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When it comes to good than usual for our night

By Charles Sercombe

Now that spring is 

�nally here (and cros-

sing our �ngers it stays 

awhile), it’s time do so-

mething spring-like.

Such as planting -- as 

in, planting trees. And it 

just so happens the city 

is kicking off its “Grow 

Hamtramck” campaign 

this Saturday, April 18, 

with a tree-planting 

party.

Well, count us in.

It’s all kicking off with 

a block party next to 

Pulaski Park, starting 

at 10 a.m. and running 

until 1 p.m.

Expect plenty of fun 

activities, including:

• Educational ses-

sions to teach about 

the bene�ts of trees

• Tree planting works-

hops

• Free giveaways

• Crafts 

• Touch-A-Truck – a 

chance for kids to see 

bucket trucks up-close

• Music and more

According to a city 

press release:

“This will double as 

the City’s Arbor Day 

celebration. The entire 

Hamtramck community 

is invited – especially 

those who live in the 

neighborhood close to 

the block party.”

The tree planting is 

part of a four-year pro-

ject to plant 1,000 

trees – all thanks to a 

grant.

You can get a free tree 

planted at your resi-

dence simply by calling 

the city at (313) 800-

5233, extension 818. 

Or, you can request a 

tree by emailing the city 

at: treerequests@ham-

tramckcity.gov.

That’s not the only sp-

ring thing happening.

On Saturday, May 2, 

the Beauti�cation Com-

mission is hosting its 

bi-annual city-wide cle-

an-up.

Volunteers are asked 

to pitch in from 10 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. but, really, any 

amount of time, on any 

day, that you can spare 

to make your neighbor-

hood shine more will be 

appreciated.
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BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

10% OFF
Services:

Toilets • Faucets 
• Water Heaters

Sewers and Broken Water 
Lines Dug Up Military & 

Senior Discounts

586-775-2441
32004 Utica Rd. • Fraser

42365 Gar�eld Rd. • Clinton Twp.

27815 Harper Ave. • St. Clair Shores

BOB DOWNEY PLUMBING
FREE ESTIMATES • FAST SERVICE

24/7 EMERGENCY REPAIR

We Charge 

by the Job, 

not the 

Hour!

LICENSED INSURED MASTER PLUMBER

By Charles Sercombe

It’s hard to believe that 

it’s been 20 years since 

Hamtramck’s own art col-

lective, Hatch, took over 

the old police station.

Seems like just a few 

years ago that a group of 

artists with a vision and 

plan to transform the po-

lice station into an art 

gallery and artists’ stu-

dios.

Trust us, some of the 

powers-that-be at the 

time had a hard time 

wrapping their heads 

around the concept.

Oh, if those walls in 

the old police station 

could talk. Toast spent 

many years at the sta-

tion gathering the latest 

police log information, 

and making the rounds 

visiting detectives on the 

second �oor.

But that was back in 

the day, when informa-

tion wasn’t strictly moni-

tored and the press had 

easy access. That tighte-

ning-up-on of information 

has only become more 

so as the years have 

gone by.

This isn’t the time and 

place to recount the ugly 

episodes Toast witnes-

sed there, nor the hor-

ror stories we’ve heard 

about having the unfor-

tunate luck of spending 

a weekend in the depart-

ment’s lockup.

It was medieval, if you 

catch the drift.

Getting permission to 

sell the building to the 

Hatch collective was no 

easy process, and some 

city of�cials preferred 

the notion of putting the 

building on the market.

But, thankfully, cooler 

heads prevailed, and the 

transfer of ownership to 

the non-pro�t group was 

approved.

Anyway, last Saturday 

was the 20th anniversary 

celebration for Hatch, 

and the gallery was pac-

ked shoulder-to-shoulder.

We ran into head honc-

ho Chris Schneider, and 

invited him to say a few 

words on how that 20-

year journey evolved, 

plus whatever else he 

wanted to talk about.

He had plenty to spill 

about the project -- and 

more.

Let’s let Chris tell the 

tale:

“At the very beginning, 

back in 2005, I was ser-

ving on the Hamtra-

mck Beauti�cation 

Committee. My res-

ponsibility was to do 

shows of local artists 

in City Hall. Eric Tun-

gate, the city’s Eco-

nomic Development 

Director, approached 

me about creating an 

organization for ar-

tists. 

“At the time, there 

were a lot of artists li-

ving in the area but no 

dedicated art spaces 

or organizations. I as-

ked several of the ar-

tists I had shown at 

city hall to get together 

and discuss possibili-

ties. Among them were 

Suzanne Baumann, 

Sean Bieri, and Matt 

Feazell, all of whom 

lived in Hamtramck. 

“In 2006, after se-

veral meetings, we 

decided to create 

an artist collective 

called Hatch. It had 

a membership, and 

with members we 

put on art festivals 

in town, created 

exhibitions in make-shift 

spaces, and offe-

red art workshops 

to people of all 

ages. We applied 

for non-pro�t sta-

tus, and received it. 

“In 2009, Tungate 

approached Hatch 

and offered to sell 

us one of the many 

city-owned proper-

ties in town if we 

promised to convert 

it into an art center, 

pending city council 

approval. 

“At the time, a very 

high percentage of 

properties in Hamtra-

mck were abandoned 

and owned by the go-

vernment due to tax 

defaults. They were 

all in tremendous 

disrepair, but we 

decided the old po-

lice station would 

make for an intri-

guing new home. 

We presented our 

plans to city council 

and they approved 

it unanimously, at 

�rst renting it to us 

and then deciding 

to sell it. 

“It took us three 

years of mostly 

volunteer work to 

restore the buil-

ding to the point 

We’re in the 
jailhouse now

By Charles Sercombe

Thanks to tips from the 

public and fast police 

work, a 16-year-old female 

who was allegedly kidnap-

ped early Monday morning 

was rescued.

The female is a student 

at Frontier International 

Academy, who was waiting 

at a bus stop at Edwin and 

Pulaski at about 7 a.m. on 

Monday morning.

That’s when a male sus-

pect armed with a gun ab-

ducted her and forced her 

into his vehicle, according 

to police.

The student was found 

by police of�cers within 

a half-hour, thanks to tips 

from fellow students who 

helped police track down 

her location via their cellp-

hones.

The suspect, who Mayor 

Adam Alharbi said has a 

criminal history that inclu-

des rape, was apprehen-

ded without incident.

“This appears to be an 

isolated incident,” said 

Police Chief Hussein Far-

hat, at a press conference 

held in city hall. “It happe-

ned very quickly.”

The suspect, Donald 

J. Fields, 48, of Detroit, 

was arraigned Thursday 

morning in Hamtramck 

31st District Court, whe-

re he was charged with 

two counts of �rst-degree 

criminal sexual conduct, 

one count of kidnapping, 

one count of possession 

of a �rearm by a prohibi-

ted person, one count of 

felonious assault, and �ve 

counts of felony �rearm. 

He was also charged as 

a habitual offender, third 

offense.

Fields is being held wit-

hout bond and is being 

held in Wayne County Jail.

During his arraignment 

on Thursday, Judge Alexis 

Krot said she denied bond 

because Fields “is the ul-

timate public safety risk to 

this community.”

Krot said that this al-

leged assault is “every 

parent and child’s night-

mare – a child abducted 

Kidnapping
case goes 
national

Donald J. Fields
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This week at the Library . . . 
Medicare:  A team from Priority 

Health will conduct a meeting answer-

ing questions about Medicare options.  

The next presentation will take place 

on Wednesday, May 6 at 2:15 pm.   

Earthquake:  The San Francisco 

Earthquake stuck at 5:13 am on April 

18, 1906, followed by a massive fire 

from overturned wood stoves and bro-

ken gas pipes.  The fire raged uncon-

trollable for three days resulting in the 

destruction of over 10,000 acres of 

property and 4,000 lives lost. 

Battle of San Jacinto:  This battle 

between Texans led by Sam Houston 

and Mexican forces led by Santa Anna 

took place on April 21, 1836 near pre-

sent day Houston.  The Texans deci-

sively defeated the Mexican forces 

thereby achieving independence. 

“In God We Trust”:  That phrases 

appeared on all newly minted U.S. 

coins by the Act of Congress after 

April 22, 1864. 

William Shakespeare:  He was born 

on April 23, 1564 in Stratford-on-

Avon, England.  Renowned as the 

most influential writer in the English 

language, he created 36 plays and 154 

sonnets, including Romeo and Juliet, 

Hamlet and The Merchant of Venice. 

Library of Congress:  It was estab-

lished in Washington D.C. on April 

24, 1800.  It is American’s oldest fed-

eral cultural institution and he world’s 

largest library.  Among the 145 mil-

lion items in its collections are more 

than 33 million books, 3 million re-

cordings, 12.5 million photographs, 

5.3 million maps, 6 million pieces of 

sheet music and 63 million manu-

scripts.  About 10,000 new items are 

added to the collection each day. 

LOTE4Kids:  This collection of over 

2000 digital books in 50+ languages 

can be accessed by you anytime from 

your computer or other smart devices.   

All this is free with the use of your 

library card.  They even have stories 

in ASL.  Find a link to this awesome 

resource for kids on our website 

www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us under the 

eResources tab. 

Exercise at the Library:  The RIM 

Foundation was begun exercise clas-

ses again this fall.  On Tuesdays, its 

back to Yoga at 2:30 pm. and on Fri-

days, it is Tai Chi at 10:00 am.  To 

register for the program, stop by the 

library circulation desk. 

Story Time:  These programs con-

ducted by the library staff are sched-

uled for Wednesdays afternoon at 4:00 

pm.  All children are invited. 

OverDrive:  What more can your li-

brary card get you?  How about Over-

Drive’s enormous collection of digital 

materials.  Whether searching over-

drive.com or using their Libby Ap, 

you will have quite the selection of 

ebooks, online periodicals and audio 

books to pick from. Plus, Kanopy, 

with its smorgasbord of foreign and 

classic films, documentaries, and edu-

cational series, is now under the Over-

Drive umbrella.  Find links to both of 

these media repositories on our web-

site www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us . 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 

Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 
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It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 103 Years of 

Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 
Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday, April 19, Holy Mass 

9:00 am Third Sunday in Easter

Apr 21 – Holy Mass 9 am

Apr 25 – Feast of St. Mark, 
Evangelist Holy Mass 9 am

Apr 25 – Drive-thru Take-out only 
Polish Dinner 4-6 pm

Menu: Pork Chop, Kielbasa, Pierogi/
sour cream, Sauerkraut, Mashed 

Potatoes/gravy, & Dessert
$15 Adult/$8 Child 12 & under 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 4-30-26.
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 4-30-26.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning 

Job, Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

$225

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 

57 Years 

of Service

Heating
Service

Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

$99
Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 

Expires 4-30-26.
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of it being usable, (but 

�nally), in 2012, we ope-

ned it to the public with 

exhibitions, studios, and 

workshops. Since then, 

Hatch has eliminated our 

membership requirement 

so that it would be easier 

for anyone interested to 

be involved.”  

The gallery wasn’t the 

only project that Hatch 

became involved in.

“In 2016, following the 

death of Dmytro Szylak, 

Hatch purchased Ham-

tramck Disneyland to 

save it from destruction. 

In the 10 years since, we 

have relied on volunteer 

help to rebuild and grow 

the installation in hopes 

of bringing this tourist at-

traction back to its past 

glory. Every year it gets 

closer and closer to that 

goal as it draws visitors 

from all over the world 

and is featured in nume-

rous travel guides,” Sch-

neider said.

Back to the gallery:

“Currently, Hatch has 

19 artist renters, �ve 

who live in apartments at 

Hamtramck Disneyland, 

and 14 who rent studio 

space at Hatch Gallery. 

Along with donations, 

this covers the cost of 

operation -- we do not 

rely on grants or fede-

ral funding, although we 

have received several 

one-time grants. 

“Hatch is a true gras-

sroots organization, run 

primarily by volunteers 

with a board of directors 

who are artists themsel-

ves, including Baumann, 

Bieri, and Feazell who 

have helped run this 

from the very beginning.”

And what are the future 

plans?

“We still have the ener-

gy to keep growing. Many 

people are involved in 

Hatch now, and each per-

son comes brimming with 

ideas. We are hoping to 

establish a book-publis-

hing arm, focusing on art 

and comics,” Schneider 

said.

“We would like to great-

ly expand public program-

ming, including art works-

hops, performances, and 

lectures. We would like 

to bring back our artist 

residency program at 

Hamtramck Disneyland, 

which brought artists 

from all over the world 

until it had to be closed 

due to the (pandemic). 

“We would like to see 

Hamtramck Disneyland 

become ever-more grand, 

a true spectacle with lig-

hts and lots more mo-

ving parts. Immediately, 

though, we would like 

to �nally �nish restoring 

the building, replacing all 

the windows, making the 

entrance ADA-compliant, 

and repairing our crumb-

ling back wall.”

Winding it up, Schnei-

der added:

We’re in the jailhouse now
Continued from front page

Volunteers are asked 

to meet up at one of the 

following locations, whe-

re supplies will be provi-

ded.

• Hamtramck City Hall 

– 3401 Evaline 

• Pope Park – 10037 

Jos. Campau

• Veterans Park – 

8640 Joseph Campau 

• Sarah Garrett Park – 

11361 Dequindre 

“Currently, Hatch 

shows artwork in three 

different spaces: the 

Hatch Gallery, The Jail 

Cell (a real jail cell now 

used for installation art), 

and Cafe 1923. 

“We have monthly 

events including �gure 

drawing, board game 

night, movie night, and 

synth night. We offer 

occasional drop-in art 

workshops open to 

anyone. Hamtramck Dis-

neyland is outdoors and 

can be experienced any 

time: located at 12087 

Klinger, but best seen 

from the alleyway.

“We also help bring big 

events to Hamtramck, 

being the �scal spon-

sor to the Hamtramck 

Labor Day Festival, and 

have partnered with The 

Discovery Channel, the 

Detroit Pistons, Detroit 

City Football Club, the 

Knight Foundation, the 

Kresge Foundation, and 

others to host public 

one-time events.”

Haven’t checked out 

the gallery yet? Be sure 

to look them up online 

for their public hours and 

any other information at: 

hatchart.org.

When it comes to good 

food and great times, 

Hamtramck has plenty to 

offer. In this column, we’ll 

talk about what’s happe-

ning at our bars, restau-

rants and at other events 

throughout the city.

Quick Hits
Cont. from front page
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Coming up… At press are very excited for Ham- renters.

Review: Opinion Page

Recall elections often do 
more harm than good

In Our Opinion

We are hesitant 

to keep focusing on 

what’s going on among 

Hamtramck’s elec-

ted of�cials, but the 

growing political divi-

sion has also caught 

the attention of the 

public.

People here, it appe-

ars, are ticked off with 

the antics they see at 

city council meetings.

The number one per-

son who is getting the 

most attention and cri-

ticism is Councilmem-

ber Mohamed Hassan.

And now, there appe-

ars to be a recall effort 

growing to toss Hassan 

out of of�ce. 

In our experience, 

recall elections are 

messy, and cause only 

further division in the 

community. There are 

no winners in a recall 

election.

At one time, it was 

fairly easy to get appro-

val by Wayne County 

election of�cials to 

mount a recall. The law 

simply required that 

the recall language 

was clear.

It was said that you 

could recall an elec-

ted of�cial for shooting 

President Lincoln, des-

pite that incident hap-

pening 150 years ago.

Lansing lawmakers 

wised up and raised 

the standards for 

mounting a recall. The-

re’s a good chance now 

that any recall proposal 

gets shot down by elec-

tion of�cials.

We understand the 

frustrations of the pub-

lic. Councilmember 

Hassan is indeed dis-

ruptive and rude.

But we’ve seen worse 

antics before that re-

sulted in no blowbacks.

We caution those be-

hind the recall effort 

to think twice about 

moving forward. These 

elections have often 

had the effect of ma-

king things worse, not 

better.

Place an 
Ad in 

The Review 
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Continued on page 6

on the way to school. He is 

a danger to public safety.”

The judge also noted 

that Fields claimed he had 

no prior criminal history 

despite his record, which 

also in�uenced her deci-

sion to deny bond.

“There’s not a bond that 

can be set to keep the 

community safe from Mr. 

Fields,” she said.

Farhat praised the quick 

work by of�cers and de-

tectives.

“I believe a child’s life 

was saved because of the 

of�cers,” he said. “The 

suspect wasn’t able to 

get far.”

The kidnapping case 

took an unexpected turn 

when the suspect and 

teen walked into a gas 

station at Conant and Ne-

vada, just north of Ham-

tramck, where the sus-

pect ordered the teen to 

pay for cigarettes. 

The clerk at the gas 

station became alarmed 

when the teen silently 

mouthed the word “Help.”

That clerk, Abdulrahman 

Abohatem, came out from 

his enclosure and separa-

ted the teen from the sus-

pect. The clerk then wal-

ked the suspect outside 

just as Hamtramck police 

of�cers were pulling up.

Abohatem told media 

outlets: “I see the police 

outside. I point to him. I 

go, ‘That's the guy.’”

The suspect was appre-

hended without incident.

Abohatem received prai-

se for his handling of the 

situation.

The incident quickly got 

the attention of various 

media outlets locally, sta-

tewide and nationally. A 

report of the incident was 

also broadcast on ABC’s 

“Good Morning America.”

Mayor Alharbi said he 

Kidnapping case goes national
Continued from front page

Correction … In the 

recent School Bell column 

about students participa-

ting in an oratorical con-

test, the name of student 

Faiza Azrin was misspel-

led.

We apologize for the er-

ror.

For the life of vinyl … 

For the next few weeks, 

for more than one reason, 

music lovers and vinyl col-

lectors: Rejoice!

This Saturday (April 18) 

is Record Store Day, hap-

pening on Saturday, April 

18. It’s a celebration to 

highlight the small, inde-

pendent record stores and 

give them an annual boost 

(or two, or some years, 

three, but mostly now two, 

in mid-April and around 

Black Friday in late Novem-

ber; the July one seems to 

have died out as overkill).

All that said, Hamtra-

mck’s indie stores aren’t 

formally participating, 

those being The Record 

Graveyard (2610 Carpen-

ter, west of Jos. Campau 

at Mackay) and Detroit 

Threads (10238 Jos. Cam-

pau, south of Caniff at 

Trowbridge).

They will be open, howe-

ver, and you never know 

what they might be doing 

on that day when all is said 

and done.

Plenty of stores are lis-

ted on the of�cial Record 

Store Day website (record-

storeday.com), the closest 

one to Hamtramck being 

Jack White’s store Third 

Man Records in the Wayne 

State area, about seven 

miles away.

Personal favorite stores 

(just for their names alo-

ne) include Ripe Records 

in Grosse Pointe Park, 

Weirdsville Records in Mt. 

Clemens, Big Me Records 

in Livonia, Vinyl Peop-

le Records in Westland, 

Wazoo Records in Ann Ar-

bor, Street Corner Music 

in Oak Park and Electric 

Crown Records in Flint.

This year Bruno Mars is 

the RSD “Ambassador.” A 

special offer for the day 

includes a chance to win 

a large, special Neil Dia-

mond collection, and the-

re are listening previews 

planned, and sometimes 

live, in-store performances 

(planned or impromptu, 

relatively)… you just never 

know.

But you will probably 

have a good time. Recom-

mended.

As if that isn’t enough, 

on Sunday, May 3, from 

10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Eas-

tern Market’s Shed 5, the 

second annual Detroit 

Vinylfest takes place.

A brainchild of the folks 

behind long-running Book-

fest, this free-to-the-public 

event will feature some 80 

vendors of vinyl records, 

CDs, cassette tapes, pos-

ters, music memorabilia 

and so forth.

“It’s about digging 

through the crates, mee-

ting artists, and keeping 

record culture alive in a 

city that helped de�ne mo-

dern music,” crowed foun-

der Ryan M. Place.

Scheduled appearances 

include those by reps of 

the Motown Museum; 

former Slipknot percus-

sionist Chris Fehn; Ghost-

ly International Records 

co-founder Matthew Dear; 

Submerge Distribution’s 

Cornelius Harris; legen-

dary poster artist Mark Ar-

minski; and more.

A slate of DJs will spin 

throughout the day, inclu-

ding Harris, Frank Raines, 

Isaac Prieto, Paul Karat-

sinides, Dezi Magby, Rick 

Wilhite, Raul Rocha, and 

Ameera.

Eastern Market is loca-

ted at 2934 Russell St., 

Detroit.

For more info, contact 

music@detroitvinylfest.

com

Whew! Bang a gong! Get 

it on!

Footlights going to our 

heads … And here’s a re-

minder, now that we’re all 

un-cocooning from Win-

ter’s wrath, of the �ne live 

theater that exists just a 

few miles from here, insi-

de the Fisher Building and 

at the Opera House.

It’s brought to you by 

Broadway in Detroit, com-

piling the best in availab-

le touring shows from the 

recent Tony nominees and 

winners, plus revivals of 

old favorites and more.

It’s almost all musicals 

nowadays, with very few 

“straight plays,” also 

known as those with 

nothing sung, coming 

across the boards.

But if you love expert 

dance and song and can’t 

easily get to, or afford, 

Broadway in New York City, 

give Detroit’s version a try. 

It’s virtually the same level 

of quality for a lot less mo-

ney and hassle, with gated 

or structure parking – free! 

(remember to take a pic of 

that QR code in the thea-

ter’s lobby so you don’t get 

charged) – merch tables; 

cocktails, wine and beer, 

and so much more.

See you there!

Ants in your plants …

The National Pest Ma-

nagement Association 

(NPMA)’s entomological 

experts want people to 

know what to look for as 

far as ants go, since we’re 

easing our way into pest 

season again.

Let’s start with the fact 

that we are wrapping up 

Ant Awareness Week, 

which runs from April 12-

18.

The NPMA’s most recent 

survey found that only 

about 1 in 4 adult Ame-

ricans can correctly iden-

tify various common ant 

species, even though they 

may look and behave quite 

differently.

Take the Carpenter Ant, 

for example. Common here 

in Michigan and the Detroit 

area, they are always found 

near wood, their main food 

source. They can even be 

winged in some cases or 

phases.

Odorous House Ants -- 

those little tiny black ones 

-- can enter easily, given 

their small size, and once 

a scout identi�es a food 

source in your home, like 

crumbs on the �oor, or 

unswept pet kibble, you 

may soon thereafter �nd 

a steady trail of them co-

ming and going.

Red Imported Fire Ants 

build conspicuous nests 

that are relatively easy 

to spot and eradicate -- 

thankfully, as their stings 

are painful, and they can 

defend against perceived 

threats aggressively.

We hadn’t heard of 

this next specie until just 

recently, but apparently 

(since 1932, when they 

were �rst spotted in the 

U.S.), we’ve been dealing 

with some invasive little 

buggers known as Asian 

Needle Ants.

These also sting, like �re 

ants (stings potent enough 

to rival those of bees, was-

ps or hornets, such that 

even a single one can send 

a person into anaphylac-

tic shock) but are trickier 

because of their habit of 

making their homes in rot-

ting wood, mulch, garden 

underbrush, etc.

In spite of how long 

they’ve been in the U.S., 

though, there has yet to be 

a report made about them 

being spotted in Michi-

gan. Kind of odd, being as 

they’ve been in this count-

ry so long. 

And it may just be a mat-

ter of time, as they have 

SATURDAY, April 25, 4-6 p.m. -- Drive-thru Take-

out Polish Dinner at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 

2311 Pulaski Street at Fleming. $15 Adult/$8 

Child 12 & under. Menu: Pork Chop, Kielbasa, 

Pierogi/sour cream, Sauerkraut, Mashed Po-

tatoes/gravy, Dessert. Cars will be staged in 

parking lot for delivery in front of church.

Coming Events

hopes that, if the suspect 

is found guilty, he will face 

the “highest maximum 

punishment permitted by 

law. We will make sure he 

gets what he deserves.”

A resident, Um Hamza, 

said on social media that 

her daughter was on a sc-

hool bus to Frontier short-

ly after the abduction. 

That’s when her daughter 

became aware of the inci-

dent, saying:

“One girl comes run-

ning and crying saying her 

friend was just kidnapped. 

She (the victim) was wal-

king to the bus stop when 

a guy wearing a mask 

snatched her.”

Frontier is a charter sc-

hool located on Conant. 

It is not part of the Ham-

tramck Public School Dist-

rict. 

The president of the 

HPS Board of Education, 

Abdulmalik Algahaim, said 

the incident is a reminder 

for parents to be aware.

“As in any instance that 

threatens the safety of 

our children, it is very im-

portant they know what 

to do. Please speak with 

your children on a daily ba-

sis about their day to see 

if anything has happened 

that would cause alarm,” 

Algahaim said.

Hamtramck’s police de-

partment says it will step 

up patrols, and at Tues-

day’s city council meeting, 

the department received 

the go-ahead to purchase 

more Flock surveillance 

cameras.
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The Hamtramck Review is Online

Never miss an issue!
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School BellSchool Bell

Detroit, Lodge Fwy. + Da-

vison area, 3 BR remode-

led kitchen + bathroom, 

hardwood �oors, 2 ½ 

car garage, quiet street, 

adults preferred, no pets, 

$35,000 or $850/mo. 

for short-term lease, call 

Mike, 313-516-5178. 4/17

69-year-old disabled male 

looking for help around 

the home, 1st cleaning 

after construction, very 

dusty, 3 �oors. Interes-

ted? Call Robert 313-

418-4261 slatmidtwn@

aol.com. 4/17

6 Mile + Davison, Ham-

tramck zip code, prime 

location, 850 sq. ft. of-

�ce space, 400 sq. ft. 

block outer building/gara-

ge, double lot, fenced in, 

$35,000, call Mike, 313-

516-5178. 4/17

Deadline for 
classifieds for next 
week is Thursday 

at Noon

Call 

(313) 874-2100 

to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their ad following �rst 
publication. The newspaper shall not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad, for a typograph-
ic error or errors in publication except to the 
extent of the cost of the ad for the �rst day’s 
insertion. Adjustments for errors is limited to 
the cost of that portion of the ad wherein the 
error occurred. We reserve the right to classify, 
revise or reject any classi�ed advertisement.

SUPPORT LOCAL 

BUSINESS

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

HELP

WANTED

COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY FOR SALE

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log 

covers April 7-13.

Tuesday, April 7

• At 2 a.m., a disorder-

ly person was reported 

in the 9700 block of Co-

nant.

• A break-in was repor-

ted at a business in the 

9600 block of Jos. Cam-

pau.

• A theft was reported 

in the 5100 block of Ye-

mans.

• A reckless driver was 

reported in the area of 

Goodson and Jos. Cam-

pau.

• A male suspect was 

arrested for assaulti-

ng two of�cers, and for 

�eeing and eluding. The 

suspect was also char-

ged with possessing 

dangerous drugs.

Wednesday, April 8

• A �ght was reported 

in the 11600 block of 

Fleming.

• At midnight, a comp-

laint was made about 

noise in the 12000 block 

of Dyar.

• An illegal dumping 

was reported on Jos. 

Campau.

• A stolen vehicle was 

recovered on Evaline.

• A suspect was ar-

rested on Whalen for as-

sault.

• A disturbance was 

reported in the 12000 

block of Grand Haven.

Thursday, April 9

• A vehicle was broken 

into in the 11500 block 

of Jos. Campau.

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile in 

the area of Jos. Campau 

and Goodson.

• A suspect was ar-

rested for possessing a 

stolen vehicle.

• Drag racing was re-

ported in the area of Jos. 

Campau and Caniff.

• A reckless driver was 

reported in the area of 

Gallagher and Roosevelt.

• Reckless drivers 

were reported in the 

area of Jos. Campau and 

Zinow.

Friday, April 10

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 

2200 block of Goodson.

• Of�cers, responding 

to a call about a dis-

turbance in the 12000 

block of Selfridge, arres-

ted a suspect for tres-

passing.

• A disorderly male 

was reported in the 

11300 block of Conant.

Saturday, April 11

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the area 

of Belmont and Conant.

• An incident of in-

decent exposure was re-

ported in the 3200 block 

of Hanley. Another inci-

dent of indecent exposu-

re in the 2000 block of 

Caniff resulted in an ar-

rest of a suspect.

• A theft from a vehic-

le was reported in the 

3000 block of Goodson.

• A �ght was reported 

in the 9100 block of Jos. 

Campau.

• A hit-and-run acci-

dent was reported in the 

area of Hanley and Jos. 

Campau.

Sunday, April 12

• Following a foot cha-

se, a suspect was ar-

rested for possessing a 

stolen vehicle.

• A complaint was 

made about an animal 

on Prescott.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 

11600 block of Lumpkin.

• A suspect was arres-

ted in the 3000 block 

of Trowbridge for being 

disorderly.

Monday, April 13

• Trespassing was re-

ported in the 9400 block 

of Conant.

• At 5:30 a.m., a sus-

pect was arrested in the 

12000 block of Lumpkin 

for robbery, and for pro-

perty damage.

• At about 7 a.m., a 

suspect was arrested 

for kidnapping a juveni-

le who was walking on 

Lumpkin.

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile on 

Florian.

• A theft from a vehicle 

was reported in the 3900 

block of Christopher.

Service Directory

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

(313) 365-8630

7
/6

/2
5

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Installation of 

Assistive Devices for 

Senior & Disabled

BOB DOWNEY PLUMBING
LICENSED 

INSURED

MASTER 

PLUMBER

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST SERVICE
24/7 EMERGENCY REPAIR

586-775-2441

10% 
OFF

32004 Utica Rd. • Fraser

42365 Gar�eld Rd. • Clinton Twp.

27815 Harper Ave. • St. Clair 

Military & Senior Discounts

Get Attention!

Place an Ad in 

The Review 

Business Directory
Call Dave 

(313) 874-2100

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

 

 
 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area 

and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Library Channel) 

What’s on this coming week? 

News from City Council and Hamtramck School Board 

Jazz Concert by Phil Hale, 

Short announcements made by the City Administration, 

Monthly meeting of the Hamtramck Board of Education 

Eid Al-Fitr and of Islamic Holy Month of Ramadan 

Piast Institute Drug Free Community Zoom Meeting 

and more 

 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 

take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 
Hamtramck Public Library; Videos, or Live 

 

To place community announcement 

call the Library at 313-733-6822 

Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 

Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

To upload video files go to (bit.ly/hamtramcktv) 

April 17 2026 

Place an 

Ad in 

The Review 

Today
Call 

(313) 874-2100

PreK program 

expansion
Michigan is expanding 

its “PreK for All” prog-

ram to include home-ba-

sed child care providers 

for the �rst time through 

a new pilot initiative -- 

broadening access to 

no-cost, high-quality pre-

kindergarten for families 

and creating new oppor-

tunities for small child 

care businesses across 

the state. 

PreK for All provides 

free, high-quality early le-

arning to Michigan four-

year-olds, helping fami-

lies save on child care 

costs while preparing 

children for kindergarten 

and beyond. This pilot 

builds on that effort by 

expanding options for fa-

milies and strengthening 

Michigan’s mixed-deli-

very system. 

The pilot will also 

include a comprehensi-

ve evaluation to assess 

how home-based pro-

viders can best deliver 

PreK for  All. PreK for All 

enrollment is now open 

for families. Learn more 

at MiPreKforAll.org. 
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City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 

We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Hamtramck Public Schools 

 
Project: Hamtramck Public Schools 

Description: Tau Beta House Building Demolition 

  

Architect: Ehresman Architects 

 801 W. Big Beaver Rd, Suite 250, Troy MI 48084 

  

Construction Manager: Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 

 303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 

  

Estimator: Nick Vestevich 

 (248) 229-8232 

 nvestevich@frankrewold.com 

 Questions addressed ONLY to Nick Vestevich 
  

Bid Documents: Bid documents including bid forms may be obtained from Frank Rewold and Sons Portal at: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/j4vhm0o8jofvuqkytamyu/AKhqsIM8_M1-

GEoFaRUaSCM?rlkey=de17tv6ia2xpybq0d1rz2boxc&st=3lm7ftdf&dl=0 

 Bid documents will be available on or after April 16, 2026 

  

Non-Mandatory Prebid Walk-Through: 10:00 a.m., Thursday, April 23, 2026 – Meet at the Tau Beta House, 3060 Hanley St., Hamtramck, MI 

48212. Meet at the main entrance. 

  

         Bid Due Date: 2:00 p.m., Thursday, April 30, 2026 

 Bids will only be accepted on forms provided. Proposal forms must be in a sealed envelope, mailed or 
delivered in person prior by 2:00 p.m. EST on the due date to: 

 Attn: Bruce Coltman, Hamtramck Public Schools 

 C/O Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 

 303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 

 

2:00 p.m. Public Bid Opening: 

Thursday, April 30, 2025 

Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 

303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 

4th Floor Mezzanine 

 

Labor and Material and Performance Bond: In accordance with Michigan Compiled Laws Section 129.201, successful contractor(s) may have to obtain 

Performance and Payment Bonds for any Bid Category exceeding $50,000. The Performance and Payment 

Bonds shall be in an amount equal to the contract amount. The Performance and Payment Bonds shall 

be for the protection of Hamtramck Public Schools and Frank Rewold and Son Inc. and shall be executed 

by a surety company authorized to do business in the state of Michigan and be listed in Federal Register 

or have an AM Best Rating of B+ or better. All bonds to be dual obligee bonds to Hamtramck Public Schools 

and Frank Rewold and Son Inc. 

  

Prevailing Wage Rates: Not applicable. 

  

Bid Bond: 5% bid security required. Bid bonds are required, however, certified or cashier checks are acceptable for 

bids under $50,000. 

  

Nonexempt: This project is not tax exempt for state sales tax and/or use tax. All materials and supplies incorporated 

and used in construction and becoming a permanent part of this project will not be exempt from state 

sales tax and/or tax 

  

Disclosure Statements: Each bid proposal must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 

relationship that exists between owner or any employee of bidder and any member of board of education 

or superintendent of Hamtramck Public Schools. Each bid proposal must also include a signed Iran 

Economic Sanctions Affidavit. The board of education will not accept a bid proposal that does not include 

this sworn and notarized disclosure statement or the Iran Economic Sanctions.  

 

By Charles Sercombe

The city council met on 

March 24, and all council-

members were in atten-

dance.

It was announced that 

a tree-planting block party 

will happen on April 18, 

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The planting will happen 

in Pulaski Park.

The program is being 

funded by a grant. The 

city has also been named 

a “Tree City” by the Arbor 

Day Foundation, in part-

nership with the United 

States Forest Service and 

the National Association 

of State Foresters.

Isabel Allaway, the ma-

nager of the Community 

Economic Department, 

said the city’s designation 

“opens up some different 

resources for our city staff, 

and grant opportunities.”

Activities at the planting 

are expected to include:

• Educational sessions 

to teach about the bene-

�ts of trees

• Tree planting works-

hops

• Free giveaways

• Crafts 

• Touch-A-Truck -- a 

chance for kids to see 

bucket trucks up-close

• Music 

The Hamtramck Parks 

Conservancy gave an up-

date. The Executive Di-

rector of the conservancy, 

Tom Habitz, said the orga-

nization has “made a lot 

of strides.”

He said the conser-

vancy has attracted va-

rious grants that funded a 

number of upgrades in Ve-

terans and Playfair parks. 

The basketball and tennis 

courts are getting redone 

and, soon, restrooms will 

be installed at the historic 

baseball stadium.

During public comment, 

Ahmed Sharaf Aldeen 

said the council needs 

to give the city manager 

“full power, so the city will 

move on.” He questioned 

why the council was at-

tempting to take control 

of the city after just hiring 

a new manager.

“You hired him, and then 

you want to take his posi-

tion,” he said.

In an email, Phillip 

Kwik complained about a 

mosque at the end of his 

street on Lumpkin that 

broadcasts the call to 

prayer before 6 a.m. – the 

earliest the city allows it 

to be broadcast.

In the three incidents 

he cited, the mosque 

broadcast the call just mi-

nutes before 6 a.m.

“This is not the �rst 

time that this mosque 

has broadcast the call 

to prayer outside of legal 

hours,” Kwik said.

A resident complained 

that the mayor and city 

council are violating the 

city charter.

“The city charter is not 

optional. It must be res-

pected,” the resident said.

The resident also said 

that the hiring process of 

the city manager raised 

concerns about whether it 

was fair and transparent. 

The resident said the city 

has faced lawsuits from 

past hirings that did not 

work out.

In the meantime, the 

resident said the city’s 

roads “are in terrible con-

dition.”

Lynn Blasey asked the 

council what it is doing to 

protect residents from ICE 

agents arresting suspec-

ted illegal aliens.

“I fear for the safety and 

security of our communi-

ties,” Blasey said.

Naji Choudhury said that 

women in the community 

are not being “included 

enough in public spaces.

“Let’s build a plan,” 

Choudhury said, to inclu-

de more women in city 

planning and events.

He said he’s hearing 

from the community a de-

sire to have Councilmem-

ber Nayeem Choudhury 

censured for his com-

ments about residents 

on social media, some of 

which have been criticized 

for being vulgar.

(Some of the comments 

include calling a female 

resident a “fake bitch,” 

and a political rival a 

“douchebag.”)

Choudhury said the 

councilmember’s com-

ments are “not a good 

look for the city.”

A way to combat this, he 

said, is for city of�cials to 

receive social media trai-

ning.

“When lines are cros-

sed, there should be 

accountability,” Choud-

hury said. “There should 

be apologies being made. 

Let’s just get better with 

the social media, guys.”

Councilmember Nayeem 

Choudhury defended his 

comments, saying “It’s 

my freedom of speech, my 

freedom of expression.”

He said that some peop-

le used “derogatory words 

against me,” and attacked 

his deceased father.

“These people (have) 

nothing to do, and they 

are wasting our time,” 

Councilmember Choud-

hury said. “They’re just 

starting instigations and 

drama and chaos.”

Mayor Adam Alharbi 

said he “encourage(s) 

everybody to participate: 

women, men, everybody 

in our city. We do want our 

women leaders to step 

forward.”

Councilmember Moham-

med Hassan, speaking as 

a resident from the lec-

tern for the public, comp-

lained about the city’s am-

bulance service.

He said he waited over 

20 minutes for an ambu-

lance to respond to a me-

dical emergency his wife 

was having. He also said 

he suspected one of the 

ambulance crew of being 

drunk.

Mayor Alharbi said the 

city will look into the mat-

ter, and that, down the 

road, will consider resto-

ring the �re department 

to be providing ambulance 

service.

In old business, a lengthy 

discussion was held on 

whether to establish an 

employment sub-commit-

tee of the council, for it to 

have a hand in the hiring 

process of city employees 

and appointees.

Mayor Alharbi said that 

would violate the charter, 

which gives that job to the 

city manager.

Councilmember Has-

san said the council’s 

role wouldn’t con�ict with 

the (city) charter. “If the 

council wants to do it, we 

can do it,” he said.

City Attorney Odey Me-

roueh said the city mana-

ger is in charge of all hiring 

and �ring, but the council 

can form a sub-commit-

tee.

City Manager Adel Al-Ad-

lani said councilmembers 

are welcomed to give their 

input on hiring employees.

The council approved 

a resolution to form the 

committee.

A lengthy discussion 

was held on whether to 

consolidate supervision 

of the Downtown Develop-

ment Authority, Building 

Department, Code En-

forcement and Community 

Development all under the 

banner of the Community 

Economic Department.

The request to conso-

lidate the departments 

was made by City Mana-

ger Al-Adlani. 

Mayor Alharbi questio-

ned whether putting the 

departments under the 

supervision of the commu-

nity economic department 

director will “distract” the 

director from her main job.

Al-Adlani said it’s a mat-

ter of being able to focus 

on getting grants for the 

city.

He said the city can’t 

“move forward without 

grants.” Al-Adlani said the 

city is currently seeking 

a $6 million grant, and 

that Jos. Campau now 

has a 25 percent vacancy 

rate for it's commercial 

spaces. 

The council voted down 

the proposal.

The council approved a 

contract with a company 

to secure buildings and 

properties that pose a 

danger or hazard to the 

public.

The council also appro-

ved the purchase of two 

police vehicles at a com-

bined cost of $98,000, 

and another $54,000 to 

out�t them. The purchase 

will be covered by the po-

lice department’s narcotic 

fund.

In another lengthy 

discussion, the council 

rejected a proposal by 

the mayor to stop adding 

items to the council agen-

da as the meeting starts.

Alharbi said this would 

restrict adding new items, 

so that only those of an 

emergency nature can be 

considered, as speci�ed 

by the city charter.

Councilmember Moham-

med Hassan disagreed, 

saying “The system we 

have is very good.”

He insisted that the 

council has the right to 

add items.

“I’m not going to give 

my power to you,” Hassan 

told the mayor.

The mayor said that the 

city charter is being viola-

ted when items that are 

not an emergency are ad-

ded at the last minute to 

the agenda.

“This sets a standard,” 

Alharbi said. “That’s how 

we work together. We set 

the rules and standard for 

us to operate.”

He stressed that ad-

ding items to the council 

agenda at the start of 

meetings deprives the 

public from being infor-

med ahead of time, and 

then having enough time 

“to come and place their 

public comments. That’s 

the issue here.”

Councilmember Abu 

Musa agreed with Council-

member Hassan, saying, 

“I don’t want to give up my 

right.”

The mayor questioned 

“What the heck is the 

point of having the agen-

da in the �rst place and 

adding resolutions by a 

certain deadline? What’s 

the point of the charter?”

In another matter, the 

council rejected a pro-

posal to create a social 

media policy for commu-

nity input on the city’s 

Facebook page. Mayor Al-

harbi said there are com-

ments that are racist or 

have nothing to do with 

the subject matter.

As of now, comments 

are not monitored by the 

city administration on the 

city’s social media sites.

This resolution, he said, 

would allow the city to mo-

nitor its social media pa-

ges and what comments 

are allowed.

Councilmember Musa 

questioned whether this 

would create a new posi-

tion in the city. The mayor 

explained that it is only a 

policy to adopt.

Councilmember Hassan 

noted that Hamtramck 

has become “chaos me-

dia city.”

Hassan said that only 

the mayor can “speak 

on behalf of Hamtramck 

city – nobody else. … We 

don’t want to bring the 

chaos here.”

City Manager Al-Adlani 

requested the matter be 

set aside so he can de-

termine whether this will 

result in one of the city’s 

employees being distrac-

ted from their regular job 

duties.

“The goal is good, but 

discuss that with me �rst 

because I have to see (if) 

you are going to drag one 

of my team and distract 

him from doing his job,” 

Al-Adlani said.

The annual street closu-

re of part of Belmont, from 

the Jos. Campau alley 

to Jos. Campau, for the 

upcoming monthly Night 

Bazaar was approved af-
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Call 833-710-1291 to schedule
 your free quote today!

We can only offer these special 

savings until 6/30/2026, 

so call today 

855.654.5986

20% off
Total Purchase*

+
$0 Money 

Down

+ 
18 months no 

interest**

* This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or 
affi liated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 
12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. 
Sales tax does not qualify for discount.  This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. 
This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 6/30/26.
** Plan 2531. Subject to credit approval. Interest rates range from 17.99% – 24.99%. Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and 
creditworthiness. 18-month promotional period (“Promo Period”) during which interest is billed but will be waived if the amount fi nanced is 
paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Any unpaid balance and amounts owed 
after Promo Period will be paid over 84 monthly payments. Offer expires 6/30/26. Michigan  272000011,  Ohio  HIC03284 and HRC-21-00005

OUR PROMISE
Maintenance-Free:
You never have to climb a ladder to clean your 
gutters again.

Clog-Free:
Our one-piece proprietary system is guaranteed 
not to clog, or we will clean it for free.
From A Company You Can Trust:
Leafguard prioritizes safety and treats our 
customers professionally and respectfully.

Clog-free, maintenance free gutters!

Continued from page 3

been identi�ed in Ohio, 

Wisconsin, and elsewhere 

close, although they are 

seen most (so far) in the 

Carolinas, Georgia and 

Alabama.

Nor are ants the only sp-

ring/summer tiny crawling 

pest we need to be vigi-

lant about: The NPMA also 

stresses to be watchful for 

mosquitoes, termites and 

ticks (the latter have real-

ly seen an, you’ll forgive, 

up-tick in the past couple 

summers), and we mig-

ht add grubs, centipedes 

and certain spiders such 

as the Brown Recluse to 

that list.

In general, stay aware of 

standing water pooling up 

after rains, etc., and try to 

mitigate it. If you have a 

birdfeeder, change it daily 

with fresh water from the 

hose, or consider one that 

stays running to keep the 

water circulating.

With ticks, check your-

self (or have someone 

else check you) for them 

on your skin or clothes 

after coming in from any 

walk through taller grass 

or weeds.

Many of these pests are 

more than just sources 

of an itchy bite or painful 

sting; they can be carriers 

of maladies from Lyme Di-

sease to encephalitis to 

west nile virus and more.

In short, spend a few 

minutes online or with a 

good reference book or 

three. A little time now 

may save you a lot of grief 

later.

You could start by chec-

king out npmapestworld.

org for more info and tips 

from the NPMA.

ter a lengthy discussion.

Councilmember Nayeem 

Choudhury questioned 

what Night Bazaar is 

about. He was concerned 

that taxpaying businesses 

would face unfair competi-

tion from vendors.

“It is hurting the person 

who’s paying taxes every 

month, paying insurance, 

paying employees,” he 

said. “It is not fair to the 

business owners.”

Isabel Allaway, of the 

CED, explained that the 

event takes place just 

once a month, starting 

in May, for a total of �ve 

months.

She said that there 

is no �nancial impact 

to nearby businesses. 

She said the event is to 

encourage “emerging bu-

sinesses” to establish 

themselves.

Mayor Alharbi said that 

this event has happened 

for the past two or three 

years.

“It makes the city look 

nice,” Alharbi said. “It at-

tracts people from other 

cities. … It’s one of the 

nice things that we do in 

the city.”

City Manager Al-Adla-

ni added that the event 

also creates “a sense 

of place” for the commu-

nity.

But Councilmember 

Choudhury questioned 

how the city bene�ts.

“Who’s behind this? … 

Who is the Night Bazaar? 

I don’t see the commu-

nity attending there,” he 

said. 

Allaway said the event 

is under her direction, 

and that about 600 peo-

ple attend each event.

The council approved 

the project.

Councilmember Choud-

hury talked about com-

ments directed at city 

of�cials on social me-

dia, saying that people 

are “continuously nag-

ging. They are derogatory 

words, very bad words 

and calling out continu-

ously.”

Mayor Alharbi said that 

as an elected of�cial, the 

public has a right to “at-

tack us.”


