
By Charles Sercombe

Improvements to Ve-

terans Park continue.

In the latest deve-

lopment, Dan St. -- the 

road leading to Hamtra-

mck’s historic baseball 

stadium -- is being re-

paved, starting this 

past Monday.

But that’s not all. 

The stadium’s parking 

lot (long a potholed 

hazard) and the road 

leading to the larger 

parking lot east of the 

stadium, as well as 

that parking lot, are 

also being repaved.

The project costs 

over $2 million. Tho-

se repair funds will be 

coming from various 

grants and state mo-

nies.

The roads and par-

king lots have long 

been in urgent need of 

repaving.

And, with the growing 

popularity of the ba-

seball stadium and 

the many games being 

played there, it’s, well, 

about time.

Also, work has begun 

on installing restrooms 

at the stadium.

All of this is being 

done under the supervi-

sion of the Hamtramck 

Parks Conservancy.

Here’s what the con-

servancy has to say 

about the project:

“Please rest assured 

that we are committed 

to completing this pro-

ject to the highest stan-

dard, and with minimal 

disruption to your daily 

routines.”

The paving project is 

expected to be comple-

ted by the end of this 

November.
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By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck’s ballot 

drop box, located across 

from city hall, had a 

number of repeat visi-

tors in the days leading 

up to the August Primary 

Election.

Once again, surveil-

lance recordings of peo-

ple dropping off wads of 

absentee ballots have 

been posted on social 

media.

The seven-minute 

recording, distilled from 

hundreds of hours of 

surveillance recordings, 

shows a number of peo-

ple returning to the drop 

box at all times of the 

day – but, especially, at 

night.

And, once again, City 

Councilmember Abu 

Musa, who is seeking 

re-election in Novem-

ber’s election, is seen 

sitting in a passenger 

seat and handing bal-

lots to a driver.

In another incident, 

an unidenti�ed male is 

seen struggling to stuff 

thick handfuls of ballots 

into the drop box.

Perhaps it’s no surp-

rise that Musa turned 

out to be the highest vo-

te-getter in the election, 

with former Council-

member Nayeem Choud-

hury coming in a close 

second.

Both �nished far 

ahead of the 10 other 

candidates.

When we asked about 

a prior surveillance 

recording showing Musa 

handling absentee bal-

lots that had been rele-

ased by the city through 

Freedom of Information 

Act requests, Musa de-

nied he was the one 

placing the ballots into 

the drop box, and then 

abruptly said he would 

call back later to explain 

more. 

He never called back.

After the election, 

Musa had this to say 

about the election re-

sults:

“Thank you, Hamtra-

mck for believing in me 

once again. Let’s keep 

moving forward, united!”

Musa has not been 

charged with any elec-

tion law violations stem-

ming from the primary, 

but the state police are 

investigating the surveil-

lance recordings of him, 

according to sources.

Musa is also being in-

vestigated for not being 

a resident. Residency 

is a requirement to 

hold public of�ce – and 

vote -- in Hamtramck. 

Councilmember Muhith 

Mahmood is likewise 

being investigated for 

not being a resident.

Both have denied 

being non-residents, but 

both have also admitted 

that their families live in 

the suburbs.

Musa’s wife and child-

ren live in Warren, and 

Mahmood’s wife and 

children live in Troy.

As usual, people on 

social media had so-

mething to say about 

the recordings.

“It's terrible what's 

happening in Hamtra-

mck, people who cheat 

are elected to high po-

sitions in the city, I'm 

teaching my grandchild-

ren to be decent peop-

le, not to lie, how can I 

explain it to them?” said 

Malgorzata Sokolowska.

Former resident Mic-

hael Rehfus said the 

recordings serve to play 

into unfounded accu-

sations over the wides-

pread use of absentee 

ballots being used to 

throw an election.

“To these assh*les 

I say (sarcastically, In-

ternet): thanks for gi-

ving truth to Trump's 

lies about widespread 

absentee voter fraud,” 

Rehfus said.

And former resident 

Nancy Jaroslawski Erick-

son said that it rein-

forces “one more rea-

son among many that I 

no longer live in Hamtra-

mck.”

City Hall surveillance recording 

exposes more suspected ballot stuffing

By Charles Sercombe

It was just eight months 

ago, back in January, 

when City Councilmember 

Abu Musa was stripped of 

his title as being second 

in charge of the council.

That’s when three fellow 

councilmembers voted to 

remove him as Mayor Pro 

Tem, which is the person 

tasked with being in char-

ge when the mayor is not 

available, or resigns.

It was a contentious 

meeting, with Musa accu-

sing fellow Councilmem-

ber Mohammed Hassan, 

who orchestrated his re-

moval, of being corrupt.

“He rigged the elec-

tion,” Musa said at the 

time.

Hassan insisted he me-

ant nothing personal aga-

inst Musa. Hassan justi-

�ed his motion because 

Musa is getting paid by 

taxpayers but sleeps du-

ring meetings.

Musa denied he fal-

ls asleep, but said he 

would be willing to have 

an “expert” determine 

“whether I’m sleeping or 

not.”

He then “vowed” to get 

justice, but did not elabo-

rate.

The council then vo-

ted, by a bare majority, 

to replace Musa with 

Councilmember Khalil 

Refai.

Flash forward to a coup-

le of weeks ago, and 

Refai abruptly announced 

he resigned as Mayor Pro 

Tem, and even possib-

ly the council, over the 

council’s decision to �re 

City Manager Max Garba-

rino.

Over the better part 

of the past year, the 

once-united council star-

ted to fracture, and some 

councilmembers began 

to turn on each other.

Why?

It’s never been entirely 

City Council taps Councilmember 

Musa to be second in charge

By Charles Sercombe

Mayor Amer Ghalib has 

become a familiar face in 

President Trump’s White 

House.

The mayor once again 

visited the White House 

recently, where, this time, 

he met with U.S. Secre-

tary of Commerce Howard 

Lutnick to “discuss the 

possibility of bringing bil-

lions of dollars worth of 

investments to the United 

States.”

Just a few weeks ago, 

Ghalib met with National 

Security Adviser Stephen 

Miller, U.S. Secretary of 

State Marco Rubio, and 

White House Deputy Chief 

of Staff James Blair to 

discuss his nomination to 

be the next ambassador 

to Kuwait.

In that previous mee-

ting, they had also talked 

about a possible mul-

ti-million-dollar �nancial 

package for Hamtramck.

This time, it was about 

attracting foreign busi-

ness investments, which 

presumably meant invest-

ment in Hamtramck as 

well.

Ghalib had this to say, 

on his Facebook page, 

about the visit with Lut-

nick:

“We discussed the de-

tails of major, billion dollar 

investment opportunities 

and projects in the US 

for foreign investors. The 

minister con�rmed that 

he and President Trump 

welcome foreign invest-

ment projects and will 

work to derail dif�culties 

and obstacles to attract 

investment and help in-

vestors implement their 

projects in the United Sta-

tes.

“The efforts come in line 

with President Trump's vi-

sion focused on attracting 

foreign investment to the 

United States.

Ghalib’s Facebook 

post preceded a raid on 

a Hyundai factory being 

built in Georgia, where 

ICE agents detained and 

deported over 300 South 

Korean workers who were 

here legally.

Hyundai had planned on 

hiring thousands of Ame-

rican workers at the plant, 

but now the plant’s future 

is in doubt -- as is Hyun-

dai’s multi-million-dollar 

investment.

The South Korean go-

vernment has lodged a 

complaint with the U.S. 

over the raid.

Critics have said that 

the raid by ICE could scut-

tle future foreign invest-

ment into the U.S.

As for Ghalib’s con�rma-

tion hearing with the U.S. 

Once again

Mayor Ghalib

visits White 

House

A city hall surveillance camera recording captured several people who were 

dropping off handfuls of absentee ballots before the August Primary Election. 

No one has been charged with violating election law, but the state police are 

reportedly investigating the matter. Photo: Facebook

City Councilmember Abu Musa has once again been 

appointed as Mayor Pro Tem, replacing Councilmem-

ber Khalil Refai, who resigned from the position.
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This week at the Library . . . 
Jazz Youth Masterclasses:  Library 

is holding preservation of jazz youth 

masterclasses every Thursday in Sep-

tember from 3 pm to 5 pm.  Classes 

are conducted by Jazz vocalist, Sky 

Covington and are free to Hamtramck 

residents.  To register for classes sign 

up at the library or call 248-383-3385 

to speak with the instructor.  The final 

meeting will consists of a performance 

on September 25th at 3 pm. 

Nathan Hale:  On September 22, 

1776 during the American Revolution,  

this American hero was executed 

without a trial after he was caught 

spying on British troops on Long Is-

land, his last words, “I only regret that 

I have but one life to lose for my 

country”. 

Autumn:  It begins on September 23 

and lasts to December 21 in the North-

ern Hemisphere with the equinox, at 

1:37 am EDT.  In the Southern Hemi-

sphere it marks the beginning of 

Spring. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald:  This American 

writer was born on September 24, 

1896 in St. Paul, Minnesota (as Fran-

cis Scott Key Fitzgerald).  Best known 

for “This Side of Paradise”, “The 

Great Gatsby”, and “Tender is the 

Night”. 

The first American Newspaper:  It 

was published on September 25, 1690 

and only a single edition appeared 

under the name “Publick Occurrences 

Both Foreign and Domestick”.  It 

came out in Boston, Massachusetts.  

However, British authorities consid-

ered the newspaper offensive and or-

dered its immediate suppression. 

Yoga at the Library:  The exercise 

program featuring Yoga will start 

again on Tuesday’s at 2:30 pm start-

ing September 2, 2025.  The class is 

limited to 10 participants, so please 

register early to secure your place. 

First Presidential Debate:  The first-

ever televised presidential debate oc-

curred between presidential candidates 

John F. Kennedy and Richard M. Nix-

on.  Many who watched were inclined 

to say Kennedy won the debate, while 

those who listened only to the radio 

thought Nixon did better.  Nixon, who 

declined to use makeup, appeared 

somewhat haggard looking on TV in 

contrast to Kennedy. 

ESL Classes:  These classes are held 

Monday to Thursday at 9 am and 12 

noon.  To participate, you must regis-

ter with the Horizon School. 

Pope John Paul I:  This pope died on 

September 28, 1978 after only 33 days 

in office.  He was succeeded by first 

Polish Pope, Saint John Paul II. 

Berlin Airlift:  On September 30, 

1949 the Berlin Airlift concluded after 

277,264 flights carrying over 2 mil-

lion tons of supplies to the people of 

West Berlin, blocked by Soviets. 

Game Night:  We are moving to 

Wednesdays.  Join us for Game Night 

at the library.   We are serving up 

something fun each Wednesday at 4 

pm.  Stop by and let us know that you 

have come to play.  Everyone invited. 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 

Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 

September 19, 2025 

It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 102 Years of 

Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 

Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday, Sept. 21, 

Holy Mass 

9:00 am

Twenty-Fifth Sunday 

in Ordinary Time

Sept 20 – Holy Mass 

9 am

clear, other than being 

due to an obvious be-

hind-the-scenes power 

struggle.

But the role of Mayor 

Pro Tem looms large 

these days, since Mayor 

Amer Ghalib could be le-

aving the city any week 

now if the U.S. Senate 

con�rms his appointment 

to be ambassador to 

Kuwait.

Still, why does the job 

of mayor of Hamtramck 

have so much apparent 

importance?

Ghalib deserves some 

credit for elevating the 

position of mayor, since 

President Trump has 

embraced him as an ally 

and nominated him to 

the ambassador position 

in exchange for Ghalib’s 

support of him.

Are some members of 

council thinking that, by 

becoming mayor, they, 

too, have a chance to 

step into the national po-

litical limelight?

City Council taps Councilmember 

Musa to be second in charge 
Continued from front page

Senate, that is expected 

to be voted through within 

a few weeks, according to 

a source.

Ghalib did not seek 

re-election this year. He is 

the �rst Yemeni-American 

to serve as mayor in Ham-

tramck. 

Previously a backer of 

Democratic candidates, 

Ghalib threw his support 

behind Trump in the 2024 

presidential election 

because Trump promised 

to end the wars in Ukraine 

and Gaza in one day.

That campaign boast 

was widely discredited, 

and the wars have only 

gotten worse since Trump 

has been president. 

Ghalib is still unwa-

vering in his support of 

Trump, despite the lat-

ter encouraging Israel to 

“�nish the job” in Gaza, 

and his backing a plan to 

relocate Palestinians out 

of Gaza to neighboring 

countries.

Recently, Israel Prime 

Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu bombed a sus-

pected Hamas headquar-

ters in Qatar, and he is 

now threatening further 

military expansion in the 

Middle East.

Once again Mayor Ghalib visits 

White House Continued from front page

Mayor Amer Ghalib poses with U.S. Secretary of 

Commerce Howard Lutnick during a meeting they 

recently had in the White House. Photo: Facebook
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Review: Opinion Page

Festival organizers give

thanks to all the volunteers

Continued on page 4

Other Voices:  Guest Editorial

By Konrad Maziarz

The City of Hamtramck 

recently made a procla-

mation thanking the vo-

lunteers for the Labor 

Day Festival, and the pa-

rade.

The proclamation inclu-

des Shannon and I, but 

there are others who are 

vital to this event, and 

it would not happen wit-

hout them. So we would 

like to thank them here 

as well. 

We would like to take 

this opportunity to since-

rely thank the commit-

tee members for their 

incredible dedication 

and commitment in ma-

king the Hamtramck La-

bor Day Festival possib-

le. You did not simply 

meet expectations -- you 

exceeded them, delive-

ring yet another extraor-

dinary celebration for 

our community. 

The festival continues 

to grow in both scale and 

complexity, and with that 

growth comes enormous 

responsibility. Each of 

you embraced that chal-

lenge with grace, deter-

mination, and passion.

We know the countless 

hours, the patience, and 

the tremendous effort 

this event demands. The-

se are not small tasks, 

but weighty responsibi-

lities, and you gave of 

yourselves generously. 

Because of your work, 

the festival shone bright-

ly once again, �lling our 

city with music, laughter, 

and joy. 

Together, we created 

moments that brought 

smiles to thousands of 

faces -- memories our 

community will carry with 

them long after the wee-

kend has passed.

To all who attended 

the Hamtramck Labor 

Day Festival, thank you 

for joining us. Your ener-

gy, your laughter, and 

especially the joy on the 

children’s faces -- and on 

those still young at heart 

-- are what make the long 

hours and hard work so 

worthwhile.

It is both an honor and 

a privilege to help orga-

nize this beloved tradi-

tion for Hamtramck. To 

our committee, to our 

volunteers, and to our 

community -- we thank 

you once more for ma-

king this year’s festival 

truly unforgettable.

Meet your dead relati-

ves… Well, not literally, of 

course, but you can meet 

them through their “life 

trails,” via the wonder of 

genealogy.

And you can learn some 

of the helpful tricks of the 

trade from guest lecturer 

and genealogy expert Va-

lerie Koselka at a special 

event entitled “Finding 

Your Family” at, where 

else, the Hamtramck His-

torical Museum on Sa-

turday, Sept. 27 from 10 

a.m.-1 p.m.

Tickets for this event 

are $40, and include a 

Polish lunch.

Ms. Koselka’s quali�ca-

tions have been listed on 

the museum’s Facebook 

page, reprinted here:

“Valerie has been re-

searching her family 

history in Michigan and 

southeast Poland for 

over forty years. She is 

a director with the Polish 

Genealogical Society of 

Michigan and the West 

Side Detroit Polish Ame-

rican Historical Society. 

“Valerie is a member 

of six local genealogical 

societies, and volunteers 

as a consultant at the 

Westland Family History 

Center. She is also an 

administrator with seve-

ral genealogy groups on 

Facebook, and created 

the group Polish Culture, 

Food and Traditions in 

2014.”

The museum is located 

at 9525 Jos. Campau.

Stick around and enjoy 

all the museum has to 

offer after the presenta-

tion.

Questions? Call (313) 

262-6571.

Arts fest… It’s almost 

time again for the Ham-

tramck Neighborhood 

Arts Festival.

If you don’t know or if 

you’ve forgotten that’s 

the festival where, on a 

given autumn Saturday, 

folks play music or recite 

poems, essays, what not 

from their porches; where 

they invite persons into 

their homes or art stu-

dios or working spaces to 

see them, well, at work.

This one will be the 

15th annual HNFA, and 

if you have interest in 

being either a stop along 

the journey, or if you are 

just curious as to who’s 

already committed to 

being a part of it, we 

recommend their websi-

te, hnaf.org.

Here you can scroll 

down on the intro web 

page to �nd buttons to 

register yourself as a par-

ticipant, or as a volunteer.

Here you will also, even-

tually, be able to �nd a 

map of the city showing 

each participating loca-

tion, as well as a schedu-

le of what is happening 

and when.

Some of the events go 

on for hours, or even all 

day. The great thing about 

the festival is, when 

you’re bored or just nee-

ding to leave – voila! You 

can.

Just like that. Ain’t life 

grand?

Check back in this 

space for a reminder in 

the Oct. 3 issue.

Dropping out… That’s 

former state representa-

tive Adam Hollier and his 

one-time challenging of 

U.S. Rep. Shri Thanedar.

Thanedar’s congressio-

nal district includes Ham-

tramck.

Hollier, whose state 

district also included 

Hamtramck when he ser-

ved in Lansing, is expec-

ted to drop out of the 

race, and instead seek 

voter approval for a new 

job within Michigan as 

Secretary of State.

Current Secretary of 

State Jocelyn Benson is 

being termed out, and is 

seeking to become the 

state’s next governor.

What we �nd amusing 

is that Hollier had pre-

viously been forced out 

from challenging Thane-

dar in 2024 because a 

number of signatures on 

his nominating petition 

were found to have been 

forged or duplicated.

Imagine that, a candida-

te running for the state’s 

top election law enforcer 

who can’t even get his no-

minating petition right.

 

Cautionary tale?... 

Suppose there’s a Califor-

nia city that �red their city 

manager, and now has to 

pay $2.3 million to that 

same city manager for 

breach of contract.

Sound even a little fa-

miliar?

Well it should, because 

Hamtramck now faces 

a similar lawsuit �led 

by former City Manager 

Max Garbarino, who was 

�rst suspended with pay, 

and then �red for … well, 

that’s not exactly clear.

Brace yourselves, tax-

payers, because the city’s 

insurance company will li-

kely pay just a fraction of 

whatever Garbarino may 

– or, who knows, may not 

-- win.

If he does, and if insu-

rance company pays just 

a portion, guess who 

picks up the rest of the 

tab?

Yes, that will be you, 

property owners.

A story to tell… The 

Detroit Opera House will 

host the Detroit Story 

Fest on Thursday, Oct. 9, 

one year after it sold out 

at the Detroit Film Thea-

tre.

Acknowledging it as an 

experiment that it has ne-

ver tried before, this will 

be the �rst time that the 

venerable structure hosts 

an event in this format.

The event is not limi-

ted to only storytelling 

-- some of the pieces are 

rendered as performance 

art, �lm, or dance; and 

there will also be perfor-

mances by rising opera 

stars selected from the 

Detroit Opera’s Resident 

Artist Program.

This year’s theme 

is “No Small Wind is 

Blowing,” and will feature 

“a mix of curated perfor-

mances that range from 

unpredictable and funny 

to awe-inspiring and bru-

tally human” on the sub-

jects of migration and 

transition.

Detroit Story Fest “us-

hers in Detroit Opera’s 

season-long ‘America at 

250’ exploration of Ame-

rican identity, as the na-

tion celebrates the 250th 

anniversary of the Decla-

ration of Independence in 

2026.”

Tickets for this 7:30 

p.m. event on Oct. 9 

are priced from $25 to 

$65, and are available 

in person at the DOT’s 

box of�ce, Monday-Friday 

10 a.m.-5 p.m., 1526 

Broadway St.

Or, you can get them on-

line at detroitopera.org.

Gun violence info…

The local group End Gun 

Violence Michigan wants 

to remind everyone of 

the state’s Extreme Risk 

Protection Order laws, a 

collective preventative 

measure where people 

can safely bring atten-

tion to a family member, 

friend, co-worker or acqu-

aintance who may be in 

crisis and liable to perpet-

rate a violent act.

ERPO’s, commonly 

known as “red �ag laws,” 

are a system designed 

to identify someone who 

By Charles Sercombe

What do journalists 

outside Hamtramck 

think about the goings-

on in Hamtramck?

Look no further than 

Deadline Detroit, in a 

special podcast that co-

vered a range of subjects 

including the ongoing 

and widening scandals 

of Hamtramck.

Veteran journalist Allan 

Lengel was the most out-

spoken, and noted that, 

according to an internal 

investigation by the legal 

�rm Miller Johnson into 

the city manager, police 

chief and a police of�cer, 

the �rm warned against 

�ring them because of 

their pending lawsuits.

The law �rm also faul-

ted City Manager Max 

Garbarino for not taking 

disciplinary action soon 

enough against the po-

lice chief. Garbarino 

placed the chief on paid 

suspension pending an 

investigation into alle-

ged wrongdoing.

Mayor Amer Ghalib 

was not pleased with 

that action by Garbarino, 

despite the report’s �n-

dings.

“Ironically, Mayor 

(Amer) Ghalib put the 

city manager on leave 

because he said he (Gar-

barino) reacted basically 

too quickly,” Lengel said.

Lengel continued: 

“The place (Hamtramck) 

is a f-cking mess. … The 

place is just a full-out 

scandal in every way.”

As for the felony char-

ges against Council-

members Mohammed 

Hassan and Muhtasin 

Sadman for election 

fraud, Lengel summed it 

up thusly: “That’s Ham-

tramck.”

Veteran Detroit journalist on city 

hall scandals: ‘That’s Hamtramck’ 
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Service Directory

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

(313) 365-8630

7
/6

/2
5

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Coming up… At press are very excited for Ham- renters.
Continued from page 3

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online

Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

Quick Hits
Cont. from page 3

Place an 

Ad in 

The Review 

Today
Call 

(313) 874-2100

Ob�uariesOb�uaries

Room for rent, upper �at, 

needs work, Tinken Ave., 

Warren, MI, 586-209-

6445. 9/5

Hamtramck, small, 2 BR 

house, prefer no children, 

no pets, Remodeled kitch-

en + bathroom, garage, 

basement, quiet street, 

call Mike, 313-516-5178. 

9/26  

Detroit, 3 BR, remodeled 

Kitchen + bathroom, hard-

wood �oors, 2 ½ car ga-

rage, quiet street, call 

Mike, 313-516-5178. 10/10

Deadline for 
classifieds for 
next week is 
Thursday at 

Noon

Call 

(313) 874-2100 

to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their 

ad following �rst publication. 

The newspaper shall not be lia-

ble for failure to publish an ad, 

for a typographic error or errors 

in publication except to the ex-

tent of the cost of the ad for 

the �rst day’s insertion. Adjust-

ments for errors is limited to 

the cost of that portion of the 

ad wherein the error occurred. 

We reserve the right to classify, 

revise or reject any classi�ed 

advertisement.

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log 

covers Sept. 9-15.

Tuesday, Sept. 9

• A business on Jos. 

Campau complained 

about a disorderly custo-

mer.

• Of�cers investigated 

a suspicious situation on 

Jos. Campau.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 

12000 block of Selfridge.

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile 

in the 2200 block of Ye-

mans.

• A female reported 

that she was the victim 

of an armed robbery that 

happened in the area of 

McDougall and Casmere. 

Later, two male suspects 

were arrested. Also, a 

replica �rearm was reco-

vered.

• An assault was repor-

ted in the 11600 block of 

Mitchell.

Wednesday, Sept. 10

• An incident of fraud 

was reported in the 3400 

block of Evaline.

• A business on Jos. 

Campau reported a shop-

lifter.

• A vehicle was stolen 

in the 2400 block of 

Hewitt.

• A hit-and-run accident 

happened in the 11600 

block of Jos. Campau.

Thursday, Sept. 11

• A suspect was ar-

rested for assault in the 

12000 block of Selfridge.

• A theft was repor-

ted in the 9400 block of 

Lumpkin.

• A juvenile was arres-

ted in the 9400 block of 

McDougall for sexual as-

sault.

• An assault was repor-

ted in the area of Lump-

kin and Commor.

Friday, Sept. 12

• A domestic dispu-

te was reported in the 

12000 block of Dyar.

• A break-in was repor-

ted on Nagel.

• A theft from a vehic-

le was reported on Caniff 

and Conant.

• A business on Jos. 

Campau reported an inci-

dent of fraud.

• A business in the 

12100 block of Jos. 

Campau reported trouble 

with a customer.

• A female suspect was 

arrested for trespassing.

• A domestic assault 

was reported in the 2300 

block of Botsford.

Saturday, Sept. 13

• Of�cers, investiga-

ting a complaint about a 

disorderly person in the 

2600 block of Carpenter, 

arrested a male suspect 

for domestic assault. In 

another case of domestic 

assault, a suspect was 

arrested in the 12000 

block of Oklahoma.

• A verbal dispute 

between juveniles was 

reported on Belmont.

• An of�cer assisted 

the �re department in 

freeing a child trapped in 

a locked vehicle.

Sunday, Sept. 14

• A complaint was 

made about a juvenile in 

the 11400 block of Fle-

ming.

• A �ght was reported 

in the 9400 block of Jos. 

Campau.

• A theft was repor-

ted in the 9400 block of 

Lumpkin.

Monday, Sept. 15

• A vehicle was stolen 

on Andrus.

APARTMENTS AND

FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

ROOMS 

FOR RENT

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100

 

 
 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area 

and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Library Channel) 

What’s on this coming week? 

Interview with Mayor of Warren, Lori Stone 

Councilman Abu Musa elected Mayor Pro Tem 

ESL Classes start a new school year at the library 

Hamtramck Labor Day Parade 2025 

Termination of Hamtramck City Manager by Council 

Sakura Japanese Instrumental Group Concert 

and more 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 

take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 
Hamtramck Public Library; Videos, or Live 

 

To place community announcement 

call the Library at 313-733-6822 

Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 

Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

To upload video files go to (bit.ly/hamtramcktv) 

September 19, 2025 

has become a danger to 

others, or, for that matter, 

to themselves.

Family members, law 

enforcement or even 

medical professionals 

can �le a petition with 

the court to grant these 

ERPOs. Judges are then 

tasked with acting quickly 

to prioritize these, in the 

public interest.

The idea is to then be 

able to bring the person 

in crisis into contact with 

a slew of resources, so 

that “the risk can pass 

without tragedy,” as End 

Gun Violence Michigan 

organizer Alyssa Moore 

puts it.

Their website is endgun-

violencemi.org, where it 

shares their stated goal: 

to see common-sense 

legislation be passed to 

help prevent gun violence 

and, thereby, save Michi-

gan lives.

Check them out. 

PERRY
M i c h a e l 

“ P e r r b e a r ” 

Perry, 31, died 

September 9, 

2025.

Michael was the son of 

Lisa and Michael Sr. He 

is also survived by many 

aunts and uncles, cou-

sins and friends.

Michael was a local 

disc jockey that was well 

known in the RAVE scene.

Visitation is Sunday, 

September 21, 2025, 

from 2 – 6 p.m. at Jur-

kiewicz & Wilk Funeral 

Home, 2396 Caniff, Ham-

tramck MI 48212.

SYLVESTER
Mark A. Syl-

vester, 69, 

died Septem-

ber 10, 2025.

Mark was 

born in Detroit, Michigan 

on Oct. 30, 1955.   He 

passed away in his home 

in Au Gres, Michigan with 

his wife of 43 years, Ja-

nice Sylvester, and his 

dog Tootsie by his side.

Mark was a Hamtramck 

�re�ghter for 25 years. 

He was twice decorated 

for meritorious actions 

at �re scenes and was 

Fire�ghter of the Year in 

1997. Mark also served 

in the United States Mari-

ne Corps Reserve.

He enjoyed boating, 

�shing and gol�ng.   He 

is survived by his wife 

Janice; nieces Peggy 

Bryant and Linda (Darrin) 

White; many great nieces 

and nephews.  He is pre-

deceased by his father 

Thomas, mother Josephi-

ne (neé Horvat), and sis-

ter Helen Bean.

Memorial visitation is 

Monday, September 22, 

2025, from 3 - 8 p.m., 

with a  prayer service at 

7 p.m. at Jurkiewicz & 

Wilk Funeral Home, 2396 

Caniff, Hamtramck MI 

48212.

Memorial Mass is 

Tuesday, September 23, 

2025, with a procession 

from the Hamtramck Fire 

House starting at 10 

a.m. with Mass at 11 

a.m., at St. Florian Catho-

lic Church, 2626 Florian, 

Hamtramck MI 48212. 

Inurnment with mili-

tary honors  is Thursday, 

September 25, 2025, at 

1:30 p.m. at Great La-

kes National Cemetery, 

4200 Belford Rd, Holly 

MI 48442.  Please arrive 

at the cemetery by 1:15 

p.m.

 

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

HOUSE 

FOR SALE
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City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 

We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

By Charles Sercombe

The city council met on 

Aug. 12, and all council-

members were in atten-

dance except for Moham-

med Hassan.

A presentation was 

made by the city’s sum-

mer interns.

Some of their activities 

included spreading the 

word of the city’s tree 

planting program, comba-

ting littering, and helping 

maintain the yards of di-

sabled and elderly resi-

dents.

Student employees in 

the 2025 GM Student 

Corps program also 

made a presentation of 

their activities. 

During public com-

ment, an email from a 

person named Nicholas 

was read out loud. The 

person said that the two 

councilmembers who 

are under investigation 

should be suspended.

(Councilmembers Mo-

hammed Hassan and 

Muhtasin Sadman have 

been charged with elec-

tion fraud, stemming 

from the 2023 election. 

Both have denied the 

accusations.)

The person who wrote 

the email said that, since 

City Manager Max Garba-

rino was placed on paid 

suspension during an in-

ternal investigation, the 

mayor and city council 

need to follow their own 

“precedent.”

“You now need to honor 

your precedent, and relie-

ve them of their duties 

until this is resolved,” 

the person said. “If other 

members of the council 

are also under investiga-

tion, they need to be put 

on leave as well.”

In total, at least four of 

the six councilmembers 

are under investigation, 

including two for being 

non-residents.

In another email, a re-

sident complained about 

the behavior of an of�cer 

who confronted him af-

ter he changed a tire on 

his vehicle in front of his 

house.

The resident said the 

of�cer was aggressive 

and pulled a taser on 

him.

“There are of�cers in 

Hamtramck who lack res-

pect for residents,” the 

resident said.

Another person urged 

the council to consider 

a resolution to stop the 

city’s practice of automa-

tically mailing absentee 

ballots to voters.

(The city only sends out 

absentee applications 

to those who requested 

them in the past, and 

also automatically mails 

out absentee ballots 

only to voters who signed 

up get them for all elec-

tions.)

The person said the 

city needs to take this ac-

tion in order to “restore 

con�dence in our electo-

ral process.”

As for the councilmem-

bers accused of election 

fraud, he said this has 

“shaken the public trust” 

in elections.

Ibrahim Aljahim reques-

ted the “status of the 

Hamtramck Review news-

paper.”

He said the paper has 

a “relationship with for-

mer City Manager Max 

Garbarino.”

He said the newspaper 

has “received thousands 

of dollars since he (Gar-

barino) has been here. 

… This newspaper has 

a history of attacking our 

mayor, city council and 

anyone who criticized 

Max and his business 

partner Dave Adamczyk.”

(Editor’s note: The Re-

view is the city’s paper 

of record, and publishes 

city legal notices. The city 

manager has never per-

sonally given nor directed 

money to the newspaper. 

Also, at the time that Alja-

him made these accusa-

tions, Garbarino was still 

city manager but on paid 

administrative leave.)

Aljahim went on to say 

that The Review falsely 

reported that the FBI is 

conducting an investiga-

tion, but he did not say 

what investigation was in 

question.

He said Garbarino is 

“spreading lies to hide 

his dirty games.”

Tom Habitz of the Ham-

tramck Parks Conser-

vancy said there is now 

“stepped-up” enforce-

ment of littering in Vete-

rans Park. He said hund-

reds of pieces of litter 

are being picked up daily 

in the park.

The effort to combat lit-

ter, he said, “is draining 

the city of resources.”

Dianne Frkan, who 

was a candidate for city 

council in the recent pri-

mary election, said that, 

while campaigning, she 

got to know residents in 

the Col. Hamtramck Hou-

sing project.

Frkan said residents 

there say the city has 

“basically forgotten 

about (them). They are 

our neighbors, and they 

are also residents of the 

city.”

Bill Meyer said recent 

media reports on Ham-

tramck make it look like 

“Hamtramck is full of 

crooks and that we’re 

falling apart….They’re 

covering only the nega-

tive stuff,” and that the 

media is also conducting 

a “witch hunt over a few 

leaders.”

He also noted that 

most of the local media 

is “white-owned” and 

“writing negatively about 

a mostly non-white city.”

Meyer continued, 

saying the media “mostly 

interviews white of�cials 

from the past who have 

a history of problems 

themselves and comp-

lain about non-white le-

aders.”

Switching subjects, 

Meyer questioned 

whether the media is in-

terested in “one of the 

country’s greatest mu-

rals.”

He was referring to a 

mural about the Yemeni 

community that is on the 

side of a building at Jos. 

Campau and Goodson.

Meyer said the mural 

is being threatened with 

getting “covered up” by 

the construction of a new 

building in a lot next to 

the mural.

Later in the meeting, a 

discussion was held on 

the proposed construc-

tion of the building.

The developer agreed 

to continue discussions 

on how to save the mu-

ral, which includes rep-

licating it on the new buil-

ding that will be built.

A lengthy discussion 

was held on a proposed 

upgrade to city hall’s 

computer system. The 

new system will cost the 

city $149,835, and the 

city will also spend an 

additional $82,000 from 

a grant.

Two improvement pro-

jects were approved for 

Veterans Memorial Park, 

one to repave a parking 

lot and another to repave 

a road leading to the par-

king lot.

The total cost is over 

$2 million -- paid part-

ly through a grant and a 

state road repair fund.

In his report, Mayor 

Ghalib called for an end 

to “divisive politics going 

on in the city and pre-

determined targeting of 

each other, including the 

media, that we talked 

about in the beginning of 

the meeting. 

“You should be a 

unifying voice for the 

whole community, not 

just one side of the com-

munity and constantly 

targeting the other side.”

Councilmember Muhith 

Mahmood thanked vo-

ters for supporting him in 

the primary election.

“Your voice was heard,” 

he said.

In public comment, Bill 

Meyer said that a certain 

councilmember, who he 

did not identify, attemp-

ted a “coup” at a recent 

meeting.

He said this council-

member attempted to get 

support to replace the 

current mayor pro tem, 

Khalil Refai, with himself.

“It was an unde-

mocratic, sel�sh move 

to replace the legal-

ly-appointed mayor pro 

tem from his position,” 

Meyer said. “When it 

became obvious to this 

councilman who tried to 

do this that he wouldn’t 

get the votes to pass the 

resolution to make him 

mayor pro tem, he walked 

out of the meeting and 

prevented the city from 

carrying on its business.”

Meyer added: “This 

is disgraceful behavior. 

… Let’s stop this sort 

of personal self-interest 

and not try to wipe each 

other out of positions.”
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We are here to help! 

www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
313-224-5990

If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting
a Wayne County Probate Court Case because a property is
in the name of a deceased family member, please contact

one of the following community partners for assistance: 

From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer 
Eric R. Sabree 

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726

Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800 

Contact the Wayne County

Probate Court by calling:

313-224-5706

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 9-30-25.
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 9-30-25.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 

Heating, Air Conditioning 

or Sewer Cleaning Job, 

Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

$225

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

Air Conditioning
Service Call

Cleaning & Repairs Extra

• Diagnose and �x your AC problems quickly

• Professional AC Replacement & Installation

• Upgrade to energy e�cient systems

$99
Must present coupon at 
time of estimate. With 

coupon. Expires 9-30-25.

f

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 

56 Years 

of Service

f

Enroll today for 2020!!

• Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade

• English Language Learner program

• Boys and Girls athletics including

soccer, basketball, cheerleading,

volleyball and flag football

• Opportunities for parent 

involvement including ESL classes

• Before/after school program

• Technology rich instruction including

iPads, chrome books, computer lab,

smart boards

• GSRP Preschool Program for 

4 year olds

• High performing academic 

achievement 

Educating your
child like our own!
Enroll Today for 2025-2026!

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Caniff and Brombach,
















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Walk-Ins Welcome!
Call for Hours

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the 

best prices.


