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OPEN 7 DAYS
9am-9pm Sun-Thurs

9am-Midnight Fri & Sat
   We Welcome SNAP & EBT Customers

Enter parking lot through the alley

Beer, 
Wine and 

Spirits

Authentic Polish Food

2934 Yemans • Hamtramck • 313-873-8432
www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

BANQUET HALL 
and CATERING

Enjoy Our Polish Classics: 
Stu�ed Cabbage, Pierogis, 
Crepes, Potato Pancakes, 
City Chicken, Pork Chops, 

Vegetarian Plates and 

Homemade Soups: 
Dill Pickle & Cabbage. 

Don’t forget to try our 
homemade sausage.

Continued on page 2

Quick Hits

By Alan Madlane

Just in case you missed 
this last week, there’s 
�nancial assistance to 
keep your house warm 
this winter.

The Michigan Ener-
gy Assistance Program, 
or MEAP,  exists to help 
low-income households 
get assistance with their 
home energy bills, and 
move toward self-suf�-
ciency as quickly as pos-
sible.

They boast numerous 
energy assistance plans, 
and even take into ac-
count broadband service 
as being more and more 
essential.

Some of the tips that 
the MEAP is sharing in-
clude:

• Being proactive. This 
means contacting your 
utility company or propane 
supplier as soon as you 
know you won’t be able to 
pay the bill on time. Don’t 
wait for a shut-off notice. 
Seniors over 65 are pro-
tected from utility shut-
offs between Nov. 1 and 
March 31.

• Call 211, or go to 
www.mi211.org to learn 
about agencies in your 
counties that may assist 
with your energy bills.

• The State Emergen-
cy Relief Fund (SER) is 
available year-round, and 
may be able to assist with 
paying part of the heating 
bills, keeping utilities in 
service, or restoring ser-
vice. Apply with MiBridg-
es, or call your local De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services.

• Apply for a Home 
Heating Credit through 
the Michigan Department 
of Treasury by Sept. 30 
of each year. Print off the 
form (MI-1040CR-7) from 
their website (michigan.
gov/Treasury), or call 517-
636-4486 to request the 
form to be mailed to you.

• Check out michigan.
gov/WinterWise for more 
resources and informa-
tion.

Tips on
heating 
your house

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown 
Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com

Specializing in Polish and European Style

Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies, 

Pies & Pastries, Wedding &

Birthday Cakes
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FREE PARKING
Dec. 18 - Jan. 1

Closed Dec. 30-Jan 1
Re-opens 

Thursday, Jan. 2

By Charles Sercombe

Well, here we are, at the 

end of 2024.

With the year largely in 

our review mirror, we once 

again follow our tradition 

of presenting a two-part 

“Year in Review.”

This week, we’ll take a 

look back at the �rst six 

months of 2024.

Settle in and grab so-

mething to drink, becau-

se it was a roller-coaster 

year.

JANUARY
Hamtramck’s newly-elec-

ted city councilmember 

Muhtasin Sadman sum-

med up his inauguration 

with just a few words: “To-

day is the best day of my 

life.”

The political newcomer, 

who previously lived in 

Warren, joined Council-

members Mohammed 

Hassan and Mohammed 

Alsomiri in being sworn 

into of�ce on Sunday, at 

a ceremony held at the 

Hamtramck Public Lib-

rary.

Hamtramck Police Chief 

Anne Moise announced 

her retirement. In 2015, 

Moise made local his-

tory by becoming Hamtra-

mck’s �rst female chief 

of police. In fact, up until 

then, there had been few 

women who were even in 

the department.

Planet Ant Theatre ce-

lebrated its 30th anniver-

sary. It has been the city’s 

only theater in town since 

then. Here’s to another 

30 years.

Mayor Amer Ghalib, 

who took of�ce two years 

ago, gave his State of the 

City report at the public 

library.

He said Hamtramck’s �-

nancial picture has made 

a drastic turnaround in 

recent years.

Ghalib is the city’s �rst 

Yemeni-American and 

Muslim mayor in Hamtra-

mck’s over 100-year his-

tory of being a predomi-

nantly Polish enclave.

He said that, prior to 

taking of�ce, the �nancial 

forecast for the city was 

dire, with anticipated de-

�cit spending that would 

eat up the city’s budget 

and possibly lead to a 

third state-appointed 

emergency manager to 

take control of the city.

That prediction turned 

around, he said.

“For the past two years, 

Hamtramck has achie-

ved a lot of success,” he 

said. “There is so much 

stability in city hall. The-

re’s prosperity, economic 

growth, population growth 

as well. And for the �rst 

time, two consecutive ye-

ars of a budget surplus 

– something that was not 

in the mind of the most 

optimistic person.”

(In the few years le-

ading up to Ghalib taking 

of�ce, Hamtramck had a 

budget surplus but was in 

de�cit spending.)

Ghalib acknowledged 

that Hamtramck had 

received $32 million 

in various grants since 

2023. Some of those 

grants were in the works 

before Ghalib took of�ce, 

and most of them were 

one-time only.

Incidents of retail fraud 

increased 60 percent 

since 2022, said Police 

Chief Moise, amid part of 

her larger report on city 

crime.

FEBRUARY
Now that Police Chief 

Moise had retired, it was 

time to search for a new 

chief.

It didn’t take long -- and 

her successor was also a 

historic appointment.

Jamiel Altaheri, who 

was at that time still a 

chief inspector in the New 

York Police Department, 

was hired to become the 

city’s �rst Yemeni-Ame-

rican to be appointed 

to the position of police 

chief.

Altaheri emigrated to 

this country when he was 

4 years old. 

Mayor Amer Ghalib said 

he expected the transi-

tion would be “smooth,” 

and that he has the “con-

�dence in our police de-

partment to work as a 

team.”

Ghalib added that Alta-

heri and his family plan to 

live in Hamtramck, which 

proved to be true.

Councilmember Khalil 

Refai said that Altaheri 

“will bring in diversity,” 

and that proven to be true 

under the new chief’s 

command. He took of�ce 

later in the year in May.

Mayor Ghalib came un-

der a scare: a Canadian 

man was arrested for 

allegedly threatening to 

shoot him.

The FBI assisted Ham-

tramck investigators in 

tracking down the sus-

pect. No other details 

were released about the 

man.

Mayor Ghalib had said 

that he receives many 

threats but that this one, 

in particular, seemed se-

rious enough to have the 

police department inter-

vene.

On his Facebook page, 

Ghalib said:

“Many thanks to all 

the parties that accomp-

lished the task, and we 

hope that through the in-

vestigations we will �nd 

out the motives and tho-

se behind this terrorist 

threat.”

At that time, authorities 

had reported a marked 

increase in threats to 

both Jewish and Muslim 

people, perhaps tied to 

frustrations about the on-

going Israeli war against 

Hamas unfolding in the 

Gaza Strip.

Hamtramck came un-

der national attention for 

becoming a city mostly 

populated by those of the 

Muslim faith, and also 

became an international 

news item for being the 

�rst known city where the 

mayor and city council are 

all Muslim.

n
The Hamtramck Board 

of Education said it wan-

ted to do something 

about its poor attendance 

record.

The year before, the 

board failed to meet at 

least once in three se-

parate months. Some 

of those meetings were 

canceled ahead of time, 

but there has also been 

another nagging reason: 

not enough board mem-

bers show up in order 

to call a meeting to go 

forward, and some mis-

sed meetings for months 

on end.

According to state law, 

public school boards are 

required to meet at least 

once a month, and viola-

tions of this law can inclu-

de �nes and jail time.

The board does not 

have a policy on absences 

in its bylaws – something 

that most public bodies 

do have. To this day, the 

board is still without an 

attendance policy.

Speaking of school dist-

rict absences.

A few weeks after get-

Take a look back on the first six months of the year     

At his State of the City address, Mayor Amer Ghalib 

said the city’s finances are in good shape.

Hamtramck Public Schools Superintendent Jaleelah 

Ahmed spent most of the year being paid but not 

actually working.

Former Police Chief Anne Moise announced her re-

tirement.
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This week at the Library . . . 
Digital content:  Take advantage of 
our partnership with providers of 
OverDrive and Hoopla.  Whether it is 
magazines and periodicals, comics 
and manga, the newest young adult 
titles, or classic crime novels, they 
will have you covered.  Check out 
their huge collections online for free 
with the use of your trusty Hamtramck 
library card.  You can find a link to 
each on our website 
www.hamtramck.lib.com by clicking 
on the eResources tab near the top left 
of the screen. 

Exercise in the Library:  The exer-
cise classes will be on holiday break 
during December.  The program is 
sponsored by the RIM Foundation.  
Watch for information with a new 
schedule for January 2025. 

ESL Classes:  The Horizon school is 
sponsoring ESL classes at the library, 
held Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednes-
day at 9:00 am and 12:00 noon.  They 
are free of charge to Hamtramck resi-
dents. Registration required.  There 
will be no classes during the holidays.  
They will restart again on January 6th. 

Stream on Hoopla:  There are tons of 
shows and movies available for you to 
stream on Hoopla.  Cooking competi-
tions, rom-coms, thrillers, cand comfy 
holiday classics.  Selection is massive.  
If that is not enough, give Kanopy a 
try.  They provide a specially curated 
collection of foreign films, domestic 
cinema classics, award winning docu-
mentaries, and educational media that 
is topnotch.  Look to the eResources 

tab on our website for a quick link to 
all this awesome content. 

Chess Club:  Our chess master is re-
turning to play against longtime fans 
while also welcoming newbies to the 
brilliant game of strategy.  Set aside 
Monday afternoons for Chess Club at 
the library,, staring at 3:45 pm 

Story Time:  Get your kids together 
and drop in on our Wednesday noon 
programs with library staff, and on 
first Mondays of the month at 3:45 pm 
(usually) with members of the 
Hamtramck Federation of Teachers. 

LOTE4kids:  This is something spe-
cific for kids.  There is a ton of digital 
picture books in over 50 languages to 
read and listen to.  Whether you want 
your child to experience reading in 
your native tongue or begin learning a 
new language with the help of a fun 
story, check out what LOTE4kids has 
to offer by hopping onto our website 
and checking the eResource tab for a 
link to it. 

Game Night:  We are moving to 
Wednesdays.  Join us for Game Night 
at the library.   We are serving up 
something fun each Wednesday at 4 
pm.  Stop by and let us know that you 
have come to play.  Everyone invited. 

Thomas Edison: On December 31, 
1879 Edison provided the first public 
demonstration of his electric incandes-
cent lamp at his laboratory in Menlo 
Park, New Jersey. 

First U.S. Bank: received its charter 
on January 7, 1782. 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733Ͳ6822 
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 
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It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 102 Years of 

Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 

Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday, December 22, Holy Mass 9:00 am 

Fourth Sunday in Advent

Dec 23 – Holy Mass for all people on our 

Prayer List 7 pm

Dec 24 – Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord Holy 

Mass 9 am

Dec 25 – Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord

Shepherds Mass (Pasterka) 12 Midnight

Holy Mass 9 am

Dec 26 – Feast of St. Stephen, Protomartyr 

(Msza Sw. w j. polskim) 10 am

Dec 27 – Feast of St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 

– Blessing of Wine 7 pm

Dec 28 – Observance of Holy Innocents, 

Martyrs Holy Mass 10 am

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Com-

mission (HHC) does not

discriminate on the basis

of race, color, religion, na-

tional origin, sex, handicap

or familial status

Hamtramck 

Senior Plaza

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Caniff and Brombach,

























Walk-Ins Welcome!
Call for Hours

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the 

best prices.

PLACE YOUR
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chrušciki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee Cakes, 
Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), Assorted Babkas and Honey Babkas, 
Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies, Jajecznica 

(Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg Bread 
with Raisins), Mazurka (Rasperry & Pineapple)

HOLIDAY HOURS: Open starting Sunday, Dec. 8 10am-4pm, Monday, Dec. 9 - Friday, Dec. 13 
8am-5pm, Saturday, Dec. 14 8am-4pm, Sunday, Dec. 15 10am-4pm to Friday, Dec. 20 8am-5pm, 
Saturday, Dec. 21 8am-4pm, Sunday, Dec. 22 10am-4pm, Monday, Dec. 23 8am-5pm, Tuesday, 

Christmas Eve 8am-2pm, Closed Christmas Day, Closed Thursday, Dec. 26, Open Friday, Dec. 27.

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com
Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, 

Cookies, Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Merry 
Christmas & 
Happy New 

Year

ting a job evaluation that 

said she was “minimally 

effective,” Hamtramck 

Schools Superintendent 

Jaleelah Ahmed took a 

paid leave of absence.

Neither the district nor 

Ahmed offered an expla-

nation for her leave, nor 

did they say how long the 

leave will be. Ahmed did 

not respond to an email 

for a comment about her 

job performance evalua-

tion.

“Minimally effective” 

is one step up from the 

poorest job evaluation of 

“ineffective.”

That evaluation came 

after the school board 

met for three hours, in 

a closed meeting, to 

discuss her yearly job per-

formance. According to 

sources, it was a heated 

meeting.

Boardmembers did not 

explain their decision. To 

this day, Ahmed is still 

being paid for not wor-

king. Her salary is over 

$220,000 a year.

Once again, local zine 

“Stupor” came to life at 

Planet Ant Theatre.

“Stupor” is local print 

zine created by resident 

Steve Hughes, who col-

lects anecdotes from 

local folks, mostly at 

Hamtramck watering 

holes.

Hughes said that some 

stories “felt like… wow… 

I can’t believe you did 

that, or how is that pos-

sible? Of course, we were 

at the bar collecting the 

stories. That means, 

most of us were enjoying 

ourselves with a drink 

or two, and most of the 

patrons we talked to were 

in good spirits as well.”

One thing that stood out 

this year on Paczki Day: It 

was weird that New Mart-

ha Washington Bakery 

was no longer there.

The last “Polish” bakery 

– well, they were once ow-

ned by Poles way back 

when, but haven’t been 

for many years -- left on 

Jos. Campau is now New 

Palace.

And, as usual, there 

was an insanely long line 

that snaked around the 

corner of New Palace and 

past the alley, meaning 

the wait to get a dozen 

or so paczki from there 

was the usual two hours 

or so.

Around the corner of 

New Palace, Whiskey in 

the Jar had its usual giant 

heated tent set up, but at 

10 a.m., another strange 

thing had occurred: Whe-

re were the people?

Usually, by then, the 

place is packed with re-

velers.

Same at Baker’s 

Streetcar bar nearby.

That was the talk of the 

morning, and it’s anyo-

ne’s guess as to why so 

few folks were out and 

about.

We did run into mu-

sician Frank Howard 

Woodman IV in the mor-

ning, just down the street 

from Whiskey, who said 

he was initially also going 

to wait to come out later, 

but then “I heard the call 

of music.”

There was more drama 

in the Hamtramck Public 

School Board.

A clash erupted 

between Board President 

Jihan Aiyash and Vice Pre-

sident Salah Hadwan.

The two had been in 

what appeared to be an 

alliance for the past year, 

but that relationship took 

an unexpected turn for 

the worse.

Hadwan came out swin-

ging at the beginning of 

the February meeting, 

trying to get two resolu-

tions added to the mee-

ting’s agenda. One of the 

resolutions was to rever-

se the 700-percent pay 

raise the board had pre-

viously approved, inclu-

Take a look back on the first six months 
of the year Continued from front page

Salah Hadwan avoided being removed as vice presi-

dent of the Hamtramck School Board by volunteering 

to step down. 

Steve Hughes celebrated his zine, “Stupor,” coming 

to life at Planet Ant Theatre.
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ding for Hadwan.

Aiyash only allowed 

Hadwan’s resolution to 

accept his resignation as 

vice president to be inclu-

ded in the board’s agenda 

for the meeting.

Eventually, Hadwan 

stopped attending the 

monthly meetings. As 

for Aiyash, she would 

later lose her bid to be 

re-elected to the board for 

another six-year term.

n
Mayor Amer Ghalib’s 

ongoing media exposure 

continued to catch the at-

tention -- and concern -- of 

folks in town.

In the latest incident, 

the mayor agreed to sit 

down for an interview with 

a state-controlled media 

outlet.

This time he was inter-

viewed by the television 

outlet TRT, which is consi-

dered a propaganda arm 

of Turkish President Erdo-

gan and his administra-

tion.

TRT is registered as 

a foreign agent with the 

U.S. Justice Department.

According to Wikipedia:

“In March 2020, the 

United States Justice De-

partment required TRT 

World's Washington ope-

ration to register as an 

agent of the Government 

of Turkey, engaged in po-

litical activities, under the 

anti-propaganda Foreign 

Agents Registration Act.”

Erdogan critic Steven 

Stalinsky had this to say 

about TRT in a 2019 

Washington Post opinion 

piece:

“Turkey’s modus ope-

randi of silencing domes-

tic critics while spending 

millions on PR abroad 

is mightily aided by TRT 

World.”

Previously, Ghalib has 

been interviewed by the 

Russian state-controlled 

television network RT, 

which is also registered 

as a foreign agent with 

the U.S. Justice Depart-

ment.

MARCH
After a 10-year ab-

sence, one of Hamtra-

mck’s biggest music fes-

tivals, the Hamtramck 

Blowout, returned to carry 

on a tradition.

Unlike previous 

Blowouts, this one was 

not sponsored by the 

alternative weekly ma-

gazine The Metro Times, 

which had hosted the 

events for several years 

before pulling the plug.

Instead, the folks who 

organize the yearly Ham-

tramck Labor Day Festival 

decided to revive the fes-

tival.

(The Blowout is slated 

to return once again this 

March in 2025.)

In an ominous forewar-

ning to President Biden, 

many Hamtramck voters 

turned against him and 

voted “uncommitted” in 

Tuesday’s presidential pri-

mary.

A whopping 61 percent 

of voters here in Ham-

tramck sent a message 

to Biden back off from 

supporting Israel and its 

invasion of Gaza.

Biden still won the De-

mocratic primary election 

in Hamtramck with 32 

percent of the vote.

Hamtramck voters were 

out of step with others in 

the state, who overwhel-

mingly supported Biden, 

with 13 percent of state 

voters voting “uncommit-

ted,” which was within the 

range of past elections.

Spoiler alert: Biden ul-

timately stepped down 

off the ticket, and was 

replaced by Vice Presi-

dent Kamala Harris, who 

then went on to lose her 

election bid in a stunning 

defeat to former Presi-

dent Donald Trump. 

Hamtramck’s ethnic 

and cultural shift conti-

nued to play out. Hamtra-

mck unveiled its newest 

honori�c street name on 

Thursday.

City Councilmember 

Khalil Refai received city 

council support in rena-

ming Holbrook “Palestine 

Avenue.”

The sign is located at 

Holbrook and Gallagher.

On Refai’s Facebook 

page, he said the rena-

ming “serves as a sym-

bolic gesture of rememb-

rance and support for the 

people of Gaza, Palesti-

ne and the Palestinian 

Americans who, many of 

them, have lost a family 

member since the occu-

pation of their land.”

The renaming of the 

street actually doesn’t 

change the of�cial name 

of the street, which re-

mains Holbrook Ave.

Hamtramck’s has al-

lowed a number of hono-

ri�c street names for va-

rious community leaders 

over the years.

Hamtramck’s marijuana 

shops continue to be a 

money “pot” for the city.

According to the state 

Treasury Department, the 

city’s four cannabis dis-

pensaries paid the city 

$236,345, and change, 

in state fees collected for 

operating here.

The revenue includes 

taxes and special fees 

that all dispensaries in 

the state pay.

In all, Michigan’s 269 

communities and coun-

ties that allowed dispen-

saries to operate within 

their jurisdictions gene-

rated more than $87 

million back to the state, 

according to the Treasury 

Department.

Hamtramck still has its 

critics who are opposed 

to allowing marijuana re-

tailers to operate here, 

who cite concerns over 

potential crime, possible 

effects on young people, 

or religious reasons.

The dispensaries have 

not proven to be crime 

magnets.

Mayor Amer Ghalib is 

one of the critics of the 

dispensaries, but blames 

the prior administration 

for allowing them.

“All of these dispen-

saries are in violation of 

the state law. They all are 

within 1,000 feet from a 

house of worship or sc-

hool,” Ghalib told The Re-

view.

The city’s Historical Mu-

seum continued to team 

up with students on va-

rious educational and 

�eld projects.

One thing they’ve been 

actively doing, for some 

years now, is collabora-

ting creatively with stu-

dents from Hamtramck 

High School for their 

“History Day” projects. 

History Day is a national 

academic effort that pro-

vides students with a ske-

letal historical theme or 

concept, in order to pro-

mote some framework for 

students to do their own 

takes on it.

The year’s theme was 

“Turning Points in His-

tory,” and so student his-

torians across the count-

ry were looking at events, 

people or what have you 

for those special cases 

that somehow impac-

ted history or changed 

society.

The museum also con-

tinued to partner with 

Detroit’s Wayne State Uni-

versity and their Anthro-

pology Department on 

�eld work within the city. 

Over the last four years, 

taxpayers paid out almost 

$1 million to cover legal 

fees for the Hamtramck 

Public School District.

The Review �led a 

Freedom of Information 

Act request to see how 

much the district has 

been billed for legal fees 

since the year 2020.

Hamtramck’s schools 

were facing about a dozen 

lawsuits from former 

staffmembers, parents of 

special needs students 

and even the district’s 

own superintendent, Ja-

leelah Ahmed.

Her lawsuit was even-

tually dismissed by a fe-

deral court.

Some former staff-

members sued for being 

forced out of jobs, citing 

a “toxic” work environ-

ment created by Ahmed 

and some of her former 

appointees.

“The current BOE 

(Board of Education) 

and superintendent have 

been nothing short of in-

tentional in their deconst-

ruction of individuals and 

central of�ce teams,” 

said Heather Dorogi, the 

district’s former student 

coordinator, in her resig-

nation letter to the board 

of education.

In all, there were 333 

legal bills submitted 

to the district, totaling 

$993,046.

Toni Coral, president of 

the Hamtramck Federa-

tion of Teachers, told The 

Review that the cost of 

the legal fees “makes me 

sad and angry.”

She added: “Things do 

not have to be this way, 

but when the Board has 

provided such poor le-

adership and guidance, 

it’s not surprising that 

there has been �re after 

�re and a fairly consistent 

level of chaos.”

Hamtramck city of-

�cials notched a couple 

of “�rsts.”

The city council was 

one of the �rst dozen pub-

lic bodies in the country 

to call for a cease�re in 

Gaza.

And the council passed 

a resolution calling for 

the U.S. to cut military 

spending, as part of a na-

tionwide movement cal-

led “Move the Money.”

Mayor Ghalib said pas-

sing the resolution would 

make Hamtramck the 

�rst community in the na-

tion to take this position.

“We hope our gover-

nment will listen to us 

and to the people of the 

U.S.,” Ghalib said. “Local 

communities are suffe-

ring and struggling.”

Ghalib added that the 

U.S. has been suppor-

ting oppressive regimes 

around the world.

“I think we should stop 

that. Democracy is our 

main value here.” He 

said.

It was also a “�rst” 

when city of�cials gave 

Holbrook the honori�c 

name of “Palestine Ave.,” 

a move which garnered 

attention from a number 

of media outlets.

Take a look back on the first six months of the year Continued from page 2

The Hamtramck Blowout was resurrected by the 

folks who organize the Hamtramck Labor Day Fes-

tival.

Hamtramck’s Historical Museum expanded its prog-

rams and outreach to the community.

The Hamtramck School Board talked about setting 

an attendance policy for its members but never fol-

lowed through.

Hamtramck’s marijuana dispensaries proved to be a 

money pot for the city, tax-wise.
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1 br., lower, Hamtramck, 

landlord speaks only Eng-

lish, $1,150/mo. + secu-

rity dep., 313-909-9228, 

shown by appt. only. 1/10

Guitarist/vocalist and 

bassist seek Charlie Wat-

ts style drummer for a 

Stones in�uenced rock 

and roll band.   We hope 

to jam weekly and gig 

occasionally.   Desire is 

more important than abi-

lity.  Contact Todd or Lau-

ra at I_mac_4@hotmail.

com 1/3 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 

FOR RENT

Deadline for 
classifieds for 
next week is 
Thursday at 

Noon

Call 

(313) 874-2100 

to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their 

ad following �rst publication. 

The newspaper shall not be lia-

ble for failure to publish an ad, 

for a typographic error or errors 

in publication except to the ex-

tent of the cost of the ad for 

the �rst day’s insertion. Adjust-

ments for errors is limited to 

the cost of that portion of the 

ad wherein the error occurred. 

We reserve the right to classify, 

revise or reject any classi�ed 

advertisement.

HOUSE

FOR SALE

Service Directory

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

PAINTING

Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

(313) 365-8630

1
/6

/2
4

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Vince 

586-838-7598

Painting and Drywall Repair

Free Estimates

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 1-30-25.
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 1-30-25.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning Job, 

Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

$225

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

Air Conditioner
Service

Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

$99
Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 

Expires 1-30-25.

f

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 

55 Years 

of Service

f

Continued on page 5

 
 

 

Hamtramck Public TVͲ19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area 

and on YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Public Library) 

What’s on this coming week? 

Town Hall meeting with Mayor Ghalib & Tudor Dixon 

Mayor’s comments on Wayne County hold on payment 

Award presented to Arif Huskic, founder of CWA, 

 Interview with author Mst Begum, 

President Trumps visits Hamtramck 

Phil Hale Jazz Concert 2024 at the Library, 

Meeting of the City Council, Music programs, & more 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 
Hamtramck Public Library; Videos, or Live 

 
To place community announcement 

call the Library at 313Ͳ733Ͳ6822 
Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 
Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

To upload video files for TVͲ19 send to (bit.ly/hplͲtv) 

December 27, 2024 

SEEKING

DRUMMER

YOUR AD HERE

(313) 874-2100 Commercial Janitorial 
Service

Free estimates.  

Call Flora

586-404-6662

APRIL
City of�cials considered 

putting Conant Ave. on a 

diet, but not because it 

was looking overweight.

By “diet,” they meant 

that the traf�c lanes need 

to be slimmed down in 

order to force drivers to 

slow down.

Road diets have beco-

me a traf�c redesign that 

is all the rage – and we 

don’t mean road rage – in 

urban design circles.

City Manager Max 

Garbarino said “This is 

a hope for a start that 

could be a very beautiful 

streetscape for Conant.”

Some of the sugges-

tions included widening 

sidewalks, extending 

curbs, creating more 

crosswalks and planting 

trees.

Currently, there are no 

trees on the street.

Some homeowners 

were learning a harsh 

lesson: When you pay 

$150,000 to $250,000 

or more for a home here, 

your property tax bill is 

going to go through the 

roof.

That lesson, however, 

appears to be lost on 

a number of folks who 

came to city council mee-

tings pleading for a reduc-

tion of their tax bill.

Also in�uencing pro-

perty values is when ho-

meowners construct an 

addition to their house. 

That adds value, said City 

Assessor Konrad Maziarz, 

and that means property 

taxes also go up.

For most homeow-

ners, property taxes can 

increase no more than 5 

percent, or the rate of inf-

lation – whichever is less 

– per year. That is the sta-

te law.

But as soon as you 

purchase a new house or 

add additions, the house 

value gets uncapped, and 

you could be hit with a 

huge tax increase.

To this day, homeow-

ners continue to comp-

lain about their tax bills. 

Unfortunately for them, 

there is nothing the city 

can do about their bills, 

since state law controls 

how property taxes are 

calculated.

Hamtramck’s rumor mill 

was swirling with specula-

tion about an investiga-

tion into last fall’s city 

council election.

That rumor was �nal-

ly con�rmed by multiple 

sources who said that, in-

deed, the state’s Attorney 

General’s Of�ce is inter-

viewing residents about 

who handled their ballots.

There were accusations 

that some candidates 

conducted ballot har-

vesting, even potentially 

going so far as to �ll out 

ballots for some unsus-

pecting residents.

According to one source 

who was knowledgeable 

of the investigation, the-

re is surveillance footage 

from city hall showing a 

person, or persons, dro-

pping off bundles of bal-

lots in the city’s drop box.

“They (AG agents) are 

adamant, and pushing 

through with this,” said 

the source, who asked 

not to be identi�ed.

The Review reached 

out to the AG’s Of�ce 

for comment, but no one 

responded. To this day, 

no legal action has been 

taken, but there is still 

speculation that charges 

will eventually be coming 

down.

MAY
The city’s longstanding 

housing discrimination 

lawsuit �nally came to an 

end.

Although the �nal ful-

�lling of the provisions 

of the lawsuit had been 

touted several times in 

past years, this time the 

Take a look back 
on the first six 
months of the year 
Continued from page 3

Car Rescue LLC Car Auction
Car Rescue will be holding a car auction 

on December 30 at 1 p.m. 

at 10230 Livernois Ave. 
The following cars will be available at auction:

2021 Chevy Malibu LT  Vin: 1G1ZD5ST3MF015670

2020 Harley Davidson FLHTK  Vin: 1HD1KEF17LB6449

2018 Jeep Compass  Vin: 3C4NJDC85JT234470

2013 Mercedes Benz 4Matic  Vin: WDDGF8ABXDR245794

City officials considered a plan to slow down traffic 

on Conant.

Folks who bought houses in the city were shocked to 

find out that their property taxes increased to reflect 

the new value of their homes.
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lawsuit was truly over, and 

in fact concluded when 

U.S. Magistrate Elizabeth 

A. Stafford issued an or-

der of dismissal, thus en-

ding a legal odyssey that 

began in 1968.

The lawsuit has the du-

bious distinction of being 

the longest-running fede-

ral lawsuit ever.

The lawsuit goes back 

to the early 1970s, when 

a couple hundred Af-

rican-American residents 

accused city of�cials of 

targeting their neighbor-

hoods with home demoli-

tions, under the guise of 

“urban renewal.”

Using federal money 

at the time, city of�cials 

razed dozens of houses 

in those targeted neigh-

borhoods to make way for 

supposed development -- 

development never came.

That move by the city 

would come to haunt city 

of�cials for decades. But 

eventually, the city (ulti-

mately, with the help of 

federal, state and county 

funding), built 200 new 

homes to settle the mat-

ter.

Unfortunately for tho-

se who were forced out 

of their homes, they had 

all long-been deceased 

by the time the houses 

were built. However, their 

family members were eli-

gible to purchase the ho-

mes, with the generous 

help of federal �nancing.

In a surprise move, 

State Rep, Abraham 

Aiyash (D-Hamtramck) 

announced he would not 

seek re-election.

He did not respond to 

email questions from 

The Review as to why he 

won’t run again, or about 

his plans on what he will 

do outside the legislature 

–or, whether he is gearing 

up for a run for a state se-

nate seat.

Aiyash, however, told 

the Detroit News that 

he would pursue “more 

opportunities to serve 

our communities in diffe-

rent ways.”

It was pointed out that 

Aiyash is likely angling to 

run for state senator in 

2026, and that, in order 

to serve two full terms he 

had to quit his seat as a 

state representative.

Aiyash was the �rst 

Yemeni-American to be 

elected to a state repre-

sentative position. Aiyash 

also served as Majo-

rity Floor Leader, which 

was another �rst for an 

Arab-American.

Aiyash distinguished 

himself during his years 

in of�ce as a champion 

for expanding LGBTQ ci-

vil rights, a position that 

did not sit well with many 

in the Muslim community 

here who are socially con-

servative.

Hamtramck’s new po-

lice chief got a rock star’s 

welcome to the commu-

nity.

A swearing-in ceremony 

was held for the city’s 

�rst Yemeni American po-

lice chief, Jamiel Altaheri.

Altaheri was greeted 

with hugs and congratula-

tory kisses on the cheek 

from many in attendance.

The swearing-in ce-

remony was held in 

Zussman Park under 

sunny skies and amid a 

summery 80s degrees. 

A number of those atten-

ding, out of a crowd of 

100, or more, came from 

out of state to witness 

the moment.

Altaheri had just retired 

from the New York Police 

Department, where he 

served for 20 years, the 

last several in the role of 

chief inspector.

JUNE
Another month, another 

history-making moment.

 It was widely re-

ported in local media 

when Hamtramck’s mayor 

and city council passed a 

resolution calling for the 

city to pull out of any �-

nancial investment in Is-

rael, and also called for 

a general boycott of, and 

sanctions on, the country.

The resolution, which 

was partly prepared by Bill 

Meyer, a self-described 

peace activist, was part 

of a national movement 

calling for the “Boycott, 

Divestment, Sanctions” 

(BDS) of Israel.

Hamtramck was the 

�rst municipality in the 

state to take such action, 

and the third city in the 

nation to do so.

Israel continues to 

come under criticism for 

its invasion of Gaza, whe-

re about 50,000 Palesti-

nians have been estima-

ted to have died. Israel 

invaded Gaza after it was 

attacked by Hamas mi-

litants, who killed about 

1,200 Israelis back in 

October, taking another 

couple hundred hostage 

(some of whom remain 

missing).

To this day, the con�ict 

continues.

Improvements conti-

nued at the city’s largest 

park.

On the heels of the sta-

te issuing the Governor’s 

Award for Historic Pre-

servation to the Friends 

of Historic Hamtramck 

Stadium, in honor of 

the renovations done at 

the stadium, there was 

another project about to 

get underway.

The city had just recei-

ved a federal grant, worth 

almost $654,000, to 

install restrooms at Vete-

rans Park.

And then it got even 

better.

State Rep Abraham 

Aiyash (D-Hamtramck) an-

nounced there would be 

an additional $300,000 

coming from the state to 

add to the restroom pro-

ject.

The state grant went 

toward installing a drin-

king fountain; making 

improvements to the 

stadium’s utility infrast-

ructure; and repaving a 

pathway from the park’s 

restroom to the stadium’s 

parking lot.

Speaking of the sta-

dium, Gov, Gretchen 

Whitmer made an unan-

nounced visit there to 

commemorate a June-

teenth celebration.

While there, Whitmer 

signed a bill, crafted by 

State Rep. Helena Scott 

(D), to designate May 2 

“Negro Leagues Day” 

here in Michigan.

The Hamtramck sta-

dium was the home of the 

Detroit Stars of the Negro 

League.

Noting the historical 

signi�cance of the sta-

dium, Gov. Whitmer said 

“legends played here.”

She also gave a nod to 

the massive renovation 

done to the stadium, cour-

tesy of various grants.

“I am so proud this sta-

dium was restored,” she 

said.

Not everyone was ple-

ased with Whitmer’s vi-

sit. Some, including the 

mayor, complained that 

they weren’t given a 

heads-up notice of her ap-

pearance before the fact.

On his Facebook page, 

Mayor Ghalib said:

“The mayor, city of�cials 

and administration didn’t 

know about this surprise 

visit,” Ghalib said, refer-

ring to himself in the third 

person.

Ghalib continued:

“We will conduct an 

investigation to �nd out 

where the disconnect and 

miscommunication were?

“If it was from the go-

vernor’s team, I unders-

tand that she doesn’t like 

me for some reason, and 

I’ll take that as an expec-

ted unprofessional and 

disrespectful behavior to 

neglect the city leaders-

hip when coming to an 

event in our city. …”

Well, that’s it for the 

�rst six months of 2024.

One thing that stuck out 

about this period: a num-

ber of historic moments 

had happened.

So, how does the last 

half of 2024 play out? Be 

sure to tune in next week 

for Part 2 of our Year in 

Review.

Take a look back on the first six months of the year Continued from page 4

SUPPORT LOCAL 

BUSINESS

State Rep. Abraham Aiyash (D-Hamtramck) an-

nounced he would not seek re-election.

Improvements to Veterans Park continued throug-

hout the year as grant money continued to pour in.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer made an unannounced visit 

to the city, but that didn’t sit well with some city 

officials, including the mayor, who were not notified 

of the visit.

Newly-hired Police Chief Jamiel Altaheri received a 

rock star’s welcome at his swearing in ceremony.
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Coming Events
SATURDAY, Jan. 11, 2-4 p.m. -- Take-out only 

Soup Kitchen at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 

2311 Pulaski at Fleming. Everyone is welco-

me!

We are here to help! 

www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
313-224-5990

If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting
a Wayne County Probate Court Case because a property is
in the name of a deceased family member, please contact

one of the following community partners for assistance: 

From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer 
Eric R. Sabree 

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726

Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800 

Contact the Wayne County

Probate Court by calling:

313-224-5706

HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

248-866-1110

John Ulaj
Commercial 

Broker/Owner

A HUD Certi�ed 
Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Drowning in Mortgage Debt? 

I Can Help... I buy properties in 

as-is condition for CASH!

Place an 
Ad in 
The 

Review 
Today

Call 

(313) 874-2100

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for 

the coming New Year - 
health, happiness and prosperity.

Christmas Season 2024
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212

313-891-1520

Our Lady Queen 

of Apostles, 

A Century of Faith 

and Community
• 184 pages of 

Parish history

• Photographs and 

memories

• $35 (plus $5 S&H)

Email or call the 

Parish at 

313-891-1520 for more 

info on how to purchase 

the book.

Tuesday, December 24 ............... Christmas Eve Vigil
 Family Mass............................................................4pm (English)

 Midnight Mass ...............................12:00 am (Polish & English)

Wednesday, December 25 ..................Christmas Day
 Mass in Polish & English ................................................9:30am

Thursday, December 26 .....Poland 2nd Day of Christmas
 St. Stephen's Day ..........................10:00am (Polish & English)

Tuesday, December 31 ......................New Year's Eve
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  ..........................3:30pm

 Holy Mass  ........................................................................4:30pm

Wednesday, January 1 ...................... New Year's Day
 Solemnity of Mary ...........................................................9:30am 

WESOLYCH SWIAT! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

OUR 102nd ANNIVERSARY
2311 Pulaski Street,

Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-0218

No sing-a-along before midnight mass
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor

Tuesday, Dec. 24th Christmas Eve – Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord

 9:00 am Holy Mass

Wednesday, Dec. 25th Christmas Day - Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord

  12 Midnight Shepherds’ Mass (Pasterka)

 9:00 am Holy Mass

Thursday, Dec. 26th	 	Feast	of	St.	Stephen,	Proto-Martyr	(Msza	Św.	w	j.	polskim)
 10:00 am Holy Mass

Friday, Dec. 27th   Feast of Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist – Blessing of Wine

  7:00 pm Holy Mass (Blessing of Wine)

Saturday, Dec. 28th   Observance of Holy Innocents, Martyrs

  10:00 am Holy Mass

Sunday, Dec. 29th  Solemnity of Humble Shepherds

  9:00 am Holy Mass

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!

“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 

Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-
radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE

WE SHIP

NATIONWIDE!

Merry 
Christmas
Wesolych
Swiat

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake

• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies

• Tortes
• Honey or Rum Babka

• Assorted Cookies
• Chrusciki
• Kolackzi

• Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls

• Cheesecakes

NEW LOCATION! 

40211 Mound Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours

www.Srodek.com

9601 Jos Campau St.
Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours
Hamtramck Hours: Mon-�ur: 8am-6pm, 

Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

Happy 
New Year

Szczęśliwego
Nowego 
Roku!

Me�y Christmas and 
Happy New Year

from Everyone at The Hamtramck Review


