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Quick Hits
You know spring has fi-

nally arrived when it’s time

for St. Florian’s Strawberry

Festival.

Yes, it is indeed that

time for the festival, which

runs this Saturday (May 2)

through Sunday.

As usual the Parish will

offer Polish meals, polka

bands, Polish folk dancers

and of course their very

own strawberry pies.

Local favorites The Pol-

ish Muslims will play on

Saturday at 6:30 p.m.

Festival hours are: Sat-

urday, 5 p.m.-midnight,

and Sunday, 1-7 p.m.

Also on Saturday, the

Hamtramck Fire Depart-

ment will host its annual

march to St. Florian

Church at 3:30 p.m., start-

ing at the first station. The

department invites area

fire departments to march

along with them as they

honor their patron Saint,

St. Florian.

The march is followed by

a Mass at the church. 

Continued on page 2

Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  

and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
— FREE ESTIMATES —

Senior Discount Available! 
Call for Details

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters 
• Chimney Work • Porches

BROTHERS ROOFING & HOME REPAIR

Additional 
Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and
Generic

Medications

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

By Charles Sercombe

Take a look at the alley be-

hind your home.

Chances are you will see a

sinkhole. The alleys in town

are scattered with them.

In many cases, the cause

of the sinkhole is a leaking

sewer connection from a

house to the main sewer

line. For decades the city

has apparently fixed the

leak on the taxpayers’ dime.

That is now changing.

Take Dave Tulecki, who

owns a home on Fleming.

Recently a garbage truck

sank in a neighbor’s sink-

hole and had to be rescued

by the use of a heavy-duty

tow truck.

In the process of hauling

out the garbage truck,

Tulecki said the tow truck’s

weight caused a depression

on his side of the alley. In

other words, a sinkhole.

Flash forward several days

and Tulecki receives a no-

tice from the city saying he

owes the city $4,600 to fix

a suspected leaking sewer

line.

“Who has that money?”

said an outraged Tulecki, the

owner of a small auto repair

shop tucked in the middle of

a neighborhood at Evaline

and Brombach.

According to a city ordi-

nance, the homeowner is re-

sponsible for maintaining

that connection.

Tulecki, understandably,

was upset. He wonders how

the city can say it’s his fault

without even busting open

By Mike Murphy

Special to The Review

There are storytellers, and

then there are storytellers. 

The State Library of Michi-

gan has deemed Barbara

Rylko-Bauer as one of Michi-

gan’s best, and the author

will appear at 6 p.m. on

Thursday, May 14 at the

Hamtramck Library. 

“It’s a literary treat to have

Rylko-Bauer in our commu-

nity, sharing her captivating

work with our friends and

neighbors in such an open,

accessible way,” said

Tamara Sochacka, Director

of the Hamtramck Library.

“An author of Rylko-

Bauer’s caliber here, in our

library, will make it an

evening to remember,”

By Charles Sercombe

The race is set for the city

council election.

Last Friday was the dead-

line for council candidates

who had second thoughts to

drop out of the Aug. 4 elec-

tion. None of the nine candi-

dates withdrew.

The current incumbent can-

didates seeking re-election

to council are: Councilmem-

bers Anam Miah, Abu Musa

and Robert Zwolak.

Their challengers include

former City Councilmember

Cathie Gordon, Susan Dunn,

Saad Almasmari, Frank

Woodman, Monzurul Karim

and Mohamed Alsomiri.

At least two candidates

have an issue with residency

claims, based on information

available through the online

site for the Wayne County

Treasury Department and a

subscription-required real es-

tate data base operated by

Realcomp, whose records

are more up to date than

Wayne County property

records.

The Review discovered that

candidate Karim owns a

house at 11440 Sobieski

where he claims a 100-per-

cent Homestead tax exemp-

tion.

The exemption means he

is claiming that address as

his primary residence. Ac-

cording to Realcomp, Karim

bought the house in August

2014.

However, Karim’s candi-

date affidavit says he lives at

2400 Carpenter.

Karim confirmed that infor-

Getting that sinking feeling over
the cost of home ownership

Continued on page 2

Tax exemption

claims raise

questions

Noted Michigan author
will present reading at
Hamtramck Library

• Varieties of Teas and

Herbal Teas

• Specializing in 

Bangledeshi Chai

• Different Flavors of

Sweets

3001 Caniff • Hamtramck • 313-502-5254
Hours: 10am to 10pm • 7 Days!

Everything
is FREE of
Charge!

Support

Chai House

Coming Soon 
7 Layer Tea!

Dave Tulecki points out a sinkhole that formed in the alley

behind his Fleming house. The city is now charging homeown-

ers for repairing sinkholes caused by leaking sewer lines.

Detroit-born author Barbara Rylko-Bauer will be reading from

her works on May 14 at the Hamtramck Public Library.
Continued on page 3



mation in a telephone inter-

view with The Review. He

said he “forgot” to change

the Homestead tax exemp-

tion, and that he plans to

move into the Sobieski

house by June.

Candidate Almasmari is

facing foreclosure for the

house he owns at 2267

Faber, according to Wayne

County Treasury records. He

owes over $1,600. He is

claiming a 100-percent

Homestead tax exemption at

this property.

While he is claiming a

Homestead tax exemption at

that address, he is claiming

2261 Faber as his official

residence, according to the

candidate affidavit form he

filed with the Hamtramck City

Clerk’s Office.

Almasmari also owns one

other property at 2272 Faber.

According to the county

treasurer, $124.97 is owed

in back taxes at 2272 Faber.

Almasmari is not claiming a

Homestead tax exemption

for this property.

Almasmari confirmed that

information with The Review.

He said his primary resi-

dence is at 2261 Faber

where his wife lives.

According to Wayne County

Treasurer’s records, Coun-

cilmember Abu Musa was be-

hind over $4,000 in property

taxes for his house at 11632

Gallagher. He settled that bill

shortly before filing for re-

election.

According to the City Char-

ter, elected officials can be

kicked out of office for being

a “defaulter” to the city or

any other government body. 

Musa’s residency also

came into question when he

was elected. He claims to

live full-time in Hamtramck

while his wife owns and lives

in a house in Warren, accord-

ing to Warren property

records.

The question of residency

claims has also spilled over

to the Hamtramck School

Board where Boardmember

Mohammad Huda is being

asked to prove he lives in

Hamtramck.

School officials say they

have discovered evidence

that he does not live here. At

the time he was elected, The

Review investigated Huda’s

residency claim and through

Warren property records

found out that he was claim-

ing a 100-percent Home-

stead tax exemption for a

house he owns in Warren.

According to Warren prop-

erty records he has since re-

scinded that exemption.

the asphalt.

And secondly, it appears

to him that the fault lies with

the too-heavy tow truck,

which not only depressed

his part of the alley but pos-

sibly could have broken up

the sewer line underneath.

“How do they know if the

truck didn’t cause the dam-

age?” Tulecki said.

Hold on to all of that, said

Mark Ragsdale, the Director

of Public Works.

While he admits to taking

an educated guess that the

sinkhole was caused by a

leaking sewer line or con-

nection, if it is found out

after the asphalt is broken

out that it’s the city’s re-

sponsibility, the homeowner

is off the hook.

“We’re not going to charge

the homeowner when it’s

not their responsibility,”

Ragsdale said.

On the other hand, if it is

the homeowner’s responsi-

bility, the city isn’t going to

pay for it either.

“The city doesn’t have the

money to fix these,” Rags-

dale said.

Ragsdale had a budget of

$400,000 to fix the city’s

leaking sewer lines, but that

has already been spent. It

appears homeowners have

been getting freebies.

Ragsdale has been on the

job several months and has

been finding odd quirks

about how things got done.

He now has a new policy

about sinkholes: Follow the

city’s ordinance.

But that doesn’t mean

homeowners have no choice

in the matter. They can hire

their own contractor, instead

of the city’s, to do the work

and there’s a chance the job

can be done for less money.

But using your own con-

tractor requires the pulling

of a permit and a city in-

spector to inspect the work

and sign off on it.

Homeowners are generally

given 10 days to get the re-

pairs done because it’s usu-

ally an emergency situation

that might prevent garbage

trucks from coming down

the alley.

While spending over

$4,000 is a good deal of

money for many homeown-

ers, the city is willing to take

a one-third down payment

and then divide up the bal-

ance in six equal payments,

Ragsdale said.

But that deal is offered

only when the city’s contrac-

tor is used, and it’s entered

into before the city begins

making repairs.

So far, 15 homeowners

have been given notice.

In the meantime, Tulecki

said that after thinking

things over, he agreed to go

with the city’s contractor,

and plunked down a de-

posit.

“What can you do?” he

said.

Tutoring for High School

Students - Tuesdays and

Thursday from 4 p.m. to 7

p.m. The APIA is offering tu-

toring for high school stu-

dents and below.  For more

information and registration

inquire at the circulation

desk.

Children's Movie Night -

Tuesday, May 5 at 4 p.m. All

children are invited to see a

movie shown on high-defini-

tion screen and enjoy a

serving of popcorn.  This

week’s feature is Bookflix:

“Alexander and the Terrible

Day.”

Make & Take Workshop -

Wednesday, May 6 at 4

p.m. All children are invited

to an arts and crafts work-

shop.  This week’s theme is

“Youth Art.”

Family Story Time for

Children - Thursday, May 7,

at 6 p.m. Join your friends

at the library for a reading

of a storybook for children

“A Day With No Crayons.”

This is part of the Michigan

Reads Program.

 An Evening with Author,

Barbara Rylko-Bauer -

Thursday, May 14 at 6

p.m. The Library of Michi-

gan, Michigan Department

of Education, Michigan Hu-

manities Council, Meijer

and Michigan Center for the

Book are sponsoring a book

tour for Barbara Rylko-

Bauer, a medical anthropol-

ogist whose writing focuses

on health care inequalities,

applied anthropology, politi-

cal violence, the Holocaust

and intimate ethnography.

The Hamtramck Library has

been selected as part of

the tour.  More information

about this Michigan author

and the May 14 program

can be found on the Library

Web Page.

Meeting of the Library

Board - Thursday, May 14 at

6 p.m. Regular meeting of

the Library Board will be

held in the auditorium.

Open to the public.

Friends of the Library

Meeting - Thursday, May 21

at 6 p.m. FHPL President

Kathy Kristy and Treasurer

George Gorday invite all

members and volunteers to

participate in the regular

monthly meeting.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050,

or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 

where you can also access our online catalog. 
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A HUD High Performer

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national

origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 

Included

• Individual

Kitchens

• Income Based

Rent

• On Site Mail

• 24 Hour 

Security

• Recreation

Areas

• Exercise Room

• Air Conditioned

• Library

All parties interested 

in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are advised

to register their business as a Section 3 

qualified business at www.hud.gov:
• Search Section 3 Business Registry

• Select Register a Business

• Complete form and submit

• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact the

Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.

Hamtramck Senior Plaza
2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

This week at the library...

Continued from front page
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Always 

Welcome!

FREE WI-FI

Wednesday 

FREE POOL

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Monday  Domestic 

DOLLAR BEER
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Getting that sinking feeling over
the cost of home ownership
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Tax exemption claims
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Kosciuszko Middle School

5th Annual April Poetry

Blast

The 5th annual

Kosciuszko Middle Schools

April Poetry Blast held on

Tuesday, April 28 was a com-

plete success.  

We had 23 students in

both 7th and 8th grades

who participated.  Students

wrote original poems and

performed their spoken

word in front of their families

and friends or they recited a

favorite poem that inspired

them.

Our theme this year was

“Words Inspire.” Not only did

words inspire us, but the

students who had the

courage to perform spoken

word inspired us as well.

We could not be more proud

of our KMS students. 

A big thank you goes out

to all those who participated

and attended along with an

extra special thank you to

the teachers and staff that

volunteered their time to put

together the April Poetry

Blast.  

The students who partici-

pated were: Ashraf Ahmed,

Tanzina Ahmed, Hamida

Akter, Shuma Begum,

Sahriyia Bell, Sadia Chowd-

hury, Nofa Dhaif-Allah, Abdo

Fadhel, Tanjim Hassan, Arti-

ful Hoque, Mahia Hossain,

Israth Jahan, Terry Purnell,

Juan Rhodes, MD Rumman,

Hafizur Shakir, Kamal Sayed,

Israth Jahan, Tasdyque

Syed, Ruma Taher, Lakela

Tyler and Arif Uddin.  

Holbrook Elementary School

Reading Month

Holbrook celebrated

March is Reading Month

with a calendar full of fun.

Ms. Leib walked around and

asked people to read "Fox

in Socks,” by Dr. Seuss.  

When people were read-

ing, Ms. Leib recorded and

showed the video to the stu-

dents in Holbrook Elemen-

tary.  We also had a day

when we had to dress as

any character you want.

Next, we had reading bud-

dies.  

The 6th graders were read-

ing to the 3rd graders

and we had weeks when we

did different genres of

books.  Finally, Holbrook had

community readers come in

and tell the classes ways

that you can achieve and

share a story.  

Our guest reader was only

going to read to kinder-

garten to 5th grade, but this

time the guest reader

wanted to read to the middle

school kids.  We had a great

month celebrating reading

and having fun.

(Submitted by Javier

Whitaker 6th Grade)

Early Childhood Elementary

School News

Mrs. Stevens, Principal at

the Early Childhood Elemen-

tary school, made a commit-

ment to her students that

she would hear each and

every one of them read to

her by the end of the year. 

After she hears the stu-

dent read, they give her a

paper link to add to the

reading chain in the office.
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It’s Time to Pray, Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

— We are an Active Parish Serving the Community —

Celebrating 92 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Continued on page 6

Holbrook S
t.

B
rom

bach

Florian St.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lum
pkin St.

for the Weekly 

Dental

Nutrition Blog

• Walk-in 

Emergencies 
Welcome 

• We accept most 
insurances.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday - Saturday 

10am-2pm

• Beautiful smile reflecting 

healthy teeth

• NYU Graduate 

Dr. Sami Bilani welcomes 

you in many languages

www.DentistSamiBilani.com

CALL NOW!

313-875-1700
OR Walk in at 2460 Florian St. 

Florian Dental welcomes 2015 with a big smile!

Florian Dental welcomes 
new patients with a big smile

and continuous offers!
Call to check our offers  at: 

(313) 875-1700 

May 1 - May Devotion & Ice Cream Social 7 p.m.

May 3 - Sacrament of Confirmation at 9 a.m.

Mass, Welcome Bishop Stanley Bilinski

May 6 - May Devotion 7 p.m.

May 9 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m. 

May 10 - Mother’s Day Breakfast & 

Family Photos

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

Sochaka said. 

Rylko-Bauer, a medical an-

thropologist whose writing

focuses on health care in-

equalities, applied anthro-

pology, political violence, the

Holocaust, and intimate

ethnography, is one of 20

authors chosen this year to

participate in the Library of

Michigan’s 2015 “Michigan

Notable Authors Tour.” 

Born in Germany and

raised in Detroit, Rylko-

Bauer attended the Univer-

sity of Michigan as an under-

graduate and was awarded a

Ph.D. by the University of

Kentucky in 1985. 

She will be on hand at the

Hamtramck Library to read

from her literary works, sign

books and meet-and-greet

with the public. 

Her most recent books are

“Global Health in Times of

Violence” and “A Polish Doc-

tor in the Nazi Camps: My

Mother’s Memories of Im-

prisonment, Immigration,

and a Life Remade.”

The program annually se-

lects 20 of the most out-

standing books published in

that year -- titles that are re-

flective of Michigan's di-

verse ethnic, historical, liter-

ary and cultural experience. 

This year, the 20 authors

whose engaging works were

chosen as 2015 Michigan

Notable Books selections

will visit nearly 50 libraries

throughout the state. 

“The tour offers the oppor-

tunity for book enthusiasts

in many corners of the state

to join in the conversation

about what constitutes

‘great writing’ and to hear

from some of the Great

Lakes region’s most beloved

authors,” State Librarian

Randy Riley said.

Noted Michigan author will present
reading at Hamtramck Library
Continued from front page

We Care About You

No Insurance?
No Worries!

H Accept All Insurance

H Friendly Staff & 

Environment

H Female Doctor 

Available

H Male Doctor Available

H Pharmacy Located 

Inside

H Best Service in Town

H Low Office Visit Cost
3001 Caniff
Hamtramck

313-334-5159
Fax 313-305-7259

FREE Check-up
Diabetes, Blood Pressure

EVERY THURSDAY
Located inside City Med Clinic 

9405 Jos Campau at Florian • 313-338-3149

— Open — 
Mon-Sat 8am-7pm

Sunday Closed

Sale Prices good May 1-8

Coffee 
Every Morning!

We Deliver to Schools
& Local Businesses

We Make Subs 
Fresh Daily!

PLAIN or
SPIRAL,
GLAZED

$399

HALF HAMS

$549

Lb.

Lb.

Potato or Mustard

Salad, Macaroni

Salad or Cole 

Slaw ............
$169

Mild or Hot

Souse............
$399

Mild or Hot 

Head Cheese ..
$599

Serdelkey

Knockwurst ....
$499

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

BAR S HOT DOGS

99¢
12 oz.

KOWALSKI & DEARBORN PRODUCTS

All Lunch Meats and Cheeses $599 or
LessLb.

Open Sunday, 
May 3rd for 

Strawberry Festival!

Kosciuszko Middle School students recently participated in

a “Poetry Blast.”

The month of March was reading month at Holbrook Elemen-

tary School.



By Charles Sercombe

The city council met on

April 14, and all councilmem-

bers were present. Before

the regular council meeting a

work session was held.

During the work session

Mark Ragsdale, the Director

of Public Works, said he is

now enforcing a city ordi-

nance requiring homeowners

to be responsible for sewer

line repairs.

He said last year the city

spent $100,000 on repairs.

Ragsdale said, though,

“there’s been resistance”

from property owners.

Councilmember Robert

Zwolak objected to some of

the discussions being held at

the work session, saying they

should be conducted during

the regular council meeting

where it is televised for the

public to view.

Zwolak also objected to

two of his resolutions not

being included in the council

agenda.

City Manager Katrina Pow-

ell said that’s because one

violates the Second Amend-

ment and the other violates

a final directive set by the for-

mer emergency manager.

She also said that it’s

pointless to vote on resolu-

tions that the Transition Advi-

sory Board will reject, and

that by doing so it sends the

TAB the message that “we

can’t govern ourselves.”

Zwolak said that he doubts

the council’s charter revision

committee will accomplish

anything in a timely manner.

Zwolak said it would be bet-

ter to have the public vote on

electing a charter revision

commission.

Councilmember Titus Wal-

ters said it’s the council’s job

to come up with charter revi-

sion suggestions. He said

the only thing preventing the

job getting done is “compe-

tence.”

Regarding a proposal to

adopt a policy on granting

honorary street signs, Coun-

cilmember Zwolak said inter-

national figures should not

be allowed.

Mayor Karen Majewski said

she would favor including in-

ternational figures as long as

they have a connection to the

city.

During the regular council

meeting, City Manager Powell

asked to move up several

items under the consent

agenda, but that was re-

jected by a majority vote.

Councilmembers Zwolak,

Anam Miah, Mohammed

Hassan and Abu Musa voted

against it.

Powell said that the items

moved up needed to be ap-

proved so that the TAB board

will be able to approve them.

Later in the meeting the

council unanimously voted to

approve the items. Powell did

not say why she wanted the

items moved up. 

Councilmembers Zwolak

and Miah said they voted

against the change because

their resolutions were not in-

cluded in the agenda. (Powell

and Mayor Majewski, by char-

ter, are responsible for set-

ting the agenda.)

Councilmember Andrea

Karpinski said that had Miah

attended the work session

that issue could have been

discussed. Miah replied:

“No, that’s not a council

meeting.”

One of Miah’s resolutions

that was not included on the

agenda regarded having the

city manager take immediate

steps to allow medical mari-

juana dispensaries to oper-

ate in the city.

City Manager Powell said

the city’s current proposed

ordinance regulating dispen-

saries is not up to date with

state court rulings.

Miah’s other resolution was

to seek bids for the services

of city attorney. City Attorney

Travis Mihelick said that’s for

the city manager to decide

on, not the council.

Councilmember Hassan

was questioning the city at-

torney on who can decide

what appears on the council

agenda when an argument

broke out. Hassan accused

the mayor of interrupting

him.

The subsequent uproar led

to Mayor Majewski calling for

a five-minute break to cool

down.

Later, on a vote to approve

the agenda Councilmembers

Miah, Hassan, Zwolak and

Abu Musa voted against it.

With a majority of the coun-

cil voting down the agenda it

resulted in a question of

what happens next.

City Attorney Mihelick said

the meeting goes on anyway

since the vote doesn’t mat-

ter.

He said a vote on approv-

ing the agenda only matters

when there are additions or

deletions made.

A presentation was made

about an upcoming arts fes-

tival, called “Porous Bor-

ders.” The festival will

feature presentations made

on the Hamtramck and De-

troit sides of the city border.

A festival organizer said

Carpenter St. – the dividing

line between Hamtramck and

Detroit -- will have a number

of activities.

Treasurer John Gabor went

over the city’s five-year

budget projection. He said

the budget is subject to

changes along the way.

“It’s the 30,000-foot view,”

he said.

He added that the budget

does not include improve-

ment projects for the city.

That, he said, will come later.

One of the concerns about

the budget, he said, are the

pension costs.

“Your legacy costs are

going up faster than your rev-

enues are,” Gabor said.

The state is providing advi-

sors to the city to help draw

up a strategy to deal with

pension costs.

He said that the city is

owed $1.2 million in overdue

water bills, which has pre-

vented the city from making

repairs to the water system.

Gabor said overdue bills

should represent no more

than 5 percent of service

users, but the city’s overdue

amount is 30 percent.

Councilmember Zwolak

questioned a projection in

the budget that cuts legal ex-
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City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 

We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

Continued on page 5

9545 McDougall • Corner of Evaline

313-874-5322
Open Tues.-Sun. 12noon til 9pm?

PLAV Post 6 & VFW Post 4162

— Support Your Local Veterans —

Most Comfortable Seating 
in Town!

Free Wi-Fi
• Large Flat Screen TV’s

• Michigan Lottery & 

Keno Machine

Hall Rental for All Occasions

Are You a

Vet?

Come by

and Join Us

- Guests

Welcome!

Agent: M4143710

We will beat all quotes presented!
Call and book your Event today!

To see a full line of vehicles, go to:

www.allimosbuses.com

Weddings • Bachelor & Bachelorette Party • Pros • Casino Packages • Opera House 
• Sporting Events • Concerts • Airport Service • Corporate Functions • And So Much More!

An important message
from your Bishop:

Iwanted to express my thanks to Fr. Andrew Wesley and

all of the Parish Staff for their service in difficult circum-

stances during the past several months, as Fr. Andrew recovered

from surgery to replace a heart pacemaker. In fact, I have advised

him to take more time, although he is happily back home, in order to

fully recover from his surgery.

To that end, Archbishop Vigneron has appointed me as temporary Admin-

istrator to free him from administrative responsibilities. He has also appointed a

Michaelite priest, Fr. Thomas Dilisowski, CSMA to celebrate Masses in Polish, in

addition to those who already assist with Masses in English. Starting next Sunday,

the Masses will be celebrated at the St. Ladislaus site at 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays in

English by Father Bill Krol, and on Sunday at 11:00 a.m. in Polish by Fr. Thomas.

At the Transfiguration site, the 9:00 a.m. Polish Mass will be celebrated by Fr.

Thomas, and the 10:00 English Mass by Fr. Krol. As his strength improves, Fr.

Andrew may concelebrate Mass at either site, without the need to worry about

preparing a Homily. Deacon Paul will assist at both sites according to his avail-

ability.

I want you to know how proud I am of everyone’s accommodating a most un-

usual set of circumstances with Fr. Andrew’s illness, and for your understanding

and accepting the need he has for a serious respite to fully recover.

In the coming weeks, I will ask Lory McGlinnen to assist me in reconvening the

Parish Task Force that is studying the plan to choose a single parish site for the fu-

ture of Pope John Paul II Parish, with hopes to make a recommendation by the

early summer. You should understand that no decision has yet been made. Until

then, Masses scheduled at each of the parish’s two sites will continue.

With my prayers and thanks to each of you, and inviting your prayers to the Holy

Spirit as the Task Force does its work, I am.

Sincerely yours,

+Bishop Donald F. Hanchon

Auxiliary Bishop/Central Region

For every $100 spent in 
locally owned business, $68

returns to the community
source: the350project.net
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There is one thing that

folks from all sides of the

political spectrum can

agree on:

Our roads need to be

fixed. Now.

But how we should go

about funding this huge re-

pair program is what di-

vides many. Our state

legislators have proven to

be massive failures when it

comes to solving this chal-

lenge.

And now, we are being

asked to pay for this

through a sales tax in-

crease. Next Tuesday, May

5, voters will go to the polls

to decide whether to pass

what’s being called Pro-

posal 1.

In Hamtramck, it will be

the only proposal on the

ballot. Many other cities

have piggybacked their own

proposals.

This is no ordinary pro-

posal. Instead, it’s a com-

plicated mess that

appears to have no end

date. If it’s passed road re-

pairs won’t actually begin

until 2018. What we’re

supposed to do in the

meantime is unknown.

If we were to consider

this proposal purely on how

Hamtramck would  benefit

we would urge voters to

pass it. According to a

study by the Michigan Mu-

nicipal League, the city

would receive over

$700,000 a year for local

road repairs and over

$200,000 in additional rev-

enue, presumably to be

spent any which way the

city chooses.

According to an analysis

by the Associated Press,

the average car owner will

be billed over $500 a year

in increased taxes and

fees.

That alone is probably a

deal breaker for many vot-

ers.

But rest assured, if the

proposal is defeated, and

recent polls show that it

will be overwhelmingly re-

jected, our state legislators

will find a way to sock it to

us. Or maybe they will con-

tinue to punt this issue be-

cause, you know, no one

wants to be blamed for in-

creasing taxes.

What a cluster of cow-

ardice and incompetence.

So, it all comes down to

us -- the voters. Do we re-

ject this proposal and con-

tinue to drive indefinitely

on our crumbling roads?

Or, do we bite the bullet

and fork over the extra

money?

It’s tempting to vote this

down and let the legisla-

tors continue to squirm.

But then you must realize

just how truly craven they

are.

As one local media pun-

dit observed, it’s time for

someone to stand up and

be the adult in the room.

Hamtramck sure could

use this extra money, and

it would go a long way in

keeping the city financially

solvent.

Based on this reason, we

reluctantly urge voters to

vote YES on Proposal 1.

But you may want to hold

your nose while doing so.

I am writing to let you know

that we have a serious prob-

lem in this city, and it has to

be addressed.

I am referring to speeders

in this town. As of Dec. 15 of

2014, I made a verbal report

with a Hamtramck police offi-

cer about two incidents that

day at the corner of Fleming

and Burger with my 10-year-

old niece almost getting hit by

a car while crossing the

street going to school.

Also at the crosswalk on

that very street (Fleming)

there were children crossing

to go to school and a car ac-

tually slammed its brakes on

and the driver told the chil-

dren to get out of her way.

Since then I have yet to see

or hear of any action taken by

the police. I have written the

mayor on the matter, and I am

still waiting for her response

or action from her. I’m also

waiting for a response from

Channel 4 News.

I’ve noticed in a previous

issue of The Review that

Samantha Abdulla had writ-

ten about a similar problem.

Obviously the police or the

mayor, and let’s not forget

Channel 4 News, that they

just don’t care about the chil-

dren or their safety.

It’s time for a change in city

officials, starting with the

mayor.

Don’t call this Hamtramck;

call it “Welcome to Mayber-

rry.”

Darryl Rutkowski

Hamtramck

It’s said that whatever hap-

pens to Detroit, so goes Ham-

tramck. Our friends over at

modeldmedia.com have been

reporting on fascinating devel-

opment projects for the past

several years.

With their permission, here is

an edited version of this week’s

story:

Last year, the New Economy

Initiative and the Detroit Eco-

nomic Growth Corporation

teamed up to award 32 exist-

ing small businesses in De-

troit, Hamtramck, and

Highland Park a combined

total of over $500,000 for

their ideas for growth.

Several Hamtramck busi-

nesses won grants last year.

Instead of focusing on start-

ups like other Detroit busi-

ness competitions, NEIdeas is

designed specifically for small

businesses that are at least

three years old and have had

a lasting impact on their neigh-

borhoods.

This year, a whole new group

of time-tested Detroit busi-

nesses will receive NEIdeas

challenge grants. Applications

for 2015 NEIdeas grants open

on Thursday, May 7. 

The 2015 NEIdeas features

two types of awards: 

$10,000 for businesses

that gross under $750,000

annually with ideas to grow

$100,000 for businesses

that gross more than

$750,000 and under $5 mil-

lion annually that have ideas

to grow ‘big’ 

Thirty applicants will be

awarded $10k each and two

higher-grossing businesses

will be awarded $100k each.

By applying for the challenge,

all businesses will gain con-

nection to other small busi-

nesses and entrepreneurs,

access to resources, and ex-

posure. 

NEIdeas will once again op-

erate in partnership with the

Detroit Economic Growth Cor-

poration (DEGC). DEGC will

participate in the jury process

and coordinate an outreach

program that features more

than two dozen “Ambassador”

organizations and institutions

throughout all three cities that

will provide small businesses

with information and guidance

throughout the application

process. A full calendar of up-

coming Information Sessions,

Office Hours and Workshops

are listed on

NEIdeasDetroit.org. 

“For this second year of NEI-

deas, our team has put to-

gether a strong outreach

program across Detroit, High-

land Park and Hamtramck to

attract even more small busi-

nesses,” added Rodrick Miller,

President & CEO, Detroit Eco-

nomic Growth Corporation.

“We want all of the great en-

trepreneurs and business

owners across the cities that

we work with – and can’t wait

to work with – to know that the

application process is quick

and simple, and has the po-

tential to unlock growth oppor-

tunities for their business,

beyond the NEIdeas prizes.”

For a full schedule of NEI-

deas events, visit neideasde-

troit.org.

Continued from page 5

City Hall Insider …

penses in half from

$350,000 to about

$175,000.

Gabor said legal costs

should go down because

some longstanding lawsuits

will be ending.

City Manager Powell pre-

sented a U.S. flag that had

been given to the city by a

former resident who serve in

the military. The flag had

flown in Fallujah, Iraq over a

Memorial Day weekend.

“This is really a special

honor for the city to receive

this,” Powell said.

The flag was donated by

Mark Calcaterra to the city

several years ago. It was re-

cently found stored in a

closet. The flag will be put in

a display box and hung on

the wall on the ground floor

of city hall.

From the public, Susan

Dunn challenged coun-

cilmembers to attend Satur-

day’s (April 25) citywide

cleanup and each to bring

five volunteers.

“Your words don’t mean as

much as your actions do,”

Dunn said.

And for those on council

seeking re-election she said

this cleanup is an opportu-

nity to show they care about

the city: “It’s about getting

your hands dirty.”

Cathie Gordon, who is also

seeking a seat on council,

questioned why the council

bothers to meet since the

state-appointed Transition

Advisory Board is ultimately

in charge of the city.

A proposed discussion on

adopting a policy for granting

honorific street names was

postponed, but with Coun-

cilmembers Andrea Karpinski

and Titus Walters objecting.

Karpinski said after the

vote: ‘What a joke.”

Karpinski also noted that

she learned recently from a

training session held by the

Michigan Municipal League

that she should be sitting to

the immediate right of the

mayor and requested a

change in seating for the

next meeting.

Councilmember Walters re-

sponded to an accusation

that he singled out the Ben-

gali members of the council

as “they.” He said that he

didn’t mean that as a racist

slur.

Letters • Letters 

Still waiting for something to be done about speeders

Metro news …

Continued on page 8

Thanks … The Hamtramck

Beautification Commission

gives a big thanks to the fol-

lowing businesses who con-

tributed food for volunteers

at last weekend’s annual

Clean Sweep: Maine Street

Restaurant, Royal Kabob,

Amicci pizza, Shish Kabob,

Family Donut and Al-Hara-

main.

Volunteers … Susan Dunn

had some thanking to do

also. She organized a group

of volunteers this past win-

ter to shovel snow for the

elderly and disabled. All of

the volunteers are Ham-

tramck high School seniors

who showed their Cosmos

pride.

The volunteers are: Albert

Williams Jr., Gulgar Matin,

Mamoon Nagi, Kyon Jones,

Azraf Bakth, Yousef Rageh,

Oliver Patel, Rich Man, Alen

Talic, Deante Murray and

Sean Pelak.

Pope Park … Last  week

we reported on the

fundraiser for Pope Park

being conducted online.

With just a little over a

week into it, the Karol Wo-

jtyla Hamtramck Park Com-

mittee is pleased to report

that $6,530 has been

raised.

The group needs to raise

at least $25,000 in order to

get the Michigan Economic

Development Corporation

will kick in an additional

$25,000. But this has to be

done by June 1.

To donate, go online to:

https://www.patronicity.com

/project/pope_park_renova-

tion__hamtramck

Or, if you just want to send

in a check, that will work,

too. To do so, make a check

out to the Karol Wojtyla

Hamtramck Park Commit-

tee, and mail it to that group

at: P.O. Box 12248, Ham-

tramck, MI 48212.

By Charles Sercombe

Next Tuesday voters across

the state will decide whether

to agree to a sales tax hike

to pay for road repairs.

According to numerous

polling services, it looks like

voters will reject what’s

called Proposal 1.

In Hamtramck, that will be

the only proposal on the bal-

lot. Turnout here is expected

to be low.

If voters do the unex-

pected, Hamtramck is in line

to receive a huge financial

boost. According to a study

by the Michigan Municipal

League, the tax increase will

result in a yearly influx of

$782,678, starting in 2018.

That money would be

slated for road repair. The

city would also receive an ad-

ditional $211,000 a year

starting in 2016.

City Manager Katrina Pow-

ell relayed that information to

city councilmembers and the

mayor and urged them to cite

this when talking to the pub-

lic.

Voters we talked to were di-

vided on the issue, including

many who are confused by

the ballot proposal and re-

main undecided.

The bad news, however, is

that for the average car

owner, the Associated Press

reported recently the tax will

cost a little over $500 a year.

Kevin LaPointe definitely

has his mind made up

against the proposal.

State road repair proposal 
on Tuesday’s ballot

Continued on page 7



She started this endeavor

during March’s Reading

Month.  

So far, she has heard half

of the building read.  Feel

free to stop by the school

and see the reading chain

grow. 

Hamtramck High School

wins mock trial competition

and are on their way to the

finals.

On April 22 students from

Hamtramck High School par-

ticipated in a mock trial com-

petition against Henry Ford

Academy at Wayne State

University's Law School.  

Through hours of study

and preparation of rules and

evidence, Hamtramck High

School was victorious and is

on its way to the finals on

May 14.  

Shakeeb Hasan won best

defense attorney, Rema

Chowdhury won best ora-

tors, Mohammed Al Awdi

won best bailiff, Azra Skrijelj

won best artist, Soha Al-

Shauweyh won best clerk,

and the council teams in

general won the gold medal. 

This is to take nothing

away from the students at

Henry Ford Academy, all of

whom did an excellent job

and pushed our students to

the limit.  

Congratulations and good

luck at the finals.  

Horizon High School Clean

Sweepers

Horizon High School Stu-

dents volunteered hours of

their time on Saturday, April

25 to help clean their city

and keep it looking beauti-

ful. 

Pictured:  Mrs. Wright and

grandson Riley Post,  Juwan

Franklin, Dalvonte Porties,

Melvin Seatts, Nicholas

Hardin, Amina Floyd,  Akita

Floyd, Alona Gray,  and

Rezwana Ahmed.

Upcoming Events

All Schools

• Wednesday, May 6 -- End

of progress report period 4.

• Saturday, May 9 -- Ham-

tramck Health Hike registra-

tion starts at 8:30 a.m. at

the community center.

Health Hike starts at 9 a.m.

• Tuesday, May 12 --

Spring District Wide Fine

Arts Program at 6 p.m. in

the Community Center.

• Thursday, May 14 --

Progress Report #4 distrib-

uted.

Dickinson East Elementary

School

• Friday, May 8 at 1:30

p.m. all the staff and stu-

dents at Dickinson East will

gather on the playground to

participate in A.C.E.S.  

A.C.E.S. stands for All Chil-

dren Exercise Simultane-

ously.  This is an annual

event for Dickinson East and

it’s really amazing to see. 

Please come out and see

all 700 students and staff

exercise simultaneously if

you have the opportunity.

Early Childhood Elementary

School 

• Thursday, May 21 from

4-6 p.m. art show of student

work.  The students were in-

spired by their trip to The De-

troit Institute of Arts to hold

their own art show.  

Each class will pick an

artist’s style to imitate and

create their own master-

piece in that style.  Student

work will be displayed and

there will be a short musical

performance by our second

graders.  

Refreshments will be

served and the students will

get to make an art project

during the program.

Athletic Events

• Tuesday, May 5 --

Kosciuszko Boy’s Baseball

vs. Henry Ford Academy at

4:30 p.m., home

leanneconger@gmail.com

Single Family Homes

2359 Botsford - $29,900 
3062 Lehman - $59,900 
2664 Trowbridge - $54,900 PENDING!
Multi-Family Homes

2381 Zinow - $49,900 - SOLD!
9721 Dequindre - $34,900 - NEW!

2264 Edwin $49,900 - NEW!

Commercial Property

400 E. 4th St., Imlay City - $460,000    
Vacant Land

Holland Rd. - Clay Twp. - $153,000  
12502 Corunna, Clayton Twp.  - $34,900 
Arini Dr., Dryden - $59,900 
Sutton, Dryden - 2.5 acres - $37,500 

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Warren

8311 Toepfer - $29,900  
Dryden

4392 Pinegrove - $104,900 NEW PRICE!

5359 Main St. - $99,900 PENDING!
4408 Pine Grove - $119,900  
Imlay City

270 W. Third St. - $77,700 
105 Grove - $94,900 Bank Owned 
2201 Bristol - $45,000 Bank Owned 
Mussey Twp.

13604 Kaufman - $139,900  
Burnside

6123 Clear Lake - $129,900 - NEW PRICE!

Sterling Heights

3722 Rhoten - $159,900
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Land Contracts Available

on  Many of my 

properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110 HUD Certified

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

11921 Fleming

— Hamtramck —
Single family home. 2-Bed-

rooms, Living Room, Dining

Room, 

Basement, Central Air, 

2 ½ car Garage

Price Reduced!

$37,000

• We accept most insurance policies

• Our prices are very competitive

• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.

2237-39 Casmere

— Hamtramck —
4-Bedrooms (2 Up & 2 Down)

Living Room, Dining Room, 

Kitchen on each floor.

Full basement, 2-Car Garage

$59,900

Thinking of Selling
Your Home?

NOW IS THE TIME!
Supply is still low, your value is high!

Get Out on the Hamtown!

3062 Lehman
Hamtramck

$59,900

9335 Conant
Restaurant and House - 

Total Real Estate Package Deal 
Over 6,500 sq. ft. Excludes equipment.

$185,000 A Great Deal! 
Serious Inquiries Only.

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

Continued from page 3

SOLD

PENDING

— In Loving Memory —

Chester Frank Staniszewski Jr.
December 22, 1951  - May 8, 2001

You must have been a special 

person to be missed this much 

15 years later.  You were so 

much to so many and when 

you left us, you left a void 

that can never be filled.

We love and miss you deeply everyday…

Margaret Staniszewski, John and Sherry Nitecki

(Staniszewski), Johnny, Anthony and Isabella Nitecki, Tom

and Lisa Nikollaj (Staniszewski), Victoria, Angelina, Jillian

and Gjon, Nikollaj, Chester and Stephanie Staniszewski III,

Chester IV and Daniel Staniszewski

�

�

Mrs. Bogdan of the Early Childhood Elementary School reads

to kindergartener Christopher Chambers.  
Horizon High School students get into the community spirit

during the recent citywide Clean Sweep program.



By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log cov-

ers April 21-27.

Tuesday, April 21

• Officers found narcotics

on a prisoner being booked in

the police station.

• At about 1 a.m. a driver

was cited for producing fraud-

ulent proof of insurance dur-

ing a traffic stop.

• A woman reported her

son had been assaulted by

boys he knows while he was

in the 2300 block of Burger.

• A resident reported being

assaulted by a woman in the

11400 block of Jos. Campau.

The suspect showed up later

at the victim’s house in the

3900 block of Prescott, say-

ing: “Beat you ass.”

• A woman was arrested

for driving without a license

and being wanted on a De-

troit felony warrant.

Wednesday, April 22

• At 8 p.m. a man in the

2400 block of Holbrook

struck a woman in the head

with a board and then threw

a brick at her. Another man

jumped on the suspect and

cut the suspect’s neck with a

knife. The woman and the

suspect were treated for their

injuries. The suspect was

later charged with a felony.

The man with the knife was

also charged.

• At almost 1 a.m. a Detroit

resident was arrested follow-

ing a traffic stop for driving

without a license, possessing

an open intoxicant and having

improper plates. The driver

had been cited for driving

without a license 22 times

previously.

• At almost 6 a.m. a resi-

dent was arrested following a

traffic stop for being wanted

on a Warren felony warrant.

• A man was arrested fol-

lowing a traffic stop for having

improper plates and an un-

registered vehicle.

• A man threatened resi-

dents in the 3000 block of

Trowbridge with a gun and

said he was owed $200. The

man fled before officers ar-

rived.

Thursday, April 23

• An abandoned car with

fraudulent license plates was

impounded from the St.

Aubin-Carpenter area.

• A woman reported some-

one stole her debit card from

her residence.

• A person reported the

theft of his cell phone.

• A man reported the theft

of his 2012 Chevrolet while it

was parked in the 2200 block

of Andrus.

• A woman reported that a

man she knows had been

making threatening phone

calls.

Friday, April 24

• A Detroit man was ar-

rested for driving a motorcy-

cle without an endorsement

license after he was seen rid-

ing the bike on a sidewalk.

• Officers impounded the

vehicle of a driver who pro-

duced fraudulent proof of in-

surance.

• A business in the 3300

block of Holbrook reported

the theft of a Samsung laptop

and 10 Apple iPhones.

• A man reported a break-

in at his residence in the

3300 block of Doremus. He

said medications were

stolen.

Saturday, April 25

• No incident report was

available for this date.

Sunday, April 26

• A Jacob resident reported

someone broke her car win-

dow.

• A Yemans resident re-

ported a group of suspects

threw rocks and bottles at his

house and broke a window.

• A Mitchell resident was

arrested for disorderly con-

duct after he created a distur-

bance in front of his

residence.

• A Faber resident reported

the theft of his bike from his

front porch.

Monday April 27

• At a little after 3 a.m. a

person reported the theft of

their cell phone in the 8900

block of Jos. Campau.

• A resident reported a

neighbor entered his yard and

cut down a tree without his

permission.

• Officers secured an open

door at a business in the

9000 block of Jos. Campau.

The owner of the business

could not be contacted.
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Beautifully remodeled, Ham-

tramck 2 br., 1st floor, cen-

tral heat & cooling,

dishwasher, garbage dis-

posal, parking in garage,

$650/mo. + $600 dep.,

minimum $2000/mo. in-

come req., 313-590-1000.

5/15

Beautifully remodeled, 3 br.,

1st floor apartment,

$600/mo. + $600 security

deposit, minimum $2000/

mo. income req., 313-590-

1000. 5/15

3226 Evaline, 2 br., open

house on Sunday, May 3 &

10, 1-3 p.m., no pets, 586-

719-0855, 586-264-0493.

5/8

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utilities

included, no pets please,

$500/mo., 586-438-9999.
5/1

6035 Charles, Detroit, very

nice area, brick house on a

good street, call Palo and

Diane, 248-659-2278, 248-

659-2325.

Beautiful flats in Hamtramck

2 and 3 br. by appointment

only, leave message, 313-

893-7357. 5/22

2 br. lower, stove, fridge,

washer/dryer, call for ap-

pointment, 586-604-0553.
5/15

2 br. lower, stove/fridge, wood

floor, washer/dryer, 586-943-

8814, ask for Benny. 5/8

Hamtramck, south side,

upper $400/mo., lower

$450/mo., 5 rms. each, 2

br., living, dining, bath, appli-

ances included, call Bob,

313-218-0180. 5/1

Deli business for sale, in

Hamtramck, ask for Ted,

313-718-7556. 5/22

Hamtramck, Whalen St., 2

family, 2 br. up + down,

kitchen, dining, living rm.,

full basement, glass block

basement windows, new

roof + furnace, $55,500,

586-296-5068. 5/22

Electrical repair, lawn mower

repair, neon repair, 313-365-

6543. 5/1

12025 Gallagher, Saturday,

May 2, sewing and quilting

items and fabric, canning

supplies, camping items,

chest of drawers, some fur-

niture, books and opera

records. 5/1

Great Strawberry Festival is

coming and so is Estate

Sale! Across from St. Flori-

ans Church, something for

everyone, Sunday May 3, 12-

8 p.m. 5/1

BUSINESS

FOR SALE

APARTMENTS & FLATS 

FOR RENT

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,

Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,

Plumbing, Heating, Sewer 
Cleaning & Excavation. 

Service

Installation 

Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 

Radio Dispatched

BROTHERS ROOFING

& HOME REPAIR

Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES

Senior Discount Available! 
Call for Details

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters 
• Chimney Work • Porches

Coming events
SATURDAY, May 9, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s Recy-

cle Center is open at Caniff and McDougall. Drop off

your recyclables for free.

WEDNESDAY, May 20, 7 p.m. -- Join the Midtown

Block Club! Attend our next scheduled meeting in St.

Florian's convent, 2626 Florian, across from the

church. A guest speaker will participate in our dis-

cussion. We meet the third Wednesday of each

month. The Midtown Block Club works for promoting

community safety, stewardship, service and social

events. Add your voice on any neighborhood con-

cern. 

MONDAY, May 25, 10 a.m. – The Hamtramck Allied

Veterans Council will host a Memorial Day Service at

St. Ladislaus Church (2700 Caniff). A reception will

follow at PLAV Post 10 hall (11824 Jos. Campau).

HOUSE FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 

HEATING  
(313) 365-86307

/
3

1
/
1

5

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated

Since 1964
11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

ROOFING

PLUMBING

Advertisers should check their ad following
first publication. The newspaper shall not be
liable for failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication except to
the extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We reserve the
right to classify, revise or reject any classi-
fied advertisement.

HOUSE FOR SALE

REPAIRS

Deadline for 
classifieds for next week is 

Thursday at Noon
$20 for one week • $25 for two weeks 

• $40 for four weeks

Call (313) 874-2100

YARD SALE

Mike’s DO-ALL

• Clean Outs 
Repairs • Hauling & More

— Quality Work —

25 Years Experience

313-269-2288

HANDYMAN SERVICES

6
/
3

0
/
1

3

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

CHALICKA
Janina Chalicka, 97, died

April 29, 2015.

Ms. Chalicka is survived by

nephews, John R. (Michae-

line) Harper, Larry W. (Lil)

Harper; eleven great nieces

and nephews.

Ms. Chalicka was retired

from Harper Hospital where

she worked as a house-

keeper. She was a member of

the Altar and Rosary Soci-

eties, and Ladies Handicraft

Group at St. Ladislaus

Church.

Visitation is at Krot Funeral

Home, Monday May 4, from 3

– 8 p.m. with a Scripture

Service at 6:30. Ms. Chalicka

will be in state at St. John

Paul II (St. Ladislaus), Tues-

day May 5, at 9:30 a.m. until

the Mass at 10. Entombment

will be at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.   

WESOLOWSKI
Helen Wesolowski, 87, died

April 25, 2015.

Ms. Wesolowski is survived

by her nephew, Thomas

Richards; great nephew,

Michael Richards; great

niece, Jennifer Richards;

cousin, Richard Zawada;

many great friends, especially

Elzbieta Ford and Jadwiga

Maksymiuk.

Ms. Wesolowski was prede-

ceased by her sister, Anna

(Walter) Dombrowski; broth-

ers, Al and Zigmond

Wesolowski; nephew Wally

Dombrowski; very close

friend Julia Lazowski. 

Mrs. Wesolowski was a re-

tired surgical nurse from

North Detroit General Hospi-

tal.

A memorial Mass will be

held Friday, May 8th, at 10

a.m., St. Florian Catholic

Church, in Hamtramck.

Arrangements were made by

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral

Home.

APARTMENTS & FLATS 

FOR RENT

“It’s a vote of spite be-

cause the people we elected

to do their job couldn’t, and

now they expect us to do it,”

LaPointe said.

The Republican majority

legislature has shot down a

number of proposals that

even Gov. Rick Snyder had

endorsed. Snyder, who is a

Republican, is supporting

this proposal.

Richard Hyska said his dis-

trust of Snyder has him sec-

ond guessing how he will

vote. At this point, he is un-

decided, but concedes “They

have us over a barrel.”

If the proposal is shot

down there is no other pro-

posal in place to fund road

repairs. 

Former City Councilmem-

ber Scott Klein said he went

from opposing to supporting

the proposal.

“Something has to be

done with the roads,” he

said. “If you don’t vote yes

the legislature will do nothing

and it will only get worse.”

State road repair proposal

on Tuesday’s ballot
Cont. from page 5

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

SALE

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100



By Greg Kowalski

Although Jos. Campau

continues to struggle with a

high level of vacancies, at

least it is alive. The same

cannot be said for the North-

land shopping mall in South-

field.

Its closing has attracted a

lot of attention, as it should.

Northland was the first

shopping mall of its type in

the nation. It set the pattern

for the whole country to fol-

low back in 1954 when the

doors first opened. At the

time, it represented a new

concept in retailing, one that

thrilled shoppers and terri-

fied merchants.

The mall concept offered

an exciting alternative to tra-

ditional shopping, one that

made shopping an experi-

ence.  But even as North-

land opened, traditional

stores were concerned if the

mall concept meant their

doom.

In May, 1956, Dr. H. Web-

ster Johnson, a professor at

the University of Detroit,

came to Hamtramck where

he spoke on the potential

threat that  Northland posed

to Jos. Campau merchants.

Speaking at the Tau Beta

Community House on Han-

ley St., Johnson’s words

were grim, as he said North-

land could have a severe im-

pact on Jos. Campau.

The convenience of huge,

free parking lots, the attrac-

tiveness and variety of

stores and amenities like

sculptures, fountains, a

refuge for lost children and

even free gas for motorists

who had run out, made it a

powerful magnet.

Johnson based his find-

ings on community surveys

his students had done

throughout the area. Stu-

dents visited every fifth

house in neighborhoods in

Huntington Woods, Royal

Oak and East Detroit along

with the Rosedale Park and

Livernois-Seven Mile areas

of Detroit. What they found

was that people in the com-

munities closest to North-

land were the most inclined

to shop there, and the

biggest draw was clothes.

Jos. Campau at that time

had a wide variety of cloth-

ing stores to counterbalance

the lure of Northland, but

parking was extremely lim-

ited. And the infrastructure

was aging. It didn’t have the

post-war gleam that North-

land had.

“Diagnose the patient,”

Johnson said in making a

recommendation of what the

local merchants needed to

do. He placed a strong em-

phasis on merchants to con-

duct public promotions to

attract attention.

At that that time Jos. Cam-

pau was booming, so little

was done in response to his

comments and the threat of

Northland. And while John-

son was right in one sense -

- the shopping malls did

drain away much local busi-

ness -- he was wrong in an-

other. The local downtown

district is still the strongest

retail arrangement.

What wasn’t evident at

that time is that shopping

patterns move in cycles. The

open-air shopping mall, like

Northland originally was,

supplanted local down-

towns, and they themselves

were replaced or forced to

redesign as enclosed shop-

ping malls, like Oakland

Mall. 

And those in turn lost

favor to the strips of “big

box” stores, like what are

found along M-59 in Ma-

comb County. And now the

system has gone full circle

with downtowns coming

back into favor, like Royal

Oak and Birmingham. 

Hamtramck has lagged be-

hind for a variety of reasons,

including the shifting demo-

graphics of the city and the

old parking problem. Today,

Johnson might say that Jos.

Campau needs to redefine

itself, to find the proper

match of stores to the com-

munity.  And he likely would

restate the importance of

promotions.

As for what he would say

about Northland, who

knows, other than rest in

peace.

Visit the Hamtramck Histor-

ical Museum where you can

see special displays on Jos.

Campau and Hamtramck

stores. The Museum is at

9525 Jos. Campau. Hours

are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-

day and Sunday and by ap-

pointment. Call (313)

893-5027.
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The lore of Hamtramck …

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!

Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges

Enhancing your smile, health & life.

Proud
Supporter

of:

10% Off
Suspension

Repairs

SPECIALIZING IN
Computer Diagnostics 

and 
Electronic Repair

Oil Change
$1999

Most Cars

FREE
10 Point Safety Inspection

Brake Service
Most Cars

$4995

A/C Check 
$3995

(1 lb. included)

1 YEAR - 
12,000 MILE
WARRANTY

FREE Towing
Within 5 miles with
All Major Repairs

TIRE REPAIR Available

2929 Carpenter St. to the east
from Jos. Campau — Hamtramck

313-892-1200
Senior Citizen 
10% Discount

We Speak Ukrainian, Polish & Romanian

10% Off
Engine/Transmission

Replacement

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

In Area

House

Calls

Medicare
Covered 

Diabetic
Shoes

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 

Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm

Sat 9am-2pm

FREE OIL CHANGE

with Major 

Tune-up

“Ignorance and compe-

tence has no color or creed,”

Walters said.

He said that if anyone who

wants to play the race card,

“Oh well.”

Councilmember Musa

asked what the water service

rate is because there are

some people paying over

$100 per month.

City manager Powell said

she doesn’t have the rate on

hand. She added that Detroit

will be raising its rate to

Hamtramck in the near fu-

ture.

She conceded that the

city’s bills are high. Powell

added that some property

owners are getting higher

bills because they didn’t get

actual readings until recently.

Mayor Majewski said it’s

her understanding that the

city undercharges property

owners. She said the city

does not pass on the full

charges from Detroit, which

supplies Hamtramck and

many other communities with

water and sewer services.

Majewski said Hamtramck

will have to raise water serv-

ice rates “so at least we

cover our costs to Detroit.”

Councilmember Miah

asked Acting Police Chief

Anne Moise what the depart-

ment’s policy is on taking re-

ports from people claiming

they have been verbally

threatened.

He said one man tried to

make a report of being

threatened, and had wit-

nesses with him, but was

told the department doesn’t

take such reports.

The man was told to go to

court to get a personal pro-

tection order. Moise said

that’s true because the de-

partment has no way to know

if the claim is true or

trumped up.

Moise said that people

make verbal threats all the

time, but that doesn’t mean

they will carry those threats

out.

City Manager Powell re-

ported that if state ballot Pro-

posal 1, which would raise

taxes to repair roads, is

passed the city will be in line

to receive $782,000 a year

beginning in 2018 and an ad-

ditional $211,000 in general

revenue.

Powell urged the council to

bring this up when talking to

the public.

Councilmember Zwolak

questioned why the council is

not getting a breakdown on

legal expenses and what the

city is paying for exactly. Pow-

ell said future legal bills will

reflect what was worked on,

unless that information could

compromise the city.

Zwolak also noted that a

number of residents are

doing home improvement

projects on the weekend

without getting needed per-

mits.

Kathy Angerer, the Director

of Community & Economic

Development, and who is in

charge of overseeing code

enforcement, said the city’s

privately contracted code en-

forcers don’t work weekends.

However, she said, most of

the unpermitted work is

caught on Mondays.

Zwolak doubted that: “The

weekend is wide open,” he

said.

Councilmember Miah

called for a review and evalu-

ation of the city manager.

Mayor Majewski said that it’s

too early to start that, but it

would be appropriate to do in

September or October.

(The city manager has

been on the job for about

three months.)

Continued from page 5

City Hall Insider …

The passing of Northland

Jos. Campau at just about the time that Northland opened.


