
By Charles Sercombe

For those who lost 

their house or building 

because of a tax forec-

losure in Wayne County, 

there is relief coming 

your way.

That’s the result of a 

recent court ruling that 

now provides a path for 

former owners to recei-

ve compensation from 

the sale of tax foreclo-

sed properties.

Speci�cally, the Michi-

gan Supreme Court ru-

led that former property 

owners and interest 

holders may be entitled 

to receive money left 

over after their forec-

losed  properties  were 

sold at auction.  

Since then, the Wayne 

County Treasurer’s Of-

�ce has begun issuing 

payments to  former 

owners and interest 

holders -- whose claims 

have been approved 

by the Wayne County 

Circuit Court.

So far, more than 

$3.8 million has already 

been returned to eligib-

le claimants in Wayne 

County.

The Treasurer’s Of�ce 

is making sure peop-

le know they might be 

eligible to receive re-

maining proceeds. The 

of�ce carried out an 

extensive informational 

campaign designed to 

reach former property 

owners and interest hol-

ders who may be quali-

�ed to �le a claim.

“This is money that 

belongs to the people,” 

said Wayne County Tre-

asurer Eric R. Sabree in 

a press release. “When 

someone is legally en-

titled to proceeds from 

the sale of  tax foreclo-

sed property, we believe 

it’s our responsibility to 

inform people that tho-

se dollars are available 

and can be returned to 

them.”

The Treasurer’s Of�ce 

stresses that its top 

priority is preventing 

foreclosure in the �rst 

place. Through payment 

plans, tax assistance 

programs, and commu-
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BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

Reserve Your Space Today!

Call Dave 313-874-2100
Banquet Hall & Catering

2934 Yemans • Hamtramck

313-873-8432

www.polonia-restaurant.net 

Coming
S�n

10% OFF
Services:

Toilets • Faucets 
• Water Heaters

Sewers and Broken Water 
Lines Dug Up Military & 

Senior Discounts

586-775-2441
32004 Utica Rd. • Fraser

42365 Gar�eld Rd. • Clinton Twp.

27815 Harper Ave. • St. Clair Shores

BOB DOWNEY PLUMBING
FREE ESTIMATES • FAST SERVICE

24/7 EMERGENCY REPAIR

We Charge 

by the Job, 

not the 

Hour!

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER

By Charles Sercombe

For regular readers of 

The Review, this is the 

time of the year where 

we go out on a limb and 

make some predictions 

for the next 12 months.

Note to readers: You 

might have better luck 

winning the lottery than 

relying on what we pre-

dict.

Well, okay, maybe we’re 

not that bad.

Anyway: back on track. 

Once again, we rumma-

ged around the backroom, 

unpacked our crystal ball, 

cleaned it off, and looked 

deep inside for signs and 

images of the year ahead.

Right off the bat, and 

this takes no special in-

sight, we see that this is 

the last year of the Det-

roit City Football Club cal-

ling Hamtramck home.

Work has already be-

gun on the team’s new 

stadium, in Detroit’s 

Corktown neighborhood, 

and the club says that, by 

2027, their home games 

will be played there.

That means: Goodbye, 

Hamtramck and Keyworth 

Stadium, and goodbye 

also to nearby restau-

rants and bars enjoying 

the patronage of tho-

se football fans. Or is it 

soccer?

That team pumped a lot 

of dollars into renovating 

Keyworth, and now we 

wonder what will happen 

to it. We also understand 

that one certain Hamtra-

mck Board of Education 

member couldn’t be hap-

pier to see them go.

Just why, exactly, is a 

mystery to us, conside-

ring how much the club 

has done for the stadium 

and city.

And, speaking of the 

Board of Education, the-

re are three board mem-

bers up for re-election 

this year, and our crystal 

ball says that two of them 

won’t run again.

Last year, we wonde-

red when -- and if – then-

Mayor Amer Ghalib would 

get a job with President 

Trump’s administration.

Ghalib’s original job 

wish with the ad-

ministration was to 

be ambassador to 

Kuwait, but that fell 

�at during his Sena-

te con�rmation hea-

ring – largely due to 

his past comments 

and activity on social 

media.

He has been saying, 

more or less, that any 

day an announcement 

would be made about 

his new job.

We were waiting. 

And… waiting. Annnn-

nd waiting.

It seemed to us, as 

more time went by, 

that just maybe that 

ship had sailed.

But, surprise! 

As it turned out 

Ghalib, indeed, 

landed a job with 

the Trump admi-

nistration, as a con-

sultant to AmeriCor-

ps. This comes at a 

time, however, when 

the approval of the 

Trump administration 

on the president's 

handling of just about 

everything is at an 

all-time low.

For the past few 

years, city of�cials 

lamented the loss of 

revenue from the Way-

ne County jail located 

in Hamtramck, which 

amounted to $1.4 mil-

lion a year for the city.

That’s no chump 

change.

Over the last se-

veral months, we 

heard potential 

good news, from 

sources, that the 

county is ready 

to reopen the jail 

and renew the re-

venue �ow to the 

city.

As it turned out, 

the county will re-

sume payments to 

the city for use of 

the jail site.

The only problem? 

It’s likely going to be 

about half the inco-

me every year, ver-

sus what used to be 

received.

What’s in store for 2026? 
Let’s take a look

By Charles Sercombe

Former mayor Amer 

Ghalib is moving on to a 

new job.

As he has predicted 

for the past few months, 

Ghalib is now working for 

President Trump’s admi-

nistration, for the federal 

agency AmeriCorps, whe-

re he will hold the title 

of Senior Consultant for 

Strategic Partnerships.

Ghalib was initially no-

minated by Trump to be 

ambassador to Kuwait, 

but that nomination hit a 

roadblock at a con�rma-

tion hearing with the U.S. 

Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee last October.

That original nomination 

appeared to be a reward 

for Ghalib’s endorsement 

of Trump in the 2024 

presidential election. 

Ghalib was credited with 

in�uencing other Arab and 

Muslim voters in the Det-

roit area to switch from 

supporting Democrats to 

Republicans.

But, during his con�r-

mation, both Republican 

and Democratic sena-

tors took issue with Gha-

lib’s past comments and 

social media activity that 

they considered to be an-

tisemitic.

Ultimately, the Senate 

Committee never even 

took up a vote on Ghalib, 

which prevented him from 

getting the ambassador 

job.

Here’s what Ghalib has 

to say about his new role 

on his Facebook page in 

an apparent rough trans-

lation from Arabic to Eng-

lish:

“It is of�cial, I took the 

constitutional oath today, 

and discharged my duties 

in of�ce.

“On this occasion, I ex-

tend my sincere thanks 

and appreciation to Pre-

sident Donald Trump for 

trusting me, and entrus-

ting me with this position 

within his administration 

and leadership, through 

which I can work with in-

tegrity to serve the inter-

ests of American citizens 

�rst, without any oppo-

sition to the interests of 

other countries.”

“This role also allows 

me to develop partners-

hips with local commu-

nities and civic organiza-

tions across the country, 

through my work at Ame-

riCorps, to serve citizens 

in multiple areas inclu-

ding health, education, 

housing and public safety, 

and foster a culture of 

engagement in various 

�elds of public service.

“I had asked the Pre-

Former 
mayor
announces
new job
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This week at the Library . . . 
Phil Hale Jazz Concert:  This popu-

lar jazz group will play a concert at 

the library on Friday, February 27, 

2026.  Everyone is invited, free to the 

Public. 

Income Taxes:  On February 3, 1913 

the 16th Amendment to the U.S. Con-

stitution was ratified granting Con-

gress the authority to collect income 

taxes. 

Story Time:  These programs con-

ducted by the library staff are sched-

uled for Wednesdays afternoon at 4:00 

pm.  All children are invited. 

Heroism:  On February 3, 1943 an 

extraordinary act of heroism occurred 

in the icy waters off Greenland after 

the U.S. Army transport ship 

“Dorchester” was hit by a German 

torpedo and began to sink rapidly.  

When it became apparent there were 

not enough life jackets, four U.S. Ar-

my Chaplains on board removed 

theirs, handed them to frightened 

young soldiers, and chose to go down 

with the ship while praying. 

Exercise at the Library:  The RIM 

Foundation was begun exercise clas-

ses again this fall.  On Tuesdays, its 

back to Yoga at 2:30 pm. and on Fri-

days, it is Tai Chi at 10:00 am.  To 

register for the program, stop by the 

library circulation desk. 

Preservation of Jazz:  Continuing 

into the autumn and winter season, the 

Jazz Masterclass program will take 

place on Thursday evenings from 5 to 

7 pm.  Participants will cultivate a 

deeper understanding of this elegant 

artform through guided discussions, 

curated listening experiences, docu-

mentary screenings, and more.  For 

more information about the program,  

call Sky Covington (248) 383-3385.. 

ESL Classes:  These classes are held 

Monday to Thursday at 9 am and 12 

noon.  To participate, you must regis-

ter with the Horizon School. 

OverDrive:  What more can your li-

brary card get you?  How about Over-

Drive’s enormous collection of digital 

materials.  Whether searching over-

drive.com or using their Libby Ap, 

you will have quite the selection of 

ebooks, online periodicals and audio 

books to pick from. Plus, Kanopy, 

with its smorgasbord of foreign and 

classic films, documentaries, and edu-

cational series, is now under the Over-

Drive umbrella.  Find links to both of 

these media repositories on our web-

site www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us . 

Kanopy:  Have you watched abso-

lutely everything on your streaming 

services and are still in need of 

thoughtful entertainment?  Give 

Kanopy a try.  Dive into the humong-

ous collection of critically acclaimed 

films both foreign and domestic, as 

well as documentaries and educational 

series that Kanopy has on offer.  

Stream titles anywhere on your per-

sonal smart device for free after sign-

ing up with your library card info.  

Find a link to this awesome resource 

on our website www.hamtramck.lib. 

mi.us by checking under the eRe-

sources tab. 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 

Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 
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It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 102 Years of 

Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 

Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday, February 1, 
Holy Mass 9:00 am

Septuagesima Sunday in 
Pre-Lent Season

Feb 2 – Solemnity of the Presentation of our 

Lord Blessing of Candles Holy Mass 9 am

Feb 3 – Observance of Saint Blaise of 

Sebastea, Bishop Martyr Holy Mass 7 pm

Feb 7 – Take-out only Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm

Everyone Welcome!

Feb 14 – Drive-thru only Polish Dinner 

3:30-5:30 pm

SUPPORT LOCAL 

BUSINESS

SAVE THE DATE
City of Hamtramck

2026 Property Auction Begins On:

03 10 26
Auction End Date: 04/01/26

Full list of available properties, bidding requirements, &
application will be posted in late February @

https://hamtramckcity.gov/community/property-for-sale/

What’s curious, though, 

is the timing of the an-

nouncement. Hamtramck 

has brand new political 

leadership, just a few 

weeks old. Why is there 

an announcement now? 

Is it that this change in 

leadership was the key?

We have a sneaking 

suspicion the change of 

heart is no coincidence.

Speaking of leadership, 

is there growing pressure 

to bring in a Yemeni-Ame-

rican as city manager?

So far, placing Yeme-

ni-Americans in the roles 

of deputy city manager 

and police chief hasn’t 

panned out. Is the third 

time the charm?

There might be an an-

nouncement coming in 

the next few weeks.

Last year, we also no-

ted that many in Ham-

tramck’s conservative 

Muslim population had 

defected from the De-

mocratic Party to the Re-

publican Party.

Now, with Trump’s tra-

vel ban in effect for over 

a dozen Muslim-majority 

countries – including Ye-

men and Bangladesh, 

where many in the city im-

migrated from -- will those 

same voters do a U-turn 

and go back to the Dems 

in the midterm elections 

this coming November?

We think that’s a possi-

bility – especially conside-

ring that ICE is rounding 

up people solely becau-

se they look foreign. ICE 

agents are already prow-

ling Detroit and the su-

burbs.

Our guess is, Hamtra-

mck will be getting our 

own unwanted visits.

Just remember, a coup-

le thousand of the city’s 

immigrants voted for this.

Another easy predic-

tion: this year, Veterans 

Park will realize further 

rebirth, this time in the 

form of new restrooms 

being installed. The roads 

and parking lot around 

the stadium have already 

been repaved.

Pol it ical ly -speaking , 

Hamtramck often holds 

many secrets.

And, just as often, 

they end up being mere 

rumors that amount to 

nothing.

Having said that, recent-

ly, City Councilmember 

Mohammed Hassan pos-

ted something pretty int-

riguing on his Facebook 

page, in which he threa-

tened to post a video 

– or whatever you call it 

these days – of a person 

(or persons) sitting at a 

dining table with a bunch 

of absentee ballots back 

in 2021.

Hmmm … Who could 

this person or persons 

be?

We are taking this with 

the proverbial (giant) 

grain of salt, considering 

the blustery nature of 

Councilman Hassan. But, 

if such a video does, in 

fact, get released, it could 

damage the reputations 

of one or two current or 

former elected of�cials.

And, speaking of 

Councilmember Hassan 

(who is now the mayor 

pro tem of the city), he 

is, himself, facing felony 

election fraud charges. 

His court date is set for 

April in Wayne County 

Circuit Court.

We’ve been told that 

the evidence against 

him hinges on a sole wit-

ness. Will this witness 

show up? Will they testify 

truthfully?

To quote the character 

“The Dude” in the mo-

vie “The Big Lebowski”: 

“Expect lots of ins, outs, 

and what-have-yous.”

Moving on, it’s a good 

bet that the Joe Lewis 

Greenway project will get 

completed this year – at 

least, the Hamtramck 

portion. And those who 

hate sharing the road with 

bicyclists are not going to 

be happy.

Uh-oh, our crystal ball 

is fading. Time to put it 

back in storage and wait 

to see what really unfolds 

in Hamtramck for this co-

ming year.

And one thing is al-

most a certainty: There’s 

always a few twists and 

turns that you don’t see 

coming. You know: Ins, 

outs, what-have-yous.

Remember, the Dude 

abides.

What’s in store for 2026? Let’s take a look
Continued from front page

nity partnerships, the 

of�ce works year-round 

to help residents stay in 

their homes.

More  information about 

the  remaining  proceeds 

claims process – as 

well as property tax as-

sistance programs to 

assist owners with avoi-

ding foreclosure in the 

�rst place -- is available 

at WayneCountyMI.gov/

Treasurer.
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Coming up… At press are very excited for Ham- renters.

Review: Opinion Page

Will city taxpayers be hit 
with a hefty bill? 

In Our Opinion

Hamtramck, like a 

number of other com-

munities, is about to 

get screwed by Repub-

lican state legislators.

That’s because they 

went to court to block 

roughly $5 million that 

had been earmarked 

about a year ago to 

fund several projects 

here in town, including 

purchasing a new �re 

truck that is already un-

der construction.

All together, $645 

million is at stake for a 

number of various pro-

jects in communities 

throughout the state.

The legislators claim 

the funding is uncons-

titutional, according to 

some obscure rule in 

controlling state fun-

ding.

Fortunately, the state 

has already funneled 

some of this money to 

Hamtramck, but a ques-

tion lingers whether 

communities will be 

forced to pay back mo-

ney already spent.

That will be �nancially 

devastating to Hamtra-

mck, which, like other 

communities, was se-

lected because we are 

a community where 

many people are survi-

ving on poverty wages.

We are also a city 

with aging infrastructu-

re, and limited �nancial 

resources.

We understand that 

legislators want to be 

�scally responsible, but 

subjecting communi-

ties to footing the bills 

for millions in improve-

ments that were already 

promised is anything 

but responsible.

And, if Hamtramck 

is socked with a bill to 

pay back the funding, 

you can bet it will be 

property owners – ho-

meowners – who will 

be forced to pay for it, 

through a court-ordered 

tax.

Legislators need to 

know that they are 

playing with their fellow 

citizens’ �nancial secu-

rity. 

Winter brings unwan-

ted ICE … By now, we’ve 

all seen, heard or read 

about the bullying and 

even deadly tactics emp-

loyed by agents -- many 

of them newly hired and, 

apparently, poorly trained 

– from Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement, 

or ICE, as well as Border 

Patrol and the National 

Guard.

Immigration legal 

experts advise the fol-

lowing if you are confron-

ted by ICE agents:

• You do not have to 

open the door. If you do, 

stay calm – you have rig-

hts.

• Ask what or who they 

are there for (and ask for 

an interpreter if you need 

one).

• If they ask to enter, 

ask if they have a warrant 

signed by a judge and, if 

so, ask to see it (through 

a window, or slipped un-

der the door).

• If they do not have a 

warrant signed by a jud-

ge, you may refuse to 

let them in. Ask them to 

leave any information at 

your door.

• If they force their way 

into your home, do not 

resist. Tell everyone in 

the residence to remain 

silent.

• If you are arrested, 

you have the right to re-

main silent. Do not sign 

anything until you speak 

with a lawyer.

While these tips may 

not fully protect you, you 

can also try �lming the 

incident with your pho-

ne. Again, remain calm. 

Keep insisting on com-

municating with a legal 

representative until you 

are granted such. Go 

over details; you may 

need to testify in court, 

and coming to a clear 

agreement about what 

exactly happened can be 

very important if it co-

mes to that point.

I spy on you? … Folks 

are sounding the alarm 

that households with 

Ring Doorbell cameras 

may �nd out the informa-

tion they collect could be 

used against you.

How’s that?

According to various re-

ports, it’s been said that 

there are cases of Ring 

devices being hooked 

up with the surveillance 

company Flock, which po-

lice departments, inclu-

ding Hamtramck, use for 

license plate reading to 

catch wanted criminals.

The concern is that 

information gathered by 

these two devices will be 

funneled to ICE for their 

efforts to catch suspec-

ted illegal aliens.

Hamtramck is long 

known for being a town 

populated mostly by im-

migrants – many newly or 

recently arrived.

If that sounds straight 

out of Big Brother science 

�ction, well, it may not be 

�ction anymore.

However, Ring is ow-

ned by Amazon, and that 

company’s Jeff Bezo de-

nies that there is any 

data sharing.

Hmmmm.

That sounds reassu-

ring, right?

Watch this space for fu-

ture updates.

Hot cars … Accor-

ding to a new and tho-

rough-looking survey by a 

website called Compare 

the Market, data on car 

thefts puts Michigan at 

number 16 per capita 

in the U.S. – and that’s 

nothing to burn rubber 

over.

And while Michigan’s 

rate of 265 thefts per 

100,000 residents pa-

les in comparison with 

Colorado’s abysmal 

777-per-100K �gure, 

it’s still nowhere near 

New Hampshire’s pristi-

ne 67-per-100K number 

either.

Michigan is also a bit 

quirky in that it is only 

state in the union whe-

re the preferred target 

vehicle is the Jeep Grand 

Cherokee.

In 37 other states, it 

is either the unspeci�ed 

“Chevrolet Pickup” (19) 

or “Ford Pickup” (18).  

Also in the mix: the Hon-

da Accord (7), Hyundai 

Elantra (4), Toyota Camry 

(1) and Honda CR-V (1).

If you’re either astute 

at math, OCD, or bored, 

and added that all up and 

realized it came out to 51 

states, that’s because 

the District of Columbia 

was entered separately 

as its own entry.

The survey also noted 

the second- and third-

most targeted makes/

models, and for Michi-

gan, they were the Dodge 

Charger and the Chrysler 

300 Series vehicles.

Interestingly, neither 

the Chevy nor the Ford 

Pickups, so prevalent 

across much of the na-

tion to be earmarked 

for swiping, didn’t even 

crack the state’s top 

three.

Only 10 other states 

were also able to say 

that as well, all of them 

either Midwest/Northern 

(Illinois, Ohio, Wiscon-

sin) or Eastern Seaboard 

(D.C., Maryland, Con-

necticut, Rhode Island, 

Pennsylvania, New York, 

Massachusetts).

More on car thefts 

…We’ve talked about 

what’s getting swiped, 

but there’s also another 

in-depth analysis from 

Compare the Market just 

out called “The Five Ris-

kiest Places to Park in 

Michigan.”

A �ve-year-long analy-

sis examining 116,677 

Michigan car thefts, the 

study found that about 

2 out of every 5 thef-

ts occur at home, while 

more than three in �ve 

happen when away.

In regard to this ratio, 

Michigan is similar to 

much of the rest of the 

nation.

Two types of areas 

account for more than 

four-�fths of the “away” 

thefts: A vehicle get-

ting taken from a pub-

lic street, alley, freeway 

etc., 45 percent, and the 

car getting taken from a 

parking garage or drop 

off / ride share lot, 36 

percent.

How to help prevent 

this?

Good old common sen-

se: park where there are 

a lot of people, and it’s 

well-lit and, preferably, 

monitored by a security 

person; lock your doors 

and windows and leave 

nothing of value visible; 

consider anti-theft de-

vices, such as steering 

wheel locks or alarm sys-

tems.

Many modern vehicles 

come with the latter as 

standard equipment, but 

it could be argued that 

people are so used to 

car alarms going off that 

they don’t react much 

anymore.

And, in this cold 

weather, be especial-

ly careful starting your 

vehicle remotely, even if 

you are watching it clos-

ely; most car thieves are 

opportunistic, and look 

to strike quickly for the 

easy pickings.

By Charles Sercombe

In a move that surprised 

a number of residents, 

newly-elected mayor 

Adam Alharbi introduced 

new city logo designs.

And this was done in 

the �rst few weeks since 

Alharbi became mayor.

The immediate reaction 

on social media, however, 

was a big thumbs-down.

“There is nothing wrong 

with the current logo. 

More distractions and 

wasting taxpayer money,” 

said Diane Elizabeth.

The initial designs offe-

red by Alharbi featured 

an eagle motif that, for 

some, conjured up similar 

designs used by a certain 

1930s German fascist 

party.

“Looks awfully WWII 

with Nazi undertones to 

me,” said Lynn Blasey.

The most frequent cri-

ticism was that the desig-

ns looked computer gene-

rated.

“Both of these are AI 

generated slop and it’s 

frankly disappointing and 

disrespectful to the artist 

community of Hamtramck 

which the city is known 

for having an amazing 

and vibrant artist com-

munity. There’s a right 

way and wrong way to do 

things and this de�nitely 

falls into the wrong way.” 

said Gracie Olivero.

Well, you get the drift 

-- and so did Alharbi, who 

agreed to go back to the 

drawing board.

“You spoke, and we lis-

tened!” he said on Face-

book. “We’ve taken your 

feedback from the pre-

vious round to re�ne our 

city logo. Hamtramck is a 

different city than it was 

100 years ago, and we 

want a brand that re�ects 

‘The World in Two Square 

Miles’ as we know it to-

day.”

So, Alharbi handed off 

the project to the Hamtra-

mck Arts & Culture Com-

mission.

In the meantime, Alhar-

bi unveiled a new round 

of designs.

And once again, the cri-

tics weren’t impressed.

“As a professional 

graphic designer with ye-

ars of experience, I be-

lieve the previous Ham-

tramck city logo was far 

stronger,” said Bodrul Ah-

men. “The new design ap-

pears rushed and lacks 

Mayor moves quick to begin 
city rebranding effort
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YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

School BellSchool Bell

Place an 

Ad in 

The Review 

Today
Call 

(313) 874-2100

3618 Caniff, 1 BR apt., all 

utilities + internet, $1100/

mo., shared apt., all utili-

ties + internet, $500/mo., 

313-434-9759 or 313-

419-3273. 1/30 

Detroit, Mound & Davison, 

large 2BR, quiet street, 

adults preferred, no pets, 

possible handyman to 

work for rent, $700/mo., 

call Mike, 313-516-5178. 
2/13

Detroit, 3 BR remode-

led kitchen + bathroom, 

hardwood �oors, 2 ½ 

car garage, quiet street, 

adults preferred, no pets. 

$35,000 or $900/mo. for 

short-term lease, handy-

man preferred, call Mike, 

313-516-5178. 2/13

Deadline for 
classifieds for next 
week is Thursday 

at Noon

Call 

(313) 874-2100 

to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their 
ad following �rst publication. The 
newspaper shall not be liable for 
failure to publish an ad, for a ty-
pographic error or errors in publi-
cation except to the extent of the 
cost of the ad for the �rst day’s 
insertion. Adjustments for errors 
is limited to the cost of that por-
tion of the ad wherein the error 
occurred. We reserve the right to 
classify, revise or reject any classi-
�ed advertisement.

Coming Events
SATURDAY, Feb. 7, 2-4 p.m. – Take-out only Soup 

Kitchen at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski 

at Fleming. Everyone is welcome! (Please come 

in person to pick up your meal.) Note that Soup 

Kitchen is a week earlier this month only.

SATURDAY, Feb. 14, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Drive-th-

ru Take-out Polish at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 

2311 Pulaski at Fleming. $15 Adult/$8 Child 

12 & under. Menu: Pork Chop, Kielbasa, Pierogi/

sour cream, Sauerkraut, Mashed Potatoes/gravy, 

Paczek forDessert. Cars will be staged in parking 

lot for delivery in front of church.

APARTMENTS AND

FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR 

RENT OR SALE

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log 

covers Jan. 20-26.

Tuesday, Jan. 20

• A business on Caniff 

reported a disorderly cus-

tomer.

• An unwanted guest 

was reported at a resi-

dence in the 2600 block 

of Holbrook.

• Following a traf�c 

stop, the male driver was 

arrested for driving with a 

suspended license, and 

for being wanted on a 

Hamtramck warrant.

Wednesday, Jan, 21

• A business in the 

8900 block of Jos. Cam-

pau reported trouble with 

a customer.

• A theft from a vehicle 

was reported in the 2300 

block of Caniff.

• A suspicious incident 

was reported on Florian.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 3300 

block of Caniff.

• A theft from a vehic-

le was reported in the 

12000 block of St. Aubin.

Thursday, Jan. 22

• At 1:30 a.m., a tres-

passing complaint was 

made in the 11600 block 

of Jos. Campau.

• Of�cers, responding 

to a domestic assault in 

the 2300 block of Hewitt, 

arrested a suspect.

• An assault was repor-

ted in the 2400 block of 

Denton.

• An attempted carjac-

king was reported in the 

11600 block of Sobieski.

Friday, Jan. 23

• A complaint was 

made about an animal in 

the 3300 block of Edwin.

• A person in the 

12000 block of Grand 

Haven reported receiving 

harassing phone calls.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 9200 

block of Jos. Campau.

• Family trouble was 

reported in the 12000 

block of St. Aubin.

• A complaint about an 

animal was made in the 

3300 block of Edwin.

Saturday, Jan. 24

• No incident report 

was available for this 

date.

Sunday, Jan. 25

• An armed robbery 

was reported in the 9800 

block of Jos. Campau.

• A break-in was repor-

ted in the 12000 block of 

St. Aubin.

• Property damage was 

reported in the area of 

Caniff and Mitchell.

• A business in the 

11800 block of Dequind-

re reported trouble with a 

customer.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 2900 

block of Lehman.

• A break-in was repor-

ted in the 9500 block of 

Mitchell.

Monday, Jan. 26

• A loose dog was re-

ported on Lumpkin.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported on Pulaski.

• A complaint about 

an animal was made in 

the area of Lumpkin and 

Holbrook.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 

12000 block of Dequind-

re. A domestic assault 

was also reported in the 

12000 block of Selfridge.

• A suspicious person 

was reported in the 2600 

of Holbrook.

Service Directory

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

(313) 365-8630

7
/6

/2
5

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online

Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

 
 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area 

and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Library Channel) 

What’s on this coming week? 
Black history month programs, 

Greg Kowalski street naming ceremony in Museum, 
Street Naming Controversy at Jan. 13 Council Meeting 
Inauguration Ceremonies for 2026 held in the Library 

Final City Council meeting of the year 2025, 
Holiday music on Fridays in December at the library 

and more 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 

take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 
Hamtramck Public Library; Videos, or Live 

 

To place community announcement 

call the Library at 313-733-6822 

Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 

Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

To upload video files go to (bit.ly/hamtramcktv) 

January 30, 2026 

Installation of 

Assistive Devices for 

Senior & Disabled

BOB DOWNEY PLUMBING
LICENSED 

MASTER 

PLUMBER

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST SERVICE
24/7 EMERGENCY REPAIR

586-775-2441

10% 
OFF

32004 Utica Rd. • Fraser

42365 Gar�eld Rd. • Clinton Twp.

27815 Harper Ave. • St. Clair 

Military & Senior Discounts

Get Attention!

Place an Ad in 

The Review 

Business Directory
Call Dave 

(313) 874-2100

Pre-school 

program
The Michigan Depart-

ment of Lifelong Educa-

tion, Advancement, and 

Potential (MiLEAP) has 

expanded its “Pre-K for 

All” programs.

That means Hamtramck 

families who are enrolled 

in the program will see an 

expansion of services.

In a press release, Gov. 

Gretchen Whitmer said:

“I am proud that 

we  are  seeing record 

enrollment in our free, 

high-quality Pre-K for All 

programs across the 

state, saving families 

$14,000 a year. With to-

day’s $9.7 million invest-

ment,  we will help open 

and expand 246 Pre-K 

classrooms, supporting 

even more local programs 

and  educators so they 

can help thousands more 

children successfully pre-

pare for kindergarten.”

Families looking to �nd 

a program near them and 

learn more about eligibi-

lity can visit MiPreKforAll.

org.
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Former mayor announces new job
Continued from front page

sident to reconsider 

appointing me as am-

bassador to the State of 

Kuwait, and advised me, 

thanks to the Trinity, un-

til the vote in the Senate 

Foreign Relations Com-

mittee. Except that I exp-

lained to him the loss of 

my family and the desire 

to travel abroad, after the 

dif�cult and bitter expe-

rience that accompanied 

the certi�cation stage of 

appointment…

“The President, thank-

fully, has preferred to 

respond to my request 

and give me another posi-

tion aligned with my wis-

hes, through which I can 

employ my experience 

and background in public 

work to serve American 

citizens, away from the 

controversy and con�icts 

that some people get to 

activate and engage in.

“I will do all I can to ser-

ve all, including our small 

community who has been 

loyal to me, and will re-

main loyal to them, cou-

rageously defending their 

rights and freedoms, and 

a sincere voice expres-

sing their aspirations and 

causes.

“Thanks to all, and with 

God's blessing we start a 

new chapter of this, The 

Journey. …

“I will draw on my skills, 

experience, and knowled-

ge to build meaningful 

partnerships, solve comp-

lex challenges, and help 

uplift local communities 

across the nation.

“I am excited to begin 

this new chapter, and look 

forward to working along-

side an exceptional team 

of dedicated and patriotic 

public servants.”

AmeriCorps serves 

about 70,000 Americans 

and works in conjunction 

with community organiza-

tions and nonpro�ts.

It’s also informally 

known as the “domestic 

Peace Corps.”

Ghalib told The Review 

that his salary has not 

been set yet, but it’s in 

the range of $200,000.

Ghalib has also talked 

about the possibility that 

the Trump administration 

has been looking into his 

request for �nancial as-

sistance for Hamtramck – 

particularly, for replacing 

the remaining sewer li-

nes.

He has said the city 

could receive as much as 

$50 million up to hund-

reds of millions.

Ghalib, a Muslim im-

migrant from Yemen, 

was asked by The Review 

whether he had any re-

servations about working 

with the Trump administ-

ration considering how 

the immigration agency 

ICE has been handling 

the crackdown on illegal 

immigrants. He said:

“There is a reason why 

I chose this position, and 

that is to stay away from 

controversy and to conti-

nue with public service. 

I accepted this appoint-

ment by the president ba-

sed on my request, after 

I found some opposition 

to my ambassadorial con-

�rmation, so I can focus 

on promoting civic en-

gagement, public safety, 

health, education, hou-

sing, crisis management, 

disasters preparedness, 

supporting youth, vete-

rans and seniors, and 

building partnerships 

with local communities 

and organizations in all 

�fty states. 

Ghalib continued: “This 

is what I would like to 

continue working on. I’ll 

try as much as possible 

to stay away from politics. 

However, I’ll do my best to 

keep ICE away from our 

community, because the-

re is no reason for them 

to come. 

“Our city is one of the 

safest in the country and 

the crime rate here is 

one of the lowest, and 

we have no illegal im-

migrants or criminals in 

our community. I’ll con-

tinue to be in the frontli-

ne to serve, support and 

protect this community in 

any capacity I can.”

the research, creativity, 

and re�nement that a city 

identity deserves. It could 

easily be perceived as ge-

neric or quickly produced 

rather than thoughtfully 

crafted.

“The former logo was 

distinctive, well-rese-

arched, and artistically 

strong. I strongly recom-

mend retaining it unless 

a new design can meet or 

exceed that standard.”

So, just why did Alharbi 

undertake this project, 

especially when he’s just 

a few weeks in as mayor?

Here’s his explanation:

“The initiative to upda-

te our city logo is a key 

component of a broader 

rebranding effort aimed 

at moving Hamtramck 

forward. Like many prog-

ressive cities across the 

country, we are focused 

on modernization to bet-

ter attract visitors and 

investors, while ensuring 

our visual identity is opti-

mized for the digital age 

and social media. This 

rebranding direction was 

of�cially approved du-

ring our most recent City 

Council meeting.”

The mayor also points 

out that Hamtramck’s 

current city logo features 

a drawing of a factory – 

which, at one time, re�ec-

ted the powerful muscle 

of industrial manufactu-

ring here in town.

Those factories, es-

pecially the old Dodge 

Main, are now mostly long 

gone, although GM still 

has a plant that straddles 

the Detroit-Hamtramck 

border.

The idea of updating the 

city logo is nothing new. 

Former mayor Gary Zych, 

who is a metal sculptor, 

proposed adopting a new 

city logo back in the late 

1990s.

That idea �zzled out, 

but the thought has come 

up here and there again 

since then.

The concept of “bran-

ding” that Alharbi men-

tioned is one of the buzz 

words that today’s urban 

planners use to re-imagi-

ne a city’s identity for a 

modern audience – and, 

especially, potential in-

vestors.

In an AI overview, it’s 

explained this way:

“Urban planners increa-

singly use city branding 

as a strategic tool to de�-

ne a city's unique identity, 

enhancing its global com-

petitiveness to attract 

investment, tourism, and 

talent.”

Still, some insist there 

is no need to modernize.

“What's wrong with the 

original?” asked former 

City Councilmember Julia 

Boluk.

Mayor moves quick to begin city 

rebranding effort Continued from page 3

By Charles Sercombe

Brrrrrr … It’s been cold 

out there.

Dangerously cold. It’s 

been advised to minimize 

your outdoor exposure 

during this severe arctic 

blast.

And that applies to pets 

as well – especially to 

anyone who keeps their 

pet dog outside, which is 

wrong no matter the sea-

son.

If you see a pet dog sit-

ting outside in the cold 

for a prolonged period in 

your neighborhood, there 

is a city ordinance that 

requires pets to be broug-

ht indoors.

When it comes to what 

the city calls “extreme 

weather,” the law says:

“No animal shall be left 

outside and unattended, 

regardless of access to 

an outdoor shelter, during 

any period in which a se-

vere weather advisory or 

warning has been issued 

for the area by the Natio-

nal Weather Service, or if 

the temperature is below 

43 degrees Fahrenheit 

or above 90 degrees 

Fahrenheit.

“This includes but is 

not limited to an animal in 

a security fenced-in yard, 

an animal in a kennel, or 

an animal tethered. This 

section does not apply to 

feral or community cats.”

So far, the weather fo-

recast calls for frigid tem-

peratures below 20 deg-

rees for the next several 

days.

If you do see a pet out-

side for long periods, you 

are asked to call the po-

lice department at 911.

The animal rights orga-

nization PETA (People for 

the Ethical Treatment of 

Animals) estimates that, 

so far in the 2025-2026 

winter season, 56 pet 

dogs have died from the 

cold across the U.S.

For pets, owners are 
told to beware of 
exposure to bitter cold

After months of waiting, former mayor Amer Ghalib announced this week that he 

has been hired by President Trump’s administration to be a consultant working 

with AmeriCorps.
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We are here to help! 

www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
313-224-5990

If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting
a Wayne County Probate Court Case because a property is
in the name of a deceased family member, please contact

one of the following community partners for assistance: 

From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer 
Eric R. Sabree 

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726

Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800 

Contact the Wayne County

Probate Court by calling:

313-224-5706

The rules to play Sudoku are quite simple. Fill in the blanks so that each row, each 

column, and each of the nine 3x3 grids contain one instance of each of the numbers 

1 through 9.

sudoku

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 2-28-26.
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 2-28-26.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning 

Job, Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

$225

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 

56 Years 

of Service

Heating
Service

Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

$99
Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 

Expires 2-28-26.

f
f

Place an 
Ad in 

The Review 

Today

Call 

(313) 874-2100


