
By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck is about 

to get a new bus route 

from the SMART (Subur-

ban Mobility Authority 

for Regional Transporta-

tion) service.

And, to give the com-

munity an in-person up-

date and explanation, 

representatives from 

SMART are hosting a 

public meeting next 

Tuesday, Nov. 18 at 

5:30 p.m. at the Ham-

tramck Public Library 

(2360 Caniff).

Representatives from 

SMART say the meeting 

“is to give residents the 

opportunity to share 

their input with SMART, 

and learn about the pro-

posed route at this �nal 

stage of the planning 

process.”

You can take a look 

at the new route online 

at https://www.smar-

ter-mobility.org/mobi-

lity-study

For those who can’t 

make the meeting on 

Tuesday, you can join a 

live webinar online at 

Webinar Registration - 

Zoom this Monday, Nov. 

17 at 6 p.m.

And for those with 

questions, you can call 

the city’s Community 

and Economic Develop-

ment Department at 

(313) 800-5233 (exten-

sion 818).

In other Hamtramck 

news, Wayne County 

recently announced a 

new program for expec-

tant mothers, or those 

who gave birth on or af-

ter Nov. 1.

Here’s the deal: You 

are eligible to receive 

$1,500 during preg-

nancy and a monthly 

$500 throughout the 

baby’s �rst six months.

For more information, 

go online at: https://rx-

kids.org

Once you are veri�ed, 

you will receive a mes-

sage letting you know 

when to expect your 

�rst payment. Payments 

begin at the point of en-

rollment.
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By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck veterans and friends at the 

PLAV Post 6 once again raised a toast to 

all veterans on Veterans Day.

And, once again, it’s noted that Ham-

tramck’s once-populous veterans com-

munity is now a shadow of its former 

self. The number of veterans here has 

dwindled down to a couple of dozen – 

maybe even less.

Veterans Day in Hamtramck was 

once a citywide observation, but as 

the years marched on and the de-

mographics changed, the signi�cance 

of the day is now barely noticed.

Local elected of�cials who once 

clamored to share a microphone to 

honor vets no longer show up at any 

veteran holiday event.

At Post 6, at exactly 11:11 a.m., these 

vets gathered in front of a mural depic-

ting the history of the U.S. military, whe-

re Post 6 Commander Mark Widzinski, 

himself a Vietnam War veteran, talked 

about the signi�cance of the day and the 

contributions veterans have made to this 

country.

“The freedoms that we all enjoy did not 

happen by chance. There is a whole litany 

of freedoms that our military veterans 

have guaranteed for us,” Widzinski said.

He continued: “That list goes something 

like this: it is not the priest or rabbi who 

gave us religious freedom, it is the soldier. 

It is not the politician who gave us freedom 

of speech, it is the soldier. It is not the cam-

pus organizer who gave us the freedom to 

assemble, it is the soldier.”

The oldest veteran there was Raymond DeLoff, 

97, who served in the now-long-ago Korean War of 

the early 1950s.

So, why did our vets hold a ceremony at exactly 

11:11 a.m.? The time re�ects when World War 1 

ended in 1918. Once called the “Great War,” WWI 

came to an end of�cially in the 11th hour of the 

11th day of the 11th month.

A few years later, in 1926, Congress of�cially 

designated Nov. 11 as Armistice Day – the day 

hostilities with Germany ended (but not before 

15-22 million people died).

Years after that, in 1954, Congress changed 

“Armistice Day” to “Veterans Day” in order to 

better honor all veterans.

Flash forward to today: President Trump now 

wants to change the name again, this time 

from “Veterans Day” to “Victory Day for World 

War I,” saying: “We don’t like being politically 

correct.”

Trump is also designating May 8 as “Victory 

Day for World War II.”

Veterans gather to honor 
those who served … 

Thank
You

Veterans

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck’s election 

took yet another twist 

and turn, with the results 

of the mayoral election 

now in question.

And what is develo-

ping has the potential of 

blowing up to be a ma-

jor scandal. Detroit area 

media outlets have been 

digging into what’s happe-

ning here.

Last week, mayoral can-

didate Adam Alharbi, who 

won with a slim lead of 11 

votes over his opponent 

Muhith Mahmood, �led a 

lawsuit in Wayne County 

Circuit Court alleging that 

Mahmood is not quali�ed 

to hold of�ce in the city 

if the county comes out 

with a different outcome.

Alharbi is accusing 

Mahmood of not being a 

resident and actually li-

ving with his wife and fa-

mily in Troy.

At the same time, the 

results of the election 

are in the hands of Way-

ne County, which is going 

over the results and tabu-

lating 150 absentee bal-

lots that had to be “cu-

red” by voters.

The 150 ballots were 

held up because voters 

either forgot to sign their 

ballot’s envelope or the 

signature on the envelo-

pe did not match the sig-

nature on �le.

The voters had a small 

window in which to res-

pond to correct the er-

rors: within three days. 

That deadline is set by 

state law.

It’s not immediately 

known how many of those 

ballots in question were 

forwarded to the county. 

The county has said elec-

tion results will be an-

nounced on Nov. 18

According to sources, 

there is a chance that the 

mayoral election results 

could change from Alhar-

bi being the winner in last 

week's election to Mah-

mood.

The matter has also 

been referred to the 

Secretary of State, which 

oversees elections.

On top of that, City Clerk 

Rana Faraj has been sus-

pended, possibly in con-

nection with 37 ballots 

that were not counted, 

according to sources.

In recent years, Ham-

tramck’s election results 

have repeatedly been put 

into question because of 

allegations of ballot har-

vesting by candidates or 

their supporters.

Councilmember Mo-

hammed Hassan is facing 

Mayoral 
election now 
has potential 
of being a 
major scandal
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This week at the Library . . . 
Winners:  The 107th Anniversary of 

Library Services Breakfast Program 

that was held on November 12th, pro-

duced a number of winners of the door 

prizes provided by the Friends of 

Hamtramck Public Library.  This is a 

list of the prize winners: 

Lynn Perdue won a flat screen TV. 

Md. M. Rahman a jumbo air fryer 

Felicia Johnson won a coffee maker 

Robert Mioczynski a popcorn maker 

The Library Board of Directors would 

like to thank all patrons for participa-

tion and looks forward to future pro-

grams and more winners. 

Story Time:  These programs con-

ducted by the library staff are sched-

uled for Wednesdays afternoon at 4:00 

pm.  All children are invited. 

New York Weekly Journal:  On 

Novebmer 17, 1734, its publisher John 

Peter Zenger was arrested and charged 

with libeling the colonial governor of 

New York.  In his trial, held in August 

of 1735, truth was successfully used 

as a defense against libel, an important 

early step toward freedom of the press 

in America. 

Exercise at the Library:  The RIM 

Foundation was begun exercise clas-

ses again this fall.  On Tuesdays, its 

back to Yoga at 2:30 pm. and on Fri-

days, it is Tai Chi at 10:00 am.  To 

register for the program, stop by the 

library circulation desk. 

U.S. Congress:  On November 17, 

1800, was the first meeting of the 

Congress in the new capital at Wash-

ington D.C.  President John Adams 

than became the first occupant of the 

Executive Mansion, later renamed the 

White House. 

Preservation of Jazz:  Continuing 

into the autumn and winter season, the 

Jazz Masterclass program will take 

place on Thursday evenings from 5 to 

7 pm.  Participants will cultivate a 

deeper understanding of this elegant 

artform through guided discussions, 

curated listening experiences, docu-

mentary screenings, and more.  Head-

ing this class will be Sky Covington, 

founder of The Preservation of Jazz.  

The sessions start on October 16th.  

Class size is limited to 20 individuals.  

Register on Eventbrite.com to secure 

your place.  For more information 

about the program, please call Sky 

Covington (248) 383-3385.. 

First book in English:  On November 

18, 1477 William Caxton printed the 

first book in the English language, 

“The Dictes and Sayengis of the Phy-

losophers”. 

Gerrysburg Address:  On November 

19, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln 

delivered the Gettysburg Address dur-

ing ceremonies dedicating 17 acres of 

the batttlefield as a National cemetery.  

Famed orator Edward Everett of Mas-

sachusetts preceded Lincoln and 

spoke for two hours. 

ESL Classes:  These classes are held 

Monday to Thursday at 9 am and 12 

noon.  To participate, you must regis-

ter with the Horizon School. 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 

Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 
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felony charges of election 

fraud from the 2023 pri-

mary election. 

Councilmember Muh-

tasin Sadman was also 

charged with election 

fraud in that election but 

those charges, for the 

moment at least, were 

dropped because two key 

witnesses failed to appe-

ar at his preliminary exa-

mination.

In the meantime, Al-

harbi is relying on a past 

investigation by the city 

that alleges Mahmood, 

who is �nishing his �rst 

term on council but deci-

ded to run for mayor ins-

tead of another council 

term, does not live in the 

city.

Mahmood has not yet 

been criminally charged 

over his residency status.

The Review reached out 

to Mahmood via email 

and Facebook messenger 

for comment about the 

lawsuit but he has not 

responded.

Alharbi said he decided 

not to challenge Mah-

mood’s quali�cations to 

be on the ballot when he 

�rst �led because “I was 

consistently told that the 

city would disqualify him 

based on the �ndings in 

the of�cial investigation 

report.

“I also assumed the vo-

ters in Hamtramck would 

reject a non-resident with 

a background of voter 

fraud. I did not realize the 

extent to which organized 

absentee ballot harves-

ting could sway the �nal 

election outcome.”

Asked if he had ad-

ditional evidence that 

Mahmood does not live 

in the city, Alharbi said: 

“I have the testimony of 

his neighbors. The house 

Mayoral election now has potential of being a 

major scandal Continued from front page

By Charles Sercombe

This year’s election is 

now fodder for various 

media outlets, and now 

the courts.

Media attention and 

public outrage are not 

going away.

As we reported in this 

issue, there is a possible 

scandal brewing.

But besides all that at-

tention, last week’s elec-

tion once again undersco-

red how voters have 

turned to using absentee 

ballots (AV) instead of vo-

ting in person.

Or maybe it’s more like 

it’s the candidates who 

are dependent on AV bal-

lots, as some suspect -- 

for nefarious reasons. 

Out of the 4,509 bal-

lots cast in last week’s 

mayoral election, only 

1,575 were from voters 

actually voting in person. 

The rest were via absen-

tee ballots.

In the city council elec-

tion, 3,023 AV ballots 

were cast out of a total of 

4,624 ballots.

That trend has been 

increasing in recent ye-

ars, and it has also re-

sulted in accusations of 

ballot harvesting by some 

candidates and their 

supporters.

Mayoral candidate Mu-

hith Mahmood came in 

with the most absentee 

ballots with 1,501. His 

supporters who went to 

the polls numbered at 

497.

At this point, Mahmood 

lost the election by a hair 

-- 11 votes.

But that may change af-

ter Wayne County retabu-

lates the ballots.

Alharbi garnered 1,203 

votes from absentee bal-

lots. Those voting in per-

son for him totalled 806 

people.

The issue of using ab-

sentee ballots has beco-

me a national debate, 

with President Trump see-

king to end voting by this 

method despite his own 

history of voting by ab-

sentee ballot.

Last week’s election 

also saw some vocal �a-

re-ups outside polling 

stations. They seemed 

to focus primarily on an 

independent journalist 

whose prior writings many 

took issue with.

Most of the verbal exc-

hanges were in Arabic, 

but the journalist was 

accused of “fake news” 

– a trademark rebuttal 

President Trump evokes 

when confronting repor-

ters who he deems hos-

tile.

The term “fake news” 

is apparently now in the 

national lexicon for good.

Another, um, interesting 

encounter on election 

day occurred between a 

voter and Councilmember 

Abu Musa, who ended up 

being the top vote-getter 

– as he was in the August 

Primary Election.

The voter recorded his 

encounter with Musa, a 

copy of which The Review 

obtained, about allega-

tions of his ballot harves-

ting. A city hall security 

camera aimed at a ballot 

drop box during the pri-

mary election recorded 

Musa in the passenger 

seat of a car, handing 

over what appeared to be 

bundles of absentee bal-

lots to the driver.

The voter in question 

was direct in asking 

Musa: “You have no sha-

me stuf�ng a ballot box?”

Musa responded: “Do 

you know who you are tal-

king to? You piece of s---.”

Musa also repeatedly 

told the voter to “cover 

your face,” before calling 

him a you-know-what a 

few more times.

It should be noted that 

Musa has not been char-

ged with ballot harvesting 

-- or any other type of elec-

tion fraud, for that matter.

However, it is alleged, in 

a city-sponsored investi-

gation, that Musa actual-

ly lives in Warren with his 

wife and family.

Musa insists he lives 

in Hamtramck, but that 

he does visit his family 

in Warren, and that he is 

not divorced or separated 

from his wife. In the past, 

he has invited the pub-

lic to visit him at 11441 

Mitchell if they had any 

doubts he lived in the city.

Speaking of residency, 

the Monroe County Pro-

secutor’s Of�ce told WXYZ 

Channel 7 news that it 

is expanding its elec-

tion fraud investigations 

from previous years, and, 

according to Channel 7, 

charges are expected to 

�led any day now.

According to sources 

knowledgeable about the 

matter, Monroe County 

is only going after two 

witnesses who failed to 

show up for Councilmem-

ber Muhtasin Sadman’s 

preliminary examination 

where he was charged 

with ballot harvesting.

Monroe County was tap-

ped by Attorney General 

Dana Nessel to take over 

her department’s inves-

tigation in order to avoid 

the appearance of a conf-

lict of interest since she 

is Jewish and those invol-

ved in the election fraud 

allegations are Muslim.

Moving on to mayoral 

candidate Mahmood, 

what he posted on social 

media before the election 

could possibly come back 

to haunt him.

“Together, let us elect 

a leader who embo-

dies the values of expe-

rience, dedication, and 

transparency -- someone 

who has consistently de-

monstrated a commit-

ment to serving the peo-

ple,” he said.

Mahmood is also alle-

ged to actually live out-

side of Hamtramck, in 

this case with his family 

in Troy. He has admitted 

that his wife and children 

live there, while insisting 

that he lives in Hamtra-

mck.

He has not been char-

ged regarding his resi-

dency.

The residency issue 

begs the question about 

what would drive these 

folks to voluntarily live 

apart from their families 

just to serve in elected 

of�ce in little old Hamtra-

mck.

What’s the allure? Cer-

tainly, it can’t be the paltry 

few thousand dollars they 

receive each year as a 

stipend. Or is it the “pres-

tige” or “honor?”

The Review welcomes 

all serious and non-se-

rious replies.

Back to last week’s 

election.

So far, at least as 

things stand now, the city 

has two new councilmem-

bers.

It might be a bit misle-

ading to say that Nayeem 

Choudhury, who came in 

he claims to live in is just 

four houses away from 

my own, and I can per-

sonally con�rm he does 

not reside at that add-

ress. Everyone knows he 

doesn't live there.”

Mahmood has stead-

fastly denied the accu-

sation and says he does 

indeed live in the city as 

a resident.

He does admit he visits 

his wife and family in Troy.

Councilmember Abu 

Musa, who was the top 

vote-getter in Tuesday’s 

election and is also sus-

pected of ballot harves-

ting in the August Primary 

Election, has also been 

accused of actually living 

outside Hamtramck, in 

this case, in Warren with 

his family.

Musa has denied ballot 

harvesting and insists, 

like Mahmood, that he li-

ves in the city but visits 

his family in Warren.

Musa faces no charges 

of election fraud or being 

a non-resident.

Back in May, the council 

considered a resolution to 

declare both Musa’s and 

Mahmood’s positions on 

council “vacant” because 

of accusations that they 

are not residents.

The vote also included 

removing them from the 

August Primary Election 

ballot.

The council, including 

Musa and Mahmood, vo-

ted not to kick them off 

the council, nor the pri-

mary ballot.

Alharbi says his attor-

ney has asked Wayne 

County Circuit Court to 

speed up hearing his 

lawsuit. He said he would 

like to see the election be 

done over.

“It’s only fair to let the 

people decide,” he said.

Alharbi , who was endor-

sed by Mayor Amer Ghalib 

(who did not seek re-elec-

tion, hoping to become 

the U.S. ambassador to 

Kuwait), was the top vo-

te-getter in August’s pri-

mary election, winning 

by about 900 votes over 

second-place �nisher 

Mahmood.

On the campaign trail …

Tidbits of this and that from the election 
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Review: Opinion Page

Sending out an SOS
to state officials to act 

In Our Opinion

Continued on page 5

As it turns out, the 

mess over the election 

results from last Tues-

day is even worse than 

we feared.

We’re not talking here 

about who won or lost, 

but instead about the 

massive suspicion that 

some candidates chea-

ted through ballot har-

vesting.

On top of that, 150 ab-

sentee ballots could not 

immediately be counted 

because voters either 

forgot to sign their bal-

lot before returning it, 

or their supposed signa-

ture didn’t match what 

was on �le.

That’s 150 ballots – 

something in our three-

plus decades of cove-

ring elections here that 

has never occurred. 

And, on top of that, the-

re is now the mysterious 

matter of 37 ballots not 

being initially counted.

It’s now unclear who 

won the mayoral elec-

tion, and it looks like 

the matter won’t be 

resolved until Nov. 18 

when Wayne County 

election of�cials review 

the count.

On top of all this, 

mayor-elect Adam Al-

harbi has �led a lawsuit 

against his opponent, 

Muhith Mahmood, who 

Alharbi says is ineligible 

to serve in the role of 

mayor because he does 

not reside in the city.

This election is in 

shambles, and once 

again calls are coming 

in for outside investiga-

tors to look into the re-

sidency of two elected 

of�cials, Mahmood and 

Councilmember Abu 

Musa, who are suspec-

ted of living in the su-

burbs, and the ongoing 

likelihood of ballot har-

vesting by some candi-

dates and their suppor-

ters.

So far, the state has 

shown little interest in 

preserving the integrity 

of our elections, despi-

te the outcry from resi-

dents.

To the state Attorney 

General’s Of�ce and 

Secretary of State: Con-

sider this an SOS from 

Hamtramck.

Do something.

The people of Ham-

tramck deserve honest 

elections. Is that too 

much to ask?

A message from the 

current mayor-elect … 

Well, it’s actually up in the 

air now as to who is Ham-

tramck’s new mayor.

But, as it stands now, 

by a mere 11 votes, it’s 

Adam Alharbi. And he has 

a special message to the 

Bangladesh community. 

That community is now 

feeling sore that mayoral 

candidate Muhith Mah-

mood didn’t become the 

city’s �rst Bengali-Ame-

rican to serve in that po-

sition.

Here is some of what 

Alharbi had to say, verba-

tim:

“You have been an im-

portant part of my cam-

paign for the past six 

months. Many of you vo-

ted for me, none may, but 

I respect everyone equal-

ly. I went to your mosque, 

attended your function, 

ate your sweets at your 

home and this relations-

hip is very precious to 

me.

“Please don't listen to 

those who want to show 

it as Yemeni versus Ben-

gali. It was never like this, 

never will again. I STAND 

IN ELECTION TO SERVE 

ALL.

“It's about our own city 

that we all love and care 

about. It's time we all say 

together enough against 

corruption and vote fraud. 

… We want everyone to 

believe their votes are 

worth, their voices will be 

heard, not theft.”

Alharbi has �led a 

lawsuit against the city 

and Mahmood, saying 

that Mahmood is not eli-

gible to serve as mayor 

because it is alleged that 

he is not a resident of the 

city.

That has angered some 

in the Bengali community.

On social media, Ab-

dullah Ahmed lashed out 

at Alharbi, saying, “If you 

have any respect for the 

Bangladeshi community, 

you should accept the �-

nal vote count and stop 

pursuing legal action.”

Michelle Wagenaar-Mo-

hamed says she is fed 

up with election shena-

nigans the city has been 

experiencing.

“None of these people 

are here for the best in-

terest of the city. It’s all 

an ethnic competition 

and a popularity contest. 

That’s it. They couldn’t 

care less about the city. 

At this point we might as 

well be taken over by the 

state or absolved (sic) 

into Detroit. I give up. The 

amount of corruption in 

this city is absurd, and 

anyone who tries to do 

their job correctly gets �-

red.”

The �nal election re-

sults are in the hands of 

the Wayne County Board 

of Canvassers who say 

the results will be revea-

led on Nov. 18.

Ice, ice baby … No, 

we’re not talking about 

the federal agency that 

everyone is talking about.

What got our attention 

is how Sweden deals with 

ice on their roads.

And it’s something 

Hamtramck might – or 

should – look into.

Swedish scientists 

have been at the drawing 

board again, coming up 

with something to help 

save wildlife.

In this case, we’re tal-

king speci�cally about 

birds.

Birds, you see, have a 

habit of ingesting road 

salt during the winter 

months when it is used 

to make roads, driveways 

and sidewalks less slip-

pery, not realizing that it 

harms them, sometimes 

to the point of killing 

them.

But the clever Swedes 

have originated a road 

salt that saves birds, and 

other animals, from dead-

ly dehydration. Unfortuna-

tely, it’s not yet available 

in the U.S., according to 

the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency’s (EPA’s) 

latest info.

The salts they are using 

are made from a combi-

nation of beet extract and 

starch from the maize 

plant (think corn starch, 

or very similar). We may 

be seeing some fatter 

birds, but at least they 

won’t be dying in droves 

from dehydration.

We’ll update if we hear 

that anything like this has 

become available to Ham-

tramckans.

No word yet on pricing, 

but one should note that 

regular salt is far more 

than 100 percent chea-

per in Sweden than in the 

U.S., in spite of us having 

plenty of the stuff – even 

right here in Detroit.

That statistic comes 

courtesy of GlobalPro-

ductPrices.com, which 

sets the price of salt in 

Sweden at $1.36 per kg 

(kg = kilogram; about 2.2 

pounds), versus the U.S. 

at an even $3.

That’s enough to make 

someone feel a bit salty.

 

End of an era … Yet 

another longtime publica-

tion has called it quits.

This time it’s not a local 

newspaper, but instead 

the long-trusted Farmer’s 

Almanac, which is calling 

it quits after publishing 

for an incredible 208 ye-

ars.

We always enjoyed rea-

ding the yearly weather 

predictions, which rarely 

appeared to be accurate 

– or so it seemed to us.

But it was something 

to ponder and talk about 

while we were “rotating 

the crops,” or whatever.

According to the inter-

net, the almanac was 

also a somewhat trusted 

source for information 

on “gardening and plan-

ting tips, and articles on 

topics like natural reme-

dies, folklore, and reci-

pes. It included calen-

dars with information on 

full moon dates, sunrise 

and sunset times, and 

daily �shing guides. The 

weather forecasts were 

based on a proprietary 

formula combining fac-

tors like solar science, 

climatology, meteorology, 

and astronomical cycles.”

The Farmers Almanac 

made the prediction of 

their demise on Nov. 5 at 

3:32 p.m., and predicted 

it will go into effect on 

Jan. 1, 2026 at 12:01 

a.m.

Okay, we made that up.

But we are genuinely 

sorry to see it go.

By Charles Sercombe

Former Hamtramck Po-

lice Chief Jamiel Altaheri 

has been insisting that 

news outlets erroneously 

reported that he was �red 

from his job.

In a press release is-

sued by his attorney, Amir 

Makled, he said “such 

action was never taken” 

-- despite the city council 

instructing the then-inter-

im city manager to “termi-

nate” the chief.

Altaheri has made se-

veral demands to The Re-

view to remove an online 

article saying he was “of-

�cially �red.”

“I will take the neces-

sary legal action,” Altahe-

ri said at one point. “This 

is really unprofessional of 

you.”

But, as it turns out, 

the city’s interim city ma-

nager at the time, Syed 

Aamir Ahsan, did send 

Altaheri a certi�ed letter, 

dated Aug. 28, saying: 

“Your employment and 

any employment termina-

te immediately.”

The Review obtained a 

copy of the letter through 

a Freedom of Information 

Act (FOIA) request.

The three-page letter lis-

ted seven “de�ciencies” 

as the reasons for his �-

ring, saying they “warrant 

your employment termi-

nation for cause.”

Altaheri, who was the 

city’s �rst Yemeni-Ame-

rican to be police chief, 

told The Review that he 

did not receive that letter, 

and that “I will assure you 

that this letter was never 

written on that date nor 

was it ever presented to 

me or my attorney.”

Altaheri had previously 

retired from the New York 

City Police Department.

He went on to say that 

“the problem with the city 

is that there are too many 

games and lack of ho-

nesty and integrity.”

The former chief says 

he now wants to “move 

on and share my side.”

As for the reasons the 

city listed for his �ring, Al-

taheri said, “I was never 

able to respond to these 

claims.” However, he did 

tell The Review the inter-

nal investigation was a 

“hoax.”

Altaheri’s downfall star-

ted when former City 

Manager Max Garbarino 

became aware of some 

accusations of wron-

gdoing. Garbarino even-

tually put Altaheri on paid 

suspension, which led to 

the mayor and city council 

stepping in.

The city council deci-

ded to place Garbarino 

on paid leave, and then 

hired the legal �rm Miller 

Johnson to conduct an in-

dependent investigation 

into Altaheri, as well as 

into Garbarino and police 

of�cer David Adamczyk.

Adamczyk was involved 

in an investigation into 

Altaheri, but the Miller 

Johnson investigation al-

leged he also committed 

wrongdoing and violated 

department policy.

All three were in fact 

subsequently �red for 

alleged wrongdoings, ba-

sed on the �ndings of the 

Miller Johnson investiga-

tion.

Adamczyk and Gar-

barino followed up with 

lawsuits against the city, 

mayor and city council, 

and have denied any 

wrongdoing.

The results of the inves-

tigation were released by 

the city, who accused Al-

taheri of:

• Driving a city-issued 

vehicle after consuming 

alcohol.

• Reducing another of-

�cer’s discipline for over-

time fraud in exchange 

for the destruction of evi-

dence of his own alleged 

reckless driving.

• Handing a loaded gun 

to a civilian and instruc-

ting her to put it to so-

meone’s head.

• Pressuring of�cers to 

help in a custody dispute.

• Destroying evidence 

by having his city-issued 

phone wiped clean, and 

obstructing the internal 

Police chief says he never 
got city’s letter firing him

Resident Tree Planting 
Request Form

ƿবেড় উঠুক হÇামÓািমক

Tree requests will be reviewed by the City’s contracted arborist for 
the Grow Hamtramck initiative, and you will receive a response 

within 3 business days. The City’s goal is to plant the 1,000 trees 
funded by Grow Hamtramck in as many viable requested locations 

as possible over the next four years.

Grow Hamtramck is
a grant initiative to
plant 1,000 trees in

the City over the
next 4 years!

OR EMAIL
treerequests@

hamtramckcity.gov
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Service Directory

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

(313) 365-8630

7
/6

/2
5

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Get Attention!

Place an Ad in 

The Review 

Business 

Directory
Call Dave 

(313) 874-2100

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online

Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

School BellSchool Bell

Place an 

Ad in 

The Review 

Today
Call 

(313) 874-2100

Upper �at for rent, 2 BR, 

1 bath, full kitchen, open 

living room, dining room, 

no pets, $1200/mo., mo-

ve-in �rst month rent and 

one month security, 586-

709-1838. 11/21

2 bedrooms, 1 full bath, 

$1,000/mo., no pets, 

non-smoking, water, forced 

air heat. Preferred working 

person or single couple, 

313-415-0108. 11/14

Hamtramck, lower �oor, 3 

BR house for rent close to 

school and library, $1000/

mo. Upper room for rent, 

$400/mo., deposit $400, 

includes utilities, move 

in ready, 248-854-0091. 

11/21

2018 Dodge Ram 2500 

club cab four-door turbo 

diesel. Good work pickup 

truck, $20,000 or best of-

fer, 313-779-5414. 11/14

Deadline for 
classifieds for 
next week is 
Thursday at 

Noon

Call 

(313) 874-2100 

to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their ad 
following �rst publication. The news-
paper shall not be liable for failure to 
publish an ad, for a typographic error 
or errors in publication except to the 
extent of the cost of the ad for the 
�rst day’s insertion. Adjustments for 
errors is limited to the cost of that 
portion of the ad wherein the error 
occurred. We reserve the right to 
classify, revise or reject any classi�ed 
advertisement.

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log 

covers Nov. 4-10.

Tuesday, Nov. 4

• A suspicious circums-

tance was reported in the 

11400 block of Charest.

• A complaint was made 

about a juvenile in the 

1900 block of Belmont.

• A complaint was made 

about a disorderly group 

of people in the 2600 

block of Holbrook.

• A theft from a vehicle 

was reported in the 3300 

block of Holbrook.

• Gunshots were �red 

in the 5000 block of Ye-

mans.

• Suspicious persons 

were reported in the area 

of Brombach and Trowbrid-

ge.

• A dispute was repor-

ted in the 3800 block of 

Yemans.

Wednesday, Nov. 5

• A missing person 

was reported in the 3300 

block of Doremus.

• A complaint was made 

about �reworks in the 

11400 block of Jos. Cam-

pau.

• Property damage was 

reported on Dequindre.

• A complaint was made 

about an animal in the 

2300 block of Poland.

• A business in the 

9500 block of Conant re-

ported trouble with a cus-

tomer.

Thursday, Nov. 6

• Family trouble was re-

ported in the 12000 block 

of Grand Haven.

• A business in the 

10300 block of Conant 

reported trouble with a 

customer.

• A reckless driver was 

reported in the 3300 

block of Holbrook.

Friday, Nov. 7

• A business in the area 

of Conant and Caniff re-

ported trouble with a cus-

tomer.

• A complaint was made 

about an animal in the 

5000 block of Yemans. 

A complaint about an ani-

mal was also made in the 

area of Dequindre and 

Norwalk.

• Family trouble was re-

ported in the 12000 block 

of Dyar.

Saturday, Nov. 8

• An assault was repor-

ted in the 12100 block of 

Dequindre.

• A �ght was reported 

in the 9400 block of Jos. 

Campau.

• A complaint was made 

about a weapon in the 

9400 block of Jos. Cam-

pau.

• A missing person 

was reported in the 3300 

block of Comstock.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 12000 

block of Grand Haven.

• A vehicle was stolen in 

the 3100 block of Roose-

velt.

• Littering violations 

were reported in the 2600 

block of Casmere.

• A stolen vehicle was 

recovered in the 2900 

block of Holbrook.

• A business in the 

9000 block of Jos. Cam-

pau reported trouble with 

a customer.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the 2100 

block of Belmont.

• A trespassing comp-

laint was made in the 

11600 block of Jos. Cam-

pau.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 2300 

block of Caniff.

Sunday, Nov. 9

• At about 5 a.m., a sus-

pect was arrested in the 

5100 block of Yemans for 

domestic assault.

• A possible �ght was 

reported on Grand Haven.

• A hit-and-run accident 

was reported in the area 

of Buffalo and Yemans.

Monday, Nov. 10

• A business on Conant 

reported trouble with a 

customer.

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile on 

Norwalk.

• A suspicious person 

was reported in the area 

of Evaline and Jos. Cam-

pau.

• Gunshots were repor-

ted at Evaline and Ellery.

APARTMENTS AND

FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

 
 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area 

and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Library Channel) 

What’s on this coming week? 

Veteran’s Day Ceremonies at Hamtramck VFW Post 6 

Congressman Thanedar addresses City Council 

Senate Hearings with Mayor Amer Ghalib 

Preservation of Jazz Lecture by Sky Covington 

Interview with New Interim City Manager, Alex Lagrou 

October 28, 2025 Council Meeting 

and more 

 

 

 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 

take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 
Hamtramck Public Library; Videos, or Live 

 

To place community announcement 

call the Library at 313-733-6822 

Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 

Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

To upload video files go to (bit.ly/hamtramcktv) 

November 14, 2025 

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

TRUCK 

FOR SALE

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS

Parent Night
Kosciuszko Middle Sc-

hool is hosting a free 

“Parent Health Night” 

on Monday Nov. 17 from 

3:30-5 p.m.

The Hamtramck Drug 

Free Community Coali-

tion and Piast Institute 

are partnering with Ham-

tramck Public Schools 

to also host this event. 

This is an opportunity for 

parents and community 

members to learn about 

a variety of local health 

resources.

SATURDAY, Nov. 22, 3:30-5:30 p.m. – Drive-Th-

ru Take-out Polish Dinner at Holy Cross P.N.C. 

Church, 2311 Pulaski Street at Fleming. $15 

Adult/$8 Child 12 & under. Menu: Pork Chop, 

Kielbasa, Pierogi/sour cream, Sauerkraut, 

Mashed Potatoes/gravy, Dessert. Cars will 

be staged in parking lot for delivery in front of 

church.

Coming Events
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Place an 
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The Review 
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(313) 874-2100

INVITES YOU TO THE INVITES YOU TO THE 

9TH ANNUAL

VETERANS RESOURCE FAIR

For more information or to register, email WCTOCommunity@WayneCountymi.govFor more information or to register, email WCTOCommunity@WayneCountymi.gov

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER ERIC R. SABREE

NOVEMBER 20, 2025 | 10AM - 2PM
WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

8200 W. OUTER DRIVE, DETROIT, MI 48219

Hosted by:
ERIC R. SABREE

Wayne County Treasurer

Co-Host:
BRIAN LOVE

Director, Michigan 
Veterans Affairs Agency

Keynote Speaker:
ZANETA ADAMS
Former Presidential

Appointee, U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

A FREE EVENT FOR VETERANS, SPOUSES, AND CHILDREN

SCAN TO
REGISTER

SCAN TO

REGISTER

Notice of Public Hearing 

City of Hamtramck – Planning Commission 

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Hamtramck Planning Commission will meet on the 2nd Floor Council Chambers of 
Hamtramck City Hall (3401 Evaline Street, Hamtramck, MI 48212) on Wednesday, December 3, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. for the 
purpose of holding three public hearings and considering the requests pertaining to the following: 

The subject of the 1st hearing is Proposed Zoning Amendments: 

• Proposed Amendments to the City of Hamtramck Zoning Ordinances 
o To allow shipping containers for pure dry storage in the Multi-Use District (C2).  
o To allow sheds for pure dry storage in the Central Business District (CBD) and the Multi-Use District (C2). 
o Revisions to § 155.111 to include shipping containers and sheds. 

The subject of the 2nd hearing is 11667 Joseph Campau, Parcel Number 41 004 01 0476 301: 

• Applicant Hakeem Adam is requesting special land use approval of the property for an event hall, subject to subject 
to §155.185 and §155.187 of the Hamtramck Code of Ordinances. The parcel is zoned within the Central Business 
District (CBD) per §155.066. 

The subject of the 3rd hearing is 1825 Caniff, Parcel Number 41 004 06 0032 301: 

• Applicant Gamal Fadhel is requesting rezoning approval to Multi-Use (C2) of the parcel, subject to subject to 
§155.200 of the Hamtramck Code of Ordinances. The applicant plans to build a gas station and convenience store 
on the parcel, should it be rezoned. The parcel is zoned within the Residential (R) District per §155.050. 

Written comments may be submitted to the Assistant Community & Economic Development Manager via email at 
mmiszczak@hamtramck. Written comments will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on December 3, 2025. The City of Hamtramck will 
provide necessary and reasonable auxiliary aids, and services for individuals with disabilities at the public hearing upon advance 
notice by writing or by calling the Clerk’s Office at 313-800-5233 x821. Please contact the Clerk’s office at least 10 days in advance. 

second in the election, is 

“new” to the council. He 

had served before but 

then lost his re-election 

bid four year ago.

It’s also been alleged 

that Choudhury has bal-

lot harvested in the past, 

although no criminal char-

ges were ever �led.

And coming in at third is 

a newcomer, Yousef Saed, 

who is an immigrant from 

Somalia who speaks 

Arabic.

We don’t know too much 

about him, but he says he 

is self-employed, and he 

is a member of the city’s 

Planning Commission.

On Facebook, one of 

his supporters, Khaled Al, 

said this about Saed:

“Saeed’s victory is a 

victory for all the voters of 

our community who gave 

him their votes. He is one 

of us and our brother, and 

there is no difference 

between him and the 

other candidates. Also, 

Saeed is a character 

that represents diversity 

in running for elections. 

Being one of the mem-

bers of the Somali com-

munity, whose number of 

people in Hamtramck is 

not very high.”

The Review reached out 

to him for comment, but 

he has not responded.

As it stands now, the 

mayor and city council 

will remain all-male and 

all-Muslim.

Finally, city council can-

didate Joe Strzalka, who 

ran as a write-in candidate 

in this election and served 

on council in the 1990s, 

had this advice (warning?) 

for the new mayor, whoe-

ver that may ultimately be, 

and the city council:

“Our city faces some 

extreme challenges, and 

hard choices need to be 

made. While we current-

ly have a rainy day fund, 

that fund is projected to 

disappear within four ye-

ars. That four-year pro-

jection, however, did not 

take into consideration 

losing over a million dol-

lars from the closing 

of the jail, a $200,000 

loss from parking meter 

revenues, a cut to state 

revenue sharing funds, 

cutbacks at the GM plant, 

a $500,000 investigation 

of the police chief and city 

manager, and any payouts 

from pending lawsuits.”

On the campaign trail …
Tidbits of this and that from the election  Cont. from page 2

investigation into him.

• Violating policies and 

procedures regarding 

stolen property.

• Violating other po-

licies and procedures.

Altaheri, through his at-

torney Amir Makled, bla-

med his departure from 

the city on former City 

Manager Garbarino.

“This entire matter was 

a circus created by former 

Hamtramck City Manager 

Max Garbarino – who has 

been �red by Hamtramck 

City Council -- when quiet 

discussions could have 

suf�ced,” said Makled.

“We all know that work-

place disagreements and 

misperceptions arise 

from time-to-time, but Mr. 

Garbarino chose to make 

this matter a media spec-

tacle,” Makled added.

Garbarino’s attorney, Jo-

nathan Marko, responded 

to Makled’s comment, 

and told The Review that, 

“The claim that Mr. Gar-

barino ‘created’ this si-

tuation is ridiculous. This 

matter began because 

of Chief Altaheri’s own 

serious and disturbing 

conduct and because Mr. 

Garbarino was required to 

report that conduct under 

the law. 

“That is what set this in 

motion and nothing else. 

Allowing him (Altaheri) to 

resign on paper does not 

change why he was remo-

ved from authority.”

Altaheri recently settled 

his lawsuit with the city 

so that it now designates 

his leaving as a “resigna-

tion,” and stipulates that 

he will be paid for �ve 

months of work.

Police chief says 
he never got city’s 
letter firing him
Continued from page 3

By Charles Sercombe

Veteran Detroit journa-

lists, and others, have 

weighed in on Mayor Amer 

Ghalib and his chances 

of being con�rmed by the 

U.S. Senate for a job as 

ambassador to Kuwait.

In a discussion on Dead-

line Detroit’s podcast, the 

consensus is: Ghalib’s 

chances are slim to none.

Ghalib faced critical 

questioning over his past 

social media comments 

and “likes” that were 

viewed as antisemitic by 

both Democrats and Re-

publicans in the Senate 

Foreign Relations Com-

mission during his recent 

con�rmation hearing.

Ghalib attracted the 

attention and support of 

President Trump when 

Ghalib in�uenced a num-

ber of fellow Arabs and 

Muslims in Hamtramck 

and the Detroit area to 

switch political parties 

and endorse Trump.

He was credited with 

helping Trump win Michi-

gan in the presidential 

election.

It has been assumed 

that Trump repaid Ghalib 

the favor by nominating 

him to be ambassador.

Saeed Khan, who is 

a professor at Wayne 

State University, noted 

that Ghalib’s con�rma-

tion chances are in “jeo-

pardy by members of his 

own political party,” and 

that he was “bleeding 

support.

Allan Lengel, who has 

worked with the Detroit 

News and other publica-

tions, said that, since 

Ghalib switched to siding 

with President Trump in 

the 2024 presidential 

election, “he was com-

forted by the Republican 

Party – he got swept up 

on it.”

But, judging by the 

sharp questioning from 

Republicans who have 

“kissed the ring of 

Trump,” attorney Bill Sei-

kaly said, makes it “clear, 

to me, they got approval 

to do that from Trump … 

because they cannot ever 

come out against Trump.”

Seikaly continued: 

“Trump doesn’t support 

non-white nominees in 

the same way that he 

supports his white nomi-

nees.” 

Lengel said that if Gha-

lib is not con�rmed, Trump 

can still say, “Look, I did 

what I could, but you’re 

not going to make it.”

As for Ghalib’s perfor-

mance under intense 

questioning, journalist 

Nancy Derringer said 

Ghalib “is amazingly un-

sophisticated, and really 

underprepared for this.”

Lengel, who worked for 

the Washington Post, ag-

reed, saying “when you 

go to Washington (D.C) 

it’s a whole other level.”

Derringer replied: “It’s 

many levels above.”

Khan said it came down 

to Ghalib having too much 

“baggage.”

He said Dearborn Heig-

hts’ former mayor, Bill 

Bazzi, who also is Mus-

lim and also endorsed 

Trump for president, sur-

vived his con�rmation he-

aring to be ambassador 

to Tunisia without a hint 

of controversy over past 

remarks and social me-

dia posts -- in contrast to 

Ghalib’s hearing.

Bazzi’s nomination, 

Khan said, “pretty much 

slipped through.”

‘Deadline Detroit’ 
podcast focuses on 
mayor’s Senate hearing
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Ob�uariesOb�uaries

We are here to help! 

www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
313-224-5990

If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting
a Wayne County Probate Court Case because a property is
in the name of a deceased family member, please contact

one of the following community partners for assistance: 

From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer 
Eric R. Sabree 

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726

Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800 

Contact the Wayne County

Probate Court by calling:

313-224-5706

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 11-30-25.
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 11-30-25.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning 

Job, Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

$225

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 

56 Years 

of Service

Heating
Service

Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

$99
Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 

Expires 11-30-25.

f
f

WILLIAMS
B a r b a r a 

Ann Williams, 

79, of Ebens-

burg, PA, 

passed away 

peace f u l l y, 

surrounded by her three 

loving daughters, on Octo-

ber 24, 2025.

Born on January 21, 

1946, in Detroit, Michigan, 

Barbara was the daughter 

of Walter J. Williams Sr. 

and Helen T. (Lapczynski) 

Williams.  She is preceded 

in death by her parents, 

and brother Walter J. Wil-

liams Jr.

Barbara is survived by 

her beloved daughters Ei-

leen (Julius) Thomas, Leila 

(Tom) Wolfe, and Allison 

(Richard) Stancombe all 

of Johnstown, PA; grandc-

hildren Julius Thomas III 

and Hunter Thomas, Brian-

na and Annalise Martin, 

Dalis Wolfe, and Jenna, 

Ryan, Cassidy and Jorja 

Stancombe; brother Ro-

bert T. Williams, St. Clair 

Shores, Michigan; sisters 

Lorraine Kolodziej, Ham-

tramck, Michigan, Marie 

(David) Bargiel, Troy, Michi-

gan; several nieces and 

nephews.

Barbara was a 1964 

graduate of St. Ladislaus 

High School in Hamtra-

mck, Michigan.   After 

graduation, she was emp-

loyed by the Detroit Tigers 

Baseball Club as a Profes-

sional Secretary.

Barbara’s daughters and 

grandchildren were the 

most important people in 

the world to her, and she 

shared her love and pri-

de in them with everyone 

she met. “1 Corinthians 

13”, the Love Chapter, 

was Barbara’s theme in 

life.   She spread God’s 

love everywhere she went, 

sharing her infamous God 

Bless You and Jesus Lo-

ves You bookmarks as 

often as she could.   Bar-

bara had an outgoing per-

sonality and great sense 

of humor, making friends 

and leaving an impression 

on everyone.   She loved 

to laugh (even at herself), 

dance, sing, paint, and 

show her Polish heritage 

pride.   She was the big-

gest cheerleader for her 

grandchildren, attending 

as many sporting events, 

performances, activities, 

graduations, ceremonies, 

and special events as she 

could.   She made sure 

they always knew she lo-

ved them and was proud 

of them.

Barbara had a great pas-

sion for people, voluntee-

ring and helping others in 

so many ways including 

The Backpack Project, The 

Girl Scouts of America, 

The American Red Cross, 

Windber Palliative and 

Hospice Care, Pastoral 

Ministries, St. Stephen Mi-

nistries, and serving as a 

nurse’s aide.  Her strength, 

independence, and faith in 

the Lord, will continue to 

be an inspiration to her fa-

mily and friends.  She will 

be greatly missed.

The family would like to 

thank Pastor Rob Wolfe of 

Pleasant Hill Community 

Church, Johnstown, PA, 

and Father Brian Warcho-

la of Holy Name Catholic 

Church, Ebensburg, PA, 

who visited and provi-

ded comfort and care to 

her and her daughters 

during her hospital and 

nursing home stay.   They 

would also like to extend 

a special thanks to the 

amazing caregivers at 

UPMC Presbyterian Hos-

pital, Arbutus Park Retire-

ment Community Skilled 

Nursing Unit, and Cone-

maugh Memorial Medical 

Center Emergency Room 

and especially Palliative 

Care Unit, who provided 

such skilled and compas-

sionate care to not only 

Barbara, but to the family 

as well.  Her daughters will 

forever be grateful for their 

support, as well as the 

support and love from fa-

mily and countless friends 

and loved ones.

At Barbara’s request, 

there will be no public 

viewing or service.   She 

will be inurned with her 

mother Helen at Mount 

Olivet Cemetery, Detroit, 

Michigan.   Arrangements 

by Jurkiewicz & Wilk Fune-

ral Home.
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