
By Charles Sercombe

Former City Manager 
Max Garbarino has put 
Hamtramck in his rear-
view mirror, and is hea-
ding north – as in, to 
Lexington, Michigan.

He was hired last 
week as Interim City Ma-
nager, and, if he does 
well, gets along with the 
leadership, etc. -- you 
know the drill -- the job 
is his.

As for his new job, Gar-
barino said: “I’m excited 
to start a new journey. I 
had a duty to do a new 
job.”

The Village of Lexing-
ton is just north of Port 
Huron; about a one-hour 
drive from Hamtramck. 
Its population is about 
1,100.

The job pays roughly 
$100,000 a year, and 
it comes with some 
unique duties, such as 
managing a city-owned 
trailer park.

Lexington is also a 
town where a number of 
former Hamtramck resi-
dents have settled for 
retirement, and, being 
nestled right along Lake 
Huron, is a boating com-
munity as well.

Garbarino was �red by 
the city council for rea-
sons not ever fully exp-
lained. 

But the �ring followed 
an internal investigation 
by the Miller Johnson 
law �rm into Garbarino, 
former Police Chief Ja-
miel Altaheri and police 
of�cer David Adamczyk.

The law �rm faulted 
Garbarino for recom-
mending the police 
chief hire investigator 
Adamczyk (which was 
interpreted as a form 
of coercion), and for not 
acting soon enough to 
take disciplinary action 
against Chief Altaheri.

The �ndings of the 
investigation form a 
tangled web that �rst 
started with Garbarino 
conducting an internal 
investigation into Alta-
heri that was overseen 
by Adamczyk.

The investigation 
accused Altaheri of a 
number of wrongdoings, 
none of which resulted 
in criminal charges.

Both Altaheri and Ada-
mczyk left the city, with 
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9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown 
Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com

Specializing in Polish and European Style

Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies, 

Pies & Pastries, Wedding &

Birthday Cakes

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake

• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies

• Tortes
• Honey or Rum Babka

• Assorted Cookies
• Chrusciki
• Kolackzi

• Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls

• Cheesecakes

40211 Mound Rd. Sterling Heights, MI 48310

586-250-9090 Call for Hours
www.Srodek.com

9601 Jos Campau St. Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck might 

soon come one step clo-

ser to �nding out who 

will serve as its mayor, 

starting on Jan. 1.

Or maybe not.

City Councilmember 

Muhith Mahmood, who 

ran for the job of mayor 

instead for another term 

on council, is seeking to 

have 37 uncounted ab-

sentee ballots included 

in the �nal vote tally.

The ballots in question 

were discovered in the 

city clerk’s of�ce a day 

or two after the election 

was over, but the Wayne 

County Board of Canvas-

sers deadlocked in a 

2-2 vote on whether to 

allow the ballots to be 

counted.

That tie vote, by law, 

automatically prevented 

the ballots from being 

counted.

That’s where Mah-

mood took up the mat-

ter to include the bal-

lots. And there is a lot 

at stake: Mahmood lost 

the election by a mere 

11 votes.

If those 37 ballots are 

allowed to be counted, 

the �nal tally could make 

Mahmood the winner of 

the mayoral election.

Current mayor-elect 

Adam Alharbi is arguing 

not to have the ballots 

counted because they 

were left unsecured and 

could have been tampe-

red with.

Mahmood counter-ar-

gues that not counting 

the ballots disenfranchi-

ses those voters.

This issue is what Way-

ne County Circuit Court 

Judge Patricia Perez Fre-

sard has to decide on. 

Last Friday, she agreed 

to allow the attorneys 

involved in the case 

another week to �le 

more legal arguments.

The matter is sche-

duled to be heard once 

again today, Friday, Dec. 

19, at about 9 a.m. The 

public can watch the 

court proceedings via a 

Zoom meeting.

The link can be found 

online on the Wayne 

County Circuit Court’s 

webpage, under the jud-

ge’s name.

Even if the judge al-

lows the 37 ballots to 

be counted, at Tuesday’s 

city council meeting, the 

council agreed not to 

accept any election re-

sults that include those 

37 ballots.

Councilmember Khalil 

Refai cautioned against 

that, however, saying 

“Wayne County is big-

ger” – meaning, Ham-

tramck has no authority 

to disregard the election 

results handed down by 

Wayne County.

City Attorney Odey 

Meroueh also said the 

city has to accept Way-

ne County’s election re-

sults.

If it turns out that the 

ballots are counted and 

Mahmood wins, Alharbi 

is challenging his eligibi-

lity to hold of�ce in Ham-

tramck.

Alharbi contends that 

Mahmood is not a resi-

dent of the city, but ins-

tead lives in Troy with 

his family.

He’s basing this on a 

prior internal investiga-

tion, conducted by an 

outside company, which 

reported that Mahmood 

is actually a resident 

of Troy, which also says 

that Councilmember 

Abu Musa actually lives 

in Warren with his family.

Both Mahmood and 

Musa deny the allega-

tions.

Judge Fresard said she 

will also hear the matter 

about Mahmood’s resi-

dency status.

Circuit court judge will once again 
consider election challenge 

By Charles Sercombe

State Republican legis-

lators have a Scrooge-li-

ke Christmas message 

for Hamtramck and other 

communities.

The Republican-majo-

rity members in the state 

Appropriation Committee 

discontinued more than 

$600 million in various 

city and county projects 

throughout the state.

Hamtramck is in that 

list of communities that 

will face a huge �nancial 

hit.

If the cuts pass, it will 

mean the city will lose 

about $5 million in fun-

ding for three projects:

• $2 million for a new 

DPW building 

• $2 million for the par-

king lots/road in Veterans 

Park for the Historical sta-

dium project 

• $800,000 for a new 

�re truck

As of now, it appears 

Hamtramck will be on 

the hook to pay for the 

projects that are already 

underway.

Tom Habitz, the executi-

ve director of the Hamtra-

mck Parks Conservancy, 

said his project, the re-

building of parking lots 

and a road that leads into 

the Hamtramck Stadium, 

is “mostly �nished.”

So what would it mean 

if the money is withheld?

“It would be a matter of 

clawing it back,” Habitz 

said, which at the very 

least would mean a huge 

initial �nancial hit to the 

city’s budget, since this is 

technically a city project.

As for the �re truck, Fire 

Chief Matthew Wyszczels-

ki said the construction 

of the truck is about hal-

fway done. It takes about 

two years to build one.

The $2 million, 

Wyszczelski said, would 

then become the city’s 

responsibility to pay since 

it was the city that enter-

ed into a contract to purc-

hase the truck.

Wyszczelski said he 

has been in touch with 

State Sen. Stephanie 

Chang (D-Detroit), who 

had helped arrange the 

state grant to get the 

truck. The �re chief went 

to Lansing on Tuesday to 

urge the State Appropria-

tions Committee to “res-

tore the budget.”

Interim City Manager 

Alexander Lagrou said 

the funding is crucial for 

Hamtramck “because 

this community relies on 

this funding to get stuff 

done.”

In the meantime, 

Wyszczelski said that, 

if the cuts remain, “it’s 

a big Christmas lump of 

coal for everybody.”

State withdraws

funding for 

new fire truck

By Alan Madlane

There’s a new podcast 

in town, and it’s picking up 

steam.

It’s run by a local man 

named Naji Chowdhury, 

and it’s called “Made In 

Banglatown.”

We wanted to �nd out 

more, and being the 

snoops we are, sent some 

questions his way. He was 

kind enough to respond 

quickly and eloquently.

Here is that exchange:

The Review: Let’s start 

with a little background, 

for the uninitiated. How 

did the “Made in Bang-

latown” podcast come 

about? Has it always 

been your project, and 

yours alone? What is the 

specific purpose and mo-

tivation behind it? How 

long has it been up and 

running?

Naji Chowdhury: “Made 

in Banglatown” started 

from a simple idea -- to 

give a voice to the peop-

le of Hamtramck, and es-

pecially the Bangladeshi 

community that helped 

shape this city. I grew up 

here, and I’ve always been 

surrounded by hard-wor-

king families, small busi-

ness owners, and every-

day people with powerful 

stories that rarely get told.

It’s been my passion pro-

ject from the start, powe-

red by MENACE MEDIA 

(the media and marketing 

company I co-founded) -- 

from the name, the setup, 

to the editing, everything is 

hands-on by me, with help 

from my Menace Media 

team (who all grew up in 

Hamtramck).

The goal was to create 

something real and trans-

parent. A platform that 

bridges culture, commu-

nity, and civic conversa-

tions in a way that feels 

authentic. I launched it 

of�cially about 6 months 

ago, but the idea has been 

growing in me for years.

The Review: Do you 

reach out to potential 

guests, or do they come 

to you, or is it a bit of 

both?

Chowdhury: It’s de�nitely 

A conversation with the host of 
‘Made in Banglatown’

City Councilmember Muhith Mahmood is hoping a Wayne County Circuit Court 

judge will allow 37 uncounted absentee ballots to be included in the final vote 

tally. He lost his bid to become mayor by 11 votes.

Naji Chowdhury (right) is on the set of his podcast cal-

led “Made in Banglatown” that has featured a num-

ber of local elected officials, candidates and others.
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This week at the Library . . . 
Piano Music at the Library:  On 

Friday, December 19, and on Tues-

day, December 23rd, Tina L. aka Sug-

ar Calzone will be playing holiday 

music as well as standard tunes for the 

enjoyment of both, children and 

adults.  Children will have a chance to 

sing along the tunes they know and 

adults will be able to enjoy musical 

selection from 4:00 pm till closing 

time. 

Poor Richard’s Almanac:  On De-

cember 19, 1946 Benjamin Franklin 

first published his almanac containing 

weather predictions, humor, proverbs 

and epigrams, eventually selling near-

ly 10,000 copies per year. 

Jamestown:  On December 20, 1606 

the Virginia Company expedition to 

American began as three small ships, 

the Susan Constant, Godspeed and 

Discovery, departed London under the 

command of Captain Christopher 

Newport.  In May of 1607, the royally 

chartered company established the 

first permanent English settlement in 

American at Jamestown, Virginia. 

Story Time:  These programs con-

ducted by the library staff are sched-

uled for Wednesdays afternoon at 4:00 

pm.  All children are invited. 

Winter:  On December 21st winter 

begins on the Northern hemisphere, 

while it is the first day of summer on 

the southern hemisphere. 

Exercise at the Library:  The RIM 

Foundation was begun exercise clas-

ses again this fall.  On Tuesdays, its 

back to Yoga at 2:30 pm. and on Fri-

days, it is Tai Chi at 10:00 am.  To 

register for the program, stop by the 

library circulation desk. 

Federal Reserve:  On December 23, 

1913, the U.S. Congress passed the 

Federal Reserve Act establishing the 

system to serve as the nation’s central 

bank.  Chief responsibilities include 

execution of monetary policy, influ-

encing the lending and investing activ-

ities of commercial banks, and over-

seeing the cost and availability of 

money and credit. 

Preservation of Jazz:  Continuing 

into the autumn and winter season, the 

Jazz Masterclass program will take 

place on Thursday evenings from 5 to 

7 pm.  Participants will cultivate a 

deeper understanding of this elegant 

artform through guided discussions, 

curated listening experiences, docu-

mentary screenings, and more.  Head-

ing this class will be Sky Covington, 

founder of The Preservation of Jazz.   

For more information about the pro-

gram, please call Sky Covington (248) 

383-3385.. 

Transistor:  It was invested on De-

cember 21, 1947 at Bell Laboratories 

by John Bardeen, Walter Brattain and 

William Shockley, who shared the 

Nobel Prize for their inventions which 

sparked a worldwide revolution in 

electronics. 

ESL Classes:  These classes are held 

Monday to Thursday at 9 am and 12 

noon.  To participate, you must regis-

ter with the Horizon School. 

 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 

Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 
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It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 102 Years of 

Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 

Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday December 21, Holy Mass 

9:00 am Fourth Sunday in Advent

Dec 22 – Feast of Thomas, Apostle 

Holy Mass 9 am

Dec 24 – Vigil of the Nativity of our Lord

Holy Mass 9 am

Dec 25 – Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord 

Shepherd’s Mass (Pasterka) 12 Midnight

Holy Mass 9 am

Dec 26 – Feast of St. Stephen Proto-Martyr 

(Msza Sw. w j. polskim)

Holy Mass (in Polish) 7 pm

Dec 27 – Feast of St. John, Apostle & Evangelist – 

Blessing of Wine Holy Mass 10 am

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for 

the coming New Year - 
health, happiness and prosperity.

Christmas Season 2025

3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212

313-891-1520

Our Lady Queen 

of Apostles, 

A Century of Faith 

and Community
• 184 pages of 

Parish history

• Photographs and 

memories

• $35 (plus $5 S&H)

Email or call the 

Parish at 

313-891-1520 for more 

info on how to purchase 

the book.

Wednesday, December 24 ............... Christmas Eve Vigil
 Family Mass ......................................................................4pm (English)

 Solemn Midnight Mass...........................................................12:00 am 

 Celebrated in English and Polish

 Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols at 11:30 pm

Thursday, December 25 ...........................Christmas Day
 Mass in Polish and English ....................................................... 9:30am

Friday, December 26

Poland 2nd Day of Christmas, St. Stephen's Day
 Mass in English and Polish .....................................................10:00am

Wednesday, December 31 ......................New Year's Eve
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  .................................... 3:30pm

 Holy Mass in English and Polish  ............................................. 4:30pm

Thursday, January 1 .............................. New Year's Day
 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God ........9:30am (English and Polish) 

WESOLYCH SWIAT! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

OUR 103rd ANNIVERSARY
2311 Pulaski Street,

Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-0218

No sing-a-along before midnight mass

www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor

Wednesday, Dec. 24th Christmas Eve – Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord

 9:00 am Holy Mass

Thursday, Dec. 25th Christmas Day - Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord

 11:45 Group Carol Singing  

 12 Midnight Shepherds’ Mass (Pasterka)

 9:00 am Holy Mass

Friday, Dec. 26th	 	Feast	of	St.	Stephen,	Proto-Martyr	(Msza	Św.	w	j.	polskim)
 7:00 pm Holy Mass

Saturday, Dec. 27th   Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist  

 10:00 am Holy Mass (Blessing of Wine)

Sunday, Dec. 28th   Solemnity of Humble Shepherds

  9:00 am Holy Mass

Thursday, Jan. 1  Solemnity of Circumsision of Our Lord

  10:00 am Holy Mass

PLACE YOUR
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chrušciki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee Cakes, Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), 
Assorted Babkas and Honey Babkas, Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas 

Cookies, Jajecznica (Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg Bread 
with Raisins), Mazurka (Rasperry & Pineapple)

NORMAL HOURS: Closed Monday, Dec. 1 OPEN starting Tuesday, Dec. 2 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 3 8am-5pm, 

Thursday, Dec. 4 8am-5pm, Friday, Dec. 5 8am-5pm, Saturday, Dec. 6 8am-4pm, Sunday, Dec. 7 Closed, Monday, Dec. 8 

Closed, Open Tuesday, Dec. 9 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 10 8am-5pm, Thursday, Dec. 11 8am-5pm, Friday, Dec. 12 8am-5pm, 

Saturday, Dec. 13 8am-4pm. HOLIDAY HOURS: Open Starting Sunday, Dec. 14 10am-4pm, Monday, Dec. 15 8am-5pm, 

Tuesday, Dec. 16 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 17 8am-5pm,  Thursday, Dec. 18 8am-5pm, Friday, Dec. 19 8am-5pm, 

Saturday Dec. 20 8am-4pm, Sunday, Dec. 21 10am-4pm, Monday, Dec. 22 8am-5pm, Tuesday, Dec. 23 8am-5pm, Christmas Eve 

8am-1pm, Closed Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 26 Closed, Saturday, Dec. 27 Closed, Sunday, Dec. 28 Closed, Monday, Dec. 29 

Closed, Open Tuesday, Dec. 30 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 31 8am-1pm, Jan. 1 Closed, Jan. 2, 3 Reopen Normal Hours

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com
Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, 

Cookies, Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Merry 
Christmas & 
Happy New 

Year

That’s not the way that 

Matt Hall, Republican 

Speaker of the Michi-

gan House of Represen-

tatives, representing 

the 42nd District (Kala-

mazoo/Allegan counties), 

views the cuts.

He defends ending the 

funding, saying it’s about 

eliminating “Democrat 

pork, waste, fraud and 

abuse.”

At Tuesday’s city council 

meeting, Mayor Amer 

Ghalib said that he had 

talked with Hall, who de-

nied making some of the 

cuts.

“I’m not sure how accu-

rate some of this informa-

tion is,” Ghalib said.

However, in the au-

dience was former state 

Rep. Abraham Aiyash.

Aiyash, a Democrat and 

former resident of Ham-

tramck, said he worked 

with State Rep. Hall, and 

had harsh words about 

him.

“If Matt Hall tells you 

he can bring back that 

money for Hamtramck, I 

will tell you he is a liar,” 

Aiyash said.

He continued, saying 

Hall “is not a person you 

should trust, or anyone in 

this city should trust. He’s 

one of the worst people I 

had the displeasure of 

serving with.”

Here are some of the 

other programs and pro-

jects on the chopping 

block:

• a cancer treatment 

facility

• ladder �re trucks for 

Livonia, Troy, Scio Towns-

hip, Northville Township

• police equipment, 

necessary new �re�gh-

ter radios, and replacing 

an aging ambulance for 

Utica

• a public safety trai-

ning facility for Eaton 

County

• storm cleanup   reco-

very for Grand Ledge

• a police command 

vehicle for Sterling Heig-

hts

• A new �re station for 

Westland and Oshtemo 

Charter Township

• A new �re station and 

�re service equipment for 

Kalamazoo Twp

• many after-school tu-

toring programs aimed 

at improving literacy and 

math outcomes

• a new inpatient wing 

at Eaton Rapids Medical 

Center

• a temporary physician 

and registered nurses at 

Aspirus Ironwood Hospi-

tal in the U.P.

• various road and brid-

ge projects

• a food pantry expan-

sion, and program reno-

vations

State withdraws funding for new fire truck
Continued from front page
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Coming up… At press are very excited for Ham- renters.
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When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.
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Review: Opinion Page

Feds are threatening
to withhold food benefits 

In Our Opinion

Continued on page 6

Place an 

Ad in 

The Review 

Today

Call 

(313) 874-2100

Here we go again.

Those who rely on 

SNAP (Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance 

Program) bene�ts are 

facing another threat of 

having the program end.

Why?

President Trump’s ad-

ministration is deman-

ding the personal infor-

mation of those who 

collect SNAP – especial-

ly their immigration and 

citizenship status.

The administration 

says it is doing this to 

root out waste and fraud 

– but it’s hard to believe 

it’s not about deporting 

immigrants.

Fortunately, so far, 

Michigan Gov. Gretchen 

Whitmer is refusing to 

hand over personal in-

formation to the admi-

nistration. But it could 

come at a steep cost: 

The Trump administra-

tion says it will suspend 

SNAP bene�ts to those 

states that refuse his 

demand for the informa-

tion.

Just a few weeks ago, 

SNAP bene�ciaries were 

faced with the program 

ending because of the 

government shutdown. 

Fortunately, that was 

averted.

For now, the state 

says it will continue to 

fund SNAP, but how long 

can the state afford to 

do that?

What is infuriating is 

that this presidential 

administration has zero 

concern about playing 

with the lives of people 

just to score political 

points.

Hamtramck Mayor 

Amer Ghalib is a suppor-

ter of Trump and, from 

what he says, he is in 

line for a job with the 

administration – ap-

parently as a reward for 

convincing a number of 

Muslims and Arabs in 

the metro area to get on 

the Trump bandwagon.

We urge the mayor 

to use this connection 

with the White House to 

convince Trump to allow 

Hamtramckans to conti-

nue receiving SNAP be-

ne�ts.

In the meantime, the-

re are organizations 

that have stepped in 

providing free food to 

the public, such as For-

gotten Harvest, and our 

very own Detroit Friends-

hip House.

This holiday seas-

on – the “season of gi-

ving” – keep an eye on 

your neighbors, and, if 

it seems like they are 

suffering a food crisis, 

please donate what you 

can. Or, at least, contact 

the proper authorities.

As so often seems to 

be the case, Hamtramck 

has to rely on Hamtra-

mck to get by.

Notice of Public Hearing 

City of Hamtramck – City Council 

The City of Hamtramck City Council will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, January 27, 2026, at 7:00pm. The meeting will be 
held at Hamtramck City Hall, 3401 Evaline St, Hamtramck, Michigan 48212. The public is invited to attend and comment at the 
public hearing or to make written comments before the date of the hearing. Written comments should be made to the attention 
of Omar Thabet at othabet@hamtramckcity.gov before 12:00 p.m. on January 27, 2025.  

The subject of the public hearing is: New additions to the Accessory Buildings ordinances. The proposed ordinance changes 
would allow for shipping containers on Multi-Use and Industrial District parcels and large sheds (exceeding 80 square feet) on 
Residential, Multi-Use, and Central Business District parcels (subject to accessory building ordinance § 155.111), with the 
purpose of the added accessory buildings being used for pure, dry storage, free of any active commercial use, power, plumbing, 
heat, and cooling. 

This second reading and public hearing is contingent upon City’ Council’s approval of the 1st reading on January 13, 2026. 

Please note: This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA 41.71 a (2) (3) 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The City of Hamtramck will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the Meeting to 
Individuals with disabilities at the Meeting or Public Hearing upon 10 day notice to the City Clerk’s Office. Individuals with 
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Hamtramck City Clerk by writing or calling the Clerk’s Office at 
313-800-5233 x 821. 

 

Missing … As many 

in town have heard by 

now from the family and 

friends of Linda Ward, a 

resident, she has been 

missing for about a week.

A number of media out-

lets have already repor-

ted this, and the Hamtra-

mck Police Department 

has issued a press rele-

ase.

Ward is described as 

a white female, age 44, 

and was last seen at 

Whiskey in the Jar on 

Dec. 14. She left there 

at about 9 p.m.

It is believed she was 

last seen in her white 

2019 Ford Escape (with 

the Michigan license pla-

te: EQG0213), accom-

panied by her two Husky 

dogs.

Anyone who knows of 

her whereabouts is as-

ked to call the Hamtra-

mck Police Department 

at (313) 800-5280, or 

Detective/Sgt. Gonzales 

at (313) 800-5272.

 

Murder update … The 

two men (Joshua Zuazo 

and Carlos Hernandez )

convicted of killing long-

time Hamtramck jewelry 

business owner 72-ye-

ar-old Hussein Murray 

were each sentenced to 

life with no chance of pa-

role.

The incident happened 

a year ago.

Murray was killed in a 

botched robbery attempt 

in his Rochester Hills 

home.

The two men posed as 

DTE workers, claiming 

they needed to check for 

gas leaks.

Many in Hamtramck 

said Murray was known 

for his “heart of gold,” 

and he was affectiona-

tely known by his nickna-

me, Sam.

Deport? … In reaction 

to the recent mass shoo-

ting at a Hanukkah ce-

lebration in Australia last 

weekend, two Republican 

Congressmen are calling 

for the mass deportation 

of all Muslims – legal and 

illegal -- in this country.

Yes, you read that 

correctly. The two Cong-

ressmen are Rep. Randy 

Fine (R-Florida) and Sen. 

Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala-

bama).

On the social media 

platform X, Tuberville 

wrote: “Islam is not a 

religion. It’s a cult. Isla-

mists aren’t here to as-

similate. They’re here to 

conquer.… We’ve got to 

SEND THEM HOME NOW 

or we’ll become the Uni-

ted Caliphate of Ame-

rica.”

We bring this to light 

because a number of 

Muslims in Hamtramck 

jumped onto the Re-

publican bandwagon in 

2024, and voted for Pre-

sident Trump.

That voting bloc inclu-

ded Hamtramck Mayor 

Amer Ghalib, who is now 

expecting to go to work 

within the Trump admi-

nistration.

Somebody try to squa-

re that circle for us.

As for Trump, you may 

remember him imple-

menting a travel ban in 

2017 that included Ye-

men – which is where a 

number of our Muslim 

residents are from, inclu-

ding Ghalib.

That travel ban has 

been re-instated, and 

those from Yemen and 

other countries may soon 

have to go through a re-

view of their immigrant 

status legality.

Trump has also recent-

ly lashed out at other 

Muslim immigrants, 

most recently those from 

Somalia, whom he called 

“garbage” people.

There is a phrase that’s 

well-known about people 

who vote against their 

own best interests, and 

it goes by the acronym 

FAFO. We’ll let you do a 

quick internet search on 

what that means.

History feast …  The 

Hamtramck Historical 

Museum will be hosting 

their next Hungry for His-

tory program on Thurs-

day, Jan. 8, beginning at 

6 p.m.

The “Hungry” part will 

be satis�ed by way of a 

Polish meal, which will 

kick things off at 6 p.m.

The “History” talk will 

follow at 7 p.m., and has 

the not-short title “Love, 

Romance, Status, and 

Domestic Power: Polish 

Women – the Countrysi-

de to the City.”

It will be given by Way-

ne State University Pro-

fessor Emeritus John Bu-

kowczyk.

You can see, hear and, 

well, eat it all for the 

low-low price of a mere 

$25, or you can choose 

to simply attend the 

talk portion (without the 

meal) for $5.

As with all the other 

“Hungry for History” 

events, this one will be 

held right at the mu-

seum, 9525 Jos. Cam-

pau at Norwalk.

For tickets, go to face-

book.com/hamtramck-

historicalcommission. 

You can also check out 

their website, Hamtramc-

khistory.com.

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck has once 

again come to the atten-

tion of some veteran Det-

roit journalists in a recent 

podcast of “Deadline Det-

roit.”

This time around, the 

discussion centered on 

City Clerk Rana Faraj and 

her lawsuit against the 

mayor, city council and in-

terim city manager.

Faraj was placed on 

paid suspension after 37 

absentee ballots were 

found in her of�ce, after 

election day, that were 

not part of the vote count.

In her lawsuit, Faraj 

charges city of�cials with 

putting her on paid sus-

pension in retaliation for 

the election fraud she 

uncovered among some 

elected of�cials and their 

supporters.

Deadline Detroit 

co-founder and journalist 

Allen Lengel didn’t hold 

back on how he views the 

goings-on of the city.

“It’s just part of the 

craziness of Hamtramck,” 

Lengel said. “They’ve had 

previous administrations 

that have been sort of 

scandalous, but this ad-

ministration is just get-

ting so crazy. … This city 

is such a mess.”

Hmmmm … Does he 

think the town is a little 

off?

Lengel next segued 

into Mayor Amer Ghalib’s 

chances of being con�r-

med by the U.S. Senate 

as ambassador to Kuwait.

“I’ll be surprised if he 

gets the con�rmation,” 

Lengel said.

He was basing this on 

Deadline Detroit: ‘This city 
is such a mess’
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Service Directory

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

(313) 365-8630

7
/6

/2
5

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Get Attention!

Place an Ad in 

The Review 

Business 

Directory
Call Dave 

(313) 874-2100

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

Cont. from front page

Quick Hits

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online

Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

Place an 

Ad in 

The Review 

Today
Call 

(313) 874-2100

Detroit, Mound & Davison, 

large 2 BR, quiet street, 

prefer no children or pets, 

possible handyman to 

work for rent, $700/mo., 

call Mike, 313-516-5178. 

12/26

Detroit, 3 BR, remode-

led kitchen + bathroom, 

hardwood �oors, 2 ½ 

car garage, quiet street. 

$35,000 or $800/mo. for 

short-term lease, handy-

man preferred, call Mike, 

313-516-5178. 12/26

Deadline for 
classifieds for 
next week is 
Thursday at 

Noon

Call 

(313) 874-2100 

to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their 
ad following �rst publication. The 
newspaper shall not be liable for 
failure to publish an ad, for a ty-
pographic error or errors in publi-
cation except to the extent of the 
cost of the ad for the �rst day’s 
insertion. Adjustments for errors 
is limited to the cost of that por-
tion of the ad wherein the error 
occurred. We reserve the right to 
classify, revise or reject any classi-
�ed advertisement.

APARTMENTS AND

FLATS FOR RENT

SUPPORT LOCAL 

BUSINESS

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

 

 
 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area 

and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Library Channel) 

What’s on this coming week? 
Final City Council meeting of the year 2025, 

Holiday music on Fridays in December at the library 
Interview with Mayor about past 4 years and the future 

Detroit Hamtramck Coalition Press Conference 
Veteran’s Day Ceremonies at Hamtramck VFW Post 6 

Congressman Thanedar addresses City Council 
and more 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 

take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 
Hamtramck Public Library; Videos, or Live 

 

To place community announcement 

call the Library at 313-733-6822 

Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 

Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

To upload video files go to (bit.ly/hamtramcktv) 

December 19, 2025 

HOUSE FOR 

RENT OR SALE

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log 

covers Dec. 9-15.

Tuesday, Dec. 9

• At 3:30 a.m., a comp-

laint was made about noi-

se in the 9300 block of 

Mitchell.

• Family trouble was re-

ported on Conant.

• A business on Caniff 

reported trouble with a 

customer.

• A dog was reported 

running loose on Charest.

• An assault was repor-

ted in the 9500 block of 

McDougall.

• A disturbance was re-

ported in the 2900 block 

of Berres.

• A package was repor-

ted stolen from a porch in 

the 2600 block of Zinow.

Wednesday, Dec. 10

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile on 

McDougall.

• A sexual assault was 

reported on Belmont.

• A stolen vehicle was 

recovered in the area of 

Caniff and Conant.

• A theft was reported 

in the 12000 block of 

Dequindre.

• A domestic dispute 

was reported in the 2200 

block of Wyandotte.

Thursday, Dec. 11

• A complaint was 

made about an animal in 

the 2000 block of Caniff.

• A theft was reported 

on Dequindre.

• A trespassing comp-

laint was made on Co-

nant.

• A vehicle was stolen 

on Belmont.

• A suspicious person 

was reported in the 2000 

block of Yemans.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 3900 

block of Caniff.

• A theft was reported 

in the 3200 block of Leh-

man.

• Family trouble was re-

ported in the 2300 block 

of Danforth.

• A hit-and-run acci-

dent was reported in the 

11300 block of Conant.

Friday, Dec. 12

• A business in the 

9100 block of Jos. Cam-

pau reported trouble with 

a customer.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 9200 

block of Conant.

• Property was reported 

damaged from an acci-

dent in the 2600 block of 

Caniff.

Saturday, Dec. 13

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 9800 

block of Conant.

• Property damage cau-

sed by an accident was 

reported the 9100 block 

of Jos. Campau.

• A suspect was arres-

ted in the 9200 block of 

Jos. Campau for assault.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 2400 

block of Danforth.

• A person in the 5000 

block of Trowbridge repor-

ted being harassed.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 3100 

block of Holbrook.

Sunday, Dec. 14

• A burglary was repor-

ted in the 12000 block of 

Charest.

• Family trouble was re-

ported in the 2300 block 

of Hewitt. Family trouble 

was also reported in the 

11400 block of Dequind-

re.

• A vehicle was stolen 

in the 3300 block of 

Norwalk.

• A theft was repor-

ted in the 2000 block of 

Edwin.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported on Holmes.

• A person was repor-

ted missing in the 11600 

block of Gallagher.

• A business in the 

9600 block of Jos. Cam-

pau reported an incident 

of fraud.

Monday, Dec. 15

• Family trouble was 

reported at Lumpkin and 

Trowbridge.

• A theft from a vehicle 

was reported in the 2600 

block of Holmes.

• A break-in was repor-

ted on Selfridge.

• A theft was reported 

in the 12000 block of 

Dequindre.

• Family trouble was re-

ported in the 2400 block 

of Pulaski.

• A theft was reported 

in the 9300 block of Jos. 

Campau.

• A sexual assault was 

reported in the 2400 

block of Danforth.

Altaheri allowed to re-
sign, and Adamczyk �red.

Even before his �ring, 
and while he was on paid 
suspension, Garbarino 
�led a lawsuit against 
the city, accusing the city 
council of violating the 
Michigan Whistleblower’s 
Act.

His lawsuit also alle-
ges that:

• Councilmember Has-
san “stormed” into Gar-
barino’s of�ce and de-
manded he �re City Clerk 
Rana Faraj, after she 
reported that a surveil-
lance camera at city hall 
captured him dropping 
off a bundle of absentee 
ballots.

• The mayor and city 
council held a closed 
meeting (in violation of 
the state’s Open Mee-
tings Act) to discuss sus-
pending Garbarino.

• Garbarino, who is 
white and non-Muslim, 
“raised concerns” that 
the mayor and council 
were acting with an eth-
nic bias to suspend him. 
The mayor and council 
are all Muslim.

The lawsuit is ongoing.
In the meantime, the 

city has appointed Alex 
Lagrou as interim city 
manager.



Friday, December 19, 2025                                                 Hamtramck Review                                      Phone (313) 874-2100                                                          5 

FOR MENTAL HEALTH & SUBSTANCE USE   FOR MENTAL HEALTH & SUBSTANCE USE   

CARE THAT COMES TO YOUCARE THAT COMES TO YOU

(844) IN CRISIS(844) IN CRISISCALLCALL

MOBILE CRISIS SERVICES MOBILE CRISIS SERVICES 

WWW.DWIHN.ORG

24/7           36524/7           365

 @DetroitWayneIHN

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!

“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 

Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-
radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE

WE SHIP

NATIONWIDE!

Merry 
Christmas
Wesolych
Swiat

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake

• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies

• Tortes
• Honey or Rum Babka

• Assorted Cookies
• Chrusciki
• Kolackzi

• Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls

• Cheesecakes

NEW LOCATION! 

40211 Mound Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours

www.Srodek.com

9601 Jos Campau St.
Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours
Hamtramck Hours: Mon-�ur: 8am-6pm, 

Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

a bit of both.

In the beginning, I 

reached out to people -- bu-

siness owners, creatives, 

and community leaders 

-- who I felt the city should 

hear from. But now, it’s 

growing to the point whe-

re (potential) guests reach 

out to me. People see 

that the conversations are 

authentic, and that Made 

in Banglatown gives them 

a chance to tell their story 

the right way.

The Review: Give us 

some examples of who 

you’ve had on so far? 

Has there been anything 

revealed on any of your 

shows that might qualify 

as “breaking news” or “re-

velatory,” and if so, what?

Or, if not anything that 

earth-shattering, anything 

that stands out as par-

ticularly interesting to 

you?

Chowdhury: I’ve had 

local entrepreneurs, ar-

tists, and recently, Hamtra-

mck’s mayoral candidates. 

Those interviews de�ni-

tely stirred up community 

conversation -- people 

appreciated that I asked 

real questions about trans-

parency, leadership, and 

accountability.

It might not be “breaking 

news,” but what stood out 

to me was how open peo-

ple became when they 

realized I wasn’t trying to 

attack them. I just wan-

ted honest answers -- and 

that’s when you really start 

getting stories that matter.

Check out my social me-

dia for viral clips!

The Review: Have you 

had any guests on your 

show that proved “chal-

lenging” for any reason? 

If yes, how did you handle 

the situation(s)?

Chowdhury: No, not a 

single guest has been 

challenging for me. I ge-

nuinely enjoy having or-

ganic conversations, and 

I’m always curious to learn 

about people. That energy 

makes it easy to connect.

The only real dif�culty 

I’ve faced has been sche-

duling the interviews. 

Everyone’s busy, including 

me, so getting all the logis-

tics right can sometimes 

be the toughest part.

The Review: Are you 

hoping to attract any ad-

vertisers, or will you avoid 

having advertising to try 

to keep up a perception of 

non-bias or influence?

Chowdhury: Right now, 

I’m focused on building 

credibility over monetiza-

tion. The trust of the com-

munity means more than 

any sponsorship. I’d rather 

grow slower and stay 

authentic than rush and 

lose people’s faith.

That said, I’d be open to 

partnering with local busi-

nesses or organizations 

that truly serve the com-

munity. If it aligns with the 

mission of Made in Bang-

latown -- empowering peo-

ple and promoting local 

growth -- then I’m all for it.

The Review: Where do 

you see the podcast in six 

months, a year, two years 

down the road? Or do you 

have any other plans for 

other podcasts besides, 

or instead?

Chowdhury: In the next 

couple of months, I see 

Made in Banglatown beco-

ming a full-scale media 

platform -- something that 

mixes storytelling, journa-

lism, and education. I want 

to expand into documen-

taries and youth programs 

that teach creative media 

and digital storytelling.

We’ve already earned 

the trust of the commu-

nity -- now it’s about tur-

ning that into opportunity. 

I want Hamtramck to have 

its own voice in the me-

dia landscape, and I think 

Made in Banglatown can 

help make that happen.

I’d love to turn “Made In 

Banglatown” into a non-

pro�t! Whoever can help 

me with that, please reach 

out to me!

The Review: Are there 

any guests you are hoping 

to get on in the near futu-

re? Who, and why?

Chowdhury: There are a 

few people I really want to 

sit down with. One is Ka-

ren Majewski, the former 

mayor of Hamtramck. She 

has a deep understanding 

of the city’s history and 

culture, and I’d love to le-

arn from her perspective 

about how Hamtramck 

has evolved.

Another is Amer Ghalib, 

the current mayor, who 

made history as the city’s 

�rst Arab American mayor. 

His story represents a 

major moment in Hamtra-

mck’s journey, and I think 

that conversation would 

mean a lot for the com-

munity. Both of them rep-

resent different eras and 

energies of the city, and I’d 

love to bring that together 

on the platform.

I’d love to have more sta-

te and regional leaders on 

-- people who can explain 

how decisions made outsi-

de of Hamtramck affect us 

locally. I’m also planning to 

highlight more community 

members who are doing 

meaningful work behind 

the scenes -- the ones who 

don’t always get recogni-

tion.

I think those conversa-

tions build connection, and 

show what’s really possib-

le when people come to-

gether with purpose.

The Review: Please add 

anything else you’d like 

to.

Chowdhury: Made in 

Banglatown isn’t just a 

podcast, it’s a space for 

real people to be heard. 

My goal has always been 

to represent Hamtramck’s 

heart -- its diversity, its stru-

ggles, and its resilience.

I want to thank everyo-

ne who’s supported the 

platform and shown love. 

Whether you’re watching, 

sharing, or even challen-

ging the conversations, it 

all matters. This is our city, 

and I’m just proud to be 

doing my part in telling its 

story.

Please engage with me 

on all my socials, and fol-

low the journey at:

• INSTAGRAM: @Ma-

deInBanglatown313

• FACEBOOK: Made In 

Banglatown

• YOUTUBE: Made In 

Banglatown

• TIK TOK: @MadeIn-

Banglatown313

A conversation with the host of ‘Made in Banglatown’ Continued from front page
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We are here to help! 

www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
313-224-5990

If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting
a Wayne County Probate Court Case because a property is
in the name of a deceased family member, please contact

one of the following community partners for assistance: 

From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer 
Eric R. Sabree 

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726

Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800 

Contact the Wayne County

Probate Court by calling:

313-224-5706

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 12-31-25.
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 12-31-25.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning 

Job, Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

$225

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 

56 Years 

of Service

Heating
Service

Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

$99
Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 

Expires 12-31-25.

f
f

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Hamtramck Public Schools 

 
Project: Hamtramck Public Schools 

Description: Conant Building Remodeling Phase 2 

  

Architect: Ehresman Architects 

 801 W. Big Beaver Rd, Suite 250, Troy MI 48084 

  

Construction Manager: Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 

 303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 

  

Estimator: Nick Vestevich 

 (248) 229-8232 

 nvestevich@frankrewold.com 

 Questions addressed ONLY to Nick Vestevich 
  

Bid Documents: Bid documents including bid forms may be obtained from Frank Rewold and Sons Portal at: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/zirudg7lyszn9kykq9i94/AHXT5lQ5f2HV-

cNCIPk4KGw?rlkey=f0fgoocly2ihrfolyug8wt89s&st=r6g9a4wk&dl=0 

 Bid documents will be available on or after December 8, 2025 

  
Non-Mandatory Prebid Walk-Through: 10:00 a.m., Monday, December 15, 2025 – Meet at the Conant Building, 9300 Conant, Hamtramck, MI. 

Meet at the back parking lot entrance. 

  

         Bid Due Date: 2:00 p.m., Monday, December 22, 2025 
 Bids will only be accepted on forms provided. Proposal forms must be in a sealed envelope, mailed or 

delivered in person prior by 2:00 p.m. EST on the due date to: 

 Attn: Bruce Coltman, Hamtramck Public Schools 

 C/O Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 

 303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 

 

2:00 p.m. Public Bid Opening: 

Monday, December 22, 2025 

Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 

303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 

4th Floor Mezzanine 

 

Labor and Material and Performance Bond: In accordance with Michigan Compiled Laws Section 129.201, successful contractor(s) may have to obtain 

Performance and Payment Bonds for any Bid Category exceeding $50,000. The Performance and Payment 

Bonds shall be in an amount equal to the contract amount. The Performance and Payment Bonds shall 

be for the protection of Hamtramck Public Schools and Frank Rewold and Son Inc. and shall be executed 

by a surety company authorized to do business in the state of Michigan and be listed in Federal Register 

or have an AM Best Rating of B+ or better. All bonds to be dual obligee bonds to Hamtramck Public Schools 

and Frank Rewold and Son Inc. 

  

Prevailing Wage Rates: Not applicable. 

  

Bid Bond: 5% bid security required. Bid bonds are required, however, certified or cashier checks are acceptable for 

bids under $50,000. 

  

Nonexempt: This project is not tax exempt for state sales tax and/or use tax. All materials and supplies incorporated 

and used in construction and becoming a permanent part of this project will not be exempt from state 

sales tax and/or tax 

  

Disclosure Statements: Each bid proposal must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 

relationship that exists between owner or any employee of bidder and any member of board of education 

or superintendent of Hamtramck Public Schools. Each bid proposal must also include a signed Iran 

Economic Sanctions Affidavit. The board of education will not accept a bid proposal that does not include 

this sworn and notarized disclosure statement or the Iran Economic Sanctions.  

 

the critical blowback Gha-

lib faced from both De-

mocrats and Republicans 

during his con�rmation 

hearing.

Nancy Derringer, also 

a veteran journalist, ag-

reed, saying: “He’s (Gha-

lib) going down.”

Lengel even thinks 

Trump gave up on Ghalib, 

and imagined what Trump 

is thinking.

“Trump hasn’t said a 

word, which to me says: 

‘All right I did my thing, 

you’re gone.’”

(Not quite Deadline Det-

roit. Mayor Ghalib said he 

went to Washington D.C. 

on Wednesday to �nalize 

details of his job with the 

administration.)

Ghalib came to the at-

tention of Trump after the 

mayor endorsed Trump 

for president in the 2024 

election. Ghalib says he 

was formerly a Democrat.

Circling back to the 

37 uncounted absentee 

ballots, Derringer sided 

with the argument that 

they should be coun-

ted – something that 

mayoral hopeful Muhith 

Mahmood, who lost the 

mayoral election by 11 

votes, is seeking to have 

done through a lawsuit 

he �led in Wayne County 

Circuit Court.

“They (the ballots) 

could have been really, 

really important, conside-

ring the small margin (of 

victory),”she said.

“It just goes to show 

that all those little nitpic-

ky rules need to be fol-

lowed,” Derringer said.

And when it comes to 

signatures on ballots 

that seem “a little weird,” 

she says, “go ahead and 

approve it. This is impor-

tant stuff.”

Faraj has previously 

said that she suspected 

election fraud on number 

of ballots because the 

handwriting on various 

signatures was all the 

same – which, to her, in-

dicated that someone 

was illegally �lling out vo-

ters’ ballots.

Those ballots were 

counted, but Faraj did 

alert the state Attorney 

General’s Of�ce about 

the matter.

So far, Councilmem-

ber Mohammed Hassan 

is facing felony election 

fraud charges.

Other suspects could 

also face election-related 

charges.

Deadline Detroit: ‘This 
city is such a mess’
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