve 

minutes later, Mentzingen 

assisted Maxi Rodriguez, 

who doubled Detroit’s ad-

vantage in the 52nd minu-

te.

Instead of chasing the 

game, Detroit could �nally 

settle in and play with con-

�dence.

Here and there, Indy at-

tempted to respond, but 

Detroit’s defense conti-

nually made it impossible.

Whether supporters 

agreed with every game 

decision or not, one thing 

remained consistent 

throughout the evening: 

They never stopped ma-

king noise. The chants 

echoed through the sta-

dium from kickoff until the 

�nal whistle. Every missed 

Indy opportunity brought 

another round of cheers 

from the home suppor-

ters.

Indy earned several cor-

ners during the second 

half, but struggled to pose 

any true threat to Detroit. 

A promising attack in the 

70th minute was denied 

by Detroit defenders be-

fore it could truly test the 

goalkeeper.

Bruno Rendón conti-

nued pressing relentlessly 

for Indy, repeatedly trying 

to create something out 

of nothing. While the sco-

reline didn’t favor him, 

his persistence stood out 

throughout the match, 

as he remained in attack 

mode until the very end.

When the �nal whistle 

sounded, the celebration 

belonged entirely to Le 

Rouge.

Detroit �nished the nig-

ht with a clean defensive 

sheet, two second-half 

goals, and another im-

portant home victory in 

front of one of the louder 

crowds in the USL Cham-

pionship world.

The performance wasn’t 

�awless. Detroit spent 

much of the �rst half pres-

sing for a goal, but repea-

tedly found its shots bloc-

ked or saved.

The team �nds itself �g-

hting near the top of the 

Eastern Conference stan-

dings; on this night, it was 

patience and persistence 

that ultimately paid off.

And, for the supporters 

who spent 90 minutes 

cheering for their team, it 

ultimately became another 

unforgettable night at 

Keyworth Stadium.

(Basmah Jabril is in the 

11th grade at Michigan 

Great Lakes Virtual Aca-

demy.)

Despite hazy smoke, DCFC 

defeats Indy Eleven, 2-0
Continued from page 4
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WayneCountyMI.gov/treasurer | 313-224-5990

Are you facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting a
Wayne County probate court case because a property is in the

name of a deceased family member? 

CONTACT ONE OF OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS:

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-725-4560
UCHCDetroit.org 
help@uchcdetroit.org

Lakeshore Legal Aid: 888-783-8190
LakeshoreLegalAid.org
probono@lakeshorelegalaid.org

Call today and get the
help you need. We are

here to help!

PROBATE

ASSISTANCE

PROBATE
ASSISTANCE

FROM THE OFFICE OF 

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER ERIC R. SABREE

Wellness  
starts here!
Integrated Health 
Services for Children, 
Families & Adults

OUR SERVICES 

• Children’s Programs

• Behavioral Health 

Urgent Care

• Crisis Care Center

• Disability Support

• Mental Health Care

• Mobile Crisis Response

• Outpatient Clinic

• Substance Use 

Treatment

• Veterans Assistance

Access Helpline 24/7 | 365
800-241-4949  
TTY: 866-870-2599

dwihn.org
@DetroitWayneIHN

CONTACT US

SERVING 

WAYNE COUNTY

By Charles Sercombe

President Trump’s ad-

ministration continues to 

double down on its elec-

tion threats.

Two weeks ago, Trump’s 

Justice Department sent 

out notices to state elec-

tion of�cials warning them 

of being charged with a 

crime if they knowingly 

allow noncitizens to vote.

During last week’s add-

ress to the nation, Trump 

once again claimed the 

2020 presidential elec-

tion was rife with fraud, 

without providing evi-

dence or proof.

Trump singled out 

Michigan in claiming that 

election had been rigged.

And, more recently, Ho-

meland Security Secre-

tary Markwayne Mullin 

threatened criminal char-

ges to state election of-

�cials unless they turn 

over state voter rolls so 

his department can de-

termine if any noncitizens 

are registered.

Michigan Gov. Gretchen 

Whitmer issued a press 

release in response, in-

sisting the “Michigan 

elections are safe and 

secure,” and that “any 

suggestion otherwise 

is designed to undermi-

ne  our  voters’ basic rig-

hts.”

Whitmer continued: 

“Furthermore,  the  re-

sults of the 2020 election 

have been repeatedly re-

viewed, and consistent-

ly upheld, as  accura-

te.  Conspiracy  theories 

about  the 2020 elec-

tions  must  come to an 

end.”

And Michigan Secretary 

of State Jocelyn Benson, 

who is seeking to beco-

me the state’s next go-

vernor, also weighed in 

on Trump’s election fraud 

claims.

“Michigan’s elections 

are secure and safe and 

the results are an accu-

rate re�ection of the will 

of the people. This was 

the case in 2020, 2022, 

2024, and will be again in 

2026,” Benson said in a 

press release.

Here in Hamtramck, 

City Clerk Sami Elhady, 

who has never overseen 

an election or worked as 

a city clerk, declined to 

comment on the threats 

of criminal charges for 

election of�cials regar-

ding noncitizens voting.

The primary election 

throughout the state, and 

in Hamtramck, is Aug. 4. 

Hamtramck’s ballot featu-

res, among other issues 

and candidates, a pro-

posal to renew a 10-year 

recreation tax.

Former Hamtramck City 

Clerk August Gitschlag, 

who is now the city clerk 

for the City of Fraser, 

didn’t hold back on his 

thoughts about the rami-

�cations of threatening 

election workers.

“Threatening election 

workers with prison time 

for honest mistakes 

doesn’t protect our elec-

tions,” Gitschlag told The 

Review.

 “I think it undermines 

them by driving away the 

very people who make 

sure the polls open on 

time. These are our 

friends, neighbors, fel-

low church goers -- not 

a conspiracy cabal trying 

to manipulate election 

results. We should be 

making it easier for eli-

gible citizens to vote and 

easier for good people to 

run our elections, not har-

der.”

Gitschlag didn’t stop 

there.

He also took aim at 

Trump’s SAVE America 

Act proposal that critics 

say would prevent a num-

ber of people from voting, 

since part of it requires 

proof of citizenship, such 

as their birth certi�cate 

or passport – something 

most folks don’t have 

readily at hand.

“The SAVE America Act 

claims to �ght voter fraud 

that virtually doesn’t 

exist. Study after study 

shows noncitizen voting 

is exceedingly rare, and 

existing perjury laws 

already make it a felony,” 

Gitschlag said.

“What this bill actual-

ly does is make voting 

harder for millions of eli-

gible citizens. Documen-

tary proof of citizenship 

sounds simple until you 

consider how many Ame-

ricans don’t have quick 

access to a passport 

or birth certi�cate -- es-

pecially married women 

who’ve changed their 

names, rural voters far 

from a local Secretary of 

State’s of�ce, low-income 

Americans who can’t af-

ford the fees to replace 

lost documents, and el-

derly citizens born wit-

hout a hospital birth cer-

ti�cate.”

A number of voters 

here in Hamtramck, 

mostly from the conser-

vative Muslim community, 

supported Trump for pre-

sident in the 2024 elec-

tion.

Former mayor Amer 

Ghalib, a Yemeni im-

migrant, encouraged met-

ro-area Arabs to vote for 

Trump despite his refe-

rence to Yemenis as “ter-

rorists.” He now works for 

the Trump administration.

Ghalib previously stres-

sed to The Review that 

noncitizens voting here is 

not an issue.

 “I support every lawful 

measure that protects 

the integrity of our elec-

tions,” Ghalib said. “We 

have not had that issue 

in Hamtramck, and there 

is no reason for residents 

to be concerned about it.”

Trump administration ramps 
up election fraud claims


